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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


PROCEEDINGS 

At  the  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chaptkr  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada, 
Held  in  the  Masonic  Hale,  Temple  Building, 
City  of  Toronto,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  Febru- 
ary, A.I.  2443,  A.D.  191 3. 

present. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Fred.    W.    Harcourt ....  Grand  Z.  ^ 

R.     "  "  Daniel  F.   Macwatt Grand  H.  I   Grand  Council. 

R.     "  "  W.    S.   R.   Murch Grand  J.  J 

R.     "  "  Geo.    J.    Bennett Grand  Scribe  E. 

R.     "  "  G.    S.    McGregor Grand  Scribe  N. 

M.    "  "  Geo.    Moore    Grand  Treasurer. 

R.     "  "  W.   S.  Ormiston Grand  Principal    Sojourner. 

R.     "  "  John   Boyd    as  Grand  Registrar. 

V.  "  J.   G.   Boyce    as  Grand  Senior   Sojourner. 

V.     "  "  John    McCurrah as  Grand  Junior   Sojourner. 

R.  "  J.  B.  Nixon Grand  Lecturer. 

V.     "  "  F.   E.   Harley Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

V.     "  "  H.  A.  MacKay as  Grand  Master  of   1st  Veil. 

V.     "  "  H.    S.    King as  Grand  Master  of  2nd  Veil. 

V.     "  "  L.   C.  Jackson Grand  Master  of  3rd  Veil. 

V.     "  "  Frank  Hills    as  Grand  Master  of  4th  Veil. 

V.     "  "  V.  M.  Hare   as  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

V.     "  "  Fred    Staunton    as  Grand  Dir.  of  Ceremonies. 

V.     "  "  J.   Doust    as  Grand  Organist. 

R.     "  "  E.  J.  Repath   as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

V.     "  "  Wm.    Duncan    as  Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  H.  Welbanks    as  Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  R.   F.   Hays    as  Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  F.    Colloton    .as  Grand  Steward. 

"  W.   H.  Shaw    as  Grand  Steward. 

"  "  W.  G.  Stephenson    ..as  Grand  Steward. 

"  "  W.   W.   Green    as  Grand  Steward. 

"  G.  T.   Pendrith    as  Grand  Steward. 

"  "  M.  M.  Downey as  Grand  Steward. 

V.     "  "  D.    Robertson    as  Grand  Steward. 

GRAND   SUPERINTENDENTS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Webster  St.  Clair  Dist.  No.  1 

R.     "        "    W.  J.  Fear   London  "        "     2 
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R.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Cowan Wellington  Dist.  No.  4 

R  "  "  G.  A.  Griffiths   Hamilton  "  "     5 

R.  "  "  D.   D.    Campbell    Huron  "  "     6 

R.  "  "  A.  N.  Lindsav   Niagara  "  "     7 

R.  "  "  W.S.Milne  Toronto  "  "     8 

R.  "  "  C.  T.   Stephens    Georgian  "  "     9 

R.  "  "  W.  N.  Ponton   Prince  Edward  "  "11 

R.  "  "  W.  H.  G.  Garrioch Ottawa  "  "  13 

R.  "  "  R.    G.   Willis    Manitoba  "  "15a 

R.  "  "  F.  W.  Haynes   New  Ontario  "  "20 

A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  repre- 
sented by  their  qualified  officers,  the  Fifty-fifth  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  io 
o'clock  a.m. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Toner,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Credentials  of  Representatives,  reported  that  there 
are  159  warranted  Chapters  and  3  U.  D.  on  the  roll  of 
Grand  Chapter,  of  which  number  112  were  represented 
by  the  following  Companions : 

No.  1.  Ancient   Frontenac   and   Cataraqui,   Kingston. 

E.  Comps.  W.  M.  Campbell,  J.,  W.  Y.  Mills,  H.,  John 
Pearson,  Z. ;  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  M.  E.  Comp. 
A.   Shaw,   P.Z.'s. 

No.  2.  The    Hiram,    Hamilton. 

E.  Comp.  J.  A.  Locheed,  Z. ;  V.  E.  Comps.  Frank  Hills, 
G.  H.  Lanigan,  F.  Maunton,  A.  W.  Palmer,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Geo.    Moore,    P.Z.'s. 

No.  3.  St.  John's,  London. 

E.  Comps.  Thos.  Rowe,  W.  R.  Bishop  (proxy)  ;  R.  E. 
Comp.    John    Graham,    P.Z.'s. 

No>  4.  St.    Andrew's    and    St.    John's,    Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  J.  T.  Lester,  Z.,  S.  Singer,  G.  D.  Grant, 
T.  J.  R.  Dewar ;  V.  E.  Comps.  J.  G.  Boyce,  H.  S.  King, 
Jas.  Glanville;  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  W.  Clewlo,  Henry  T. 
Smith,    P.Z.'s. 

No.  5.  St.    George's,    London. 

E.  Comps.  F.  S.  Thompson,  J.,  F.  S.  Miller,  Z,  F. 
Palmer,   A.   A.   Campbell,    P.Z.'s. 

Xo.  6.  St.    John's,    Hamilton. 

E.  Comps.  W.  W.  Barlow,  Z.,  John  T.  Wilson,  T.  H. 
Hayhurst;  V.  E.  Comp.  H.  A.  MacKay;  R.  E.  Comp. 
A.  T.  Freed;  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  Gibson,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  7.  The  Moira,  Belleville. 

E.  Comp.  W.  Thompson  (proxy),  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  N. 
Ponton,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  8.  King  Solomon's,   Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  A.  S.  Elliott,  J.,  J.  F.  Foster,  H.,  W.  H. 
Roberts,  Z.,  W.  H.  Shaw,  W.  J.  Ramsay,  J.  W.  Johnson, 
A.  H.  Lougheed,  C.  H.  B.  Johnson,  W.  Porteous,  W. 
Stinson,  W.  Anderson,  J.  Doust,  W.  H.  Woodstock; 
R.  E.  Comps.  Alex.  Patterson,  E.  M.  Carleton,  E.  T. 
Malone,   N.   T.   Lyon,  J.   B.   Nixon,    P.Z.'s. 

No.  15  Wazvanosh,    Sarnia. 

E.  Comps.  E.  A.  Mills,  Z.,  A.  E.  McDonald ;  R.  E.  Comp. 

John  Boyd,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  16.  Carleton,    Ottawa. 

E.  Comp.  G.  S.  L.  Ratallack,  Z. ;  R.  E.  Comps.  W.  Rea, 

W.  H.  G.  Garrioch,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  18.  Oxford,    Woodstock. 

E.  Comps.  W.  J.  Wyles,  Z.,  L.  E.  Edwards,  P.Z. 
No.  19.  Mount  Moriah,  St.   Catharines. 

E.    Comp.    T.    C.    McCordick,    Z. ;    R.    E.    Comp.    A.    N. 

Lindsay,    P.Z. 
No.  20.  Mount    Horeb,    Brantford. 

E.' Comps.  T.  J.  Kirkby,  Z.,  F.  S.  Blain ;   R.  E.  Comps. 

R  A.  Rastall,  W.  R.  McCormack,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  22.  Grenville,    Prescott. 

E.   Comp.   E.  J.   Wormington,   Z. 
No.  23.  Ezra,  Simcoe. 

E.  Comps.  L.  F.  Aiken,  Z.,  R.  E.  Gunton,  P.Z. 
No.  24.  Tecumseh,  Stratford. 

E.   Comp.   A.   Knechtel,  Z. 
No.  26.   '  St.   Mark's,    Trenton. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  27.  Manitou,    Collingwood. 

E.  Comp.  A.  W.  Lawrence;  R.  E.  Comps.  W.  T.  Toner 

(proxy),   C.  T.   Stephens,   P.Z.'s. 
No.  29.  McCallum,  Dunnvillc. 

E.  Comps.  J.  E.  Yocom,  H.,  G.  E.  Parkes,  Z. 
No.  30.  Huron,  Goderich. 

E.  Comp.  A.  Lawson;  R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Beck,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  31.  Prince    Bdzvard,    Picton. 

E.  Comp.  J.  M.  Branscombe,  Z. ;  V.  E.  Comp.  H.  Wel- 

banks;  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  L.  Armitage,   P.Z.'s. 
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No.  32.  Waterloo,  Gait. 

E.   Comp.   Jas.   Ritchie,   Z. ;   R.   E.   Comp.  J.   H.   Cowan, 

P.  Z. 
No.  34.  Signet,  Barrie. 

E.    Comps.   Harry   Burns,   Z.,   F.    Otton ;    R.   E.   Comps. 

Alex.  Cowan,  D.  F.  Macwatt,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  35.  Keystone,    Whitby. 

E.   Comp.   F.   C.  Harper,   P.Z. 
No.  36.  Corinthian,  Peterborough. 

E.  Comp.  T.  H.   Gillespie    (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  40.  Guelph,    Guelph. 

E.    Comp.    W.    G.    Stephenson,   Z. 
No.  41.  Harris,  Ingersoll. 

E.   Comp.  J.  L.  Revell   (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  44.  Mount   Sinai,  Napanee. 

E.  Comps.  D.  A.  Nesbit,  Z.,  G.  T.  Walters,  P.Z. 
No.  45.  Excelsior,  Colborne. 

E.  Comp.  G.  M.  Peebles,  Z. 
No.  47.  Wellington,   Chatham. 

E.  Comps.  J.  G.  Martin,  Z.,  D.  E.  Russell,  P.Z. 
No.  48  St.  John's,  Cobourg. 

E.  Comp.  S.  Troop,  Z. ;  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  J.  Gould,  P.Z. 
No.  52.  Prince  Rupert,   Winnipeg. 

E.  Comp.  Jno.   A.   Munro    (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  54  Palestine,  St.   Thomas. 

E.   Comps.   T.   L.   Cochrane,  J.,   F.   M.   Bond,   Z.,   J.   C. 

Spencer,  P.Z. 
No.  55.  Niagara,  Niagara. 

E.  Comp.  J.  de  W.  Randall  (proxy)  ;  R.  E.  Comp.  F.  J. 

McClelland,   P.Z.'s. 
No.  58.  Pembroke,  Mattazva. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel   (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  59.  Sussex,    Brockville. 

E.  Comp.  W.  E.  Brown    (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  60.  Doric,   Nezvmarket. 

E.    Comps.    E.   J.    Hill,    H.,   W.   A.    Brandon,    Z.,   J.   L. 

Rogers,  P.  Z. 
No.  62.  York,    Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  R.  Lennox,  A.  J.  Brown;  V.  E.  Comps.  W. 

Duncan,   D.    Robertson    (proxy)  ;   R.   E.   Comps,  R.   W. 

Hull,  R.  J.  Gibson,  Geo.  McLeish,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  63.  Havelock,  Kincardine. 

E.  Comp.  M.  J.  MacPherson  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  65.  St.  Paul's,  Toronto. 

E.    Comps.    W.   J.    McCollum,   Z.,    L.    F.    Riggs;    R.    E. 

Comps.  Aubrey  White,  K.  J.  Dunstan,  Benj.  Allen;  M.  E. 

Comp.   F.   W.   Harcourt,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  66.  The  Malloch,  Seaforth. 

E.  Comp.  T.  S.  Blues,  Z. ;  V.  E.  Comp.  L.  C.  Jackson, 
H.  E.  Jeffery;  V.  E.  Comp.  R.  S.  Hays,   P.Z.'s 

No.  67.  Enterprise,  Harriston. 

E.  Comps.  J.  J.  Bracken,  Z.,  And.  Fisher,  P.Z. 
No.  69.  Grimsby,   Grimsby. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  Forbes,  P.Z. 
No.  70.  Grand  River,  Bracebridge. 

R.  E.  Comps.  Jas.  Whitten  (proxy),  Isaac  Huber,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  71.  Prince   of   Wales,  Amherstburg. 

E.  Comps.  W.  F.  Curtiss,  J.,  E.  O.  Patton,  C.  Y.  Dixon, 

R.  L.  Wigle,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  72.  Keystone,  Stirling. 

E.  Comp.  J.  McC.  Potts,  Z. 
No.  75.  St.   Clair,  Milton. 

E.   Comp.  A.  Armstrong;   R.   E.   Comps.   Wm.    Panton, 

G.  A.  Griffith,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  76.  Mount  Nebo,  Niagara  Palls. 

E.  Comps.  C.  W.  Anderson,  H.,  Jos.  Rosborough,  Z., 
R.  F.   Carter,   P.Z. 

No.  77.  Occident,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  D.  J.  Proctor,  J.,  A.  C.  Larter,  H.,  S.  G.  New- 
dick,  Z.,  R.  Falconer,  W.  B.  Stoneham;  R.  E.  Comps. 
J  W.  Hickson,  A.  G.  Horwood,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  79.  Orient,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  J.  Polton,  J.,  S.  P.  Ward,  H.,  F.  M.  Simp- 
son, Z.,  J.  J.  Gilmour ;  R.  E.  Comps.  E.  H.  Briggs,  G.  B. 
Foster,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  80.  Ark,   Windsor. 

E.  Comp.  J.  S.  Master   (proxy),   P.Z. 

No.  81.  Aylmer,  Aylmer. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Fear  (proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  83.  Ionic,  Orangeville. 

E.  Comps.  R.  J.  Bennett,  Z.,  W.  M.  Greene ;  R.  E.  Comp. 
J.  A.  V.  Preston,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  84.  Lebanon,    Wingham. 

E.  Comps.  C.  G.  Vanstone,  J.,  W.  A.   Campbell;  V.  E 
Comp.  H.   E.  W.  Tamlyn,   P.Z.'s. 

No.  86.  Macpherson,   Meaford. 

E.  Comp.  W.  C.  Willson,  Z. ;  V.  E.  Comp.  G.  H.  Hair, 
P.Z. 

No.  88.  MacNabb,  Dresden. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Ed.  Worth,  P.Z. 
No.  91.  Antiquity,  Toronto. 

E.  Comp.  Geo.  T.  Pendrith   (proxy)  ;  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  J. 

Bennett,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  94.  Midland,   Lindsay. 

R.   E.   Comp.  J.   W.   Wallace    (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  95.  Tuscan,   Sudbury. 

E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Colloton   (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  98.  Vancouver,  Vancouver. 

M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt   (proxy). 
No.  99.  Keystone,  Portage  la  Prairie. 

E.   Comp.   C.  W.  Stewart    (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  100.  St.  Lawrence,  Brockville. 

E.   Comp.  J.  W.  Forbes   (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  101.  Corinthian,  Boissevain. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  G.  Willis   (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  102.  Algonquin,  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

E.   Comp.  J.  W.  Speers,  Z. ;   R.   E.  Comp.  T.  E.   Simp- 
son,  P.Z. 

No.  103.  St.  John's,  North  Bay. 

E.  Comp.  A.  Torrance,  Z. ;  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  L.  Dudley, 
J.  T.  Lovell,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  104.  White   Oak,   Oakville. 

E.  Comps.  Arthur  Hillmer.  J.,  J.  W.  McGregor,  Z.,  W.  A. 

Chisholm,  W.  O.  Joyce;   V.  E.  Comp.  W.   H.   Morden, 

P.   Z.'s. 
No:  106.  Alberta,    Calgary. 

E.  Comp.  Melvin  M.  Downey,  Z. 
No.  110.  Warkworth,    Warkworth. 

E.  Comp.  P.  S.  Ewing  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  112.  St.  John's,  Morrisburg. 

E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Ashton,  Z. ;  R.  E.'  Comp.  W.  C.  Davy, 

P.Z. 
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No.  113.  Covenant,  Cornwall. 

E.  Comp.  H.  Williams   (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  114.  Bonnechere,  Renfrew. 

E.   Comp.  J.   M.   Austin,   H. 
No.  115.  Brant,  Paris. 

E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Logie,  H. 
No.  116.  Maple,  Cadet  on  Place. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh    (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  117.  Berlin,   Berlin. 

E.  Comps.  W.  Downing,  H.,  H.   M.   Cook,  Z. 
No.  118.  iVor^/i  £tar,  Edmonton. 

E.  Comp.  M.  M.  Downey (  proxy). 
No.  119.  i£7w#    Cyrus,   Leamington. 

E.  Comps.  Thos.  Rowley   (proxy),  W.  A.  Baker,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  121.  Wascana,   Regina. 

R.  E.   Comp.  A.   5S.   Gorrell    (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  122.  Rossland,  Rossland. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  Forbes   (proxy). 
No.  124.  Westminster,  Nezv    Westminster. 

R.   E.   Comp.   Benj.   Allen    (proxy). 
No.  125.  Rocky  Mountain,  Cranbrook. 

R.   E.    Comp.    H.   T.    Smith  f  (proxy). 
No.  128.  Revelstoke,  Revelstoke. 

R.  E.  Comp.   Geo.  J.   Bennett    (proxy). 
No.  130.  Chantry,  Southampton. 

E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Burns  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  131.  Amabel,  Wiarton. 

E.  Comp.  C.  A.  Kesselring,  J. 
No.  132.  Leeds,  Gananoque. 

E.  Comp.  W.  Clow,  Z. 
No.  133.  St.  Francis,  Smith's  Falls. 

E.  Comps.  G.  H.  Saunders,  H.,  A.  L.  Conners,  Z.,  Clark 

Nichols;  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  T.  Martin,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  134.  King  Darius,   Cannington. 

E.  Comps.  Thos.  Foster  (proxy),  Joseph  Kift,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  135.  Succoth,  Uxbridge. 

E.  Comps.  H.  W.  Linke,  H,  W.  Akney,  Z.,  H.  Shelley; 

V.  E.  Comp.  V.   M.  Hare;   R.  E.   Comps.   W.  S.  Ormi- 

ston,  D.  A.  Clark,  P.Z.'s. 
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i\  o.  136.  King  Edward,  Neepawa. 

E.   Comp.   W.   G.   Pollock    (proxy)  ;    R.  E.   Comp.  G.   S. 
McGregor,    P.Z.'s. 

No.  138.  Shekinah,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  W.  J.  Wadsworth,  Z.,  J.  T.  McMulkin,  A.  B. 
Rice,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  139.  St.  Andrew's  Havelock. 

E.  Comp.  H.  Pacy  (proxy),  P.Z.    ■ 

No.  140.  '     Fort  William,  Fort  William. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Hollinshead   (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  141.  Keystone,  Brandon. 

M.   E.   Comp.   A.   Shaw    (proxy). 
No.  143.  Glengarry,   Maxville. 

E.  Comp.  Peter  Munro   (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  144.  Presqu'Isle,   Brighton. 

E.   Comp.    O.   L.   Morrow,    P.Z. 
No.  145.  The  St.  Patrick,   Toronto. 

E.   Comps.  T.  H.  Graham,  J.,  B.   Cairns,  J.  A.   Cowan, 

Geo.  McQuillan;   R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Milne,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  146.  Bernard,  List ow el. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  D.  Campbell  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  150.  London,    London. 

E.  Comp:  C.  R.  Reed,  Z.,  C.  C.  Reed ;  V.  E.  Comp.  F.  E. 

Harley,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  154.  Klondike,  Dawson. 

R.  E.   Comp.   D.  F.   Macwatt    (proxy). 

No.  155.  Ancaster,  Ancaster. 

E.  Comps.  J.  H.  Bates,  J,  A.  W.  Richardson,  Z.,  C.  C. 
Fortune,   v^nas.   Duff,    P.Z.'s. 

No.  158.  Shekinah.  Lethbridge. 

R.   E.   Comp.  J.  B.   Nixon    (proxy). 
No.  162.  Moose  Jaw,  Moose-  Jaw. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  McCauley   (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  163.  The  Beaches,  Toronto. 

E.   Comps.  G.  L.  Gardiner,  H.,  R.  J.  Barker,  Z.,  D.  D. 

Grierson;  V.  E.  Comp.  Jno.  McCurrah,  P.Z.'s. 

No  164.  Lome,  West  Lome. 

E.   Comps.   D.   McKillop,  Z. ;   R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Web- 
ster,   P.Z. 
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No.  168.  Ionic,  Campbellford. 

E.  Comps.  D.  F.  Robertson,  J.,  T.  A.  Brown,  H.,  O.  C. 
Watson,  Z.,  E.  J.   Free,   P.Z. 

No.  169.  Temiskaming,   Nezv   Liskeard. 

R.   E.   Comp.   F.   W.  Haynes    (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  171.  Rabboni,  Dauphin. 

E.  Comp.  R.   Hawkin   (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  175.  The  Hamilton,  Hamilton. 

E.  Comps.  H.  S.  Griffin,  Z.,  W.  H.  Ballard,  P.Z. 
No.  180.  Bstevan,  Estevan. 

E.  Comp.  J.  S.  Miller,  Z. 
No.  184.  Hugh  Murray,  Bridgeburg. 

E.  Comp.  Wm.  Smythe   (proxy),   P.Z. 
No.  185.  Toronto,   Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  W.  Miskelly,  H.,  A.  Macoomb,  Z.,  Jno.  Bren- 

nan;  R.  E.  Comps.  E.  J.  Repath,  R.  W.  Brennan,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  187.  Connaught,   Winnipeg. 

E.  Comp.  J.  A.  Munro,  P.Z. 

Forty-seven  Chapters  are  unrepresented ;  number  of 
names  registered,  268;  number  of  votes  entitled  to  be 
cast,  492. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  T.  Toner, 

R.  H.  Spencer, 

C.  W.  Haentschel, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Toner,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  of  Representatives  was  received 
and  adopted. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  announced  that  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  and  properly  vouched 
for,  would  now  be  admitted  as  visitors  during  the  sessions 
of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  Grand  Chapter  during  business. 
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The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  to  read  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Convocation. 
held  in  the  City  of  Toronto  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  of 
February,  191 2,  when  it  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F. 
Macwatt,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved, — That  as  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Con- 
vocation, held  on  the  28th  February,  1912,  have  been  printed  and 
copies  thereof  sent  to  all  the  Chapters  under  this  jurisdiction, 
the  recorded  minutes  be  considered  as  read,  and  the  same  be 
now  confirmed. 

Tihe  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  directed  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  to  call  the  roll  of  representatives  of  sister  Grand 
Chapters  and  invited  those  in  attendance  to  seats  on  the 
dais,  where  he  greeted  them,  the  Companions  of  Grand 
Chapter  standing.  The  following  answered  to  their 
names : 

R.  E.  Comp.  William    Rea Alabama. 

M.  "  "  Abraham  Shaw    Connecticut. 

R.  "  "  William  Forbes  Illinois. 

R.  "  "  Geo.  J.  Bennett  Ireland. 

R.  "  "  Henry  T.   Smith    Kentucky. 

R.  "  "  Benjamin  Allen  Maine. 

M.  "  "  William  Gibson   Missouri. 

R.  "  "  Richd.  H.  Spencer   Nebraska. 

R.  "  "  W.  S.  R.  Murch   New  Hampshire. 

R.  "  "  Aubrey  White   North  Carolina. 

M.  "  "  George  Moore   Nova  Scotia. 

V.  "  "  Hugh  A.  MacKay   Ohio. 

R.  "  "  Ed.  Worth    Oklahoma. 

R.  "  "  Fred  W.  Harcourt  Oregon. 

R.  "  "  D.  F.  Macwatt  Quebec. 

R.  "  "  W.  T.  Toner   South  Carolina. 

R.  "  "  E.  T.  Malone  Texas. 

R.  "  "  J.  B.  Nixon    Vermont. 

R.  "  "  Alex.  Patterson  Virginia. 

R.  "  "  A.  T.  Freed   Washington. 

R.  "  "  William   Panton    Western  Australia. 

R.  "  "  J.  T.  Hollinshead   Wyoming. 

The  grand  honors  having  been  accorded  the  represen- 
tatives of  sister  Grand  jurisdictions,  and  suitable  re- 
sponses made,  Grand  Chapter  was  called  to  order,  when 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  read  the  following: 
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ADDRESS. 

Companions  of  the  Most  Excellent   Grand   Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  welcome  you,  Companions,  to  this  the  Fifty-fifth 
Annual  Convocation  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  am 
pleased  to  see  such  a  large  attendance.  It  is  delightful 
to  be  thus  assured  that  so  many  maintain  a  keen  interest 
in  the  Royal  Craft. 

Addressing  myself  to  my  Toronto  Companions,  I  ex- 
press the  hope  that  you  will  not  content  yourselves  with 
registering  your  names  and  thereafter  promptly  seize  the 
first  available  opportunity  to  depart.  You  owe  a  serious 
duty  to  this  Grand  Chapter.  You  surely  can  spare  a  few 
hours  in  the  year  to  assist  in  the  business  before  us  and 
also  in  the  entertainment  of  our  outside  Companions. 
Your  stocks  and  real  estate  holdings  will  not,  I  assure 
you,  depreciate  alarmingly  in  the  next  few  hours.  Your 
credit  with  your  bankers  is  good  enough  to  protect  those 
interests  even  should  they  drop  a  small  fraction  of  one 
per  cent,  during  the  day.  I  remind  you  of  your  duty  as 
citizens,  to  our  Companions  from  a  distance,  who  are 
here  at  no  small  personal  inconvenience. 

I  will  try  not  to  weary  you.  One  of  the  great  joys  of 
Masonry  to  me  is  that  feeling  of  real  companionship,  por- 
trayed so  truly  by  Wadsworth,  who,  in  speaking  of  his 
Cambridge  comrades,  said : 

"We  are  brothers  all  in  honor  as  in  one  community." 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  community  has  greatly  in- 
creased during  my  term  of  office,  reaching  even  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  jurisdiction.  My  visits  to  Buffalo  and 
to  Albany  have  widened  the  circle  and  added  to  my  long 
list  of  vajued  friends.  May  every  one  present  here  to- 
day leave  'this  room  with  the  feeling  that  his  time  has  been 
well  spent,  that  he  has  assisted  in  contributing  to  the 
pleasure  of  his  Companions,  and  advanced  to  some  extent 
at  least  the  best  interests  of  our  fraternity. 
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Growth  and  Progress. 

As  regards  the  internal  affairs  of  Grand  Chapter 
during  the  past  year,  the  tale  can  be  soon  told.  It  has 
kept  pace  with  the  wonderful  prosperity  of  the  country. 
It  has,  in  fact,  been  the  most  successful  year  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  Grand  Chapter.  We  have  added  1,923  mem- 
bers to  our  rolls,  and  deducting  losses  by  death  and  other 
causes  leaves  us  a  net  gain  for  Uhe  period  of  over  1,230; 
our  total  membership  is  now  16,983.  Six  new  Chapters 
have  been -created  and  one  removed;  the  total  number 
being  162.  Our  revenue  amounted  to  $11,478.61,  our 
expenditure  $8,014.97.  Our  vtotal  assets  are  now  $30.- 
947.61. 

We  lately,  through  the  kind,  gratuitous  services  of 
R.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  Malone,  K.C.,  entered  into  a  written 
agreement  with  the  Toronto  General  Trusts  Corporation, 
under  which  we  handed  over  to  that  institution  $2,500.00, 
to  bear  interest  at  four  and  three-quarters  per  cent,  from 
the  1st  of  January,  1913.  The  security  is  taken  in  the 
name  of  Grand  Chapter.  The  corporation  guarantees 
both  principal  and  the  prompt  payment  of  the  interest 
half-yearly.  This  investment  was  made  with  the  know- 
ledge and  approval  of  the  members  of  the  Executive. 
Detailed  particulars  of  our  affairs  will  be  given  by  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  the  Chairmen 
of  the  various  Committees  in  their  several  reports. 

Without  Employment. 

The  fortunate  Committee  is  that  on  Grievances  and 
Appeals.  They  have  not  been' called  together  for  the  past 
four  years — the  best  evidence  that  Capitular  Masons  are 
on  their  good  behaviour.  Only  one  ripple  crossed  our 
placid  waters,  and  that  arose  simply  from  a  misunder- 
standing, which,  when  realized,  the  Companions  inter- 
ested, good  Masons  as  they  are,  gracefully  conceded  the 
point,  thereby  giving  me  the  great  satisfaction  of  saying 
that  during  my  two  years  of  office  no  appeal  has  been 
taken,  no  unpleasantness  has  arisen,  all  has  been  as  it 
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should  have  been — peace,  harmony  and  good  Masonic 
conduct.  Again  I  say  we  should  be  brothers  all  in  honor 
as  in  one  community. 

Summoned  Home. 

With  feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  Most  High,  it  may 
be  announced  that  but  few  of  our  members  have  forever 
left  us  during  the  past  year.    Their  names  are  as  follows : 

R.  E.  Comp.  David  Taylor,  P.  G.  Supt.,  Central  Dis- 
trict, No.  ii,  1889;  died  25th  August,  1912. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  G.  Bottomley,  P.  G.  Supt.,  Niagara 
District,  No.  7,  1903;  died  29th  December,  1912. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Harry  Cockman,  P.  G.  Supt.,  Manitoba 
District,  No.  15,  1906;  died  18th  October,  1912. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Allan  Cameron,  M.D.,  Owen  Sound, 
P.  G.  Registrar,  1902 ;  died  6th  September,  1912. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Luther  K.  Murton,  Oshawa,  P.  G.  Prin. 
Sojourner,  1899;  died  2nd  February,  1912. 

V.  E.  Comp.  Spencer  Love,  Toronto,  P.  G.  Asst.  So- 
journer, 1900;  died  10th  July,  1912. 

V.  E.  Comp.  William  A.  Karn,  Woodstock,  Ont.,  P.  G. 
Asst.  Sojourner,  1895  ;  died  4th  January,  1912. 

Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  Companions,  worthy 
workers  in  their  respective  Chapters,  although  undis- 
tinguished by  Grand  Chapter  rank,  have  likewise  been 
summoned  from  earthly  labor. 

Distinguished  and  well-known  Companions  whose 
deaths  we  have  received  notice  of  during  the  past  year 
from  sister  jurisdictions  are  as  follows: 

Arkansas— Sam  H.  Davidson,  P.G.H.P. ;  Gaylord  ]. 
Klock,  P.G.H.P. 

California — William  Vanderhurst,  P.G.H.P. ;  Henry 
Sayre  Orme,  P.G.H.P. 

Colorado — John  Gregor,  Grand  Treasurer;  Edward 
B.  Newman,  P.G.H.P. 

Connecticut— Edgar  W.  Latham,  P.G.H.P. 

England  and  Wales — The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Eus- 
ton,  Pro.  Grand  Master. 
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Illinois— William  J.  A.  De  Lancey,  P.G.H.P. ;  Samuel 
W.  Waddle,  P.G.H.P. 

Kentucky — Henry  Bannister  Grant,  P.G.H.P.  and  G. 
Sec.;  Henry  C.  Sandifer,  P.G.H.P. 

Maryland* — 'Charles  E.  Postley,  M.D.,  Grand  Scribe. 

Michigan— Clark  E.  Spencer,  M.D.,  P.G.H.P. ;  Wm. 
S.  Turck,  P.G.H.P. 

Minnesota — William  Gay  Bronson,  P.G.H.P. ;  George 
Forsyth,  P.G.H.P. ;  George  Washington  Prescott, 
P.G.H.P. 

Missouri — Tandy  Allison  Dunn,  P.G.H.P. 

Nebraska— Daniel  Hotchkiss  Wheeler,  P.G.H.P. 

New  York — Christopher  G.  Fox,  Grand  Secretary; 
William  J.  McDonald,  P.G.H.P. 

North  Dakota— David  E.  Morgan,  P.G.H.P. 

Nova  Scotia Rev.  Henry  Despard  De  Blois,  M.A., 

D.C.L.,  P.G.H.P.  and  P.G.C. 

Ohio— Jacob  L/Hommedieu  Long,  P.G.H.P. 

Oregon— Seth  Luen  Pope,  P.G.H.P. 

South  Carolina— Albert  Edward  Pugle,  P.G.S. 

South  Dakota— David7  A.  Douglas,  P.G.H.P. 

Texas — John  Albert  Bryan,  P.  G.  Sec. 

Virginia— Alfred  Stith  Lee,  P.G.H.P. 

In  the  death  recently  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Aber- 
corn,  who  was  at  once  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  M.  E.  Grand  King  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter for  many  years,  our  sister  Grand  jurisdiction  of  Ire- 
land has  suffered  a  keen  and  heavy  loss,  and  we  can 
assure  our  Companions  of  the  Green  Isle  that  Canada's 
fraternal  sympathy  goes  out  to  them  in  their  bereavement. 

All  Masons  will  take  pride  in  honoring  the  memories 
of  Captain  R.  F.  Scott,  Capt.  L.  E.  G.  Oates,  Lieut.  H.  R. 
Bowers,  Officer  E.  Evans  and  Dr.  Edward  A.  Wilson, 
who  recently,  when  returning  on  their  fateful  journey 
from  the  South  Pole,  lost  their  lives  in  the  interests  of 
science,  for  the  honor  of  their  country,  and  by  their 
unselfish  devotion  each  to  the  other.  The  names  of 
Captain  Scott  and  the  comrades  who  perished  with  him 
will  be  written  on  the  page  of  history  more  prominently 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1913  17 

than  any  others  during  this  century.  The  undying  story 
of  Damon  and  Pythias  is  repeated  in  memory  of  Captain 
Scott.  He  has  added  fresh  lustre  to  the  annals  of  English 
heroes.    His  name  and  his  comrades'  names  are 

"On  fame's  eternal  bead-roll  worthie  to  be  fyled." 

I  have  been  called  on  for  very  few  rulings,  which  is 
another  healthy  sign.  The  rulers  of  the  Chapters  are 
reading  and  familiarizing  themselves  with  their  duties.  I 
held  that  a  dimitted  Craft  Mason  was  eligible  as  a  candi- 
date for  membership,  but  that  a  Brother  who  had  lost 
his  right  hand  was  not. 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  T.  T.  often 
appears  unnecessarily  on  the  communications  of  some 
of  the  Chapters.  Those  responsible  for  it  should  remem- 
ber the  warning  given  them  elsewhere.  Its  indiscriminate 
appearance  on  Chapter  summonses  demeans  it  and  nulli- 
fies its  significance. 

I  have  recommended  as  representatives  near  this 
Grand  Chapter  for  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Georgia,  R.  E. 
Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton,  Belleville;  New  Jersey,  R.  E. 
Comp.  K.  J.  Dunstan,  Toronto,  and  of  New  South  Wales, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Hill,  Calgary,  to  fill  the  vacancies 
caused  by  the  'lamented  deaths  of  R.  E.  Comps.  Allan 
Cameron,  J.  G.  Bottomley  and  M.  E.  Comp.  Donald  Ross, 
respectively. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  for  the  following 
new  Chapters:  Unity,  at  Swift  Current,  Sask. ;  Con- 
naught,  at  Winnipeg,  Man. ;  Bow  Valley,  at  Gleichen,  and 
Calgary,  at  Calgary,  Alta. ;  Pacific,  at  Vancouver,  and 
North  Vancouver,  at.  North  Vancouver,  B.C. 

Visits  and  Functions. 

I  presided  at  the  dedication  and  consecration  of  the 
following  Chapters : 

Toronto  Chapter,  No.  185,  Toronto. 

Camosun  Chapter,  No.  182,  Victoria. 

Succoth  Chapter,  No.  135,  Uxbridge. 

St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  4,  Toronto. 
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King  Solomon  's  Chapter,  No.  8,  Toronto. 
York  Chapter,  No.  62,  Eglinton. 
Antiquity  Chapter,  No.  91,  Toronto. 
Orient  Chapter,  No.  79,  Toronto. 
The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  Toronto. 
The  Hamilton  Chapter,  No.  175,  Hamilton. 
Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  Brant-ford. 
The  Beaches  Chapter,  No.  163,  Toronto. 
Leeds  Chapter,  No.  132,  Gananoque. 
Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  138,  Toronto. 
St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No.  65,  Toronto. 
Occident  Chapter,  No.  JJ,  Toronto. 

I  attended  Chapters  of  Instruction  at  Toronto,  Hamil- 
ton and  Ottawa  during  the  year,  when  Chapters  in  the 
several  cities  took  part  and  exemplified  all  the  degrees 
most  satisfactorily. 

I  also  attended  Convocations  when  the  work  was  ex- 
emplified by  Past  Principals  at  the  following  Chapters : 

Waterloo  Chapter,  Gait. 

King  Solomon's  Chapter,  Toronto. 

The  Beaches  Chapter,  Toronto. 

Mount  Moriah  Chapter,  St.  Catharines. 

St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's  Chapter,  Toronto. 

The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  Toronto. 

Wascana  Chapter,  No.  121,  Regina. 

Neglect  oe  Duty. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand,  especially  from  a  Masonic 
view,  why  a  Companion  should  accept  and  pledge  himself 
to  the  duties  of  an  important  office,  such  as  that  of  Grand 
Superintendent,  and  then  totally  ignore  those  duties,  as 
at  least  one  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  has  done. 
Deprivation  of  rank,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a  fitting 
answer  to  such  conduct.  As  a  rule  those  officers  have 
been  faithful,  zealous  and  self-sacrificing,  and  Grand 
Chapter  is  under  an  obligation  to  them  for  valuable  ser- 
vices unselfishly  rendered.  Our  appreciation  of  those 
services  is  not  enhanced  by  want  of  discrimination  on  the 
part  of  Grand  Chapter. 
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Every  Grand  Superintendent  should  hold  a  Chapter 
of  Instruction  during  his  term  of  office,  and  every  Chap- 
ter a  Past  Principals'  night  once  a  year,  and  thus  en- 
deavor to  re-awaken  interest  in  and  retain  the  active 
co-operation  of  the  older  members. 

My  official  visits  during  the  year  have  been  so  numer- 
ous that  I  will  not  take  up  your  time  in  enumerating 
them ;  suffice  to  say  that  they  averaged  almost  two  a  week 
for  every  week  during  the  year. 

Distance;  and  Convenience. 

Rules  and  regulations  should  be  liberally  construed 
when  applied  to  our  western  provinces.  Conditions  de- 
mand it.  Take,  for  instance,  the  question  of  Chapter 
jurisdiction.  Distance  "as  the  crow  flies"  works  out 
great  hardships.  It  may  compel  a  Companion  to  be 
absent  from  his  home  two  or  three  days  in  order  to  attend 
a  convocation  of  his  Chapter,  whereas,  owing  to  railway 
facilities,  if  he  could  join  another  he  could  perform  his 
duties  in  one-third  the  time.  Of  course  it  could  be  ar- 
ranged by  consent,  but,  unfortunately,  that  consent  can- 
not always  be  obtained.  Concurrent  jurisdiction  is  the 
only  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Spying  Out  the  Land. 

Companions,  I  have  been  far  afield  during  the  past 
year.  I  devoted  the  whole  of  the  months  of  September 
and  October  to  travelling  and  visiting  Chapters  in  our 
great  North-West,  living  practically  in  Pullman  cars, 
leaving  Chapter  rooms  at  two,  three,  four  and  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning  and  boarding  a  train  to  keep  my  next 
appointment.  I  was  royally  received  wherever  I  went. 
They  bestowed  too  much  of  every  good  thing  on  me  save 
sleep.  It  is  with  reluctance  and  self-denial  that  I  refrain 
from  writing  a  volume  giving  some  account  of  the  many 
good  Companions  with  whom  I  came  in  contact,  at  whose 
hands  I  received  great  kindness,  and  also  my  general  im- 
pressions of  that  wonderful  country.  It  would  take  too 
much  time  and  space,  and  I  also  remember  the  words 
"Oh,  that  mine  adversary  had  written  a  book." 
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I  must  be  content  to  speak  generally.  Hospitality 
is  the  principal  ingredient  in  the  anatomy  of  our  western 
Companions.  It  is  ingrained  in  their  bones,  flows  through 
their  blood,  and  is  writ  large  in  the  story  of  their  lives. 
They  simply  cannot  help  it.  They  have  a  grand  heritage, 
are  making  the  most  of  it,  and  almost  beyond  precedent, 
are  prospering.  They  have  unbounded  confidence  in 
their  future,  and  rightly  so,  and  take  huge  delight  in 
entertaining  their  Companions  from  the  east  with  a 
recital  of  what  the  west  is  accomplishing. 

A  Bright  Outlook. 

Our  friends  in  the  west  are  all  optimists.  They  prefer 
the  garret  to  the  cellar.  Everyone's  waggon  is  hitched 
to  a  star.  You  only  see  one  side  of  the  shield — the  bright 
side,  of  course.  No  one  is  allowed  even  for  a  moment 
to  notice  the  passing  cloud.  Its  silver  lining  is  alone  in 
evidence,  and  the  spirit  of  dominating  cheerfulness  soon 
takes  possession  of  the  visitor.  He  recalls  how  phe- 
nomenal has  been  the  growth  of  the  town  or  city  of  the 
west  and  how  marvellously  rich  its  resources.  A  village 
of  only  a  few  thousand  a  few  years  ago,  to-day  a  city 
with  all  modern  appointments  and  the  population  in- 
creased ten,  twenty  or  thirty-fold.  Then  the  tenantless 
prairie  or  the  lonely  ranch,  now  the  paved  street,  the 
boulevard,  the  park,  the  trolley  and  the  motor  car.  No 
transformation  more  sudden  or  complete  or  on  a  larger 
scale  has  ever  been  witnessed  in  the  world's  history,  and 
the  end  is  not  yet.  The  boundless  wealth  of  wheat  fields, 
mines,  forests  and  fisheries  will  long  continue  to  attract 
the  world's  attention  and  bring  in  thousands  of  settlers. 
The  threshold  has  only  been  passed  and  greater  things  are 
yet  to  come.  We  reflect,  and  we  no  longer  wonder  at  the 
dauntless,  all-prevailing  optimism.  The  lure  of  the  west 
has  beguiled  us.  We  are  willing  captives  and  join  their 
ranks  instead. 

Sizing  Up  the  Situation. 

The  matter  I  had  particularly  in  my  mind  during  my 
itinerary  was  that  of  the  division  of  our  jurisdiction.  I 
had  read  and  been  told  that  the  western  provinces  desired 
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it.  I  brought  the  question  up  at  every  meeting  I  attended, 
calling  for  opinions  and1  discussions,  at  the  same  time 
carefully  refraining  from  expressing  my  own  view.  Only 
one  Companion  publicly  advocated  separation.  Many 
spoke  against  it.  This  did  not  satisfy  me,  so  I  endeavored 
to  obtain  the  opinions  of  Companions  privately.  No 
doubt  they  are  looking  forward  to  it  in  the  future. 

At  a  number  of  the  meetings  resolutions  were  passed 
expressing  loyalty  to  Grand  Chapter.  This  was  done  at 
a  large  gathering  I  attended  at  Winnipeg,  when  represen- 
tatives from  all  the  Manitoba  Chapters  were  present.  To 
the  resolution  was  attached  a  rider  that  the  annual  Con- 
vocation of  Grand  Chapter  should  occasionally  be  held 
at  Winnipeg,  and  I  sympathize  with  that  idea.  So  far  as 
I  can  gather,  the  Companions  along  the  Coast,  especially 
in  Victoria,  Vancouver  and  Prince  Rupert,  desire  sepa- 
ration. Inland  Chapters  in  British  Columbia  do  not.  As 
to  the  other  three  Provinces ;  in  Manitoba  they  do  not ; 
in  Saskatchewan,  where  Masons  are  being  enrolled  in 
greater  numbers  than  in  any  other  province,  they  are 
looking  forward  to  it ;  as  to  Alberta,  I  cannot  express 
any  opinion. 

Where  Haste  should  be  Made  Slowly. 

You  may  reasonably  desire  and  are  entitled  to  an  ex- 
pression of  my  own  opinion.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
this  great  territory  will  always  be  administered  from  any 
one  centre.  Each  Province  will  some  day  have  a  Grand 
Chapter  of  its  own.  They  are  not  all  prepared  for  it  yet, 
and  segregation  should  be  postponed  until  every  Province 
is  convinced  that  it  is  strong  enough  to  support  a  Grand 
Chapter.  For  any  two  or  three  Provinces  to  break  away 
and  form  a  Grand  Chapter  would  not  be  expedient, 
neither  would  it  be  wise.  They  would  likely  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  agree  as  to  details  such  as  the  seat  of  government, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  when  the  population  of 
each  Province  became  more  numerous,  there  would 
necessarily  be  another  separation.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
the  Masonic  duty  of  the  stronger  Provinces  to  remain  in 
the  combination  until  the  weakest  is  able  to  assume  the 
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burden  and  responsibility  of  a  Grand  Chapter  of  its  own. 
I  also  think,  Companions,  that  so  long  as  we  remain  as 
we  are  it  is  only  reasonable  that  these  western  Provinces 
should  expect  the  annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter 
to  be  held  occasionally  in  one  of  their  centres.  It  is  just 
possible  that  contingencies  involving  expense  and  conse- 
quent legislation  may  be  overlooked  in  the  speculation. 

A  Pleasing  Incident. 

When  I  accompanied  The  Hamilton  Chapter  on  a 
visit  to  Keystone  Chapter  at  Buffalo,  in  December  last, 
I  had  the  honor  of  meeting  M.  E.  Comp.  Marshall  P. 
Hemingway,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  York.  This  resulted  in  my  attending  the  116th 
annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York 
at  Albany  on  the  4th  inst,  as  the  guest  of  that  Grand 
Chapter.  I  was  in  Albany  about  sixteen  hours,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  I  had  only  one  meal,  but  it,  with  its  adjuncts 
minor  and  major,  covered  nearly  eight  hours/  The  Con- 
vocation was  a  most  interesting  one,  the  attendance  very 
large,  and  all  the  members  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
proceedings.  Large  sums  were  voted  for  sweet  charity. 
I  also  had  the  honor  of  meeting  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry 
DeWitt,  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  United 
States.  He  is  a  pleasing  speaker,  an  attractive  personal- 
ity, and  after  meeting  him  I  could  quite  understand  his 
occupying  the  exalted  position  he  ably  fills. 

Hospitably  Received. 

Your  representative  received  great  attention  while  in 
Albany,  and  our  American  Companions  evinced  deep  in- 
terest in  Canadian  Masonry.  I  think  we  do  not  fraternize 
with  our  American  Companions  as  much  as  we  should. 
It  is  our  duty  as  citizens  to  assist  in  strengthening  the 
friendly  ties,  fraternal  and  otherwise,  which  bind  us  to 
our  strong  and  hospitable  neighbor.  With  them  we  have 
much  in  common. 

No  more  striking  chapter  in  all  modern  history  is 
recounted  than  the  story  of  a  long  century  of  unbroken 
peace  existing  between  these  two  great  countries,  the 
United   States  and   Canada.     Their  only   rivalries   have 
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been  those  of  peace.  Their  long  boundary  lines,  stretch- 
ing over  thousands  of  miles,  have  for  all  that  time  been 
undisturbed  and  without  patrol.  History,  we  are  proud 
to  say,  furnishes  no  parallel. 

Veterans  in  the  Craft. 

When  I  returned  from  the  west  I  found  an  invitation 
from  Kingston  to  attend  the  50th  anniversary  in  Masonry 
of  our  M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  Hendry,  Jr.,  Past  Grand  First 
Principal.  He  has  filled  many  important  offices  in  both 
Craft  and  Capitular  Masonry,  and  he  occupied  the  chair 
of  First  Principal  at  the  Past  First  Principal's  night  of 
Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter  on  the  21st  of 
this  month.  On  behalf  of  this  Grand  Chapter  I  extend 
congratulations'  and  best  wishes  to  our  M.  E.  Companion. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Companion  Archibald 
Cooper,  when  visiting  McCallum  Chapter  in  Dunnville. 
Companion  Cooper  is  ninety-two  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Craft  for  seventy- four  years. 
Claim  has  been  made  by  his  mother  Lodge  in  Scotland 
that  he  is  the  oldest  living  Mason. 

Reply  to  a  Critic. 

A  writer  of  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in 
a  sister  jurisdiction  has  done  me  the  honor  of  noticing 
me.  He  objects  to  the  comments  I  made  in  my  last 
annual  address  on  the  work,  especially  the  M.  E.  M. 
degree.  He  accuses  me  of  "tinkering"  and  "provincial- 
ism." I  rather  like  the  word  "tinkering."  When  I  was  a 
lad,  tinkers  led  nomadic  lives  and,  like  the  patriarch  of 
old,  travelled  in  tented  waggons.  They  pitched  their 
tents  near  a  town  or  village  and  mended  leaky  vessels, 
making  them  strong  and  seaworthy,  thereby  saving  the 
frugal  housewife  many  a  dollar.  Their  camp-fires,  hab- 
its, mode  of  life  and  stories  attracted  the  small  boy,  for 
whom  they  made  tin  whistles  for  a  half -penny.  They 
also  taughts  lessons  of  carefulness  to  the  farmers  by  ap- 
propriating to  their  own  use  and  benefit  any  articles  they 
may  have  found  lying  around  loose,  regardless  of  the 
trifling  question  of  mere  ownership. 
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A  Misfit  Word. 

The  word  "provincialism"  should  have  no  place  in 
Masonry.  If  my  worthy  Companion  were  addressing  an 
audience  in  a  country  hall  he  would  likely  tell  the  pro- 
vincials that  they  were  the  back-bone  of  the  country. 
The  Companion  misses  the  mark.  His  criticism  justifies 
my  remarks.  Our  work  has  been  tinkered  by  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  material,  and  that  is  what  I  complain 
of.  I  would  Hke  to  see  it  restored  to  its  original  state. 
Though  some  of  its  sentences  may  not  be  grammatical 
and  a  few  of  its  quaint  words  have  gone  out  of  fashion, 
still  they  are  in  keeping  with  the  times  and  characters 
we  are  supposed  to  represent.  Does  he  object  to  my 
showing  a  preference  to  my  own  country?  I  think  not. 
Then  why  does  he  complain  when  I  advocate  looking  to 
our  mother  Grand  Chapter  in  England  for  precedent? 
He  does  not  evidently  know  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  as  we 
have  it.  I  saw  that  degree  exemplified  in  full  by  Key- 
stone Chapter  at  Buffalo.  Ours  is  a  very  meagre  sum- 
mary of  it.  If  we  are  to  retain  that  degree,  it  should  be 
made  more  instructive.  The  American  degree  is  too 
elaborate  for  us.  As  many  as  forty  Companions  took 
part  when  I  saw  it. 

The  Old  Work  the  Best. 

The  Bible  of  King  James,  of  date  1611,  now  in 
almost  universal  use,  was  not  superseded,  as  many  ex- 
pected it  would  be,  by  the  revised  version  of  1880.  It  is 
to-day  held  in  deeper  reverence  and  sold  in  greater  num- 
bers the  world  over  than  ever  before.  Not  because  it  is 
old,  but  because  of  its  matchless  beauty,  its  incomparable 
diction,  its  merit,  its  sweetness  and  its  strength.  In  its 
pages  are  many  archaisms,  dimly  understood  by  the  ave- 
rage reader,  and  still  it  is  universally  loved  and  admired, 
archaisms  and  all.  The  combined  learning  and  piety  of 
some  of  the  most  brilliant  scholars  of  two  continents,  as 
revealed  in  the  revised  version  of  1880,  signally  failed 
to  produce  a  more  attractive  volume.  We  cling  to  the 
old  book  and  refuse  to  part  with  it  on  the  plea  only 
that  it  is  old. 
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I  intimated  at  our  last  Convocation  that  our  cere- 
monies would  be  reconsidered  before  a  new  issue  was 
authorized.  It  has  not  been  done,  I  regret  to  say,  and  I 
am  compelled  to  pass  the  responsibility  to  my  successor. 
May  peace  and  success  attend  his  efforts. 

The:  Writing  Fraternity. 

I  read  the  Reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the 
different  jurisdictions  when  I  get  an  opportunity.  They 
are  instructive,  interesting  and  ably  written.  The  editors 
appear  to  be  a  fraternity  themselves.  They  jibe  at  and 
stab  each  other  on  every  conceivable  point,  with  manifest 
enjoyment.  If  they  were  all  to  meet  about  a  round  table, 
with  something  on  the  table,  I  dare  say  they  would  be  the 
best  of  jolly  good  fellows.  Too  frequent  indulgence  in 
these,  rapier  thrusts  takes  away,  I  submit,  rather  than 
adds,  value  to  the  reports.  If  other  members  of  the 
Craft  were  to  talk  and  write  as  they  do,  would  it  be  con- 
ducive to  good  fraternal  feeling? 

The:  Seeker  Aeter  Knowledge:. 

Add  to  this  coterie  the  able  and  expert  Masons  to  be 
found  in  .every  district,  many  of  them  holding  prominent 
positions  in  the  Craft,  and  to  whom  the  inexperienced 
officer  appeals  for  guidance  and  instruction  and  receiving 
instead  impatient  criticism.  Most  officers  enter  on  their 
duties  as  amateurs  and  with  scant  knowledge.  They  are 
kept  busy  earning  their  livelihood,  and  have  neither  the 
time  nor  opportunity  to  dive  deeply  into  Masonic  litera- 
ture. They  naturally  look  to  these  experts  for  informa- 
tion, and  it  discourages  them  to  find  themselves  in  the 
presence  of  a  judge  who  regards  them  as  culprits  await- 
ing sentence.  Is  there  not  a  whole  volume  of  wisdom  in 
the  words : 

"Men  must  be  taught  as  though  you  taught  them  not, 
And  things  unknown  proposed  as  things  forgot." 

Observed  by  the:  Way. 

When  in  Vancouver,  accompanied  by  V.  E.  Comp. 
J.  H.  Roaf,  I  paid  a  loving  pilgrimage  to  the  last  resting 


26        GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

place  of  his  father,  the  late  lamented  M.  E.  Comp. 
William  Roaf,  P.G.Z.  The  monument  erected  over  his 
grave  by  Grand  Chapter  is  a  handsome  one  and  a  fitting 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  that  good  Mason,  who  had  lab- 
ored so  earnestly  and'  unselfishly  in  the  cause  of  Masonry 
and  this  Grand  Chapter. 

I  fully  appreciated  the  compliment  paid  me  by  the 
Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  British  Columbia, 
Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  when  on  my  western  trip. 
M.  YV.  Bro.  Rudd  travelled  from  Xanaimo  to  Vancouver 
in  order  to  be  present  at  the  Convocation  held  in  that  city. 
The  M.  W.  Bro.  who  presides  over  Manitoba's  Grand 
Lodge  travelled  a  long  distance  in  order  to  be  present  at 
the  convocation  in  Winnipeg,  and  M.  W.  Bro.  Dr.  Gorrell, 
Grand  Master  of  Saskatchewan,  conferred  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  when  I  visited  Wascana  Chapter  at  Regina, 
and  did  so  excellently. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  most  recent  vice-regal  visit  to 
Toronto,  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Milne, 
Grand  Superintendent  of  Toronto  District,  and  E.  Comp. 
Dr.  G.  Stirling  Ryerson,  I  waited  on  M.  E.  Comp.  H.  R. 
H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  our  Governor-General,  and 
Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England, 
and  presented  him,  on  behalf  of  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter, 
with  a  certificate  of  honorary  life  membership,  which  he 
graciously  acknowledged. 

And  ere  I  close  let  me  say,  as  my  predecessors  have 
observed  before  me,  that  the  promptitude  with  which 
business  is  attended  to  in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
is  most  commendable.  Procrastination  is  certainly  not 
one  of  the  failings  of  our  excellent  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Concluding  Words. 

Companions,  I  address  you  for  the  last  time.  You 
have  been  lenient  with  me  during  my  two  years  of  office, 
and  treated  me  with  great  kindness.  You  have  been 
blind  to  my  faults,  and  to  my  virtues  very  kind.  I  cannot 
flatter  myself  by  thinking  that  my  efforts  have  produced 
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any  efficient  results  for  the  cause  I  hold  so  near  my  heart. 
One  Companion  has,  however,  received  great  benefit 
therefrom,  and  that  one  is  myself.  I  lay  down  the  sceptre 
to-day  with  intermingled  feelings,  glad  to  be  relieved  of 
the  responsibilities  and  pass  them  on  to  more  capable 
hands.  I  regret  that  I  separate  myself  from  the  close 
communion  with  my  Companions,  and  I  confess  that  I 
will  miss  the  many  courteous  attentions  the  occupant  of 
this  office  always  receives  from  all  the  members  of  the 
Royal  Craft  wherever  he  may  go.  I  do  not  profess  to 
think  lightly  of  these  things,  and  not  to  have  been  flat- 
tered by  them.  That  would  be  mere  affectation.  I  am 
more  grateful  to  you  than  you  may  think.  May  He 
who  gave  us  our  lives  and  holds  in  the  hollow  of  His 
hand  our  destinies,  bless  you  always. 


Grand  Z. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved,— That  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  report  thereon  during 
the  present  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  Superintendents'  Reports. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts 
were  then  presented. 
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ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT,  NO.  i. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Prince  op  Wales  Chapter,  No.  71,  Amherstburg. — 
Visited  November  22nd.  Saw  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
conferred.  Good  attendance.  Everything  in  good  shape 
except  the  amount  of  outstanding  dues.  Prospects  of 
Chapter  good. 

Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  Windsor. — Visited  December 
30th.  Saw  Royal  Arch  degree  conferred.  About  fifty 
Companions  were  present.  Books  well  kept,  but  too 
much  back  dues.  In  this,  however,  an  improvement  has 
been  made  since  last  year. 

Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham. — Visited 
January  23rd.  About  65  Companions  present.  Royal 
Arch  degree  conferred.  This  is  one  of  the  strongest 
Chapters  in  the  district  and  doing  good  work. 

King  Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  119,  Leamington. — Vis- 
ited January  28th,  1913.  No  candidate.  Installed  the 
officers  and  saw  them  close  the  Chapter,  which  was  very 
well  done. 

Erie  Chapter,  No.  73,  Ridgetown. — Visited  Febru- 
ary 3rd.  Saw  the  Mark  Master  degree  conferred.  This 
was  the  only  Chapter  which  had  to  call  a  special  meeting 
for  me. 

McNabb  Chapter,  No.  88,  Dresden. — Visited  Feb- 
ruary 6th,  19 1 3.  Good  attendance.  Splendid  new  lodge 
room,  which  has  not  yet  been  dedicated  for  Royal  Arch 
purposes.    Royal  Arch  degree  conferred. 

Lorne  Chapter,  No.  164,  West  Lorne. — Visited 
several  times.  Only  two  candidates  received  degrees  in 
the  year,  but  the  work  was  we'll  done. 
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In  every  Chapter  in  the  district  with  one  exception 
I  saw  degrees  conferred  on  actual  candidates,  and  in 
every  instance  the  work  was  well  done. 

I  thank  the  officers  and  Companions  of  the  various 
Chapters  for  the  cordial  welcome  I  received  from  all  of 
them,  and  congratulate  them  on  the  harmony  that  per- 
vades the  district. 

Yours  fraternally, 

D.  F.  Webster, 
Grand  Supt.  St.  Clair  District,  No,  I. 
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LONDON  DISTRICT,  NO.  2. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district  for  the  year 
1912. 

As  a  whole  the  district  is  prospering.  The  year  has 
been  a  successful  one  for  the  Royal  Craft.  As  usual 
most  of  the  work  has  been  accomplished  in  the  larger 
centres,  'but  all  over  the  district  there  seems  to  be  a 
renewal  of  interest.  In  visiting  the  Chapters  I  have  met 
on  every  occasion  a  very  hearty  reception,  and  have 
always  felt  that  the  meeting  has  been  mutually  beneficial, 
and  while  there  has  been  nothing  in  particular  or  promi- 
nent in  the  work  of  the  year,  the  steady  growth  finds  us 
considerably  ahead  of  last  year. 

Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54,  St.  Thomas. — Accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp.  Richards,  I  visited  this  Chapter  on 
the  nth  of  May.  This  was  my  first  official  visit,  and  I 
found  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  scarcely  used  to  the 
harness,  but  they  were  backed  up  by  a  long  line  of  P.  Z.'s, 
who  enable  them  to  keep  up  the  record  of  that  now 
famous  Chapter.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred 
upon  three  candidates.  They  'have  a  very  promising 
officer  in  the  person  of  the  P.  S.,  and  an  old  and  tried 
servant  fills  the  S.  E.'s  chair,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
the  books,  etc.,  are  in  excellent  shape.  Palestine  is  one 
of  the  strong  points  in  this  district. 

Minnewawa  Chapter,  No.  78,  Parkhill. — Accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp.  Richards,  I  visited  this  Chapter  on 
the  nth  of  October  and  met  a  fair  attendance.  This  is 
one  of  the  Chapters  that  truly  works  under  difficulties : 
their  jurisdiction  contains  at  least  five  villages,  all  from 
ten  to  twenty  miles  distant  from  the  centre,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  Companions  live  in  these  outlying  places,  and  not 
enough  in  any  one  to  be  better  for  a  meeting  place  than 
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Parkhill.  This  year  the  E.  Z.  lives  in  the  city  of  London, 
twenty-five  miles  distant;  the  H.  in  Forest,  eighteen  miles 
distant,  and  the  J.  in  Parkhill.  The  home  of  the  P.  S., 
a  farmer,  is  ten  miles  out  in  the  country.  They  are  all 
good  officers,  but  so  separated  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  meet  for  practice  or  even  to  get  enough  together  for  a 
regular  convocation.  Judging  by  the  conditions  the  work 
done  in  presenting  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  very  cred- 
itable indeed.  It  will  require  care  and  much  foresight  on 
the  part  of  those  entrusted  with  the  management  of  this 
Chapter  to  enalble  it  Xo  do  the  work  it  should.  E.  Comps. 
Dr.  Fraser  and  Wm.  Dawson  are  at  the  helm,  and  I  look 
for  better  results  in  the  future. 

London  Chapter,  No.  150,  London. — This  is  a 
young  Chapter  in  the  city  of  the  same  name,  and  contains 
some  of  the  best  material.  I  visited  it  on  October  25th 
and  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening.  E.  Comp.  Heath  and 
his  staff  do  their  work  very  well,  and  they  are  ably  sup- 
ported by  the  P.  Z.'s.  The  books  are  in  the  hands  of 
E.  Comp.  C.  C.  Reed,  and  so  long  as  they  can  keep  him 
at  the  helm  there  is  a  very  bright  prospect  for  London 
No.  150. 

Beaver  Chapter,  No.  74,  Strathroy. — I  visited 
these  busy  Companions  on  November  4th  and  found  them 
at  their  work.  The  Mark  Master  degree  was  exempli- 
fied in  a  very  pleasing  manner,  and  an  address  on  the 
symbolism  of  the  M.  M.  degree  by  E.  Comp.  H.  (the 
Rev.  A.  Cannavan)  was  very  much  appreciated.  This 
Chapter  suffered  a  severe  loss  in  the  removal  to  the 
great  west  of  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Argue.  He  has  been 
the  life  of  the  Chapter  for  years,  and  while  we  can 
extend  our  best  wishes  for  the  future,  it  is  bard  to  part 
with  those  who  have  proved  themselves  so  useful.  Pros- 
pects are  very  favorable  in  Strathroy,  and  good  things 
are  looked  for  in  this  Chapter. 

Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53,  Petrolea. — This  is  another 
Chapter  that  finds  it  slow  work,  although  they  have  done 
fairly  well  this  year,  and  prospects  for  the  next  are  very 
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good.  The  Masonic  fraternity  in  the  town  does  not  seem 
to  be  taking  the  interest  in  R.  A.  Masonry  that  it  de- 
serves. Here  I  met  V.  E.  Comp.  John  Sinclair,  one  of 
the  best  posted  Masons  in  the  country,  who,  having  passed 
the  three  score  and  ten,  can  yet  at  five  minutes'  notice  fill 
any  office  in  a  Masonic  Lodge  or  Chapter  from  Entered 
Apprentice  to  Royal  Arch.  The  Mark  degree  was  exem- 
plified by  E.  Comp.  Wismer  and  his  staff  in  a  very  credit- 
able manner.  I  visited  this  Chapter  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  after  spending  a  very  pleasant  evening  wen: 
over  the  next  morning  to  Sarnia  and  spent  the  afternoon 
and  evening  with  the  Companions  there. 

Wawanosh  Chapter,  No.  15,  Sarnia. — Here  I 
found  everything  on  a  different  footing.  This  is  one  of 
the  brightest  towns  in  western  Ontario,  and  the  Royal 
Craft  appears  to  be  keeping  pace  with  all  other  things. 
The  hall  was  filled  at  our  meeting  in  the  evening,  and  the 
work  put  on  by  E.  Comp.  Newton  and  his  officers  was 
of  a  very  high  order.  Here  again  I  found  the  P.  Z.'s 
do  not  forget  their  duty  as  soon  as  they  are  out  of  office. 
Prospects  could  scarcely  be  brighter  than  they  are  in 
Sarnia.  E.  Comp.  A.  K.  Wanless  makes  an  ideal 
Scribe  E. 

St.  George's  Chapter,  No.  5,  London. — Accom- 
panied by  several  of  the  Companions  of  my  own  Chap- 
ter, E.  Comp.  Spencer  and  about  a  dozen  of  the  Com- 
panions of  Palestine  Chapter,  St.  Thomas,  I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  Tuesday,  November  25th.  It  has  become  a 
custom  with  the  Companions  of  this'  Chapter  and  St. 
John's,  No.  3,  to  receive  the  District  Superintendent  on  a 
special  date,  usually  designated  their  annual  meeting. 
There  was  a  full  house  and  the  true  spirit  of  the  Royal 
Craft  wTas  everywhere  manifest.  E.  Comp.  Quantz  and 
his  officers  put  on  the  Royal  Arch  degree  and  there  was 
no  room  left  for  criticism,  as  the  work  was  very  nearly 
perfect.  This  is  one  of  our  strong  and  healthy  Chapters 
and  is  a  power  for  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  district. 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  Spittal  has  charge  of  the  finances 
and  the  books  are  in  excellent  condition. 
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St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  3,  London. — This  Chapter 
I  also  visited  on  their  annual  in  November,  although 
there  was  no  degree  work.  They  ballotted  on  eight  ap- 
plications, and  apparently  work  is  not  scarce  in  St. 
John's.  This  Chapter  usually  devotes  an  evening  in 
November  to  the  reception  of  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  and  they  do  it  royally.  There  are  R.  E. 
Companions  galore,  and  the  Chapter  is  full  of  good 
material  for  many  more.  E.  Comp.  Bishop  makes  an 
ideal  presiding  officer,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  Ellwood  is  in 
charge  of  the  books  and  all  is  well  there. 

Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  81,  Aylmer. — This  being  my 
home  Chapter,  I  have  been  with  them  every  month  but 
one  during  the  year,  and  then  I  was  away  visiting  another 
Chapter  officially.  Here  you  will  meet  R.  E.  Comps. 
Rutherford  and  Dr.  Clark  and  V.  E.  Comp.  Richardson, 
who  in  years  past  have  held  Grand  Chapter  positions  and 
still  retain  their  interest  in  the  Royal  Craft.  On  the 
evening  of  my  official  visit  they  held  their  annual  Past 
Z.'s  night.  All  the  chairs  were  filled  by  former  First 
Principals  of  this  Chapter,  and  were  presided  over  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  S.  S.  Glutton,  the  first  Z.  and  father  of 
this  Chapter.  He  was  elected  First  Principal  in  Novem- 
ber, 1877,  and  has  always  retained  not  only  membership, 
but  a  lively  interest  in  the  Chapter. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  three  can- 
didates, and  the  work  done  would  be  a  credit  to  any  set 
of  regular  officers  in  the  jurisdiction.  The  E.  First 
Principal,  J.  H.  Dalton,  is  one  of  those  faithful  officers 
who  is  always  in  his  place  and  an  exceptionally  good 
worker.  In  recent  years  the  Chapter  owes  very  much  to 
him  and  to  the  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  J.  E.  Richards,  for  its 
vigor  and  exceptional  proficiency  in  the  work  of  the 
several  degrees. 

On  December  30th  I  visited  the  city  of  London  and 
had  the  honor  of  officiating  at  the  joint  installation  of 
officers  of  the  three  Chapters  in  their  fine  new  Temple, 
which  is  certainly  a  credit  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  of 
that  city. 
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In  closing,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  of  the 
London  District  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me  in  elect- 
ing me  their  Superintendent  for  1912.  My  thanks  are 
also  due  to  E.  Comp.  E.  A.  Richards  and  others  who  have 
accompanied  me  on  my  official  visits,  and  also  for  the 
very  hearty  reception  I  met  with  during  my  term  of  office. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  M.  E.  Sir,  that  I  feel 
like  criticizing  in  our  methods.  It  is  the  usual  custom  to 
notify  Chapters  at  least  a  month  in  advance  of  a  visit  of 
the  District  Superintendent,  and  then  the  officers  get 
down  to  business  and  practice  the  particular  work  to  be 
taken  up  on  that. occasion,  and  if  one  of  the  officers  is 
deficient  he  can  be  away  or  sick  and  a  more  capable 
takes  his  place,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  does  not  know  of 
the  ordinary  every-day  work  presented  to  the  candidates. 
It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  Grand  Superintendent  to  find 
the  Companions  in  all  their  good  clothes  and  good  be- 
havior in  honor  of  his  visit,  but  that  does  not  quite  accom- 
plish the  good  which  should  result  from  his  visit.  I 
simply  throw  in  the  suggestion ;  I  cannot  presume  to  offer 
a  solution. 

As  far  as  I  can  possibly  find  out  all  the  Chapters  in 
this  jurisdiction  have  been  consecrated. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.   J.    F£AR, 

Grand  Supt.  London  District,  No.  2. 
Aylmer,  January  13th,  1913. 


o 
o 

en 


O 

C 

•J 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,   1913  37 

WILSON  DISTRICT,  NO.  3. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  beg  to  submit  for 
your  consideration  the  following  report  of  Wilson  Dis- 
trict, No.  3.  I  have  visited  each  Chapter  in  my  juris- 
diction and  am  happy  to  report  the  utmost  harmony 
throughout  the  district.  My  year  has  been  a  most  pleas- 
ant one,  and  Capitular  Masonry  was  never  in  a  more 
flourishing  condition.  I  have  endeavored  to  visit  each 
Chapter  on  other  than  the  night  of  installation  of  officers 
in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  of  exemplifying  one  or 
more  of  the  degrees,  and  am  most  pleased  to  report  that 
I  have  seen  at  least  one  degree  conferred  in  each  Chapter 
of  the  district. 

Brant  Chapter,  No.  115,  Paris. — Accompanied  by 
about  twenty  Companions  of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter, 
Brantford,  I  visited  this  Chapter  on  the  evening  of 
November  18th.  It  was  election  of  officers,  and  after 
this  work  was  completed  the  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred 
upon  two  candidates.  The  Companions  then  repaired  to 
a  banquet  room,  wihere  a  most  enjoyable  time  was  spent. 

Harris  Chapter,  No.  41,  Ingersolt- — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  November  22nd.  The  Chapter  was  honored 
with  the  presence  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Walsh,  P.G.Z.  The 
M.  M.  degree  was  worked  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner, 
after  which  came  a  general  discussion  on  the  business  of 
Grand  Chapter.  A  luncheon  brought  to  a  close  a  very 
pleasant  and  profitable  evening. 

Oxford  Chapter,  No.  18,  Woodstock. — I  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  this  Chapter  November  29th,  and 
found  a  live  Chapter  indeed.  The  R.  A.  degree  was  con- 
ferred on  several  candidates  in  a  highly  creditable  man- 
ner. This  has  been  the  banner  Chapter  of  the  district 
for  the  year.  A  banquet  followed  the  work  of  the  even- 
ing, and  a  fine  musical  program  was  rendered  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Craft. 
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Ezra  Chapter,  No.  23,  SimcoE. — I  visited  this  Chap- 
ter December  6th.  This  is  a  strong  Chapter,  but  many  of 
its  members  live  out  of  town,  and  as  the  roads  were  bad 
and  the  night  was  dark  the  attendance  was  smaller  than 
it  otherwise  would  have  been.  The  M.  M.  degree  was 
exemplified  in  an  able  and  impressive  manner.  A  dainty 
luncheon  followed,  where  a  most  pleasant  hour  was  spent. 

Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  Brantford. — I  vis- 
ited this  Chapter  several  times  during  the  year  and  saw 
all  the  degrees  worked.  On  the  evening  of  November 
1  st  the  Chapter  was  honored  with  a  visit  from  M.  E. 
Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  G.Z.,  when  he  was  pleased  to 
consecrate  the  Chapter  in  its  new  rooms.  On  this  oc- 
casion The  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  of  Hamilton,  paid  a 
fraternal  visit  and  conferred  the  R.  A.  degree.  R.  E. 
Comp.  G.  A.  Griffiths,  Grand  Superintendent,  Hamilton, 
was  also  present.  A  banquet  followed  the  evening's 
work.  I  also  visited  this  Chapter  officially  January  3rd, 
when  the  officers  were  installed  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  R. 
McCormack,  assisted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  M.  McCormack. 
Mount  Hofeb  Chapter  had  never  brighter  prospects. 

Finally,  I  must  thank  the  Companions  for  the  honor 
they  conferred  upon  me  at  the  last  Convocation  of  Grand 
Chapter,  and  for  the  many  kindnesses  they  have  shown 
me  during  the  past  year.    I  wish  them  all  prosperity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Joyce, 
Grand  Supt.  Wilson  District,  No.  3. 
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WELLINGTON  DISTRICT,  NO.  4. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
district. 

I  wish  first  to  -thank  the  Companions  for  the  high 
honor  conferred  upon  me  in  electing  me  to  this  important 
office.  In  assuming  the  position  I  did  so  with  no  little 
misgiving  and  reluctance,  but,  realizing  the  responsibili- 
ties and  duties  incumbent  upon  me,  I  have  endeavored 
to  faithfully  and  conscientiously  discharge  my  duty.  For 
any  shortcomings  and  failures  on  my  part  I  ask  the  broad 
mantle  of  Masonic  charity,  and  hope  that  I  may  have 
been  of  some  assistance  and  given  some  encouragement 
to  the  Companions  in  upholding  and  maintaining  the 
principles  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  to  the  lasting  benefit 
of  the  individual  Chapters  and  district  as  a  whole.  I 
desire  also  to  record  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness  and 
consideration  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  in  visiting  two 
of  the  Chapters  in  the  district  during  my  term  of  office. 
These  visits  proved  a  source  of  great  help  and  inspiration 
to  the  officers  and  Companions. 

I  am  also  deeply  indebted  to  the  Past  District  Superin- 
tendents and  Past  Principals  of  the  different  Chapters 
for  their  valuable  assistance,  advice  and  information  at 
all  times  cheerfully  given. 

I  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the  district  during  my 
term  of  office,  and  as  a  result  of  the  excellent  work  of 
my  predecessor  all  have  shown  an  improvement  and  my 
work  has  been  exceedingly  easy  and  pleasant.  I  saw  the 
work  put  on  by  the  regular  officers  in  all  but  one  of  the 
Chapters  and  found  same  very  uniform.  The  secre- 
tarial work  of  the  various  Chapters  is  in  very  efficient 
hands  and  very  well  performed. 
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Waterloo  Chapter,  No.  32,  Galt. — This  'being  my 
own  Chapter,  I  attended  all  the  meetings  during  -the  year 
and  visited  officially  on  April  22nd.  We  were  particu- 
larly honored  by  having  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  and  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Treasurer  visit  us  on  this  occasion. 
This  being  Past  Z.'s  night,  the  Past  First  Principals  occu- 
pied the  various  offices.  My  father,  R.  E.  Comp.  Wm. 
Cowan,  filling  the  office  of  First  Principal,  made  this  a 
rather  unique  and  pleasant  experience  for  me.  The  R.  A. 
degree  was  conferred  in  a  very  able  and  impressive  man- 
ner, M.  E.  Comp.  Moore  giving  the  Mystical  lecture, 
which  for  dignity  and  impressiveness  could  not  be  ex- 
celled. This  was  very  much  enjoyed  and  appealed  strongly 
to  the  Companions,  who  will  all  ever  remember  the  oc- 
casion with  pleasure.  There  was  a  large  attendance  and 
a  very  profitable  evening  was  spent.  After  the  work  in 
the  Chapter  room  was  concluded,  all  adjourned  to  the 
banquet  hall,  where  an  excellent  programme  of  speech 
and  song  as  well  as  banquet  was  provided.  Waterloo 
Chapter  excelled  itself  in  entertaining  on  this  occasion, 
and  this  is  spoken  of  by  the  Companions  as  one  of  the 
brightest  evenings  Waterloo  Chapter  has  ever  had.  The 
regular  officers  are  all  capable  and  perform  their  duties 
in  a  very  able  and  efficient  manner.  There  is  always  a 
good  attendance  of  Past  Principals  at  the  meetings.  R.  E. 
Companions  Taylor,  W.  Cowan  and  Collins  rarely  miss 
a  meeting,  and  much  of  the  success  of  the  Chapter  is  due 
to  this  and  the  energetic  First  Principal,  E.  Comp.  Hamil- 
ton, and  Scribe  E.  Comp.  Chas.  Blake.  The  newly  in- 
stalled officers  are  well  up  in  the  work  and  the  prospects 
good. 

Berlin  Chapter,  No.  117,  Berlin. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  officially  on  May  17th  and  was  pleased  to  have 
R.  E.  Comps.  Taylor,  Cowan,  Collins  and  a  number  of 
the  Companions  from  Gait  accompany  me.  There  was  a 
good  attendance.  E.  Comp.  J.  D.  Weir,  E.Z.,  presided, 
and  the  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred  in  a  very  able  and 
impressive  manner.  There  has  been  a  very  marked  im- 
provement in  this  Chapter  during  the  year  in  every  par- 
ticular.   The  officers  are  all  very  enthusiastic  and  a  num- 
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ber  of  promising  Companions  have  been  added  to  the 
membership.  The  officers  and  Companions  are  certainly 
to  be  congratulated  for  the  excellent  showing.  The  future 
is  very  bright.  This  Chapter  has  very  elegant  and  com- 
fortable quarters,  and  their  hospitality  is  fully  in  keep- 
ing. Nowhere  is  a  Companion  made  more  welcome  than 
in  Berlin  Chapter.  I  was  pleased  to  meet  R.  E.  Comp. 
Walker  and  E.  Comp.  Spence,  both  of  whom  take  a  great 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter  and  are  regular 
attendants.  The  secretarial  work  is  well  performed  and 
everything  is  kept  in  first-class  order. 

I  also  visited  this  Chapter  accompanied  by  a  number 
of  Companions  from  Gait  on  November  22nd,  on  which 
occasion  the  Chapter  was  honored  by  a  visit  from  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  also  M.  E.  Comp.  Shaw,  P.G.Z.  This 
was  what  was  termed  "  Backsliders  "  night,  and  as  such 
was  successful  in  securing  a  good  attendance.  The  regu- 
lar officers  presided  and  conferred  the  R.  A.  degree  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner.  On  this,  as  on  the  former  oc- 
casion, adjournment  was  made  to  the  banquet  hall,  where 
a  very  pleasant  time  was  spent,  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
giving  an  exceedingly  interesting,  instructive  and  benefi- 
cial discourse,  which  was  much  appreciated  and  will  long 
be  remembered  with  pleasure  and  benefit  by  the  Com- 
panions. M.  E.  Comp.  Shaw  also  gave  an  excellent  ad- 
dress. The  evening  was  one  which  was  very  much  en- 
joyed and  should  do  much  to  secure  a  better  attendance 
at  future  meetings. 

Enterprise:  Chapter,  No.  6y,  Harriston. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  at  the  regular  convocation  on  October  7th. 
The  E.  Z.,  Comp.  A.  L.  Patterson,  presided,  but  there 
was  a  rather  small  attendance  owing  to  nearly  all  the 
male  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  countryside  being  at 
Mount  Forest  to  a  political  meeting.  The  M.  M.  degree 
was  worked  in  a  very  fair  manner.  I  was  informed,  and 
it  is  only  reasonable  to  believe,  that  with  the  regular 
officers  the  work  is  done  in  a  much  better  manner  than 
on  my  visit.  The  three  Principals  and  Scribe  E.  were 
about  the  only  regular  officers  present.    There  is  a  num- 
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ber  of  very  enthusiastic  Companions  in  this  Chapter,  sev- 
eral on  this  occasion  driving  from  Drayton.  The  officers 
are  very  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter  and  it 
should  make  greater  growth.  I  have  no  doubt  that  at  an 
early  date  some  means  will  be  taken  to  induce  a  better 
attendance  and  create  more  enthusiasm  among  the  Com- 
panions. I  was  much  pleased  to  make  the  acquaintance 
of  R.  E.  Comp.  Prain,  who,  though  one  of  the  oldest,  is 
one  of  the  most  faithful  members.  After  the  meeting  a 
short  time  was  spent  in  the  banquet  hall  and  in  social 
intercourse. 

Guelph  Chapter,  No.  40,  Gueeph. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  December  13th  and  received  a  very  hearty 
and  fraternal  greeting.  This  Chapter  has  shown  marked 
progress  during  the  year  and  has  good  prospects.  Owing 
to  the  Fat  Stock  Show,  which  was  in  progress  in  the  city 
at  the  time,  it  was  impossible  to  secure  a  candidate,  but 
I  know  the  E.  Z.  can  perform  all  the  duties  appertaining 
to  his  chair  in  a  manner  that  would  do  credit  to  any 
Chapter.  There  was  a  small  attendance,  but  E.  Comp. 
Stephenson  opened  the  Chapter  and  put  through  much 
routine  work  in  a  very  credible  and  business-like  manner, 
and  to  him  is  due  in  no  small  measure  the  recent  success 
of  this  Chapter.  A  general  discussion  with  regard  to  a 
number  of  matters  of  interest  brought  out  several  valu- 
able suggestions,  and  no  doubt  some  means  will  be  taken 
to  create  even  a  greater  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry  and 
a  better  attendance  of  the  Companions.  Future  prospects 
for  this  Chapter  are  very  fair,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  the  faithfulness  and  zeal  of  the  officers  will  be 
crowned  with  success.  I  was  much  pleased  to  meet  E. 
Comp.  Mahoney,  who  still  takes  a  deep  interest  in  Capitu- 
lar Masonry,  and  who,  despite  his  years,  is,  I  believe,  a 
regular  attendant.  A  very  pleasant  time  was  also  spent 
in  social  intercourse  around  the  banquet  table. 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  83,  Orangeviele. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  December  the  18th.  The  attendance  was  not 
very  large,  but  there  were  a  number  of  very  earnest  and 
faithful  Companions.     This  was  a  special  meeting  called 
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by  dispensation  to  instal  the  'officers,  as  the  regular  meet- 
ing would  have  come  on  the  24th,  on  which  date  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  a  meeting.  E.  Comp.  Green 
presided  and  the  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred,  a  number 
of  the  Past  Principals  assisting  in  the  work,  which, 
considering  that  they  have  not  had  any  work  for  some 
time,  was  put  on  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  After 
the  degree  work  I  had  the  pleasure  of  installing  the 
officers,  who  all  seem  very  enthusiastic,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  will  prove  worthy  of  the  honor  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  their  Companions.  The  prospects 
of  this  Chapter  are  fair,  and  with  a  little  more  energy 
on  the  part  of  the  officers,  I  believe,  could  show  a 
considerable  increase  in  attendance  and  membership.  I 
was  very  pleased  to  meet,  on  this  occasion,  my  friends 
R.  E.  Comps.  Irvine,  Preston  and  Mann,  all  of  whom  con- 
tinue to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  Chap- 
ter, as  well  as  all  others  in  itJhe  district.  .  A  discussion  on 
matters  in  general  was  engaged  in  and  a  very  pleasant 
time  spent  in  the  banquet  hall. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  deeply  thankful  to  the  Compan- 
ions for  the  hearty  and  fraternal  welcome  given  me  on 
every  occasion,  and  assure  them  I  shall  ever  cherish  the 
fondest  memories  of  the  courtesy  and  brotherly  love 
shown  me  in  all  my  official  visits  throughout  the  district, 
and  thank  the  brethren  who  by  their  congenial  compan- 
ionship and  wise  counsel  have  aided  me  in  making  my 
duties  both  pleasant  and,  I  trust,  profitable  to  the  several 
Chapters  under  my  official  care. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Jas.  H.  Cowan, 
Grand  Sitpt.  Wellington  District,  No.  4. 
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HAMILTON  DISTRICT,  NO.  5. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  the  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — Permit  me  to  submit 
herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Mas- 
onry in  Hamilton  District,  No.  5.  I  desire  first  to  express 
my  appreciation  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me  in  elect- 
ing me  to  the  honorable  position  of  Grand  Superinten- 
dent.. Shortly  after  my  installation  I  appointed  V.  E. 
Comp.  W.  F.  McGiverin  District  Scribe  E.,  but  later, 
owing  to  his  business  engagements,  he  found  it  necessary 
to  resign  the  position.  I  then  waited  on  E.  Comp.  F.  H. 
Nairn,  who  very  kindly  accepted  the  position,  and  to 
whom  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the  very  able  manner  in 
which  he  conducted  the  business  connected  with  this 
office. 

As  requested  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  in  his  report 
to  Grand  Chapter  at  Toronto,  February  28th,  1912,  I  held 
a  Chapter  of  Instruction  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Hamilton, 
on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  October  30th.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  nearly  every  Chapter 
being  well  represented. 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  honored  by  being  presented 
with  a  Grand  Superintendent's  regalia.  The  presentation 
was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Chapters  of  Hamilton  District 
by  the  R.  E.  Comp.  Donald  MePhie,  after  which  the 
M.  M.  M.  degree  was  exemplified  by  the  E.  Z.  and  officers 
of  The  Hamilton  Chapter,  No.  175,  the  M.  E.  M.  degree 
by  the  E.  Z.  and  Companions  of  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  6. 
In  the  evening  the  R.  A.  degree  was  exemplified  by  the 
E.  Z.  and  officers  of  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2.  The  work 
of  all  three  degrees  was  exceptionally  well  done,  and  I 
congratulate  the  above-named  Chapters  on  their  set  of 
officers.  We  were  honored  in  the  evening  by  the  presence 
of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  R.  E. 
Comps.  A.  T.  Freed,  F.  Miller,  Wm.  Panton,  V.  E. 
Comps.  S.  R.  Bews,  Geo.  H.  Lanigan,  and  a  number  of 
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other  distinguished  Companions,  who  assisted!  the  Grand 
Z.  to  consecrate  Hamilton  Chapter.  After  the  close  of 
our  very  successful  and  profitable  meeting  we  repaired 
to  the  banquet  hall,  where  refreshments  were  furnished 
by  the  city  Chapters  to  the  visiting  Companions  of  the 
district,  which  was  very  much  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

I  now  desire  to  thank  V.  E.  Comp.  L/anigan  for  his 
efficient  services  rendered  me  in  arranging  for  this  Chap- 
ter of  Instruction. 

The  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  Hamilton. — On  Sep- 
tember 27th  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Hiram  Chapter 
and  seeing  the  R.  A.  degree  conferred  by  the  Past 
Principals  of  the  Chapter,  M.  E.  Comp.  G.  Moore  acting 
as  First  Principal,  and  I  must  congratulate  each  and 
every  member  who  took  part  for  the  very  able  manner 
in  which  the  degree  was  exemplified. 

St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  75,  Milton. — On  November 
28th,  accompanied  by  E.  Comp.  F.  H.  Nairn,  District 
Scribe  E.,  and  Comps.  J.  W.  Bousfield,  S.  S.  Forbes,  and 
Alex.  Woosey,  who  acted  as  chauffeur,  we  journeyed  to 
Milton,  where  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  my  mother  Chap- 
ter. Here  we  found  the  Companions  comfortably  situ- 
ated in  a  new  home.  We  also  witnessed  the  R.  A.  degree 
conferred  on  three  candidates  by  E.  Comp.  A.  A.  Arm- 
strong, First  Principal,  and  his  efficient  set  of  officers. 
They  were  congratulated  on  the  able  manner  in  which 
the  degree  was  conferred  by  the  visitors,  among  whom 
were  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Milne,  Grand  Superintendent 
Toronto  District;  E.  Comp.  Casper  Clark,  First  Prin- 
cipal of  The  Beaches  Chapter,  Toronto,  and  E.  Comp. 
Geo.  Andrews,  of  White  Oak  Chapter,  Oakville,  and 
others.  After  the  close  of  the  meeting  we  were  enter- 
tained at  a  banquet  at  the  Hotel  McGibbon,  where  the 
usual  toast  list  was  honored.  The  meeting  broke  up  after 
each  and  every  Companion  had  spent  a  most  enjoyable 
evening.  Nothing  but  the  brightest  prospects  are  looked 
for,  which  is  largely  due  to  the  energy  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
J.  A.  Fraser  and  R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Panton,  S.E. 
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Ancaster  Chapter,  No.  155,  Ancaster. — E.  Comp. 
F.  H.  Nairn,  District  S.  E.,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Brit- 
ton,  Comp.  Forbes,  Comp.  Woosey,  and  E.  Comp.  Hay- 
hurst  accompanied  me  on  my  official  visit  to  Ancaster 
Chapter  on  December  6th.  There  was  a  good  number  of 
Companions  present,  and  as  there  was  no  work,  it  being 
their  annual  meeting,  the  E.  Z.  requested  me  to  conduct 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  incoming  year,  which  was 
unanimous,  and  after  listening  to  the  report  read  by  the 
District  S.  E.  I  feel  that  this  Chapter  is  in  a  good  condi- 
tion, and  with  Comp.  A.  S.  Armes  as  S.  E.  and  the 
officers  elected  for  1913  that  the  future  of  this  Chapter 
is  bright.  Refreshments  were  served  and  an  enjoyable 
evening  spent. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  6,  Hamilton. — I  paid  my 
official  visit,  accompanied  by  the  District  S.  E.,  to  this 
Chapter  on  December  12th,  and  was  most  cordially  re- 
ceived by  E.  Comp.  Hayhurst  and  the  officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Chapter.  There  was  no  degree  work,  but 
as  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  St.  John's  Chapter 
on  several  occasions  I  can  assure  you  that  the  work  done 
by  this  Chapter  is  a  credit  to  the  district.  At  the  request 
of  the  E.  Z.,  T.  H.  Hayhurst,  I  conducted  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  year  19 13.  I  congratulate  this  Chapter 
on  having  such  able  officers,  and  in  V.  E.  Comp.  Geo. 
Britton,  S.E.,  who  is  always  at  his  post  and  willing  to 
take  part  in  any  of  the  work.  After  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ing refreshments  were  served. 

White  Oak  Chapter,  No.  104,  OakvillE. — I  went 
to  Oakville  on  December  13th  to  pay  my  official  visit  to 
White  Oak  Chapter,  No.  104,  accompanied  by  E.  Comp. 
F.  H.  Nairn,  District  S.  E.,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Brit- 
ton, of  St.  John's  Chapter,  Hamilton.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  Companions,  this  being  their  regular  meet- 
ing, the  Chapter  having  secured  a  dispensation  from  the 
Grand  Z.  to  hold  their  annual  meeting  on  this  date,  and 
as  there  was  no  other  business,  at  request  of  the  E.  Z. 
I  conducted  the  election  of  officers,  and  a  bright  future 
<or  this  Chapter  is  assured  under  the  guidance  of  R.  E. 
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CSmps.  W.  H.  Robinson,  W.  A.  Farrah,  W.  T.  Marlatt 
and  E.  Comp.  W.  O.  Joyce,  S.E.,  who  looks  after  his 
office  in  a  creditable  manner.  Refreshments  were  served 
and  all  enjoyed  the  meeting,  which  broke  up  at  12  o'clock. 

The  Hamilton  Chapter,  No.  175,  Hamilton. — I 
paid  my  official  visit  to  The  Hamilton  Chapter  accom- 
panied by  the  District  S.  E.  on  December  17th,  at  their 
annual  meeting,  and  conducted  the  election  of  officers, 
which  went  off  in  a  very  pleasing  manner,  each  officer 
being  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Chapter.  This  was  a" 
very  pleasant  meeting,  the  Companions  having  purchased 
a  new  set  of  officers'  regalia,  and  E.  Comp.  F.  Howell 
presenting  the  Chapter  with  officers'  jewels.  Comp.  J.  E. 
Riddell  also  presented  a  set  of  Principals'  sceptres.  The 
officers  looked  very  nice  in  their  new  regalia,  and  a 
bright  future  is  looked  forward  to  in  The  Hamilton 
Chapter.  In  V.  E.  Comp.  W.  F.  McGiverin  the  Chapter 
has  a  most  efficient  S.  E.,  his  books  being  models  of  neat- 
ness and  accuracy.  There  were  a  number  of  visitors 
from  the  various  city  Chapters,  and  after  the  business  all 
were  entertained!  in  the  banquet  room,  where  refresh- 
ments were  served. 

Ths  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  Hamilton. — With  the 
District  S.  E.,  F.  H.  Nairn,  I  visited  The  Hiram  Chapter 
on  December  27th,  on  which  occasion  there  was  a  large 
gathering  of  the  Companions,  and  I  received  a  very 
hearty  and  cordial  welcome.  This  being  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Chapter,  the  E.  Z.,  Alex.  O'Dell,  requested 
that  I  should  conduct  the  election  of  officers,  which  went 
off  in  the  usual  good  manner,  each  officer  being  elected 
unanimously,  which  shows  the  fraternal  spirit  of  the 
Companions.  We  have  nothing  but  the  brightest  pros- 
pects to  look  forward  to  in  The  Hiram  Chapter,  and  in 
V.  E.  Comp.  Eanigan,  S.E.,  it  has  a  most  efficient  and 
painstaking  officer.  After  the  business  of  the  evening 
the  Chapter  was  closed  and  all  repaired  to  the  banquet 
hall,  where  ample  justice  was  done  to  the  bounteous  re- 
past which  had  been  provided,  after  which  an  enjoyable 
social  hour  was  spent  with  short  addresses  and  songs. 
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In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  various  Chapters  of  the  district  for  the 
courtesy  and  assistance  so  readily  accorded  me  at  all 
times  during  my  term  of  office  and  also  to  those  who 
accompanied  me  on.  my  visits. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

G.  A.  Griffith, 
Grand  Supt.  Hamilton  District,  No.  5. 


> 
r 

O 


CO 

o 


52  GRAND   CHAPTER   OF   CANADA 

HURON  DISTRICT,  NO.  6. 

To  Most  Excellent   Companion  the   Grand  Z.   and   the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have 
visited  all  the  Chapters  in  this,  one  of  the  largest  districts 
of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

As  Grand  Representative  I  was  invariably  received 
with  honor,  courtesy  and  kindness,  and  will" long  remem- 
ber the  many  instances  of  individual  attentions  received. 

The  Chapters  reported  in  the  past  years  as  being  in  a 
state  of  coma  have  revived  and  are  doing  good  work, 
with  one  exception,  Saugeen,  No.  50,  Walkerton,  which 
has  surrendered  its  charter.  The  reason  assigned  is  that 
the  Chapter  was  so  depleted  by  removals  of  Companions 
to  the  west  and  other  places,  it  was  impossible  to  con- 
tinue. This  reason  applies  with  equal  force  throughout 
the  district.  The  one  Companion  of  courage  and  energy 
was  lacking  in  Saugeen.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  strong 
and  robust  in  this  district,  and  had*  we  not  to  contend 
with  so  many  removals  to  the  west  and  north,  would  show 
larger  margins.  In  several  districts  Chapters  of  In- 
struction are  attended  with  many  difficulties  and  disap- 
pointments. I  have  strongly  advised  interchange  of  visits 
and  work  among  Chapters  as  a  substitute. 

It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  devotion  to  duty  that  pre- 
vails among  the  principal  officers  and  the  patience  they 
exhibit  when  Companions  and  minor  officers  fail  to  attend 
the  regular  convocations  of  the  Chapters.  My  prime 
object  was  to  promote  the  ardor  and  the  courage  and 
energy  and  faith  of  the  principal  officers. 

The:  Maixoch  Chapter,  No.  66,  Seaforth. — E. 
Comp.  H.  E.  Jeffery,  Z. — I  visited  this  Chapter  June  17th 
and  was  most  cordially  received  by  R.  E.  Comps.  Rev. 
John  Berry  and  Dr.  Cooper,  escorted  to  comfortable 
quarters,  and  afterwards  at  a  banquet  was  shown  every 
consideration.  All  the  officers  did  good  work.  The  R.  A. 
degree  was  exemplified  on  substitute  candidates,  expected 
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candidates  failing  to  attend.  When  the  regular  candidate 
is  unable  to  attend  I  do  not  advise  the  repetition  of  the 
work  on  volunteer  candidates.  The  officers  are  not  at 
their  best.  There  were  only  a  few  of  the  regular  officers 
at  their  posts,  the  military  camp  being  held  at  Goderich 
at  the  time.  Few,  if  any,  Chapters  have  any  better  pros- 
pects or  do  better  work.  R.  E.  Comps.  Dr.  Cooper  and 
Rev.  John  Berry  are  ever  ready  to  aid  in  the  work  of  the 
Chapter  and  are  a  constant  inspiration  to  the  Compan- 
ions. 

Chantry  Chapter,  No.  130,  Southampton. — E. 
Comp.  George  McAulay,  Z. — I  visited  this  Chapter 
September  24th  in  company  with  E.  Comp.  Thos.  Black- 
more  and  A.  Weatherhead,  S.E.,  of  Bernard  Chapter. 
We  were  received  by  E.  Comp.  Burns,  who  accompanied 
us  during  the  afternoon  to  see  the  extensive  factories 
and  general  progress  of  the  town.  We  met  many  old 
friends,  among  whom  was  E.  Comp.  Tom  Bell.  On 
account  of  rain  and  muddy  roads,  the  candidate,  who 
had  to  come  ten  miles,  failed  to  appear.  The  officers  were 
willing  to  exemplify  the  degree  with  a  substitute  candi- 
date. This  I  did  not  encourage.  They  opened  and  closed 
in  the  R.  A.  degree,  doing  good  work,  R.  E.  Comp.  Scott 
giving  the  Mystical  Lecture,  and  he  is  a  tower  of  strength 
to  the  Chapter,  being  willing  and  capable.  The  usual 
two  hours  of  refreshment  were  happily  and  usefully 
spent.  The  best  time  to  visit  this  Chapter  is  during  the 
close  of  navigation.  Many  of  the  Companions  are  sea- 
faring. 

Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  84,  Wingham. — Visited  this 
Chapter  on  October  15th  at  their  regular  convocation. 
At  8  o'clock  I  inquired  my  way  to  the  Chapter  room  and 
was  pleased  to  find  a  fair  number  of  Companions  in  the 
ante  room  and  two  candidates  for  advancement.  The 
work  was  good.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Campbell  has  given 
life  and  energy  to  this  Chapter,  which  for  some  years 
has  been  barely  able  to  maintain  existence.  One  man 
with  enthusiasm  can  do  great  things.  I  learned  from  the 
Scribe  E.  that  a  number  of  additions  to  the  membership 
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had  been  made  this  year.  I  was  pleased  to  meet  V.  E. 
Comp.  W.  Tamlyn,  who  is  one  of  the  charter  members. 
Here  as  elsewhere  the  faith  and  enthusiasm  of  the  prin- 
cipal Companions  is  reflected.  Endeavor  and  energy  will 
bring  and  continue  prosperity. 

Lucknow  Chapter,  No.  147,  Lucknow. — Visited 
this  Chapter  on  October  31st  at  their  regular  convocation. 
I  was  escorted  to  the  Chapter  room  by  a  number  of  the 
Companions.  Two  candidates  were  exalted.  But  few 
of  the  regular  officers  were  present.  E.  Comp.  A.  J. 
Davison  did  not  expect  to  do  the  work,  but  with  slight 
assistance  it  was  well  done.  Earnest  work  in  practice 
with  the  excellent  material  in  the  Chapter  will  make 
Lucknow  Chapter  one  of  the  best.  W.  W.  Hill,  S.E., 
has  his  books  in  good  form.  They  require  more  Past  Z.'s 
and  officers,  which  they  can  accomplish  by  electing  young, 
active  Companions  who  will  devote  time  and  enthusiasm 
to  the  work. 

Eujot  Chapter,  No.  129,  Mitchell. — Visited  Nov- 
ember 5th  and  was  accompanied  to  the  Chapter  hall  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  W.  Elliot.  The  R.  A.  degree  was  con- 
ferred by  the  First  Principal,  R.  P.  Nichols,  and  officers. 
The  work  was  well  done.  Many  of  the  regular  officers 
were  absent.  This  is  a  frequent  occurrence,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Elliot  ably  filling  in  where  required.  The  territory  of 
this  Chapter  is  small,  but  its  prospects  are  good.  E. 
Comp.  Second  Principal  Dr.  Smith  excelled  in  his  work, 
and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  hear  him  give  the  Symbolical 
lecture.  R.  E.  Comp.  Elliot  is  equally  at  home  in  any  part 
of  the  work  and  filled  any  office  vacant.  Acting  as  they 
do  with  faith  and  courage  their  success  is  assured. 

St.  James'  Chapter,  No.  46,  St.  Mary's. — Visited 
this  Chapter  November  16th,  at  the  regular  Convocation. 
My  reception  by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Constable  was  cor- 
dial. At  the  proper  time  I  was  accompanied  to  the 
Chapter  room  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Sharpe.  The  R.  A.  degree 
was  conferred  in  an  excellent  manner  by  E.  Comp.  L.  J. 
Constable  and  his  officers.  As  is  the  case  in  many  Chap- 
ters, the  regular  officers  were  not  all  present,  but  those 
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appointed  to  take  the  place  of  the  absent  did  their  work 
well.  R.  E.  Comp.  Sharpe  impressively  gave  the  Mystical 
lecture.  I  strongly  commend  keeping  Past  E.  Comps.  in 
touch  with  the  work  by  calling  on  them  to  take  part. 
V.  E.  Comp.  A.  Carman,  S.E.,  is  a  fitting  representative 
of  Ezra  the  Scribe.  This  Chapter  is  not  large.  More 
M.  M.'s  should  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  the 
Chapter  confers.  During  the  social  hour  an  excellent 
lunch  was  served  in  a  private  room  in  the  Windsor 
Hotel.  Before  my  departure  I  was  driven  around  the 
town  to  view  the  various  industries.  The  future  of  St. 
James'  Chapter  is  assured. 

Huron  Chapter,  No.  30,  Goderich. — Visited  this 
Chapter  on  November  19th.  The  R.  A.  degree  was  con- 
ferred on  two  candidates  by  E.  Comp.  G.  L.  Parsons  in 
an  excellent  manner,  his  officers  being  attentive  and  cap- 
able. The  Principal  Sojourner  and  S.  E.  deserve  special 
mention.  E.  Comp.  W.  Gallow  acted  as  Second  Prin- 
cipal. I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  meeting  E.  Comp. 
N.  Law-son  and  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  Radoliffe,  both  of  whom 
the  Companions  hold  in  high  esteem.  I  was  accompanied 
by  Comps.  George  Yates  and  Cooper  from  Bernard  Chap- 
ter.    Huron  Chapter  is  prosperous. 

Tecumseh  Chapter,  No.  24,  Stratford. — Visited 
this  Chapter  on  November  22nd.  The  First  Principal 
and  his  officers  conferred  the  R.  A.  degree.  The  work 
was  well  done.  This  is  much  the  largest  Chapter  in  the 
district.  The  artisan  and  the  scholar  unite  in  making 
Tecumseh  capable  and  progressive.  This  Chapter  is  en- 
riched by  having  several  past  R.  E.  Companions  and 
many  Past  Principals,  w'ho  are  active  and  on  occasion 
assist  the  First  Principal.  I  was  favorably  impressed  by 
the  excellent  examination  passed  by  the  candidates.  We 
do  not  always  know  the  value  of  some  quiet  Companion 
who  posts  the  candidates.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
my  valued  Comp.  F.  R.  Blewett,  of  Bernard  Chapter.  I 
cannot  too  highly  commend  the  close  attention  of  R.  E. 
Comp.  J.  Stevenson,  S.E.,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  J.  S.  Sanagan, 
S.N.,  who  discharged  their  duties  in  a  perfect  manner. 
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Later  at  the  social  hour  a  Companion  gave  a  recitation 
faultlessly.  The  matter  of  the  recitation  reminded  me  of 
a  nautical  position  greatly  feared  by  prudent  captains, 
i.e.,  sailing  so  close  to  the  wind  as  to  get  the  ship  in  irons. 
The  furniture  and  equipment  of  Tecumseh  Chapter  are 
all  that  can  be  desired. 

Havelock  Chapter,  No.  63,  Kincardine. — E.  Comp. 
K.  J.  McPherson,  Z. — I  visited  this  Chapter  on  20th 
December,  and  was  met  at  the  station  by  the  E.  Z.,  Comp. 
M.  J.  McPherson,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  E.  Miller.  In  com- 
pany with  the  E.  Z.,  I  called  on  a  number  of  the  Com- 
panions. The  M.  E.  M.  degree  was  conferred  in  an 
exeeWent  manner  by  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Bruce,  E.  Comp. 
McPherson  'having  requested  him  to  do  so.  The  readi- 
ness with  which  this  Companion  relieved  him  of  work  on 
account  of  a  recent  bereavement  exemplified  the  true 
spirit  of  Masonry.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of 
Companions,  among  whom  I  met  many  old  friends,  not- 
ably Comp.  Col.  Hugh  Clark,  M.P.,  who  in  the  Chapter 
and  later  at  the  banquet  did  his  share  in  providing  the 
harmony  and  fellowship  of  our  noble  order.  The  present 
state  and  future  prospects  of  this  Chapter  are  excellent. 
Nowhere  have  I  seen  a  better  esprit  de  corps  and  com- 
panionship. Nowhere  has  more  courtesy  been  paid  to 
your  representative  than  in  Havelock  Chapter.  Here 
they  are  descended  from  the  same  stock,  partake  of  the 
same  nature  and  share  in  the  same  hope. 

Bernard  Chapter,  No.  146,  Listowel. — E.  Comp. 
Thomas  Blackmore,  Z. — I  paid  my  official  visit  to  this 
my  'home  Chapter  at  a  special  meeting  on  January  3rd 
called  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  several  brethren 
who  live  at  some  distance  and  who  were  prevented  from 
attending  former  Convocations  by  the  state  of  the  roads. 
A  snow  and  sleet  storm  again  prevented  their  attendance 
and  no  work  was  done.  I  have  attended  all  the  meetings 
of  the  Chapter  during  the  year  and  acted  part  of  the  time 
as  Third  Principal  on  account  of  the  absence  of  the 
Third  Principal.  The  E.  Z.  and  the  Second  Principal 
are  among  the  best  officers  in  the  district,  not  only   in 
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conferring  degrees,  but  in  attending  strictly  to  all  the 
duties  of  their  office.  The  active  duties  of  Principal 
Sojourner  are  performed  by  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Blackmore, 
who  excels  in  this  particular.  The  work  of  Bernard 
Chapter  is  excellently  done,  the  prospects  good,  and, 
though  suffering  from  removals,  the  Companions  are 
hopeful  and  full  of  courage. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  Campbell, 
Grand  Supt.  Huron  District,  No.  6. 
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NIAGARA  DISTRICT,  NO.  7. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

As  Grand  Superintendent  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the 
Niagara  District. 

With  one  exception  I  visited  every  Chapter,  and  am 
very  much  pleased  to  report  the  great  harmony  and  en- 
thusiasm that  prevails  throughout  the  district.  On  every 
occasion  I  have  been  received  and  entertained  in  a  most 
kindly  and  fraternal  manner,  making  the  remembrance  of 
such  visit  a  very  pleasant  memory.  I  am  also  pleased  to 
report  the  work  of  the  various  degrees  well  done  and 
uniform.  The  officers  are  capable  and  earnest  in  their 
work,  and  the  outlook  for  the  future  appears  to  be  very 
bright  indeed. 

Willson  Chapter,  No.  64,  Welland. — I  made  the 
first  of  my  visits  to  this  Chapter  Wednesday,  May  8th, 
accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comps.  S.  P.  Gourlay,  Geo.  Burch 
and  Comp.  A.  L.  Jackson.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was 
conferred  on  two  candidates  in  a  very  capable  and  exem- 
plary manner.  The  prospects  of  this  Chapter  are  par- 
ticularly bright,  the  boom  in  the  town  being  sufficient  to 
warrant  it;  and  with  R.  E.  Comps.  Ross,  Cohoe  and 
Pettit  the  officers  are  able  for  any  emergency.  After  the 
work  of  the  evening  was  over  the  Companions  adjourned 
to  the  banquet  room  where  an  enjoyable  time  was  spent. 

McCaixum  Chaptkr,  No.  29,  Dunnviixe. — On  Fri- 
day, June  2 1  st,  I  had  much  pleasure  in  making  my  visit 
to  this  Chapter,  on  which  occasion  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W. 
Harcourt,  Grand  Z.,  paid  a  fraternal  visit.  The  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  two  candidates  in  a  highly 
pleasing  and  impressive  way  that  merits  great  praise.  The 
officers  of  McCallum  Chapter  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
plimented on  their  rendition  of  the  work.  The  three 
Principals,  E.  Comps.  Congdon,  Parkes  and  Yocom,  have 
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the  work  well  in  hand,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  S.  Amsden 
showed  himself  an  adept  in  his  explanation  of  the  Mys- 
tical Lecture.  The  finances  and  prospects  of  the  Chapter 
are  good,  and  a  year  of  prosperity  is  looked  for.  After 
the  Chapter  work  was  through  the  Companions  ad- 
journed to  the  banquet  room,  where  felicitous  speeches 
were  made  by  the  "  Grand  River  Roarers,"  and  M.  E. 
Comp.  Harcourt  did  himself  proud  in  his  reminiscences 
of  earlier  years  in  this  his  native  section. 

Niagara  Chapter,  No.  55,  Niagara-on-the-Lake. — 
On  Thursday,  December  28th,  accompanied  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  R.  G.  W.  ConoLly,  E.  Comp.  Jas.  E.  Merriman 
and  Comp.  D.  J.  Mcintosh,  I  visited  this  Chapter.  The 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  two  candidates  in 
the  impressive  style  that  has  always  characterized  this 
Chapter.  The  Companions  deserve  great  credit  for  their 
success,  being  cut  off  on  two  sides  by  the  lake  and  river, 
and  having  only  one  blue  lodge  to  draw  from.  They  have 
a  cosy  hall,  of  which  they  may  be  justly  proud,  and  have 
a  handsome  surplus  in  the  treasury,  and  bright  prospects 
for  the  coming  year.  After  the  Chapter  was  closed  the 
Companions  were  invited  to  a  banquet,  where  a  very  en- 
joyable time  was  passed.  The  Companions  of  the  Niagara 
Chapter  are  a  very  genial  and  whole-souled  lot  of  men 
and  are  always  pleased  to  extend  their  hospitality. 

Mount  Nebo  Chapter,  No.  76,  Niagara  Fales, 
Ont. — On  November  22nd  I  visited  Mount  Nebo  Chap- 
ter at  Niagara  Falls  South,  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp. 
Geo.  Burch,  E.  Comps.  Dwyer,  Merriman  and  Riddell 
and  a  dozen  Companions  of  Mount  Moriah  Chapter  of 
St.  Catharines,  the  occasion  being  a  fraternal  visit.  The 
election  of  officers  resulted  in  a  general  advancement  with 
the  exception  of  the  office  of  Scribe  E.,  which  has  been 
so  ably  filled  by  E.  Comp.  Sloggett  for  the  past  six  years, 
who  announced  his  retirement.  This  was  much  regretted 
by  the  Companions,  who  had  hoped  that  "  the  father  of 
the  Chapter  "  would  continue  in  office. 

E.  Comp.  Sawnnell  was  elected  to  the  office  and  will 
prove  a  good  choice.    The  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch 
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was   conferred  on  three  candidates  in  a   faultless  way, 

E.  Comp.  Carter  as  Z.  and  all  of  the  officers  proving 
themselves  capable.  The  Companions  then  adjourned  to 
the  Prospect  House,  where  an  elaborate  banquet  was  held, 
when  speeches  and  songs  and  a  most  pleasant  hour  or 
more  was  passed.  The  Chapter  is  in  a  very  healthy  con- 
dition, having,  after  payment  of  all  accounts  and  dona- 
tions to  charities,  a  surplus  of  $1,032. 

Hugh  Murray  Chapter,  No.  184,  Bridgeburg. — On 
Friday,   December  20th,   accompanied   by   R.   E.   Comp. 

F.  C.  McCordick,  the  First  Principal  of  Mount  Moriah 
Chapter,  I  visited  this  the  baby  Chapter  of  the  district, 
which  was  found  to  be  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  As- 
sisted by  R.  E.  Comp.  McCordick  and  E.  Comp.  Rev. 
Wm.  Smythe,  the  I.  P.  Z.  of  the  Chapter,  I  installed  the 
newly  elected  officers,  with  E.  Comps.  E.  J.  Jukes,  Z. ; 
W.  F.  Wilson,  H.,  and  J.  W.  R.  Kee,  J.  Three  Com- 
panions for  affiliation  were  iballotted  for  and  accepted.  I 
had  the  pleasant  duty  of  presenting  the  I.  P.  Z.,  R.  E. 
Comp.  Smythe,  with  a  Past  Principal's  jewel  from  the 
Chapter.  A  Chapter  was  needed  in  this  place ;  the  mem- 
bers were  fourteen  miles  from  Welland,  and  consequently 
did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  visit.  Now  that  they  have 
one  in  their  own  town  they  are  anxious  to  make  it  the 
banner  Chapter  of  the  district,  if  not  in  quantity  at  least 
in  quality,  and  in  the  work.  They  have  good  material, 
and  I  am  certain  will  keep  up  the  high  standard. 

Grimsby  Chapter,  No.  69,  Grimsby. — On  Monday, 
December  2nd,  accompanied  by  Comp.  A.  E.  Jackson,  of 
Mount  Moriah  Chapter,  I  visited  Grimsby  Chapter.  The 
work  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  ably  exemplified  by 
the  officers  of  the  Chapter,  assisted  by  Past  Principals 
R.  E.  Comps.  A.  E.  Phipps,  W.  E.  Randall  and  Dr.  Mill- 
ward,  the  latter  being  one  of  the  oldest  Companions  of 
the  district,  who  is  fortunate  in  retaining  an  accurate 
memory.  The  degree  was  the  first  put  on  by  the  newly 
elected  officers  and  showed  what  they  can  do,  and  having 
the  assistance  of  so  many  able  and  willing  Past  Principals 
it  is  natural  that  the  Chapter  is  flourishing  and  they  are 
looking  for  a  prosperous  year. 


62        GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

King  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  57,  Port  Colborne. — I 
arranged  to  make  my  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  January 
1 6th,  but  received  a  telephone  communication  that  the 
building  was  being  re-wired  and  that  they  would  be  with- 
out light.  I  have  arranged  to  go  up  later  on.  It  seems 
unfortunate  that  this  Chapter  does  hot  have  more  of  the 
spirit  of  "  Go  "  in  its  make-up.  They  have  lots  of  good 
material  waiting  to  come  in,  but  seemingly  the  Chapter 
cannot  shake  off  the  lethargy  into  which  it  has  settled. 
I  hope  my  efforts  with  this  Chapter  may  have  some  effect 
and  now  that  they  have  electric  rail  communication  with 
Well  and  and  St.  Catharines  that  arrangements  will  be 
made  to  visit  fraternally. 

Mount  Moriah  Chapter,  No.  19,  St.  Catharines. 
— I  visited  this  my  mother  Chapter  on  January  17th  and 
was  cordially  received  and  formally  introduced.  The 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  three  candidates  in 
a  manner  that  would  deserve  praise.  The  Companions 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  bright  and  cosy  Chapter 
room,  furnishings  and  regalia,  also  their  spacious  build- 
ing, giving  them  room  and  scope  for  all  functions.  It  was 
decided  to  give  an  "  At  Home  "  next  month  in  order  to 
let  the  wives  and  sweethearts  have  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing our  quarters.  It  was  also  decided  to  have  our  annual 
Past  Principals'  night  in  March,  to  keep  our  older  Com- 
panions in  the  harness.  The  Chapter  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition  and  is,  and  has  been,  in  good  hands. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  representatives  of 
the  district  for  electing  me  to  this  high  office.  I  have 
tried  to  do  my  duty  and  hope  my  endeavors  will  have 
some  good  result.  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  the  various 
Chapters  for  the  kind  and  enthusiastic  receptions  accorded 
to  me  on  my  visits,  and  trust  I  may  be  able  to  renew  my 
acquaintance  with  them. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  N.  Lindsay, 
Grand  Snpt.  Niagara  District,  No.  7. 
St.  Catharines,  January  20th,  191 3. 
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TORONTO  DISTRICT,  NO.  8. 

To  the  Most  Excellent- the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  constitu- 
tion, I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  Grand  Chapter  my 
report  on  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Toronto  District,  No.  8. 

During  the  year  I  visited  every  Chapter  in  this  dis- 
trict at  least  twice.  The  occasion  of  the  first  visit  was 
for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  opening  ceremonies  and 
observing  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  Chap- 
ter was  conducted.  The  second  visit  was  for  the  purpose 
of  witnessing  the  conferring  of  degrees,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  report  a  very  general  and  marked  improvement  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  and  membership  in  zeal,  work,  interest 
and  efficiency.  In  all  the  Chapters  there  exists  an  earnest 
desire,  on  the  part  of  the  Companions  generally,  to  obtain 
more  light  as  to  the  symbolic  teachings  and  principles  of 
the  Royal  craft.  The  greatest  harmony  continues  to  pre- 
vail throughout  the  district,  and  at  no  former  period 
within  my  recollection  has  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Toronto  district  been  so  prosperous  or  its  future  so  en- 
couraging. 

My  official  visits  were  made  as  follows : 

May  17th — St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's,  No.  4,  To- 
ronto.   Degree,  M.M.M. 

May  23rd — King  Solomon's,  No.  8,  Toronto.  De- 
gree, M.M.M. 

June  3rd — Succoth,  No.  135,  Uxbridge.  Degree, 
H.R.A. 

June  7th — York,  No.  62,  Toronto.    Degree,  H.R.A. 

June  27th — Orient,  No.  79,  Toronto.    Degree,  H.R.A. 

October  7th — The  Beaches,  No.  163,  Toronto.  De- 
gree, H.R.A. 
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October  8th— ^Shekinah,  No.  138,  Toronto.  Degree, 
H.R.A. 

October  9th — St.  Paul's,  No.  65,  Toronto.  Degree, 
H.R.A. 

October  nth — Occident,  No.  JJ,  Toronto.  Degree, 
H.R.A. 

October  21st — Antiquity,  No.  91,  Toronto.  Degree, 
M.M.M. 

November  9th — The  St.  Patrick,  No.  145,  Toronto. 
Degrees,  M.M.M.,  M.E.M.,  H.R.A. 

November  18th — Toronto,  No.  185,  Toronto.  Degree, 
H.R.A. 

December  4th — Doric,  No.  60,  Newmarket.  Degree, 
H.R.A. 

On  each  of  the  above  occasions  the  degrees  were 
conferred  in  a  thoroughly  efficient,  dignified  and  impres- 
sive manner,  and  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
Grand  Chapter.  The  E.  First  Principals  in  the  Toronto 
district  are  very  able  men  and  zealous  Royal  Arch 
Masons ;  and  several  of  them  possess  the  qualifications 
for  that  high  and  important  office  so  admirably  portrayed 
by  a  P.G.M.  in  his  able  sketch  of  a  "  Model  Master." 

"  These  are  Masons  who  preside  over  their  lodges 
with  ability,  firmness  and  decision ;  whose  manner  is  cour- 
teous, yet  dignified;  whose  decisions  are  consonant  with 
reason  and  Masonic  law ;  who  dispense  light  and  infor- 
mation among  the  Craft;  who  bestow  upon  the  newly 
made  brother,  if  worthy  and  qualified,  not  only  wealth, 
but  power  also ;  not  the  wealth  that  corrupts  its  owner, 
nor  the  power  which  enslaves  its  dependent,  but  the  en- 
nobling wealth  of  wisdom  and  the  enduring  power  of 
knowledge;  in  short,  they  are  not  only  Masters  of  men, 
but  also  of  work,  and  who  are  indeed  entitled  to  the 
proud  distinction  of  being  regarded  as  the  '  cream  of  the 
Craft.'  " 

The  books  and  records  of  the  several  Chapters  are 
kept  in  a  careful  and  accurate  manner  generally,  yet  in 
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some  instances  I  observed  evidences  of  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  Scribes  in  not  having  the  signature  of  the 
E.  Z.  affixed  to  the  minutes  after  confirmation  and  adop- 
tion. 

The  Mark  book  is  much  neglected  by  all  Chapters  in 
the  district.  The  thought  has  been  advanced  that  Grand 
Chapter  should  either  insist  upon  the  proper  registering 
of  "  Marks  "  or  abolish  the  requirement  altogether.  At 
the  present  time  the  registration  of  "  Marks  "  is  "  more 
honored  in  the  breach  than  the  observance." 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  too  many  instances  there 
is  evidence  of  the  lack  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the 
officers.  Many  Chapters  are  from  twenty  minutes  to  one 
hour  late  in  starting  the  work  of  the  evening,  which  of 
course  means  late  hours  in  closing  and  begets  irregularity 
in  attendance.  We  want  unwilling  attendance  as  little 
as  we  want  forced  membership.  Make  the  Convoca- 
tions such  that  they  will  be  looked  forward  to  with  in- 
terest and  parted  from  with  satisfaction,  and  the  Chapters 
will  merit  and  will  attain  success. 

Three  Chapters  of  Instruction  were  held  by  me.  The 
first  on  the  evening  of  May  ioth,  1912,  in  the  Chapter 
room  of  Occident  Chapter,  No.  jj,  College  St.,  Toronto, 
when  the  degree  of  M.E.M.  was  conferred  by  the  Second 
Principals  of  the  district. 

The  second  on  the  evening  of  May  18th,  1912,  in  the 
Chapter  room  of  -  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145, 
Masonic  Hall,  Temple  Building,  Toronto,  when  the  de- 
gree of  the  H.R.A.  was  conferred  by  the  First  Principals 
of  the  district. 

The  third,  on  the  evening  of  May  31st,  1912,  in  the 
Chapter  room  of  York  Chapter,  No.  62,  North  Toronto, 
when  the  degree  of  M.M.M.  was  conferred  by  the  Third 
Principals  of  the  district. 

The  hearty  and  generous  response  to  the  call  of  these 
Chapters  of  Instruction,  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the 
several  Chapters  in  the  district,  was  most  gratifying,  and 
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clearly  evinces  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  a  warm 
place  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  range  themselves  under 
its  banners.  In  all  particulars  these  Chapters  of  Instruc- 
tion were  eminently  successful,  profitable  and  satisfac- 
tory. "  Happy  to  meet,  sorry  to  part,  happy  to  meet 
again." 

During  the  year  the  following  Chapters  were  conse- 
crated and  dedicated  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal :     • 

April  15th,  1912 — Toronto  Chapter,  No.  185. 

September  27th,  1912 — Suceoth  Chapter,  No.  135. 

October  24th,  1912 — St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's,  No. 
4;  King  Solomon's,  No.  8;  York,  No.  62;  Orient,  No.  79; 
Antiquity,  No.  91 ;  The  St.  Patrick,  No.  145. 

November  4th,  1912 — The  Beaches  Chapter,  No.  163. 

November  12th,  1912 — Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  138. 

December  nth,  1912 — St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No.  65. 

In  addition  to  these,  by  instruction  from  and  upon  the 
authority  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Principal,  I  visited 
Newmarket,  Ont.,  on  October  2nd,  1912,  consecrated  and 
dedicated  Doric  Chapter,  No.  60,  assisted  by  R.  E.  Comps. 
Geo.  McLeish  and  R.  J.  Gibson  and  Comp.  J.  S.  Sim- 
mons; and  on  December  13th,  1912,  I  consecrated  and 
dedicated  Occident  Chapter,  No.  yy,  assisted  by  R.  E. 
Comps.  J.  W.  Hickson  and  H.  T.  Smith.  Every  Chapter 
in  the  district  is  now  consecrated. 

In  yielding  up  the  trust  reposed  in  my  hands  I  must 
tender  my  thanks  to  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt  and 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett  for  the  prompt  and  kindly 
manner  in  which  they  have,  on  many  occasions,  aided  me 
in  my  work  by  their  well-known  experience.  Nor  am  I 
unmindful  of  the  splendid  services  of  E.  Comp.  Geo. 
McQuillan,  who  kindly  consented  to  act  as  District  Scribe 
E.,  and  also  E.  Comps.  Caspar  Clark,  Dr.  Singer  and 
Comp.  J.  S.  Simmons,  who  so  kindly  placed  their  motor 
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cars  at  my  disposal  throughout  the  year.  With  sincere 
thanks  to  the  officers  and  Companions  of  the  district  for 
their  kindness  and  courtesy  during  all  my  official  inter- 
course with  them,  I  return  into  their  hands  the  important 
trust  committed  to  me. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

W.  S.  Milne, 
Grand  Supt.  Toronto  District,  No.  8. 
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GEORGIAN  DISTRICT,  NO.  9. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Georgian  District  No.  9.  I 
visited  every  Chapter  in  the  district  and  was  received 
without  exception  with  the  greatest  respect  and  cordiality 
as  the  representative  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal. So  far  as  I  can  judge,  absolute  peace  and  harmony 
prevail  'throughout  the  district,  and  I  found  the  work  well 
and  uniformly  done.  I  was  particularly  impressed  with 
the  efficiency  of  the  Scribe  E.  in  each  and  every  Chapter. 
They  were  without  exception  Companions  thoroughly 
qualified  for  their  important  office.  Each  Chapter  has  a 
Book  of  Marks,  but  in  only  one  did  I  find  that  any  effort 
was  made  to  have  it  complete. 

I  found  that  the  Chapters,  with  possibly  one  excep- 
tion, had  never  been  consecrated,  and  had  the  honor  of 
performing  that  ceremony  for  four  of  them:  Manitou, 
No.  27;  McPherson,  No.  86;  Amabel,  No.  131,  and  Kichi- 
kewana,  No.  167. 

All  the  Chapters  appear  to  be  in  good  financial  circum- 
stances, prosperous  and  with  good  prospects  for  the 
future.    My  official  visits  were  as  follows : 

Manitou  Chapter,  No.  27,  Coijjngwood. — This,  my 
mother  Chapter,  I  visited  officially  twice,  my  first  and  last 
visits,  besides  being  present  at  most  of  the  other  meetings. 
On  my  first  visit,  September  21st,  the  M.M.M.  degree 
was  exemplified  by  E.  Comp.  Mair  and  his  officers.  The 
work  in  this  Chapter,  as  I  have  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  judging,  is  of  a  high  order  and,  I  believe,  compares 
favorably  with  any  in  the  jurisdiction.  My  second  visit 
was  on  December  21st,  and  was  for  the  purpose  of  conse- 
crating the  Chapter,  in  which  ceremony  I  was  assisted  by 
eleven  past  Z.'s,  all  members  of  the  Chapter,  five  of  them 
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being  past  Grand  Superintendents  of  the  district.  I  also 
had  the  pleasure  on  the  same  evening  of  installing  the 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Signet  Chapter,  No.  34,  Barrie. — I  paid  my  official 
visit  to  this  Chapter  on  December  17th,  when  the  R.  A. 
degree  was  conferred  on  two  candidates  by  E.  Comp. 
Sprott  and  his  very  efficient  staff  of  officers  in  the  excel- 
lent manner  that  would  naturally  be  expected  of  this,  the 
largest  and  strongest  Chapter  in  the  district.  This  Chap- 
ter appears  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  condition  and  has 
probably  the  best  territory  to  draw  from  of  any  Chapter 
in  the  district.  The  Barrie  Companions  are  royal  enter- 
tainers and  unsurpassed  in  working  the  fourth  degree. 

Georgian  Chapter,  No.  56,  Owen  Sound. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  at  the  regular  Convocation  on  November 
19th  and  witnessed  the  working  of  the  M.M.M.  degree 
by  E.  Comp.  Dobie  and  a  most  capable  set  of  officers  in 
almost  faultless  style.  This  Chapter  has  one  of  the  best 
records  in  the  district  for  the  past  year  and,  having  a  good 
territory  to  draw  from,  its  growth  is  bound  to  be  rapid. 

Grand  River  Chapter,  No.  70,  Bracebridge. — On 
the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  this  Chapter  at  their  regular 
meeting  on  October  17th  there  was  no  degree  work.  Two 
candidates  from  outside  were  expected,  but  at  the  last 
minute  sent  word  that  they  were  unable  to  attend.  We 
had  a  short  discussion  on  Chapter  affairs  generally,  from 
which  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  work  is  thoroughly 
understood.  'Although  this  Chapter  has  a  very  good  mem- 
bership, it  is  in  the  unfortunate  position  of  having  a  very 
small  number  in  its  own  town,  which  makes  it  difficult  to 
get  capable  officers.  This  drawback  is,  however,  largely 
overcome  by  the  faithful  interest  that  is  still  taken  in  the 
work  by  several  of  the  oldest  members,  who  are  always 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  officers. 

MacPherson  Chapter,  No.  86,  Meaford. — There 
was  also  no  degree  work  when  I  visited  this  Chapter  at 
their  regular  meeting  on  November  14th.  There  was, 
however,  a  good  attendance,  and  the  officers  and  Compan- 
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ions  generally  manifested  a  degree  of  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm that  speaks  well  for  the  future  welfare  of  this 
Chapter.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  consecrating  this  Chapter 
on  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit. 

Amabex  Chapter,  No.  131,  Wiarton. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  at  an  emergent  meeting  on  November  20th  and 
was  shown  the  greatest  courtesy  and  attention  by  my  pre- 
decessor, R.  E.  Comp.  Cameron,  and  a  number  of  the  other 
Companions.  The  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred  on  two 
candidates  by  E.  Comp.  Johnson  and  his  officers  in  a 
most  creditable  manner  despite  the  fact  that  they  were 
handicapped  by  the  absence  of  two  or  three  of  their  prin- 
cipal officers  who  had  recently  removed  from  town.  This 
Chapter  also  was  consecrated  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit. 

Kichikewana  Chapter,  No.  167,  Midland. — I  vis- 
ited this  Chapter  at  its  regular  Convocation  on  October 
25th  and  witnessed  the  working  of  the  M.  M.  M.  degree 
by  E.  Comp.  Wigg  and  his  officers  in  a  manner  second 
to  none  in  the  district.  E.  Comp.  Sprott  and  several  other 
Companions  of  Signet  Chapter  accompanied  me  on  this 
occasion  and  assisted  in  the  ceremony  of  consecrating  this 
Chapter,  at  the  same  time  adding  very  materially  to  the 
pleasure  of  my  visit.  I  was  singularly  impressed  by  the 
enthusiasm  and  interest  manifested  by  the  Companions  of 
this  Chapter  and  consider  its  prospects  very  bright. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  various  Chapters 
of  the  district  for  the  high  honor  conferred  in  electing  me 
to  the  responsible  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  and  for 
the  unfailing  courtesy  that  has  been  extended  to  me.  Each 
and  every  one  of  my  visits  was  of  the  most  pleasant 
nature,  and  I  will  long  remember  the  many  acts  of  cour- 
tesy and  attention  shown  me  by  numbers  of  the  Com- 
panions. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  T.  Stephens, 
Grand  Supt.  Georgian  District,  No.  9. 
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ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  NO.  10. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Companions, — I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report 
on  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Ontario 
District  No.  10  for  the  past  year.  In  the  first  place  I  wish 
to  thank  the  Companions  of  the  district  for  the  honor 
conferred  on  me  in  electing  me  as  Grand  Superintendent. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  in  all  my  official  visits  I 
have  been  received  most  cordially  as  the  representative  of 
the  Grand  First  Principal ;  that  peace  and  harmony  reign 
throughout  the  district ;  that  the  prospects  for  the  future 
are  encouraging,  and  that  all  the  presiding  officers  are 
reported  as  being  able  to  confer  the  several  degrees.  Some 
of  the  Scribes  seem  to  live  about  a  month  away  from  a 
post-office  and  would  try  the  patience  of  a  greater  than 
a  Grand  Superintendent.  There  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  outstanding  dues  in  the  district,  which  I  have  advised 
the  Scribes  to  look  after  and  get  in  as  soon  as  possible. 
In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  the 
Companions  who  have  accorded  me  so  many  courtesies 
during  the  year. 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  168,  Campbeeeford. — My  first 
official  visit  was  paid  to  this  Chapter  at  their  regular  Con- 
vocation on  Thursday,  June  27.  The  work  of  the  even- 
ing was  the  Royal  Arch  degree  and  was  well  exemplified 
by  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Free.  He  was  ably  assisted  by  all  his 
officers  being  present  and  each  doing  his  allotted  work. 
Comp.  Carnahan,  Scribe  E.  of  this  Chapter,  keeps  his 
books  in  good  shape  and  has  the  dues  well  in  hand.  Al- 
though this  is  the  youngest  Chapter,  it  ranks  as  one  of  the 
banner  Chapters  in  the  district.  I  was  accompanied  by 
quite  a  number  of  Companions  from  St.  Andrew's  Chap- 
ter on  this  visit. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  36,  Peterborough. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  their  regular  Convocation  Sep- 
tember 27th,  and  was  accompanied  by  Comp.  Rev.  Pick- 
ford,  from  St.  Andrew's  Chapter.     The  Companions  of 
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this  Chapter  seem  to  have  the  knack  of  making  one  feel 
at  home  from  the  first,  and'  R.  E.  Comps.  Walkey  and 
Kenner  and  V.  E.  Comp.  Higgins,  as  well  as  all  Past 
Principals,  still  take  a  very  active  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerns this  Chapter.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exem- 
plified almost  faultlessly  by  E.  Comp.  Cotton  and  his  offi- 
cers, who  not  only  know  their  work  but  do  it  beyond  criti- 
cism. The  Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Walkey,  keeps  his 
books  in  first-class  order  and  is  a  model  Scribe  E.  for 
this  district.  The  work  of  the  evening  being  over,  a 
pleasant  hour  was  spent  in  speech  and  song  around  the 
splendid  banquet  table. 

Warkworth  Chapter,  No.  no,  Warkworth. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  at  their  regular  Convocation  on  Wed- 
nesday, October  2nd,  and  was  accompanied  by  E.  Comp. 
B.  W.  Squire  from  St.  Andrew's  Chapter.  The  work  of 
the  evening  was  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  and  was  well  put 
on  by  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Black,  although  lacking  the  support 
of  the  junior  officers.  E.  Comp.  Humphries  still  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  work,  and  E.  Comp.  P.  Ewing, 
Scribe  E.,  has  also  rendered  good  service  to  this  Chapter. 

Victoria  Chapter,  No.  37,  Port  Hope. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  Friday  evening,  October  n,  at  their  regu- 
lar Convocation.  There  was  a  large  attendance  and  the 
work  of  the  evening,  the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  was  well  ex- 
emplified by  E.  Comp.  H.  A.  Fortner.  This  Chapter  is 
one  of  the  banner  Chapters  of  the  district,  the  work  being 
done  in  such  an  impressive  and  accurate  manner  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  criticism.  They  also  have  beautiful 
rooms,  excellent  equipment,  and  everything  is  in  a  'healthy, 
prosperous  condition.  R.  E.  Comp.  Sanders,  the  efficient 
Scribe  E.,  keeps  his  books  in  perfect  order  and  has  very 
few  members  in  arrears  for  dues.  The  work  of  the 
evening  over,  the  Companions  adjourned  to  the  dining 
hall,  where  they  were  royally  entertained  at  the  banquet. 

Midland  Chapter,  No.  94,  Lindsay. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  at  its  regular  Convocation  on  October  17th. 
Owing  to  the  candidate  failing  to  put  in  an  appearance,  no 
work  was  done  during  the  evening.     Capitular  matters 
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were  discussed  at  some  length  when  the  Chapter  was 
closed.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  the  model  Scribe  E.  of 
this  Chapter,  Comp.  G.  S.  Patrick,  is  about  to  retire  from 
active  service  at  the  end  of  the  year  owing  to  failing 
health.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  an  excellent  ad- 
dress by  the  Grand  Principal  Sojourner,  W.  S.  Ormiston, 
of  Uxbridge,  who  was  present. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  48,  Cobourg. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  November  22nd  on  their  regular  Convocation 
and  found  the  books  well  kept  and  everything  in  good 
order.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch  and  was  well  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  James  Gulland. 
R.  E.  Comp.  A.  J.  Gould  still  takes  an.  active  interest  in 
the  work.  Quite  a  number  of  Companions  from  Victoria 
Chapter,  Port  Hope,  drove  over  and  spent  the  evening. 
After  the  work  of  the  evening  had  been  completed  we 
adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall,  where  an  enjoyable  hour 
was  spent  in  speech  and  song  after  ample  justice  had  been 
done  to  the  banquet. 

St.  Andrew's  Chapter,  No.  139,  Havelock. — I  have 
attended  every  meeting  of  my  mother  Chapter  during  the 
year  and  paid  my  official  visit  on  November  25th  at  the 
regular  Convocation.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the 
M.M.M.  degree  and  was  well  exemplified  by  E.  Comp. 
B.  W.  Squire,  although  slightly  handicapped  by  lack  of 
the  subordinate  officers.  This  Chapter  is  doing  better  and 
has  been  doing  some  work  this  year — no  less  than  four- 
teen petitions  being  accepted.  The  books  are  well  kept 
and  the  dues  well  paid  up.  The  social  end  of  the  evening 
is  seldom  forgotten  in  this  Chapter,  and  I  received  a  royal 
welcome  from  the  Companions  in  the  banquet  hall  at  the 
close  of  the  work.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Andrews,  the  First 
Principal  for  191 3,  has  prospects  for  a  good  year's  work 
ahead  of  him. 

King  Darius  Chapter,  No.  134,  Cannington. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  at  its  regular  Convocation  on  Novem- 
ber 27th.  I  was  assured  that  their  prospects  for  the  en- 
suing year  were  much  brighter  than  for  1912.     No  work 
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was  done  during  the  evening,  and  after  an  hour  or  so 
spent  in  discussing  some  points  of  interest  to  the  Com- 
panions the  members  dispersed. 

Excelsior  Chapter,  No.  45,  Colborne. — I  was  pres- 
ent at  the  regular  Convocation  of  this  Chapter  on  Decem- 
ber 3rd,  1912,  and  my  visit  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
in  the  district.  They  receive  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  First  Principal  in  royal  style,  looking  after  his 
interests  in  every  way  from  his  arrival  at  the  station  till 
his  departure  therefrom.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was 
conferred  by  E.  Comp.  Brintnell  in  a  very  creditable 
manner.  R.  E.  Comp.  Bellamy  still  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  the  work.  Quite  a  large  number  from  Port  Hope  and 
Cobourg,  headed  by  R.  E.  Comps.  Sanders  and  Gould, 
came  down  on  a  special  for  this  occasion.  After  the  work 
of  the  evening  was  completed  a  splendid  banquet  was  par- 
taken'of,  'but  to  which  justice  was  not  done  as  the  visiting 
Companions  had  to  leave  in  order  to  catch  their  train 
home.  Excelsior  has  a  Chapter  room  second  to  none  in 
the  district. 

PrESqu'Isle  Chapter,  No.  144,  Brighton. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  at  an  emergent  Convocation  on  December 
4th,  1912.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  M.M.M. 
degree  and  was  very  well  put  on  by  E.  Comp.  Drewery, 
although  he  lacked  the  support  of  his  appointed  officers. 
After  the  degree  work  was  over  a  social  hour  was  spent  in 
the  banquet  'hall,  where  all  enjoyed  themselves  thoroughly. 

Pentalpha  Chapter,  No.  28,  Oshawa. — Having 
made  arrangements  by  telephone  some  time  previously,  I 
visited  Oshawa  on  the  19th  of  December,  but  owing  to 
some  misunderstanding  no  meeting  had  been  called. 
Comp.  Grierson,  Scribe  E.,  informs  me  that  some  work 
had  been  done  during  the  year  and  that  their  prospects 
were  much  better  for  191 3. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  35,  Whitby. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  at  its  regular  Convocation  on  December  20th, 
1912,  and  had  the  honor  of  installing  the  officers  for  191 3, 
most  of  whom  were  re-elected  from  the  present  year.    I 
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was  assisted  in  the  installation  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Huggard 
and  E.  Comp.  Christian.  No  degree  work  was  done 
owing  to  the  candidate  failing  to  be  present.  A  pleasant 
hour  was  spent  afterwards  in  social  intercourse  and  a 
discussion  of  Capitular  matters.  The  Scribe  E.,  Comp. 
VanValkenburg,  assured  me  that  the  prospects  of  this 
Chapter  were  looking  better  than  for  some  time  past. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  Harpsr, 
Grand  Supt.  Ontario  District,  No.  10. 
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PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT,  NO.  u. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

The  close  of  1912  marks  another  milestone  of  pro- 
gress for  Capitular  Masonry  in  Prince  Edward  District, 
for  though  the  monthly  average  attendance  at  Chapter 
meetings  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  yet  the  missionary 
spirit  of  companionship  has  been  encouraged;  historical, 
symbolical  and  mystical  research  has  been  fostered,  and  a 
true  conception  of  the  work  and  the  aims  of  the  Royal 
Arch  have  been  developed,  in  grateful  furtherance  and 
continuation  of  the  good  service  in  these  respects  in  which 
the  long  loyal  line  of  past  Grand  Superintendents  has  par- 
ticipated in  previous  years.  Either  good  fruit  must  result 
— or  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  futile,  or  men  are  decadent. 
Those  who  understand,  and  stand  within  the  circle,  know 
that  Masonry  has  lost  none  of  its  ancient  power  and  grip, 
and  it  is  for  the  Chapters  to  see  that  none  but  "  men 
among  men" — men  of  energy,  of  head  and  heart — are 
admitted  within  the  portals  or  elected  to  offices  of  respon- 
sibility. It  is  for  the  Chapters  too  to  keep  up  the  personal 
touch  with  the  members.  The  mother  reaches  out  to  the 
sons,  as  well  as  the  sons  to  the  mother.  The  Chapter  is 
a  living  organism,  not  a  theory,  still  less  a  mechanical 
device.  Human  sympathy  depends  on  human  intercourse. 
Quantity  and  quality  are  both  needed  in  the  Chapters, 
whose  members  sometimes  have  not  realized  in  the  past 
what  a  fertile  field  is  theirs  to  intensively  cultivate,  the 
splendid  roll  of  Master  Masons  tried,  true  and  trusty. 
Invite  them  to  come  in  and  share  an  angle  of  the  triangle, 
a  touch  with  the  centre. 

Six  splendid  meetings,  in  which  ideas  wrere  shared  and 
ideals  sought,  made  one  wish  there  were  more  Chapters 
in  the  district — and  that  Ontario  District  out  of  the  gen- 
erous fullness  of  its  heart  would  voluntarily  offer  us 
Brighton  and  Campbell  ford  to  round  out  our  jurisdiction 
geographically,  without  impairing  their  twelvefold  and 
affluent  strength.  Will  not  Grand  Chapter  make  the  sug- 
gestion, which  delicacy  perhaps  prevents  our  pressing? 
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It  was  my  privilege  during  the  past  summer  to  .enjoy 
the  courteous  hospitality  and  to  have  some  experience  in 
the  fruitful  work  of  British  Masons  in  the  mother 
country,  and  my  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Companions 
in  London  and  to  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  Arbuthnot  Murray, 
Grand  Scribe  E.  of  Scotland,  at  Edinburgh,  for  glimpses 
into  the  past  and  future  of  those  great  reservoirs  of 
power  and  knowledge.  The  kindness  of  St.  Andrew's  and 
St.  John's,  The  St.  Patrick,  and  King  Solomon's  Chapters 
of  Toronto  is  also  to  be  acknowledged.  These  experiences 
outside  this  district  I  have  endeavored  to  share  as  fully 
as  possible  with  Prince  Edward  district  Chapters,  and  I 
find  the  Companions  now  as  always  eager  to  radiate  out 
beyond  the  unit,  to  touch  the  life  of  the  great  Craft,  the 
brotherhood  the  world  over.    The  Arch  never  sleeps. 

Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  Beu,eviixE. — My  mother 
Chapter  is  all  right.  The  work  is  well  done,  though  I 
would  like  a  little  more  soul  infused  into  it.  Officers  and 
Companions  have  agreed  with  me  that  an  average  at- 
tendance of  less  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  splendid  mem- 
bership of  182  is  not  a  satisfactory  record,  and  a  campaign 
of  doubling  up  by  always  coming  on  parade  with  a  Com- 
panion has  been  inaugurated.  Nineteen-thirteen  too  is 
to  witness  the  addition  of  banners  and  standards  to  the 
equipment  of  the  'largest  and  finest  Chapter  room  found 
outside  Toronto.  A  small  ripple  of  misunderstanding — 
just  enough  to  prevent  stagnation — was  satisfactorily 
adjusted,  and  all  now  makes  for  harmony  and  progress — 
with  a  firm  hand  and  gentle  touch.  The  hospitality  of  the 
Chapter  is  unbounded.  The  traditions  of  the  Bay  of 
Quinte  are  buoyantly  observed. 

St.  Mark's  Chapter,  No.  26,  Trsnton. — This  Chap- 
ter is  full  of  potentiality.  With  Trenton's  rapid  rise  the 
Chapter  should  co-ordinately  progress,  and  will..  I  wish 
there  were  the  same  vitality  and  zeal  apparent  in  the 
younger  members  as  in  the  veterans  like  Comps.  Spencer, 
Wilkins,  McClung  and  others.  It  is  latent;  develop  it. 
The  elections  were  harmonious — too  much  so — the  office 
seeking  and  coaxing  the  man  was  the  outstanding  rule. 
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Inspiration  should  beget  legitimate  aspiration — the  desire 
to  serve.  Many  of  St.  Mark's  members  are  absent,  but 
all  keep  up  their  close  connection  with  their  Chapter,  and 
only  five  members  are  in  arrears  for  dues.  Needless  to 
say,  the  "  stranger  within  the  gates  "  does  not  stay  a 
stranger  long  within  the  precincts  of  this  Chapter.  Sev- 
eral members  came  "  across  the  water,"  facing  a  violent 
storm  to  greet  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Z. 

Prince  Edward  Chapter,  No.  31,  Picton. — The  offi- 
cers and  Companions  of  this  Chapter  have  a  hard  task 
to  live  up  to  their  past.  It  has  always  been  reported  on 
as  the  banner  Chapter  in  the  district,  and  many  attributes 
justify  this.  Nowhere  in  Ontario  has  a  town  of  Picton's 
size  produced  a  Chapter  of  166  live  members.  It  unites 
the  urban,  suburban  and  the  agricultural  population,  to 
the  benefit  of  all.  Picton  has  always  been  self-supporting 
intellectually,  and  here  are  many  real  students  of  Masonry. 
Only  five  members  in  arrears  (and  they  absentees)  is  a 
record.  The  work  is  admirably  done,  even  if  somewhat 
nervous.  Noblesse  oblige.  The  visitor  to  Prince  Edward 
Chapter  goes  away  satisfied  in  mind  and  body.  Their 
collations  are  dreams — and  dream-productive. 

Mount  Sinai  Chapter,  No.  44,  Napanee. — New- 
banners  and  standards  displayed  for  the  first  time  added 
much  to  the  interest  of  my  visit  to  this  excellent  Chapter, 
and  the  symbolism  of  each  and  their  close  identity  with 
the  volume  of  the  Sacred  Law  was  touched  upon,  and  an 
evening  is  to  be  devoted  to  this  study  under  the  leader- 
ship of  an  authority  thereon,  E.  Comp.  Ruttan.  The 
work  done  was  well  done.  The  books  are  well  kept.  But 
the  arrears  ought  to  be  blotted  out  by  a  tear — 29  members, 
$250 — too  many  and  too  much.  Relieve  the  distressed, 
suspend  the  wilful — but  first  have  a  heart-to-heart  talk 
with  the  29.  It  is  the  personal  element  that  counts. 
Everything  else  is  "  all's  well  "  with  this  Chapter.  The 
Walters  trio,  still  active  enthusiasts,  the  Companions  all 
interested  in  Capitular  Masonry,  and  all  keep  their  touch 
with  their  mother  Craft  lodge,  and  shared  recently  in  a 
fine  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the  old  Richmond 
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Union  Lodge — hoary  with  age,  bright  with  realizable 
prospects.  Mount  Sinai  Chapter  is  not  in  the  wilder- 
ness.    The  tables  of  the  aftermath  crowned  the  evening. 

Keystone:  Chapter,  No.  72,  Stirling. — Stirling  may 
be  a  village,  but  what  other  village  can  show  five  profes- 
sional men  taking  a  deep  personal  co-operative  interest  in 
and  giving  their  ripe  intelligence  to  the  service  of  this 
Chapter — year  in  and  year  out.  This  concentrated  work, 
aided  by  the  spirit  of  Companions  from  the  surrounding 
townships,  is  beginning  to  be  felt  and,  feeling  the  awak- 
ening in  the  Chapter,  I  am  prophesying  that  my  successor 
will  be  able  to  make  an  optimistic  report.  Largely  through 
the  influence  of  the  members  of  this  Chapter  (who  do  not 
neglect  their  Craft  duties  and  privileges)  annual  Masonic 
"  At  Homes  "  are  held,  in  which  the  fraternal  spirit  is 
cultivated,  and  addresses  are  delivered  by  Masons  who 
have  made  a  special  study  of  their  subjects,  all  with  the 
best  results.  Electricity  is  developing  these  outlying  vil- 
lages, and  Keystone  Chapter  is  on  the  electric  circuit  of 
Capitular  Masonry.  Their  numbers  small,  their  energy 
and  hospitality  without  bounds,  their  work  fair. 

Madoc  Chapter,  No.  161,  Madoc. — The  only  Chapter 
in  the  district  really  needing  the  fostering  care  of  my 
successors,  the  benefit  of  experience  of  older  Companions, 
and  perhaps  contact  with  contagious  enthusiasm,  is  this, 
the  youngest  of  them  all.  In  youth  we  expect  vigor,  and 
if  the  same  spirit  as  was  exemplified  on  the  night  of  my 
official  visit  had  been  demonstrated  during  the  year,  by 
as  fine  a  body  of  Masons  as  ever  foregathered,  the  year's 
record  of  only  five  meetings  at  which  quorums  were  pres- 
ent would  not  have  been  told.  New  officers  of  Madoc 
Chapter,  get  out  after  your  members  and  compel  them 
by  loyal  suasion  to  come  in,  and  then  see  to  it  that  you 
give  them  something  worth  coming  for.  Put  on  some- 
thing every  night  punctually.  Create  confidence.  Be 
magnetic.  There  are  teachers  among  you — use  them. 
Madoc,  with  its  projected  new  railroad,  with  its  marvel- 
lous mines  and  economic  marbles  and  minerals,  is  too 
good  a  centre  to  abandon.     Let  real  nuggets  and  artistic 
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mosaics  be  found  in  Madoc  Chapter.  The  arrears  of 
dues  are  appalling.  The  remedy  should  be  drastic — after 
a  personal  appeal  to  the  honor  of  the  Companions  con- 
cerned. Officers  have  their  duties  as  well  as  their  honors, 
and  members  their  obligations.  Examination  proved  the 
officers  competent  to  do  the  ritual  work,  and  the  openings 
and  closings  were  dignified.  Needless  to  say  that  the 
material  human  element  is  not  neglected  and  a  warm 
welcome  and  God-speed  awaits  every  visitor  to  Madoc 
Masonic  circles. 

"  If  wishes  were  horses,  beggars  would  ride,"  but  may 
I  add  a  few  wishes : 

(a)  I  wish  that  I  could  report  that  all  Mark  Master 
lodges  had  Books  of  Marks,  or  even  that  all  brethren 
understood  the  significance  and  history  of  Masonic  Marks 
— such  as  found  in  Holyrood,  in  Yucatan,  in  the  Taj 
Mahal,  in  the  cathedrals,  the  Catacombs,  and  at  home. 

(b)  I  wish  that  I  could  report  that  the  published 
Annual  Proceedings  and  the  comprehensive  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence — ordained  to  be  read  in  Chap- 
ters— found  even  an  accessible  resting  place  there,  or  that 
the  Companions  realized  what  a  mine  of  good  reading 
and  inspiring  ideas  are  to  be  found  therein.  The  Grand 
Z.,  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  the  Chairman  on  the  Condition 
of  Capitular  Masonry  "  touch  nothing  that  they  do  not 
adorn." 

(c).  I  wish  that  there  were  no  dull  moments  in  Chap- 
ter gatherings,  that  the  presiding  officer  could  keep  the 
fire  constantly  kindled,  that  to  business  regularity  could 
be  always  added  galvanic  life,  force,  energy,  and  that  the 
gaps  could  be  eliminated  by  adaptive  use  of  living  material 
waiting  to  be  touched  into  action.  Try  this,  ye  six  First 
Principals,  and  watch  the  metre  of  attendance  and  also, 
as  important,  the  development  of  latent  talent  in  your- 
selves and  others. 

(d)  I  wish  that  I  could  report  more  money  spon- 
taneously spent  on  benevolence  by  the  Chapters,  and  may 
I  without  temerity  express  the  belief  that  Grand  Chapter 
itself  in  this  should  lead. 
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(e)  I  wish  that  all  could  see  the  working  of  the 
Masonic  homes  and  institutions  of  the  old  land — not 
mendicant  poor  houses  in  any  respect,  but  where  self- 
respect  is  maintained  and  the  recipients  share  as  of  right, 
and  then  perhaps  realizing  that  the  time  is  coming  rapidly 
in  Canada  (with  our  growingly  complex  and  older  civil- 
ization) when  we  will  need  one.  Chapters,  and  I  respect- 
fully submit  Grand  Chapter,  might  annually  provide  a 
fund  for  the  noble  purpose,  to  be  added  to  that  trust 
fund  earmarked  for  the  purpose  and  administered  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  as  trustees. 

(f)  I  wish  that  the  Chapters  of  Toronto  and  other' 
metropolitan  centres  could  realize  the  advantages  they 
possess  in  the  immediate  access  at  all  times  to  constant 
and  electric  circulation  of  ideas,  the  tapping  of  the  bright- 
est thoughts,  the  enjoyment  of  the  highest  talents  and 
accomplishments,  and  that  they  would  share  these  price- 
less assets  with  "  less  happier  lands,"  and  add  to  the 
attractiveness  of  "  outside  "  Chapters  not  merely  when- 
ever opportunity  offers,  but  of  design.  To  do  good  and 
to  communicate,  forget  not.  When  you  visit  Prince  Ed- 
ward District  do  not  forget  Prince  Edward  Chapters. 

The  determination  of  Toronto  Masons  to  erect  a 
Masonic  Temple,  a  house  beautiful,  worthy  of  the  Craft, 
interests  Companions  as  well  as  brethren — for  we  are  all 
brethren — and  all  the  Chapters  of  Canada  will  share  the 
pride  and  satisfaction  of  Toronto  Chapters  in  this  great 
monument  to  the  unity  and  strength,  the  stability  and 
permanence  of  the  Craft.  Build  for  the  future.  We  of 
Prince  Edward  District  focus  our  fraternal  good  wishes 
upon  you,  the  master  builders. 

Apart  from  our  own  love  of  the  work — and  love  of 
our  fellow-men. — I  know  that  I  share  with  all  other 
Grand  Superintendents  the  added  and  deep-rooted  satis- 
faction in  having  been  the  representative  of  a  Grand  Z. 
who  has  been  the  embodiment  of  the  spirit  and  virile 
virtues  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  who  not  merely  officially 
has  done  more  than  his  duty,  but  who  has  also  left  the 
clear  impress  of  his  charming  and  manly  personality  upon 
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all  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  The  Companions  of 
Prince  Edward  District,  in  loyal  allegiance  to  our  Com- 
panions east  and  west  and  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada — the  Royal  "  mother  of  men  " — will  ever  pray : 

"  Wider  still  and  wider,  may  her  bounds  be  set ; 
God  who  made  her  mighty,  make  her  mightier  yet." 

W.  N.  Ponton, 
Grand  Snpt.  Prince  Edward  District,  No.  11. 

Belleville,  January  1st,  1913. 
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ST.  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT,  NO.  12. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  submit  herewith  my 
report  on  Capitular  Masonry  in  St.  Lawrence  District, 
No.  12,  for  the  year  1912.  The  year  has  not  been  a 
prosperous  one  in  this  district  viewed  on  a  basis  of  in- 
crease in  membership.  But,  M.  E.  Sir,  are  we  to  Consider 
prosperity  wholly  on  this  basis  ?  Ought  we  not  to  be  able 
to  prosper  and  yet  even  decrease  in  membership?  Have 
we  not  other  work  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  aside  from 
ushering  in  new  Companions?  For  instance,  the  better 
qualifying  of  many  of  those  we  already  have  and  the 
cultivation  of  those  virtues  set  forth  in  the  sublime  teach- 
ings of  the  R.  A.  degrees.  Perhaps  if  more  heed  was 
given  to  what  our  order  stands  for  our  low  average  at- 
tendance would  not  be  a  matter  of  such  deep  concern,  and 
we  might  come  to  enjoy  a  prosperity  that  would  make 
an  increase  in  membership  a  matter  of  second  considera- 
tion, as  it  should  be. 

On  the  8th  of  November  we  held  a  Chapter  of  In- 
struction in  Gananoque,  which  proved  successful  from 
every  view  point  save  one — the  lack  of  representation 
from  some  of  the  Chapters  of  the  district.  The  Compan- 
ions of  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui,  No.  1,  King- 
ston, however,  who  always  do  the  right  thing  and  do  it 
well,  were  down  in  force  to  put  on  the  M.M.M.,  and  St. 
John's  Chapter,  No.  112,  Morrisburg,  came  up,  also  in 
force,  to  exemplify  the  R.  A.  degree,  while  Leeds,  No. 
132,  came  in  between  the  two  on  the  M.E.M.  The  M.  E. 
Grand  Z.  favored  us  with  his  presence,  complimented  the 
Companions  on  their  work,  which  they  well  deserved,  cut 
short  his  execution  at  the  supper  which  followed  the 
evening's  work,  gave  us  a  volume  of  information  in  a 
short  speech,  and  made  connection  with  the  Grand  Trunk 
for  Toronto.  It  would  be  amiss  while  on  the  subject  of 
this  Chapter  of  Instruction  not  to  mention  the  name  of 
R.  E.  Comp.  Davy,  who,  as  a  leader,  has  the  united  sup- 
port of  the  Companions  of  his  Chapter,  and  while  "  doing 
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things,"  stimulates  others  by  his  example  to  do  their  best. 
Would  we  had  enough  of  his  particular  stamp  to  go 
around.  Sussex  and  St.  Lawrence  Chapters,  of  Brock- 
ville,  were  represented  by  E.  Comp.  W.  E.  Brown,  Comps. 
E.  A.  Hudson  and  B.  E.  Eck,  while  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Love 
and  Comp.  W.  H.  Waddell  made  good  for  Maitland,  No. 
68.  The  Companions  from  Maitland  gave  evidence  of  a 
lively  interest  in  R.  A.  Masonry,  and  their  presence  from 
so  inaccessible  a  point  showed  that  the  spirit  was  willing 
and  the  flesh  equal  to  the  emergency. 

Leeds  Chapter  was  consecrated  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z. 
before  the  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred  in  the  evening, 
and  the  number  of  Companions  present  made  it  possible 
to  render  the  ceremony  duly  impressive. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  112,  Morrisburg. — The 
first  Chapter  in  the  district  visited  was  St.  John's,  No. 
112,  Morrisburg,  on  April  30th,  when  I  was  accompanied 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  Murch,  Grand  J.,  and  E.  Comp.  Kills,  of 
Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui,  Kingston.  St.  John's, 
No.  112,  is  a  decidedly  lively  Chapter,  and  each  officer 
takes  pride  hi  his  work,  which  fact  has  placed  St.  John's 
in  the  first  division  as  far  as  "  quality "  is  concerned. 
Four  candidates  passed  the  ballot  and  three  were  ad- 
vanced. The  Companions  are  anticipating  a  removal  to 
more  commodious  quarters,  and  when  these  are  obtained 
you  can  put  St.  John's  down  as  second  to  none  for  im- 
pressive work.  The  fraternal  side  of  Masonry  is  well 
developed  among  the  Companions  of  Morrisburg,  and 
visitors  are  made  to  feel  that  they  are  one  of  their  num- 
ber. R.  E.  Comp.  Davy  was  presented  with  a  jewel,  and 
we  deduce  from  the  testimony  of  the  Companions  that 
the  presentation  speech  did  not  unduly  set  forth  his  mer- 
its. Comp.  Davy  is  a  worker  when  work  is  to  be  done, 
and  does  not  rest  until  results  are  obtained.  I  must  say  a 
word  in  reference  to  the  work  of  the  Scribe  E.  His 
minute  book  is  a  complete  record  of  current  business, 
valuable  for  reference,  and  will  be  interesting  in  time  to 
come  as  a  history  of  St.  John's  Chapter.  Good  work  and 
good  Masonry  are  the  most  valuable  assets  of  a  Chapter, 
and  No.  112  has  them  in  a  high  degree. 
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Granville  Chapter,  No.  22,  Prescott. — I  think  all 
that  is  required  among  the  Companions  of  Grenville 
Chapter,  No.  22,  of  Prescott,  is  a  certain  amount  of  en- 
thusing. Their  meetings  seem  to  depend  at  present  on 
some  of  the  Companions  from  Cardinal,  whose  devotion, 
if  supported,  as  it  should  be,  by  the  Prescott  Companions, 
would  make  Grenville  one  of  the  live  Chapters.  R.  E. 
Comp.  Graham,  Scribe  E.,  is  a  Chapter  Mason  of  excel- 
lent parts,  and  it  is  hard  to  conceive  why  the  resident 
Companions  do  not  come  to  the  front  and  help  him  and 
the  Cardinal  Companions  to  boom  things  along.  With  a 
little  "  doubling  up  "  the  M.M.M.  degree  was  conferred 
on  one  candidate  in  a  manner  that  proved  what  excellent 
work  might  be  done  if  the  stay-at-homes  would  come  out 
and  get  into  harness. 

Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  No. 
1,  Kingston. — One  cannot  visit  with  the  Companions  of 
Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui,  No.  1,  of  Kingston, 
without  wanting  to  "  repeat."  They  have  a  unity  there 
that  includes  the  visitor  and  makes  him  feel  as  though 
he  had  the  privilege  of  voting.  Two  candidates  were 
advanced  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit,  and  the  manner  of 
working  the  degree  was  up  to  the  standard.  E.  Comp. 
Pearson  has  a  deliberate  way  of  imparting  knowledge  to 
the  candidate  that  should  leave  a  lasting  impression  on 
any  but  a  very  dull  mind,  and  the  lessons  to  be  taught  are 
given  due  prominence,  while  he  is  ably  assisted  by  the 
rest  of  the  officers.  There  are  four  degrees  in  R.  A. 
Masonry  in  Kingston,  and  in  the  fourth  the  fraternal 
side  is  always  well  to  the  front.  This  fourth  degree  is  an 
important  one  in  Masonry,  and  in  some  cases  is  not  given 
its  due.  It  is  bound  to  make  the  Companions  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other  and  brings  out  the  best  qualities 
of  all  but  dyspeptics,  and  even  they  frequently  make  good. 
Sociability  is  essential  in  a  Mason,  and  who  can  be  soci- 
able on  an  empty  stomach? 

Covenant  Chapter,  No.  113,  Cornwall. — Social 
functions  and  almost  any  other  event  are  apt  to  be  re- 
garded by  too  many  as  "  pressing  emergencies  "  and  get 
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the  preference  over  Chapter  Convocations,  and  when  I 
was  told  on  my  arrival  in  Cornwall  to  visit  Covenant 
Chapter,  No.  113,  that  the  attendance  might  be  slim  on 
account  of  a  gathering  of  some  consequence,  I  was  pre- 
pared to  see  the  fidelity  of  'the  Companions  tested,  and  I 
am  glad  to  report  that  they  were  not  found  wanting,  for 
a  very  goodly  number  greeted  me,  and  while  no  work 
was  put  on  the  Chapter  was  very  efficiently  officered  and 
the  business  of  the  evening  conducted  in  a  manner  which 
gave  promise  of  most  excellent  work  in  the  degrees.  I 
must  speak  of  Scribe  E.  Ridley  in  his  official  capacity, 
whose  minute  book  is  a  work  of  art.  The  trouble  is  he 
sets  a  standard  which  other  Scribes  may  only  wish,  not 
hope,  to  attain.  The  Companions  of  Covenant  cannot 
show  their  appreciation  of  Companion  Ridley's  services 
in  too  marked  a  manner.  The  Companions  of  Cornwall 
are  not  wanting  in  those  Masonic  virtues  which  make  one 
feel  that  it  is  good  to  be  a  Mason,  and  when  those  virtues 
are  dominant  Masonry  must  flourish. 

Sussex  Chapter,  No.  59,  and  St.  Lawrence  Chap- 
ter, No.  100,  Brqckvixle. — I  met  the  Companions  of 
Sussex,  No.  59,  and  St.  Lawrence,  No.  100,  Brockville, 
in  conjunction,  and  was  greeted  most  fraternally.  A  very 
pleasing  feature  of  these  two  Chapters  is  their  intercourse 
and  harmony  with  which  they  work  together.  The  officers 
of  St.  Lawrence  opened  and  conducted  the  business  of 
the  evening  (this  being  their  regular  meeting),  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  which  was  election  of  officers  for  19 13,  each 
officer  on  being  declared  elected,  rising,  thanking  the  Com- 
panions for  the  distinction,  and  promising  faithfulness 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  It  is  hopeful  that  these 
promises  are  not  idly  given,  for  it  is  only  by  faithful 
fulfilment  that  the  prosperity  of  the  Chapter  is  assured. 
The  officers  of  Sussex,  No.  59,  closed  the  Chapter  in  due 
form,  and  the  Companions  ascended  a  winding  stair  lead- 
ing to  a  chamber  above,  devoted  to  fraternal  intercourse 
and  good  cheer,  and  where  these  virtues  prevailed  for  the 
better  part  of  an  hour.  In  my  remarks  to  the  Companions 
on  every  occasion  I  have  urged  continued  interest  and 
activity  on  the  part  of  Past  Z.'s,  contending  that  their 
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duty  does  not  end  with  retirement  from  the  Principal  Z.'s 
chair,  in  that  their  experience  has  peculiarly  fitted  them 
for  usefulness  in  aiding  those  who  are  following  and 
keeping  up  interest  in  the  work. 

Maitland  Chapter,  No.  68,  North  Augusta. — On 
the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  Maitland  Chapter,  which 
I  should  have  visited,  I  had  three  other  previous  appoint- 
ments and  could  not  make  connection,  but  am  assured 
that  the  Companions  of  North  Augusta  are  taking  a  lively 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  their  cor- 
ner of  the  district,  and  their  report  is  encouraging.  Mait- 
land is  a  Chapter  of  traditions,  and  the  Companions  treas- 
ure them,  are  proud  of  the  past,  and  hopeful  of  the 
future. 

Leeds  Chapter,  No.  132,  Gananoque. — My  mother 
Chapter,  the  youngest  in  the  district  and  having  attained 
the  second  highest  membership,  has  been,  I  am  afraid, 
resting. somewhat  on  its  laurels,  but  a  period  of  new  in-- 
terest  is  setting  in,  and  we  are  starting  the  year  in  good 
shape,  with  applications  coming  in  and  a  feeling  of  good- 
will toward  all  men,  that  promises  a  good  year. 

Finally  I  wish  here  to  thank  the  Companions  of  the 
district  for  having  elected  me  to  the  position  of  Grand 
Superintendent,  for  the  courteous  kindness  with  which 
they  have  received  me  on  all  occasions,  and  for  making 
the  Chapter  of  Instruction  which  we  held  a  success. 

Yours  fraternally, 

A.  B.  Munro, 

Grand  Supt.  St.  Lawrence  District,  Xo.  12. 
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OTTAWA  DISTRICT,  NO.  13. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

Companions, — My  election  as  representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  for  Ottawa  District,  No.  13,  at  a  time 
when  I  was  just  recovering  from  an  illness  of  over  four 
months'  duration  prevented  my  being  installed  until,  at  a 
special  meeting  of  Carleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa, 
R.  E.  Comp.  John  W.  Fenton  kindly  performed  that 
ceremony  April  19th.  The  consequent  postponement  of 
any  active  work  until  after  that  date  accounts  for  the 
lateness  in  the  dates  of  my  several  visits,  for  most  of  the 
Chapters  are  called  off  during  June,  July  and  August, 
and  in  one  instance  May  was  included,  making  four 
months.  This  I  may  say  will  not  occur  again,  as  being  a 
clear  violation  of  Sec.  No.  72  of  Constitution. 

My  first  attention  was  given  to  an  examination  of  the 
by-laws  of  all  the  Chapters  and  in  having  some  small  cor- 
rections made  to  bring  them  in  conformity  with  the  pres- 
ent Constitution,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Z.,  to  ascertain  which  of  the  Chapters,  if  any,  had  not 
been  consecrated.  I  found  that,  with  one  exception,  none 
of  them  had  any  record  of  any  such  ceremony. 

Another  important  matter  about  which  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  write  several  of  the  Chapters  was  the  use  of  the 
T.  on  their  general  notices  and,  in  one  case,  on  invitations 
to  a  social  function  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Chapter. 

I  regret  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  sudden  and  severe 
illness  of  my  business  partner  of  over  two  months,  and 
from  which  he  has  only  recently  returned  to  the  office, 
I  was  obliged  to  cancel  my  visits  to  Granite  Chapter,  Al- 
monte, and  St.  John's  Chapter,  Yankleek  Hill,  to  both  of 
which  Chapters  I  had  twice  set  dates  for  my  visits,  but 
had  to  alter  them  at  their  request. 

The  other  exception  is  that  of  Laurentian  Chapter, 
No.  151,  Pembroke,  which,  although  by  letters  to  several 
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of  its  late  members,  consultation-  with  former  officers,  and 
endeavors  of  mutual  friends,  to  arrange  a  meeting,  I  have 
been  unable  to  effect  anything,  and  see  no  course  open  for 
Grand  Chapter  other  than  to  follow  out  the  advice  of 
former  Grand  Chapter  Representatives  and  recall  the 
charter. 

St.  Francis  Chapter,  No.  133,  Smith's  Falls. — On 
June  7th,  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  John  W.  Fenton, 
I  visited  St.  Francis  Chapter,  No.  133,  Smith's  Falls,  E. 
Comp.  J.  M.  Coombs,  P.Z.,  acting  First  Principal  in  the 
absence  of  E.  Comp,  C.  Nichols.  After  the  business, 
assisted  by  R.  E.  Comps.  John  W.  Fenton,  R.  C.  Craig, 
Past  Grand  Superintendents,  Ottawa  District;  E.  Comp. 
R.  G.  Putnam,  P.Z.,  Maitland  Chapter,  No.  68,  and  R.  E. 
Comp.  G.  B.  Magee,  Past  Superintendent,  St.  Lawrence 
District,  and  the  officers  of  St.  Francis  Chapter,  occu- 
pying the  several  offices  as  Grand  Chapter  officers',  I  per- 
formed the  ceremony  of  consecration  of  the  Chapter. 
This  meeting  was  largely  attended  by  regular  members 
and  visitors. 

Maple  Chapter,  No.  116,  Carleton  Place. — On 
September  9th  Maple  Chapter  was  visited.  The  degree 
of  the  H.  R.  A.  was  conferred  in  a  most  impressive  man- 
ner by  E.  Comp.  G.  H.  Findlay  on  two  candidates,  after 
which,  assisted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh,  M.D., 
E.  Comp.  R.  G.  Putnam,  P.Z.,  of  Maitland  Chapter,  No. 
68,  and  the  several  officers  of  the  Maple  Chapter  filling 
the  offices  as  Grand  Chapter  officers,  I  performed  the 
ceremony  of  consecration. 

Bonnechere  Chapter,  No.  114,  Renfrew. — Was 
visited  September  16th,  when  the  H.  R.  A.  degree  was 
conferred  upon  two  candidates  in  a  most  perfect  manner, 
after  which,  assisted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Wade,  R.  E. 
Comp.  W.  A.  Mackey,  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  Barr,  together 
with  other  officers  of  the  Chapters  and  visitors,  the  lodge 
was  duly  consecrated  by  me  as  acting  Grand  Z. 

Carleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa. — This,  my 
mother  Chapter,  I  attend  regularly  and  know  their  work, 
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therefore  I  visited  them  semi-officially  on  October  21st 
and  November  15th.  This  Chapter  has  for  several  years 
held  a  reunion,  or  Chapter  of  Instruction,  and  this  year, 
following  the  usual  practice,  on  November  15th  the  re- 
union took  place,  at  which  we  had  the  pleasure  of  receiv- 
ing our  M.  E.  Grand  Z.,  F.  W.  Harcourt.  By  special 
request,  St.  Francis  Chapter  of  Smith's  Falls  worked  the 
M.  E.  M.  degree  and  Bonnechere  Chapter  the  H.  R.  A, 
Carleton  Chapter  working  the  M.  M.  M.  degree.  Of  the 
excellence  of  the  work  by  the  several  Chapters  taking 
part  I  need  not  comment,  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  First  Principal  was  pleased  to  express  himself 
as  satisfied  that  "  the  work  was  worthy  of  all  praise" — 
this  should  be  enough. 

Glengarry  Chapter,  No.  143,  MaxvieeE.— Was 
next  visited  on  October  25th,  and  although  work  had 
been  arranged  for  the  occasion,  the  candidate  did  not 
attend,  and  the  train  being  behind  time,  as  usual,  the 
First  Principal  did  not  arrive  until  very  late,  therefore 
there  was  no  degree  work.  The  regular  officers  present 
acting  as  Grand  Chapter  officers,  and  assisted  by  E. 
Comp.  S.  Henry,  I  performed  the  ceremony  of  conse- 
cration. 

Of  the  work  throughout  the  district  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  judge  there  can  be  no  word  of  com- 
plaint, and  with  one  exception  progress  in  membership 
may  well  be  looked  for  in  the  coming  year. 

Your  representative  has  been  regularly  and  properly 
received,  has  been  well  entertained  and  had  opportunity 
of  impressing  upon  the  several  Chapters  their  duty  to- 
wards Grand  Chapter  in  seeing  that  at  each  annual  meet- 
ing some  representative  shall  be  sent  to  represent  them. 

An  examination  of  the  books  of  all  the  Chapters  vis- 
ited satisfied  me  that  the  several  Companions  occupying 
the  offices  of  Scribe  E.  were  all  well  chosen,  being  evi- 
dently painstaking  officers,  regular  in  their  work,  their 
books  and  those  of  the  Treasurer  being  well  and  neatly 
kept. 
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I  have  also  endeavored  to  impress  upon  all  Chapters 
the  necessity  of  reading,  once  each  year,  the  report  of 
proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter,  at  least  those  portions 
relating  to  rulings  and  amendments  to  constitution  or 
ceremonies. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Companions  of 
this  district  for  many  acts  of  courtesy,  and  particularly 
for  the  ready  compliance  with  suggestions  for  the  better 
regulation  of  Chapter  ceremonies,  etc.,  to  which  it  has 
been  my  duty  to  call  attention. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  H.  G.  Garrioch, 
Grand  Supt.  Ottawa  District,  No.  13. 
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ALGOMA  DISTRICT,  NO.  14. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — I  beg  to 
submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Algoma  District  No.  14.  Before  reporting 
on  the  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  I  wish  to  express  my 
deep  appreciation  both  to  the  Excellent  Companions  who 
nominated  me  to  fill  this  office  and  to  the  officers  and 
Companions  of  all  the  Chapters  in  the  district  for  their 
many  courtesies  and  consideration  at  all  times ;  also  I  beg 
space  to  thank  the  R.  E.  Comp.  Symes,  assisted  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  Morgan,  for  installing  me  as  Grand  Superinten- 
dent at  Port  Arthur  at  the  joint  meeting  of  Fort  William 
Chapter  of  Fort  William  and  Shuniah  Chapter  of  Port 
Arthur,  and  especially  to  R.  E.  Comp.  Symes  for  his 
advice  during  my  term  of  office. 

I  also  have  to  report  on  a  visit  from  M.  E.  Grand  Z. 
Harcourt,  late  this  summer,  in  his  tour.  On  M.  E.  Comp. 
Harcourt  writing  me  of  his  desire  to  make  us  a  visit,  J 
gave  him  the  time  and  route  he  should  take  and  arranged 
that  Alberton  Chapter,  Fort  Frances,  should  join  with 
us  in  according  him  a  cordial  welcome,  and  I  assure  you 
that  his  visit  was  not  only  enjoyed  thoroughly  by  all, 
but  a  great  deal  of  good  has  emanated  from  his  visit,  as 
we  feel  that  as  we  are  "  away  out  in  the  neck  of  the 
woods  "  that  such  visits  are  doubly  appreciated. 

Shuniah  Chapter,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur,  and  Fort 
William  Chapter,  No.  140,  Fort  William. — On  my 
visiting  Port  Arthur  and  Fort  William  it  was  decided 
previously  that  they  would  hold  a  joint  Convocation, 
jwhich  was  done  in  July.  After  Convocation  was  called  to 
order  I  was  installed  as  G.  S.  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Symes, 
assisted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Morgan.  The  officers  of  both 
Chapters  are  very  much  in  earnest  with  the  work,  and  all 
Companions  take  a  deep  interest,  which  is  conducive  to 
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good  work  and  advancement  to  Capitular  Masonry.  The 
books  of  both  are  well  kept,  and  the  Scribes  E.  of  both 
Chapters  are  bright  men,  thoroughly  in  earnest.  With 
these  conditions  prevailing  there  can  be  nothing  else  but 
success  in  view  for  them.  The  Chapter  room  in  Port 
Arthur  is  certainly  a  beautiful  hall  and  also  the  rooms  in 
connection.  I  doubt  if  there  is  one  between  Winnipeg 
and  Toronto  its  equal,  as  it  has  a  certain  dignity  that  is 
seen  but  seldom,  which  adds  impressiveness  to  the  work. 
Both  Chapters,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  statistical  table, 
have  done  well  both  in  point  of  new  members  and  finan- 
ces, and  with  the  set  of  officers  that  both  Chapters  have, 
there  should  be  a  bright  future  for  Capitular  Masonry  in 
the  Twin  Cities.  After  the  Convocation  we  adjourned  to 
enjoy  an  excellent  banquet,  where  we  had  song  and  music 
together  with  the  usual  run  of  speeches.  I  desire  to 
thank  the  officers  and  Companions  of  both  Chapters  for 
their  cordial  hospitality,  which  will  be  remembered  as  one 
bright  spot  in  my  life  for  many  long  years. 

Golden  Chapter,  No.  90,  Kenora. — I  have-  been 
unable  to  visit  this  Chapter  owing  to  ill  health,  being 
absent  from  home,  and  urgent  business  that  has  since 
kept  me  from  doing  so,  and  I  wish  to  express  my  regret 
to  the  officers  and  Companions  for  my  seeming  neglect. 
From  the  statistical  report  they  have  made  an  advance 
which  is  sure  to  take  place  with  such  men  as  we  know 
they  have  at  their  head.  The  outstanding  dues  I  am  sorry 
to  see  so  heavy,  but  hope  that  they  will  overcome  this. 

Atwood  Chapter,  No.  149,  Rainy  River. — This  is 
my  mother  Chapter,  and  I  have  seldom  missed  a  convo- 
cation, so  that,  accompanying  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  on 
his  visit,  I  did  not  myself  pay  an  official  visit,  but  con- 
tented myself  with  assisting  in  keeping  the  work  going. 
By  the  statistical  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  dues  out- 
standing are  heavy,  but  they  are  all  good;  Atwood  has 
made  considerable  progress  in  membership  and  finances. 
The  books  are  well  kept,  and  the  work  of  the  degrees  very 
creditably  conferred,  and  the  Chapter  is  looking  forward 
to  an  excellent  year  for  1913. 
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Alberton  Chapter,  No.  152,  Fort  Frances. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  on  October  17th  and  was  very  heartily 
received  by  the  officers  and  Companions,  and  they  con- 
ferred the  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  was  done  in  a  very 
creditable  manner.  The  books  are  well  kept  by  the 
Scribe  E.  They  have  a  very  pleasant  Chapter  room,  well 
appointed.  With  the  outlook  that  the  Alberton  Chapter 
has  in  Fort  Frances,  if  they  would  only  all  pull  together, 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  one  of  the  best  in 
the  district,  as  they  have  excellent  material,  a  fine  set  of 
officers,  and  all  that  can  be  desired.  After  the  convoca- 
tion we  sat  down  to  an  excellent  banquet,  and  I  desire  to 
thank  them  myself  and  on  behalf  of  E.  Comp.  Race,  who 
accompanied  me,  for  their  cordial  hospitality. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  G.  Gorham, 
Grand  Supt.  Algoma  District,  No.  14. 

January  10th,  1913. 


o 
O 

3 

H 


O 

o 


i  eaaa33Q  |jb  jjjom  2   xy^  ubq 

09 

to 

a>       to 

•s^oadsojjj 

O 
O 
O 

'S 

0 
0 

13      T3 
O        O 
O        O 

O      O 

•ao(Aauag  ai  papuadxg;  ^unomy 

O 

O 

**2 

0 
0 

10 
0 

0 
0 

0 

13 

O 

O 

LO          J^ 

•aouumsuj  ^unoaiy 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
us 

O 

O 

O 
O 

CO 

O 
O 

•Suipu'B^s^no  sand 

10 
0 

CO 

0 
0 

0 

O       O 
O       O 

0     »o 

CM       ■* 

•A'jjadojj 

0 

0 

CO 

O 
O 

O 
O 

0 

C 

O 
Hi 

co 

O       O 
O       O 

O       d 

lO       CO 

co     «-< 

•saijunoag  JO  qsBQ 

CO 

co 

O 
O 

CO 
CO 

0 

0 

c 

0    0 
0    0 

«o     0 
10     10 

•S19f5SV 

00 
0 

00 
00 

10 

O 

c 
c 

0 
0 

CO 

0     0 
0    0 

0     »o 

iO       00 
CO        i-H 

•sai^i|iq,ei'j 

«*   ! 

Z 

0 
0 

10 

CO 

■g  § 

exBaxi v  aI  *sxjap^  si  sjtqraaj\[  -o^ 

co 

CO 

CO 

>o 

•juoo  -v'y: 

O 

^J 

lO       CM 

•jaoo  'K'aiM 

<N 

PH 

^ 

O       CM 

•juoo  -HH-JV 

2 

CO 

CO 

CO       CO 

•diqeaaquiaj^  ijuasaaj 

0 

CO 

0 

0 

CM 

I--       CO 

•sq^9Q 

'. 

CM 

•suoisuadsng 

CO 

0) 

<* 

•        CO 

•e|B\i'Bjpq;iiYi 

Tf 

-1 

CO 

** 

•suoptfjojsay; 

-' 

•suoi;Bi|gjy 

: 

'-' 

•pa^'Bi^iui  sa^BpipuBQ 

0 

CO 

CO 

O       CO 

•pa^daooy   suopijaj 

2 

co 

co 

C5       CO 

•axrua^j  %sv\  eaaquiaj\[  -o^ 

0 

O 

01 

CT3       — ' 
CO       CO 

•aaquiaj^  jad  'sanQ  |Bnuuy 

10 

§ 

co 

0 
0 

CM 

0     0 
0    0 

CO      *o 

•sjojisi  ^  aouupua^v  »Sbj3av 

CO 

r1 

CM 

CO       <N 

8jaqmaj\[  aoaupua^v  aS^aaAy 

t^ 

r. 

00 

■*       O 

•l«»ox 

CM 

00 

CO 

<N       OJ 

•^uaSaauig; 

^ 

^ 

CM 

CM       i-h 

•e3ut;aaj\[  JtqnSa^j 

^ 

t^ 

£ 

0     00 

"NOIiVOOT 

3 
<! 

0 

a- 

S 

0 
c 
0 

E 

.5 

(2 

J      I 

a     *. 

3  1 

uaquin^ 

00 

8 

§ 

•naxdVHO 

J3 

.2 
'c 

3 

CO 

c 
0 

0 

E 

1  i 

ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1913        103 
MANITOBA  E.  DISTRICT,  NO.   15. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  Royal  Arch 
Masons: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  much  pleasure 
in  presenting  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Manitoba  E.  District,  No.  15. 
I  find  that  all  the  Chapters  in  the  district  have  made  in- 
creases in  membership  except  one,  and  that  the  utmost 
harmony  prevails  all  over  the  district.  I  have  only  been 
able  to  visit  three  of  the  Chapters  in  my  district  during 
the  year.  It  was  my  intention  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  to  have  visited  all  the  Chapters  at  least  twice,  but  on 
account  of  sickness  in  my  family  this  was  impossible. 

Connaught  Chapter,  U.D. — On  May  27th  I  insti- 
tuted this  Chapter  at  Winnipeg,  under  most  favorable 
circumstances,  and  with  a  splendid  set  of  officers.  I  again 
visited  it  on  September  12th,  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  at  which  meeting  the  R.  A.  de- 
gree was  conferred  in  a  splendid  manner  by  the  regular 
officers  of  the  Chapter.  I  predict  a  splendid  future  for 
Connaught  Chapter. 

Prince  Rupert  Chapter,  No.  52,  Winnipeg. — I  vis- 
ited this  Chapter  on  the  evening  of  September  12th,  at 
which  meeting  we  were  honored  with  the  presence  of  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  there  being  over  two  hundred  Com- 
panions from  all  over  the  province  present.  This  meet- 
ing was  a  special  convocation,  called  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  There  was  no  degree 
conferred,  but  the  evening  was  spent  most  agreeably 
listening  to  the  addresses  of  the  Grand  Z.  and  other 
speakers. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  99,  Portage  la  Prairie. — I 
was  unable  to  arrange  a  date  for  a  meeting  with  this 
Chapter,  but  learn  that  the  progress  has  not  been  up  to 
the  average.  Still,  I  am  assured  by  the  Companions  that 
next  year  will  be  better. 
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King  Edward  Chapter,  No.  136,  Neepawa. — This 
Chapter  is  progressing  as  favorably  as  usual  and  is  doing 
good  work.  This,  of  course,  is  to  be  expected  with  the 
progressive  set  of  officers  they  have. 

Rabboni  Chapter,  No.  171,  Dauphin. — This  is  my 
mother  Chapter  and  I  am  in  attendance  at  all  its  meet- 
ings. I  visited  it  officially  twice  and  consecrated  it  on 
another  occasion. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all 
who  have  accorded  me  courtesies  during  the  year,  and  am 
only  sorry  that  I  was  not  able  to  do  more  than  I  did. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

J.  W.  Johnston, 
Grand  Supt.  Manitoba  B.  District,  No.  15. 
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MANITOBA  W.  DISTRICT,  NO.  15A. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z-,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the  honor  to 
present  my  report  as  Grand  Superintendent  for  Manitoba 
District  No.  15a  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1912. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  101,  Boissevain. — This 
being  my  mother  Chapter,  I  attended  most  of  the  Convo- 
cations during  the  year  and  witnessed  the  exemplification 
of  the  several  degrees  by  the  First  Principal,  E.  Comp. 
F.  G.  Fox,  and  his  efficient  staff  of  officers.  Corinthian 
Chapter  is  second  to  none  in  the  district  for  degree  work, 
and  this  year  has  maintained  her  reputation.  I  visited 
officially  on  November  18th  and  witnessed  the  conferring 
of  the  M.  M.  M.,  M.  E.  M.  and  Royal  Arch  degrees 
on  three  candidates,  which  was  exceedingly  well  done. 
Fortunately  for  Corinthian  Chapter,  there  are  many 
Past  First  Principals  who  take  a  deep  interest  in  Capitu- 
lar Freemasonry,  and  who  by  their  regular  attendance 
stimulate  to  a  great  extent  the  younger  Companions. 
This  is  as  it  should  be  and,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the 
reasons  why  some  Chapters  do  not  progress  as  they 
should  is  the  lack  of  enthusiasm  by  Past  Principals,  for- 
getting, as  they  sometimes  do,  that  they  have  had  con- 
ferred on  them  the  highest  honor  possible  for  the  Com- 
panions to  confer.  Companion  Taylor  is  a  most  efficient 
Scribe  E.,  consequently  the  books  of  the  Chapter  are 
excellently  kept. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  141,  Brandon. — My  visit 
to  this  Chapter  was  attempted  on  January  6th,  but  on 
account  of  the  train  being  several  hours  late  I  did  not 
reach  the  city  until  after  10  o'clock.  On  repairing  to  the 
Chapter  room  I  found  the  business  of  the  evening  com- 
pleted and  the  Chapter  closed.  However,  I  met  several 
of  the  Companions,  including  the  First  Principal  and 
Scribe  E.,  and  we  had  a  useful  hour.     I  examined  very 
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carefully  the  books  of  the  Chapter  and  made  some  sug- 
gestions re  collecting  outstanding  dues,  which  I  believe 
will  be  followed.  The  books  are  well  kept,  and  Keystone 
Chapter,  from  a  financial  point,  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion; and  if  the  Companions  (a  splendid  lot  of  men  with 
lots  of  ability)  were  to  make  a  united  effort  it  would 
soon  have  the  life,  activity  and  enthusiastic  spirit  which 
a  Chapter  situated  in  a  prosperous  city  like  Brandon 
should  have.  E.  Comp.  Hutchinson,  of  Corinthian  Chap- 
ter, No.  101,  was  with  me  on  this  visit. 

Avondalk  Chapter,  No.  156,  Hartney. — It  was 
my  pleasant  duty  to  visit  this  Chapter  on  December  18th, 
accompanied  by  E.  Comps.  Lee  and  Hutchinson,  Second 
and  Third  Principals,  respectively,  of  Corinthian  Chap- 
ter, No.  101,  Boissevain.  After  the  election  of  officers 
the  M.  M.  M.  degree  was  conferred  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner  by  E.  Comp.  Crawford,  the  newly-elected  Eirst 
Principal.  This  Chapter  has  excellent  equipment,  beauti- 
ful rooms,  and  is  in  a  healthy,  prosperous  condition. 
Scribe  E.  Comp.  Batty  is  very  faithful  and  efficient  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties.  If  all  the  Companions  of 
the  district  took  as  much  enthusiastic  interest  in  Capitu- 
lar Freemasonry  as  the  Companions  of  Avondale  Chap- 
ter do,  our  district  would  soon  be  one  of  the  leading 
ones.  The  attendance  was  good,  and  after  the  labors  of 
the  evening  were  ended,  a  splendid  banquet  was  provided, 
at  which  a  pleasant  few  hours  were  spent  in  speech  and 
song. 

Mount  Sinai  Chapter,  No.  183,  Rivers. — I  visited 
this,  the  youngest  Chapter  in  the  province,  on  December 
20th,  when  the  election  of  officers  took  place.  Rivers  is 
a  town  of  about  2,000  population,  situated  on  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Railway  about  140  miles  west  of  Win- 
nipeg. Being  a  divisional  point,  a  great  many  railway 
employees  in  the  town  are  among  the  members  of  the 
Chapter,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  the  future 
of  Mount  Sinai  Chapter  will  depend  largely  as  to  whether 
the  railway  company  move  their  shops  from  Rivers,  and 
whether  the  Companions  at  Melville   (another  divisional 
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point  up  the  line)  institute  a  Chapter  of  their  own.  I 
found  a  great  many  enthusiastic  Masons  at  Rivers,  and 
Mount  Sinai  Chapter  has,  I  feel  confident,  established  a 
record.  Starting  some  ten  months  ago  with  the  lucky 
thirteen,  and  now  numbering  over  eighty,  its  growth 
speaks  volumes  for  the  interest  taken  in  Capitular  Free- 
masonry in  that  district.  My  reception  was  most  cordial, 
and  a  banquet  followed,  at  which  every  member  contri- 
buted to  the  good  cheer. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  of 
Manitoba  District,  No.  15a,  for  the  honor  conferred  on 
me  at  the  last  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  for 
the  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

R.  G.  Wiujs, 
Grand  Supt.  Manitoba  W.  District,  No.  15a. 

Boissevain,  Man.,  Jan.  28th,  1913. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA  DISTRICT,  NO.  16. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  1912. 

Vancouver  Chapter,  No.  98,  Vancouver. — This 
being  my  home  Chapter,  I  have  been  present  at  most  of 
the  meetings.  On  September  25th  an  official  visit  was 
made,  when  the  R.  A.  degree  was  exemplified  by  the 
First  Principal  and  other  officers.  We  had  the  honor 
of  a  visit,  on  August  14th,  from  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z., 
a  pleasure  greatly  appreciated  by  the  Companions. 

Westminster  Chapter,  No.  124,  New  Westmin- 
ster.— This  Chapter  has  not  been  officially  visited  owing 
to  the  Masonic  bodies  of  this  city  having  to  erect  a  new 
Temple;  there  has  been  difficulty  in  making  the  neces- 
sary arrangements.  In  January  this  building  will  be 
completed,  and  a  substantial  home  then  found  for  Free- 
masonry. However,  from  my  personal  knowledge  of  the 
officers  and  Companions  of  No.  124,  I  feel  certain  that 
nothing  has  been  neglected. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  127,  Nanaimo. — This 
Chapter  was  visited  on  October  18th.  The  books  were 
found  to  be  well  and  carefully  kept.  The  R.  A.  degree 
was  exemplified,  and  a  few  suggestions  were  given  as  to 
some  improvements  that  could  be  made  in  the  ritualistic 
part  of  our  ceremonies. 

Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  142,  Cumberland. — By  their 
own  request,  this  Chapter  was  not  visited.  During  the 
latter  part  of  this  year  everything  has  been  disorganized 
by  a  local  "  strike."  There  seems  to  have  been  no  meet- 
ings held  nor  any  work  done  in  this  Chapter  at  the  pres- 
ent. Better  things  are  hoped  for  when  commercial  and 
labor  troubles  are  settled. 

Kaien  Chapter,  No.  178,  Prince  Rupert. — On  July 
31st  I  visited  Prince  Rupert  in  company  with  M.  W.  the 
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Grand  Master  of  B.  C,  and  several  of  his  officers.  His 
attendance  was  required  to  open  a  new  "blue"  lodge,  and 
on  August  2nd  I  had  the  valuable  assistance  of  these 
officers  in  consecrating  and  dedicating  Kaien  Chapter, 
and  afterwards  in  installing  its  officers.  This  Chapter 
was  afterwards  visited  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  on  his 
visit  to  British  Columbia.  The  Grand  Chapter  has  cer- 
tainly made  no  mistake  in  granting  this  warrant. 

Camosun  Chapter,  No.  182,  Victoria. — This  Chap- 
ter was  constituted  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  in  August 
last  while  on  his  visit  to  that  city.  Unfortunately,  the 
Chapter  finds  much  difficulty  in  providing  a  suitable  room 
for  its  use,  and  is  thereby  much  hindered  in  its  progress. 

Capitular  Masonry  is  making  steady  progress  in  this 
district.  A  dispensation  has  been  applied  for  for  a  new 
Chapter,  "Pacific  Chapter,"  in  this  city,  and  another  is 
in  course  of  preparation  for  the  city  of  North  Vancouver. 
Before  1913  is  ended  we  hope  to  see  nine  or  ten  Chapters 
working  in  District  No.  16.  I  cannot  close  this  report 
without  expressing  the  pleasure  and  profit  our  members 
derived  from  the  visit  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  Unfor- 
tunately, holiday  time  is  not  well  suited  for  Masonic 
work,  but  as  the  M.  E.  readily  accepted  this  idea,  we 
were  all  the  better  pleased  to  receive  him,  and  sincerely 
trust  that  his  visit  was  merely  the  prelude  to  many 
others. 

All  of  which  is   fraternally   submitted. 

Wiixiam  Burns, 
Grand  Supt.  British  Columbia  District,  No.  16. 

Vancouver,  B.C. 


o 
o 

2 

C/2 


o 
o 

t— I 

s 


I  H93JS3Q   JIB  3JJOM   •£   'X^   U«0 

uj        en         Kj        m        tn 
<V         Q)         &>         D         <D 
J*        >H        JH        {H        JH 

•s^oadsojj 

T3          •      T3       -0      T3       73 

O      X      O      §      0      0 
O      M       O      /S       0       0 
O                O      W      O      O 

ao,Aauag  ui  papuadxg  ^nnoray 

400 . 00 
25.00 
45.00 

•aouBansuj  ^unoruy 

300.00 
300.00 
None 
300.00 
500.00 

"Suipu'B^e^no  sanQ 

8 
650.00 

241.25 

200.00 

280.00 

155.00 

•/tyjadojj 

* 

250.00 

500.00 

300.00 
500.00 

•eapunoag  jo  qs^BQ 

J  066. 00 

1837.29 

450.00 

600  00 

662.78 

•s;assy 

2000.00 

2578.54 

450.00 

1162.00 

•sai;ijiqi3r[ 

None 

Nil 
None 
None 
23.35 

saBdJjy  ui  "sq^jY  z\  *5Jt,quiaj\[  *o^j 

O        CO        IN        00       — 
CO       CO        -h        >-c       IN 

•juoo  -y-H 

CO       O       lO           •       IN       ■* 

•jaoQ  waw 

•>*       ■*      10         •      CN       CO 

— 1        CN                      •        ^       -* 

•juoq  Ii:w 

tj<     ■<*<     \n       •     c 

^h        IN                              — 

33 

•diusaaqiuajv   ^uasaaj 

1-        O       ■*        ■*        h- 

CN       CD       CO       iO       CC 

CO       —1 

0 

■eqiBaa 

Tj- 

•suoisuadsng 

IO 

•srBAvejpq;^i\Y 

rr          •       ^ 

•suopBJOjisa^j 

•SUO]113T[UJV 

0      >o        •              CO      -"J* 

•pairBpiuj  sa^pipuBO 

't       *       iO          •       CN       OS 

•pa^daooy  suorjpaj 

CO       i-i       00          •       iO       OS 

•njn^a^j  ^sbj  ejaqraaj^  *ojj 

OS       O       O       ■*       CN       t>. 
CN       ■>*       CO       IO       IO       CN 

CO         »H 

uaqraaj^  jad  'sanQ  j«nuuy 

0     0     0     0     0     c 
^o     0     O     iO     0     c 

Ci       CO       CO                  CO       c; 

•BJO^iex^  aouBpua^y  a3BiaAy 

TJ1          ^H          ,-H                          IT. 

CN 

sjaquiajv  aouBpua^y  a3B.iaAy 

J* 

^H          T)<          CN               -CO 

co         ,-H         _             .         _ 

moz 

h       M       M          •        00       ■* 

•^uaaaarag 

CO      00      i-1         •      »o      00 

•s2upaajY  JB[n2a}j 

—        O        IN           •       CO        CO 

NOIXVOOT 

Vancouver 

New  W'minster 

Nanaimo 

Cumberland  .  .  . 
Prince  Rupert  . 
Victoria 

uaqum^j 

00       ■*       N       N       O0       CN* 
d       CN       CN        "*       t^       00 

H3X.TVHO 

! 

1 

Vancouver. . 
Westminster 
Keystone. . . 

Cyrus 

Kaien  .  .  . 

3 

a 

5 

* 

ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1913        113 

ALBERTA  N.  DISTRICT,  NO.  17. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

Alberta  Chapter,  No.  106,  Calgary. — I  attended 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  on  his  official  visit  to  this'  Chapter 
on  September  3rd,  1912.  The  M.  M.  M.  degree  was 
exemplified  in  an  able  manner ;  the  attendance  was  fairly 
large,  particularly  the  Past  Z/s.  I  again  visited  this 
Chapter  on  the  5th  November,  1912,  and  witnessed  the 
conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  was  well 
done.  I  again  attended  an  Emergent  Convocation  of 
this  Chapter  on  January  8th,  191 3,  and,  assisted  by  Past 
Grand  Superintendents,  installed  the  officers  for  1913. 
The  attendance  is  increasing  in  this  Chapter,  as  well  as 
the  membership.  The  books  are  very  well  and  neatly 
kept. 

North  Star  Chapter,  No.  118,  Edmonton. — I  ac- 
companied the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  on  his  official  visit  to  this 
Chapter  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  August  29th,  1912. 
The  distinguished  visitor  was  most  cordially  received 
and  gave  the  Companions  a  splendid  address,  which  was 
greatly  appreciated.  No  degree  work  was  put  on,  but 
I  looked  carefully  over  the  books  of  the  Chapter  and 
found  them  a  model  of  neatness  and  good  order.  I  had 
intended  to  visit  the  Chapter  again,  but  business  would 
not  permit  it ;  however,  I  requested  R.  E.  Comp.  Howson 
to  pay  them  a  visit  and  report  to  me,  which  he  did,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  learn  they  do  good  work. 

Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  172,  Wetaskiwin. — I 
accompanied  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  on  his  official  visit  to 
the  Chapter  on  the  evening  of  August  28th,  1912.  Owing 
to  the  wretched  condition  of  the  roads,  this  being  a  rural 
Chapter,  the  attendance  was  small.  The  Chapter  has  a 
good  set  of  officers,  and  they  tendered  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Z.  a  hearty  welcome.  No  degree  work  was  put  on.  I 
examined  the  books  of  S.  E.  and  found  them  well  kept. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  I  was  unable  to 
examine  his,  but  from  the  bank  book  I  learned  that  they 
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are  sound  financially,   and  I  look   forward   to  their   in- 
creasing in  numbers. 

Otuskwan  Chapter,  No.  179,  Calgary. — My  first 
official  act  as  Grand  Superintendent  was  consecrating 
this  Chapter,  which  I  did  on  June  5th,  1912,  assisted  by 
R.  E.  Comps.  Rankin,  Taylor  and  several  P.  Z.'s  from 
Alberta  Chapter.  I  also  installed  the  officers  for  the 
year.  On  September  3rd  I  accompanied  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Z.  on  his  official  visit  to  a  joint  meeting  of  Alberta  and 
Otuskwan  Chapters. 

I  again  visited  the  Chapter  at  their  regular  Convoca- 
tion on  December  4th,  1912,  and  witnessed  the  conferring 
of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  was  done  in  a  fairly 
creditable  manner.  I  examined  the  books  of  the  S.  E. 
and  found  them  well  kept,  but  the  dues  are  poorly  paid. 
I  was  unable  to  examine  the  books  of  the  Treasurer,  but 
have  since  found  they  are  in  good  order. 

Bow  Valley  Chapter,  U.D.,  Gleichen. — On 
Wednesday,  September  18th,  191 2,  accompanied  by  some 
twenty  Companions  from  Alberta  and  Otuskwan  Chap- 
ters, I  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Gleichen  and  formally 
instituted  the  Chapter  and  installed  the  officers.  The 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  afterwards  conferred  by  the 
Calgary  Companions,  R.  E.  Comp.  S.  Y.  Taylor  acting 
as  First  Principal.  The  Gleichen  Companions  expressed 
their  great  appreciation  of  the  work,  which  was  well 
done.  I  again  visited  the  Chapter  on  January  15th  of 
this  year,  and  witnessed  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  on  three  candidates,  two  of  whom  had  travelled 
over  25  miles  in  very  cold  weather  to  be  present.  I  have 
never  seen  the  work  better  done,  and  Bow  Valley  Chap- 
ter is  to  be  greatly  congratulated  on  their  splendid 
achievement,  not  one  word  of  prompting  during  the  whole 
degree,  and  no  aid  of  any  kind  for  the  officers  was  in 
evidence.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  E.  Comp. 
Yales  for  the  efficient  work  of  his  officers,  which  is  second 
to  none  in  my  district. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

Geo.   Hill, 
Grand  Supt.  Alberta  M.  District,  Xo.   17. 
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ALBERTA  S.  DISTRICT,  NO.  17a. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — I  beg  to 
present  herewith  my  report  on  the  state  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  District  No.  17a,  covering  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  Province  of  Alberta,  during  the  year  of  1912. 

Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  158,  Lethe-ridge. — This 
Chapter  has  passed  through  one  of  the  most  favorable 
and  successful  years  of  its  existence,  for  which  success 
its  E.  First  Principal,  Comp.  Lockwood,  is  deserving  of 
great  praise  for  his  unwearying  efforts,  which  were  nobly 
backed  up  by  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
Chapter.  They  have  established  a  name  for  themselves 
which  we  trust  they  will  retain,  and  which  will  be 
emulated  by  the  other  Chapters  of  the  district.  Being 
my  own  Chapter,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at 
a  great  many  of  their  meetings  and  assisting  at  the  in- 
stallation of  their  new  officers  for  the  coming  year.  I 
can  see  nothing  but  a  bright  future  for  Shekinah,  as  the 
incoming  officers  seem  to  be  imbued  with  the  same  spirit 
as  their  predecessors. 

Golden  West  Chapter,  No.  159,  High  River. — I 
was  only  able  to  pay  one  visit  to  Golden  West  Chapter,  on 
the  occasion  of  their  installation  of  officers.  Golden  West 
appears  to  be  working  under  the  same  disadvantage  that 
a  number  of  Chapters  in  the  smaller  points  have  to  suffer 
from.  The  membership  is  scattered  over  such  a  wide 
area  that  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  secure  a  sufficient  attend- 
ance at  their  meetings  to  carry  on  the  routine  work  of 
the  Chapter.  Were  it  not  that  they  have  some  good 
solid  members  within  reach  they  would  have  difficulty 
in  continuing.  In  looking  through  their  roll  of  attendance 
practically  the  same  names  appear  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year  to  the  end,  and  as  financial  conditions  have 
not  been  of  the  best  through  Southern  Alberta  during 
the  past  season,  the  membership  has  not  materially  in- 
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creased.  However,  with  the  class  of  faithful  attendants 
there  is  no  danger  of  them  retrogressing,  and  it  is  only 
a  matter  of  holding  out  for  a  short  time,  when  they  will 
be  over  the  hill  and  on  the  safe  road  to  prosperity.  I 
have  to  thank  their  worthy  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  Thomas,  for 
prompt  notice  of  all  their  meetings  and  attention  to  any 
correspondence  I  have  had  with  him. 

Assiniboia  Chapter,  No.  126,  Medicine  Hat. — I 
had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  this  Chapter  at  their  regular 
meeting  in  December,  and  while  there  were  no  degrees 
conferred,  the  prompt  way  in  which  the  routine  business 
and  the  election  of  officers  was  carried  out  shows  that 
they  are  under  good  control.  Four  applications  for  exal- 
tation and  affiliation  coming  in  that  night  also  shows  that 
they  are  working  along  the  right  lines,  and  no  uneasiness 
may  be  felt  as  to  their  ultimate  success. 

Bekah  Chapter,  No.  176,  MaceEod. — Being  closer 
to  home,  I  was  able  to  visit  this  Chapter  twice  during  the 
early  part  of  the  season,  intending  to  pay  a  visit  later 
in  the  wind-up  to  mark  the  progress.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  Bekah  Chapter  is  passing  through  the  transition 
stage  which,  apparently,  is  the  bugbear  of  all  newly- 
organized  Chapters,  and  while  they  have  suffered  from 
the  loss  of  some  of  their  principal  officers  and  the  absence 
from  home  of  their  Scribe  E.  a  great  part  of  the  year,  yet 
I  do  not  believe  the  results  are  justified  by  the  class  of 
material  with  which  they  have  had  to  work.  They  were 
unable  to  get  a  meeting  together  for  me  in  December. 
However,  I  hope  after  their  election  of  new  officers  that 
a  little  ginger  will  be  instilled  into  them,  and  that  we  will 
see  them  emerging  from  their  present  state  stronger  than 
ever.* 

Kether  Chapter,  No.  177,  Pincher  Creek. — 
Kether,  too,  is  suffering  from  the  same  trouble  that 
Golden  West  is  experiencing.  A  large  proportion  of  their 
members  living  too  far  away  to  be  regular  attendants, 
and  during  the  past  year  their  First  Principal  has  had 
to  drive  twenty-five  miles  to  attend  the  meetings.  As  a 
consequence  of  this,  they  held  no  meetings  from  May,  at 
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which  I  was  present,  until  their  regular  December,  on 
which  occasion  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  them.  They  have 
a  membership  strong  enough  and  of  a  quality  which 
ensures  eventual  success,  and  they  are  working  in  har- 
mony, but  I  think  require  a  little  more  push  to  achieve 
very  much  better  results  than  they  are  getting. 

In  connection  with  conditions  at  large  over  the  dis- 
trict, it  is  hard  to  give  reasons  for  the  lack  of  attendance 
at  the  meetings  of  the  different  Chapters,  and  this  has 
been  one  of  the  questions  I  have  discussed  wherever  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  the  members.  Sev- 
eral reasons  have  been  given  for  this,  among  others  the 
distance  from  the  governing  body  and  the  consequent 
falling  off  in  the  fraternal  spirit  that  should  exist,  also 
the  large  number  of  Companions  who  merely  take  their 
degree  in  the  Chapter  as  a  stepping-stone  to  so-called 
higher  orders,  and  I  think  myself  that  the  lack  of  inter- 
course between  the  different  Chapters  is  largely  to 
blame.  At  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  Chapters  where 
I  was  visiting,  Shekinah  called  a  meeting  for  January, 
at  which  the  Royal  Arch  was  exemplified,  and  a  very 
interesting  paper  read  by  E.  Comp.  A.  C.  Kemmis  on  the 
history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  after  which  a  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent  in  listening  to  speeches  from 
the  different  representatives,  interspersed  with  music. 
Invitations  had  been  sent  to  all  the  Chapters  in  the  dis- 
trict, but  unfortunately  the  Chapters  were  not  all  rep- 
resented. Those  who  were  present  expressed  them- 
selves as  having  spent  a  very  enjoyable,  as  well  as  in- 
structive evening,  and  I  think  have  gone^away  with  the 
intention  of  trying  to  arrange  for  more  of  such  meetings, 
which,  I  believe,  under  present  conditions,  will  have  a 
more  beneficial  effect  than  anything  we  can  do.  It  is 
encouraging  to  note  that  none  of  the  Chapters  are  in 
financial  difficulties. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

N.  T.   MaclEod, 
Grand  Supt.  Alberta  S.  District,  No.  ija. 

Lethbridge,  Alta.,  Feb.   17th,  1913. 
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KOOTENAY  DISTRICT,  NO.   18. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions,, — Enclosed 
find  statistical  table  for  Kootenay  District,  No.  18. 

On  the  ist  of  December  I  was  called  East  on  account 
of  illness  in  the  family.  I  intended  making  a  visit  to  each 
of  the  Chapters  in  my  district  during  December,  but  when 
I  had  about  completed  my  arrangements,  was  unable  to 
carry  out  my  plans.  In  having  my  mail  forwarded  to  me 
to  different  places,  probably  the  reports  from  Fernie  and 
Vernon  have  gone  astray,  as  I  have  never  received  them. 
Sorry  I  have  not  a  full  report  to  submit,  but,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  is  unavoidable. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  Sutherland, 
Grand  Supt.  Kootenay  District,  No.  18. 

Ottawa,  Jan.  31,   1913. 
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SASKATCHEWAN  NORTH  DISTRICT,  NO.  19. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the 
honor  to  present  my  report  as  Grand  Superintendent  for 
Saskatchewan  North  District,  No.  19.  I  wish  to  express 
my  deep  appreciation  to  the  officers  and  Companions  of 
all  the  Chapters  in  the  district  for  the  cordial  and  hearty 
receptions  they  gave  me  on  my  official  visits.  I  also 
desire  to  thank  R.  E.  Comp.  Crandon  for  the  able  assist- 
ance he  gave  me  during  my  term  of  office. 

BattlEEord  Chapter,  No.  181,  BattlEEord. — I  had 
the  pleasure  of  constituting  this  Chapter  on  the  evening 
of  April  18th,  1912,  assisted  by  E.  Comps.  Brown  and 
Boskms.  This  Chapter  has  made  good  progress  during 
the  year ;  the  officers  and  Companions  are  all  enthusiastic 
and  have  plans  prepared  for  a  new  Masonic  Temple  to  be 
built  next  year.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  all  the 
Chapter  degrees  conferred  on  three  candidates  from  a 
distance,  and  the  degree  work,  as  exemplified  by  the 
officers  of  this  Chapter,  was  a  real  pleasure  to  witness. 
This  Chapter  lias  a  bright  future. 

Prince  Albert  Chapter,  No.  160,  Prince  Albert. — 
On  June  19th,  1912,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  complimenting 
E.  Comp.  Coombs  and  the  Companions  of  Prince  Albert 
Chapter  on  their  beautiful  Chapter  room,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  furnished  in  the  west.  On  this  occasion  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  arranging  for  a  Chapter  of  Instruction  to 
be  held  in  Saskatoon  at  a  later  date  for  the  whole  district. 
Prince  Albert  Chapter  has  excellent  prospects  for  con- 
tinued prosperity. 

Saskatoon  Chapter,  No.  165,  Saskatoon. — This  is 
my  home  Chapter,  and  I  have  attended  nearly  all  the 
meetings  during  the  year.  I  visited  this  Chapter  offi- 
cially on  September  6th,  accompanying  M.  E.  Comp. 
Harcourt,  Grand  Z.    This  was  the  first  occasion  a  Chap- 
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tcr  in  this  district  had  of  welcoming  a  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal, and  the  officers  and  Companions  of  Saskatoon  Chap- 
ter felt  highly  honored  by  the  visit  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Har- 
court,  and  they  all  feel  that  they  have  profited  very  much 
from  the  information  given  by  the  Grand  Z.  in  his 
address.  Saskatoon  Chapter  is  not  only  the  best  in  the 
district,  but  expects  to  be  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best, 
in  Grand  Chapter.  The  future  of  Saskatoon  Chapter  is 
indeed  bright. 

Chapter  of  Instruction. 

On  November  7th  a  Chapter  of  Instruction  was  held 
at  Saskatoon.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  the 
Companions  of  the  district.  Battleford  Chapter,  No.  181, 
exemplified  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  in  a  faultless  manner, 
and  received  the  congratulations  of  the  Companions 
present.  Saskatoon  Chapter,  No.  165,  conferred  the 
M.  E.  M.  degree  in  their  usual  pleasing  manner.  The 
officers  of  Prince  Albert  Chapter,  No.  160,  worked  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  in  an  able  and  impressive  manner. 

The  officers  of  the  several  Chapters  feel  that  they 
have  derived  much  knowledge  and  benefit  from  this  the 
first  Chapter  of  Instruction  held  in  the  district,  and  expect 
that  it  will  become  an  annual  affair. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  1  expect  to  see  the 
number  of  Chapters  in  the  district  more  than  double  next 
year.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  throughout  this  district  will 
give  a  good  account  of  itself  as  it  is  on  the  verge  of 
greater  prosperity. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

G.  A.  Munroe, 
Grand  Supt.  Saskatchewan  N.  District,  No.  19. 
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SASKATCHEWAN  SOUTH  DISTRICT,  NO.  19a. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

Companions, — I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  for 
your  approval  a  report  of  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Saskatchewan  District,  No.  19a,  for  the  year 
191 2.  The  Chapters  in  this  district  have  made  substan- 
tial progress,  158  brethren  being  initiated,  making  a  total 
membership  of  687.  During  my  term  of  office  I  have 
visited  each  Chapter  in  the  district,  and,  assisted  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  McCauley,  instituted  a  new  Chapter  at  Swift 
Current.  Being  unable  to  attend  Grand  Convocation  at 
Toronto,  I  went  to  Moose  Jaw,  where  R.  E.  Comp.  Mc- 
Cauley installed  me  as  G.  S.  of  the  district. 

Unity  Chapter,  U.D.,  Swift  Current. — On  the 
morning  of  April  2nd,  I  and  a  number  of  the  officers  of 
Weyburn  Chapter  took  train  for  Moose  Jaw,  where  we 
were  met  by  R.  E.  Comp.  McCauley  and  officers  of  Moose 
Jaw  Chapter,  and  proceeded  to  Swift  Current,  where 
R.  E.  Comp.  McCauley  instituted  and  installed  the  offi- 
cers of  Unity  Chapter,  U.D.,  after  which  all  the  different 
degrees  were  exemplified  on  a  large  class,  part  of  the 
work  being  done  by  Moose  Jaw  officers  and  part  by 
Weyburn.  After  the  business  of  the  evening,  we  were 
entertained  to  a  splendid  banquet  in  the  Empire  Hotel, 
where  a  very  pleasant  hour  was  spent.  In  June,  on  the 
invitation  of  E.  Comp.  Yager,  I  visited  them  again,  when 
the  R.  A.  degree  was  put  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
On  December  17th  I  was  to  pay  them  my  official  visit, 
but  on  going  to  the  station,  I  found  the  train  was  eight 
hours  late,  so  could  not  meet  them,  but  Comp.  Morris  of 
Regina  was  there,  and  wrote  me  that  the  R.  A.  degree 
was  exemplified  in  a  manner  above  criticism.  The  offi- 
cers and  members  are  enthusiastic,  and  as  they  have  a 
large  territory  to  draw  from,  should  make  good  pro- 
gress. I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  that  they 
be  granted  a  Charter. 
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Weyburn  Chapter,  No.  173,  Weyburn. — As  this  is 
my  home  Chapter  I  have  attended  every  meeting  through 
the  year,  but  on  November  18th  I  paid  my  official  visit, 
where  the  R.  A.  degree  was  put  on  perfectly.  Although 
the  attendance  has  not  been  as  large  as  one  could  wish, 
still  the  officers  are  well  up  in  their  work,  the  books  are 
well  kept,  the  Chapter  has  a  good  meeting  room,  and  the 
new  officers  elected  for  the  next  year  are  fully  compe- 
tent to  carry  on  the  work  as  well  as,  or  better  than,  has 
been  done  in  the  past.  The  Chapter  has  made  good  pro- 
gress during  the  past  year,  twenty-eight  being  added  to 
the  membership  roll.  The  future  is  bright  for  Weyburn 
Chapter.  After  the  work  of  the  meeting  was  over,  we 
had  a  pleasant  luncheon. 

Wascana  Chapter,  No.  121,  Regina. — I  made  my 
official  visit  to  this,  the  oldest  Chapter  in  the  district,  on 
December  9th.  No  degree  work  being  done,  they  held 
their  election  of  officers.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
say  anything  regarding  the  character  of  the  work,  as 
there  are  so  many  superior  officers  in  that  Chapter, 
especially  R.  E.  Comps.  Gorrell  and  Shaw,  who  look  after 
the  work  and  see  that  it  is  done  properly.  After  the 
business  of  the  meeting  we  sat  down  to  a  pleasant  repast, 
where  the  time  passed  pleasantly  for  an  hour. 

Moose  Jaw  Chapter,  No.  162,  Moose  Jaw. —  I  paid 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  the  evening  of  De- 
cember 19th,  when  the  R.  A.  degree  was  exemplified  in 
a  manner  to  please  the  heart  of  any  Grand  Chapter  offi- 
cer, and  afterwards  they  held  their  election  of  officers. 
Moose  Jaw  Chapter  has  progressed  in  a  wonderful  man- 
ner during  the  past  year,  having  added  eighty-two  mem- 
bers to  their  roll.  It  is  now  on  a  par,  as  regards 
membership,  with  Regina,  having  a  total  membership  of. 
191.  This  is  my  third  visit  to  Moose  Jaw  during  the 
year,  and  I  can  vouch  for  the  manner  in  which  the  work 
is  being  done.  I  have  always  enjoyed  my  visits  to  Moose 
Jaw  Chapter,  as  they  treat  me  with  the  utmost  kindness. 

•Moose  Mountain  Chapter,  No.  166,  Arcola. — I 
attended  a  regular  Convocation  of  this  Chapter  on  Dec. 
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23rd.  They  expected  to  have  candidates  for  the  R.  A. 
degree,  but  being  a  very  cold  and  stormy  night  they  did 
not  come  in,  being  from  a  distance  in  the  country,  conse- 
quently they  just  held  their  election  of  officers.  The 
prospects  of  this  Chapter  have  not  been  very  bright,  but 
E.  Comp.  Anderson  thought  the  darkest  days  were  past 
and  that  the  future  looked  brighter.  After  the  Chapter 
was  closed,  we  sat  down  to  a  lunch,  and  a  pleasant  hour 
was  spent  with  song  and  story.  Sorry  to  relate,  at  2 
o'clock  the  following  morning  the  building  in  which  the 
Chapter  room  was  situated  was  burnt  to  the  ground ;  both 
the  Chapter  and  the  Craft  Lodge  lost  all  their  property 
and  books.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  another 
building  in  the  town  where  they  can  hold  their  meetings, 
and  have  not  heard  from  E.  Comp.  Anderson  what  they 
expect  to  do. 

Golden  Compass  Chapter,  No.  170,  Sintaluta. — 
On  the  evening  of  December  31st  I  paid  this  Chapter  my 
official  visit.  There  was  no  degree  work  put  on,  as  it 
was  a  stormy  night  and  only  a  few  came  in,  but  the 
efficiency  of  the  officers  is  beyond  question.  They  held 
their  election  of  officers.  There  has  been  considerable 
friction  and  some  hard  feelings  between  Sintaluta  and 
Mount  Sinai,  at  Rivers,  Manitoba,  and  Melville,  regard- 
ing encroachment  of  territory  on  the  part  of  Mount  Sinai 
members,  but  I  understand  that  the  officers  and  members 
of  Mount  Sinai  Chapter  are  to  make  reparation.  This 
trouble  held  back  Melville  from  making  application  for 
a  dispensation  to  institute  a  Chapter  in  that  town.  That 
difficulty  has  now  been  overcome,  and  they  are  making 
application  for  a  dispensation  at  the  coming  Convocation 
of  Grand  Chapter.  After  the  Chapter  was  closed,  we 
had  a  pleasant  hour  around  the  banquet  table,  where  all 
enjoyed  themselves  thoroughly. 

Estevan  Chapter,  No.  180,  Estevan. — I  had  the 
pleasure,  with  R.  E.  Comp.  McCauley,  of  instituting  this 
Chapter  a  year  ago  last  September,  and  therefore  feel 
interested  in  its  progress.  I  have  visited  it  once  or  twice 
since,  but  on  the  evening  in  which  I  was  to  pay  my  offi- 
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cial  visit  I  found  the  train  five  hours  late,  and  was  there- 
fore unable  to  attend,  but  they  have  made  progress  in 
the  past  year.  Their  finances  are  in  good  shape,  their 
officers  enthusiastic,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  make 
a  good  showing  in  the  future. 

At  each  of  the  different  visits  which  I  have  made,  the 
question  came  up  and  was  discussed,  and  it  seemed  to  be 
the  general  desire  of  the  officers  and  Companions  of  the 
different  Chapters  that  the  next  Convocation  of  Grand 
Chapter  should  be  held  in  Winnipeg,  and  if  the  Grand 
Chapter  complies  with  this  desire,  it  will  be  highly  appre- 
ciated by  every  Companion  west  of  the  great  lakes.  In 
conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  those  who 
conferred  upon  me  the  honor  of  being  appointed  Grand 
Superintendent  of  this  district,  and  especially  to  R.  E. 
Comp.  McCauley,  for  advice  and  assistance  so  cheerfully 
tendered  at  all  times. 

AM  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  Sharpe, 
Grand  Supt.  Saskatchewan  S.  District,  No.  iga. 
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NEW  ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  NO.  20. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  for  your 
consideration  the  following  report  on  the  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  New  Ontario  District,  No.  20. 

I  must  first  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Com- 
panions of  the  district  for  the  high  honor  they  conferred 
on  me  in  electing  me  to  the  high  and  important  office  of 
Grand  Superintendent  of  the  district,  and  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  the  Companions  throughout  the  district  for 
the  kind,  courteous  and  true  Masonic  treatment  accorded 
me  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  them  during  my  term 
of  office. 

My  first  act  was  to  appoint  E.  Comp.  C.  H.  Fullerton, 
of  New  Liskeard,  District  Secretary,  and  notified  all  the 
Chapters  in  the  district  of  my  appointments.  The  work 
of  Capitular  Masonry  throughout  the  district  is  of  the 
high  class,  and  I  am  more  than  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  it  as  such,  thanks  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  the 
Grand  Superintendents  who  have  preceded  me. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  held  a  Chapter  of  In- 
struction, but  it  seemed  next  to  impossible,  as  it  meant 
two  or  three  days  for  some  of  the  Companions,  and  they 
could  not  spare  the  time,  much  as  they  would  like  to 
have  done  so.  I  am  only  sorry  that  I  could  not  hold  it, 
as  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  Chapters  and  Lodges  of 
Instruction. 

I  think  the  reason  there  is  not  the  same  enthusiasm 
in  Capitular  Masonry  that  there  is  in  Symbolic  Masonry 
is  because  too  many  degrees  are  conferred  upon  a  candi- 
date; consequently,  he  does  not  know  the  work  of  the 
Chapter  as  he  does  that  of  the  blue  lodge,  therefore  he 
does  not  take  the  same  interest  in  the  work.  One  of  the 
Chapters  in  this  district  has  an  unwritten  law  that  they 
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will  not  confer  any  more  than  one  degree  on  a  candidate 
in  one  night,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wise  if  more  of  the 
Chapters  would  copy  the  same  unwritten  law.  I  have 
recommended  this  throughout  the  district,  believing  that 
it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

Pembroke;  Chapter,  No.  58,  Mattawa. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  the  18th  of  June,  accompanied  by  E. 
Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel.  Regular  Convocation.  Work, 
three  degrees,  well  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  First  Princi- 
pal S.  C.  McDonald  and  his  staff  of  officers,  after  which 
I  installed  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  This  Chapter 
is  getting  back  to  its  old  form  again,  and  is  able  to  report 
progress. 

Tuscan  Chapter,  No.  95,  Sudbury. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  November,  25th,  accompanied  by  R.  E. 
Companions  C.  R.  Reid  and  J.  S.  Gill.  Meeting,  emer- 
gent. Work,  R.  A.  degree,  well  conferred  by  E.  Comp. 
First  Principal  A.  D.  Meldrum  and  his  excellent  staff  of 
officers.  This  Chapter  is  starting  out  on  a  new  lease  of 
life,  and  the  officers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
work,  and  of  bringing  it  back  to  its  old  form. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  103,  North  Bay. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  November  27th,  accompanied  by  R.  E. 
Companions  J.  T.  Lovell  and  R.  L.  Dudley.  Meeting, 
emergent.  Work,  M.  E.  M.  and  R.  A.  M.  degrees,  well 
conferred  by  E.  Comp.  H.  J.  McAuslan  and  his  efficient 
staff  of  officers.  This  Chapter  has  the  reputation  of  doing 
the  work  well,  and  I  can  only  say  that  it  has  sustained 
the  reputation  which  it  so  well  earned  in  the  past. 

Algonquin  Chapter,  No.  102,  Saui/t  Ste.  Marie. — 
I  visited  this  Chapter,  November  29th,  accompanied  by 
R.  E.  Companions  C.  W.  McCrea  and  T.  E.  Simpson 
and  V.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Way.  Meeting  emergent.  Work, 
R.  A.  degree,  well  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  A.  W.  Dunlop 
and  his  excellent  staff  of  officers.  The  work  was  put  on 
very  impressively,  that  of  the  P.  S.  being  particularly 
worthy  of  mention ;  he  did  his  work  in  a  very  cool  and 
collected  manner. 
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Temiskaming  Chapter,  No.  169,  New  Liskeard. — 
I  visited  this  Chapter  December  4th,  accompanied  by  R. 
E.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel.  Meeting,  regular.  Work, 
R.  A.  degree,  well  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  William  Mag- 
ladery  and  his  efficient  staff  of  officers.  This  Chapter 
also  has  the  reputation  of  doing  good  work,  and  it  still 
retains  that  record.  This  is  my  own  Chapter,  and  on 
this  occasion  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel  presented 
Past  First  Principal's  jewels  to  E.  Comp.  C.  H.  Fuller- 
ton  and  myself,  who  are  the  two  Past  First  Principals 
of  this  Chapter,  in  a  most  pleasing  and  impressive 
manner.    * 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  say  that  Capitular  Masonry 
in  New  Ontario  District,  No.  20,  is  in  a  healthy  and 
prosperous  condition,  and  I  can  truly  say  that  it  is  equal 
to  any  district  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Canada. 

I  again  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  of  the  district 
for  the  way  in  which  they  received  me,  and  made  it  so 
pleasant  for  me  on  my  official  visits,  and  also  for  the 
honor  they  conferred  on  me  in  electing  me  to  the  high 
and  important  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  of  the 
district. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

Frank  W.  Haynes, 
Grand  Supt.  New  Ontario  District,  No.  20. 
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KLONDIKE  CHAPTER,  NO.  154,  UNATTACHED. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on 
the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Yukon  Ter- 
ritory for  the  year  ending  November  30th,  1912. 

Visited  Klondike  Chapter,  No.  154,  officially  at  the 
Regular  Convocation  held  on  the  27th  June.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  officers  were 
most  enthusiastic  and  the  work,  as  exemplified  in  the 
several  degrees  perfect  in  every  detail. 

The  Chapter  holds  its  own  numerically.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  there  were  seven  withdrawals  and 
one  suspension  during  the  year,  there  is  a  net  gain  of  one 
member. 

At  my  request,  E.  Comp.  A.  J.  Gillis,  assisted  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  Bell,  V.  E.  Comp.  Black  and  E.  Comp.  MacLean, 
very  kindly  installed  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  on  the 
26th  of  December,  for  the  coming  year,  and  I  congratu- 
late the  Chapter  on  their  choice  of  officers.  In  their 
care  the  Chapter  is  assured  of  a  prosperous  year. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  brief  report  without  express- 
ing my  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Craft  for  the  many 
tokens  of  their  good-will  and  fraternal  respect.  After  a 
residence  of  fourteen  years  in  the  Territory,  I  con- 
cluded to  make  my  future  home  in  Victoria,  B.C.,  and 
prior  to  my  departure  I  was  tendered  a  splendid  banquet 
by  the  Chapter,  and,  on  behalf  of  the  fraternity,  my  good 
wife  was  the  recipient  of  a  beautiful  silver  depose  tea 
set ;  and  as  if  that  were  not  sufficient,  they  made  a  further 
presentation  to  myself  of  a  gold  watch  and  fob.  The 
slogan  of  my  new  home  city  (Victoria)  is,  "It's  the  Cli- 
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mate."    If  I  were  permitted  to  name  a  slogan  for  Dawson, 
it  would  be,  "It's  the  People." 

Fraternally  submitted. 

David  R.  Macfarlane, 

Acting  Grand  Supt.  Yukon. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents 
of  Districts  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  to  report  later  on  at  this  Convocation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Letters  conveying  greetings  or  expressing  regret  at 
inability  to  be  present  owing  to  illness  or  other  unavoid- 
able causes,  were  received  from  the  following  and  read : 
M.  E.  Comps.  W.  G.  Reid,  Robt.  Hendry,  Judge  J.  E. 
Harding,  J.  Ross  Robertson,  John  Leslie;  R.  E.  Comps. 
Oliver  Ellwood,  London;  Sir  John  M.  Gibson,  Lieut.- 
Governor  of  Ontario;  Samuel  Wesley,  R.  G.  W.  Conolly, 
Geo.  F.  Shepley ;  Representatives  respectively  from  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  Victoria,  Louisiana,  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  New  Zealand,  Minnesota,  Kansas,  California, 
Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia ;  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H. 
Harper,  Grand  Supt.  Ontario  District,  No.  10,  and  others. 

GREETINGS   FROM   CONNECTICUT. 

The  following  telegram  of  greeting  was  received,  and 
to  which  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  was  directed  to  forward  a 
letter  of  fraternal  acknowledgment : 

"  Hartford,  Conn.,  February  25th. — Nine  thousand  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Connecticut  send  greetings  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  R.  A.  Masons  of  Canada,  hoping  that  harmony  and 
prosperity  will  attend  the  deliberations  of  the  Annual  Convo- 
cation. Personal  fraternal  relations  with  Grand  Z.  Harcourt 
were  enjoyed  when  he  visited  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State 
of  New  York  recently  in  Albany,  and  Connecticut  earnestly 
desires  that  Canada  may  send  a  representative  to  its  Convoca- 
tion at  New  Haven  on  May  13th.  (Sd.)  Geo.  N.  Deeap,  Grand 
Representative." 

INVITATION  FROM  LONDON. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of 
London,  Ont.,  and  duly  acknowledged : 

"Grand  Scribe  B.,  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  Masons,  Toronto,  Ont.: 

"R.  E.  Sir,— On  behalf  of  the  Council  of  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London,  I  extend  to  you  a  most  cordial  invitation 
to  hold  your  next  Annual  Convention  in  the  city  of  London. 
The  new  Masonic  Hall  will,  I  think,  afford  ample  facilities  for 
your  convention,  and  the  citizens  of  London  will  extend  to  you 
a  cordial  reception. 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"(Sd.)         C.  M.  R.  Graham,  Mayor." 
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FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  the  annual 
report  of  that  Committee,  which,  on  motion  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R. 
Murch,  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  an 
appendix  to  the  Proceedings. 

SUPPLE: MENTARY  REPORT  RE  UTAH. 

The  appended  supplementary  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  then  presented : 

Companions  of  Grand  Chapter, — Your  Committee 
at  last  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  requested, 
and  was  granted,  time  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  recently  formed  Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A. 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Utah  sought  recognition  and  an 
exchange  of  representatives  from  the  Grand  Chapter 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada.  The  reason  for  such  re- 
quest was  that  the  organization  known  as  "  The  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  "  had  through  its 
secretary  forwarded  simultaneously  with  the  request  from 
Utah's  Grand  Chapter,  a  communication  purporting  to  be 
an  official  proclamation  of  the  creation  of  the  latter  body 
and  declaring  furthermore  that  the  new  Grand  Chapter 
was  "subject  to  the  jurisdiction "  of  the  said  General 
Grand  Chapter. 

Realizing  the  position  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Can- 
ada and  that  in  order  to  obtain  recognition  from  this 
sovereign  body  the  applicant  must  be  of  equally  inde- 
pendent status,  your  Committee  employed  the  interval  in 
an  endeavor  to  arrive  at  an  understanding  of  the  situa- 
tion. The  subsequent  correspondence  accomplished  little 
towards  that  end. 

While  the  statement  in  the  proclamation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  High  Priest  is  apparently  emphatic,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  governing  the  organization 
over  which  that  exalted  official  presides,  just  as  emphati- 
cally disclaims  any  such  authority  or  assumption  of  extra- 
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ordinary  powers,  and  except  in  an  advisory  capacity  de- 
clares that  it  exercises  no  interference  whatever  with  the 
procedure  or  methods  of  any  Grand  Chapter  which 
acknowledges  to  it  a  so-called  allegiance. 

This  palpable  conflict  of  statements  is  not  for  your 
Committee  to  seek  to  explain  or  reconcile,  but  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  provisions  of  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter's Constitution  are  the  agreed-to  result  of  the  delib- 
erations of  that  body  as  a  whole,  as  arrayed  against  the 
declaration  of  an  individual,  your  Committee  is  prepared 
to  recommend 

That  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Utah  be  regarded  as  much  a  legitimate  and 
independent  body  as  any  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
United  States,  similarly  situated  and  already  enjoying  the 
recognition  of  the  sovereign  Grand  Chapters  of  the  world, 
and  that  its  recognition  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
be  hereby  approved  and  sanctioned  and  an  exchange  of 
representatives  effected,  as  requested. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  supplementary  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  be  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Companions, — Again  this  office  has  to  report  that  the 
year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  advance  for  the  Royal 
Craft  in  this  jurisdiction.  While  allowance  must  be 
made  for  the  development  of  a  country  that  is  surely 
heralding  a  coming  greatness,  yet  it  is  a  matter  for  satis- 
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faction  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  growth, 
attested  by  the  figures  herein  given,  that  could  with 
truth  be  described  as  spasmodic  or  due  to  abnormal  influ- 
ences. It  is  true  that,  while  we  can  boast  a  record  in- 
crease for  the  year  1912,  there  has  been  no  visible  lean- 
ing to  any  particular  section  or  province,  the  older  or 
more  settled  portions  of  the  jurisdiction  steadily  holding 
their  own  with  those  offering  attractive  inducements  to 
the  ambition  or  enterprise  of  the  younger  element  of  our 
Canadian  manhood. 

The  weak  spots  are  few,  but  few  so  weak  as  to  oc- 
casion anxiety  and,  like  many  in  the  past  which  bore  up 
bravely  against  a  season  of  adversity,  can  yet,  with  the 
aid  of  faithful  Companions,  enjoy  a  prolonged  term  of 
prosperity  and  with  renewed  life  may  look  back  upon  the 
period  of  inactivity  with  a  certain  amount  of  gratification. 
Chapters,  like  individuals,  have  their  seasons  of  depres- 
sion as  well  as  of  gladness,  and  from  the  indications  fur- 
nished by  a  number  of  the  hitherto  comparatively  silent 
ones,  there  is  a  good  time  coming  for  not  a  few. 

YIELDED    TO    CIRCUMSTANCES. 

The  Chapter  at  Walkerton,  which  for  a  long  period 
strove  against  conditions  that  would  have  dismayed  one 
of  greater  vitality,  was  practically  compelled  by  a  con- 
tinuation of  adverse  circumstances,  mainly  non-resident 
officers  and  frequent  removals,  to  surrender  its  charter 
early  in  the  year.  The  remnant  of  the  Companions  hesi- 
tated before  finally  deciding,  but  the  outlook  was  dis- 
couraging and  they  felt  justified  in  taking  the  course 
which  they  held  to  be  consistent  with  honor. 

A  dead  branch,  on  the  other  hand,  is  neither  of  use 
nor  ornament  to  an  otherwise  healthy  growth.  There  is 
a  nominal  Chapter  in  our  oldest  province  that  may  with 
accuracy  be  so  described,  and  the  hope  is  here  ventured 
that  the  official  headsman  may  be  authorized  to  do  his 
duty. 
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Despite  these  insignificant  blemishes  there  is  abund- 
ant cause  for  congratulation.  We  are  enabled  to  report 
this  year  the  largest  net  gain  in  any  similar  period  in  our 
history,  viz.,  1,237,  or  some  two1  hundred  more  than  last 
year,  while  the  receipts  from  the  Chapters  have  exceeded 
those  of  the  previous  period  by  $1,253.58. 

LAPSED  INTO  APATHY. 

This  report  last  year  was  perhaps  a  little  premature 
in  giving  credit  for  improvement  to  the  procrastinating 
Chapter  secretary  for  whatever  signs  of  amendment  he 
then  exhibited  have  unhappily  vanished  in  the  interval 
and  the  same  old  weariness  and  vexation  of  spirit  have 
again  arisen  by  reason  of  the  tenacity  with  which  he 
clings  to  the  summary  of  information  due  from  him  to 
the  Grand  Superintendent  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  the 
surpassing  affection  with  which  he  cherishes  the  Annual 
Return  of  his  Chapter  and  its  accompaniments  rather 
than  relinquish  them  to  the  custody  of  the  mails  until  the 
last  moment.  A  number  of  jurisdictions  across  the  line 
have  provided  for  the  imposition  of  a  fine  for  every  day 
the  return  is  withheld  beyond  a  stated  time  limit.  A 
similar  course  might  possibly  effect  a  remedy  with  us. 

ACTIVITY  AND  ITS  OPPOSITE. 

There  are  157  warranted  Chapters  on  the  roll,  and  of 
these  145  report  more  or  less  admissions  within  the 
period,  a  remarkable  showing  when  the  extent  of  our 
territory  and  the  remoteness  of  many  of  the  individual 
Chapters  are  considered.  Of  the  twelve  Chapters  which 
do  not  record  a  single  addition,  two  are  located  in  a 
thriving,  busy  city  with  a  Masonic  reputation  reaching 
back  into  the  auld  lang  syne.  The  strange  fact  is  here 
simply  mentioned.  The  cause  will  doubtless  be  furnished 
by  the  inspecting  officer  of  the  district.  Five  of  the 
others  have  not  sent  in  returns.  One,  as  already  noted, 
has  surrendered  its'  charter.  Another  has  suffered  from 
protracted  industrial  unrest,  and  one  has  fallen  beyond 
hope  of  redemption.  The  others  are  probably  alive  but 
enjoying  a  siesta. 
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DELINQUENT  AND  UNFORTUNATE. 

The  delinquent  Chapters,  or  those  failing  to  send 
annual  returns,  are:  No.  137,  at  Fernie,  B.C.;  No.  151, 
at  Pembroke,  Ont.,  and  No.  176,  at  Macleod,  Alta. 

The  Companions  at  Areola,  Sask.,  were  visited  by  fire 
some  few  weeks  ago,  which  destroyed  their  hall,  property 
and  books. 

Another  Saskatchewan  Chapter,  that  at  Battleford, 
met  with  a  like  misfortune  about  the  same  time,  but,  as 
in  the  other  case,  where  forethought  was  exercised  in 
the  matter  of  insurance,  it  is  rapidly  emulating  the 
phoenix.  Both  Chapters  at  once  applied  for  duplicate 
warrants-  the  originals  having  been  destroyed. 

THOSE   OE   GOOD  RECORD. 

In  the  matter  of  admissions,  the  Chapter  taking  the 
lead  is  that  at  Moose  Jaw,  Sask.,  with  80;  Mount  Sinai, 
at  Rivers,  Man.,  next  with  65,  and  that  at  Saskatoon 
taking  third  place  with  58.  All  young  and  enthusiastic 
Chapters.  Of  the  older  Chapters,  The  St.  Patrick,  No. 
145,  of  Toronto,  follows  with  44,  and  Occident,  No.  JJ, 
Toronto,  38,  while  others  of  15  or  over  are:  Toronto, 
No.  185,  Toronto,  and  Unity,  U.D.,  Swift  Current,  34 
each;  Rocky  Mountain,  No.  125,  Cranbrook,  and  Algon- 
quin, No.  102,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  30  each;  Kaien,  No.  178, 
Prince  Rupert;  Alberta,  No.  106,  Calgary,  and  Prince 
Rupert,  No.  52,  Winnipeg,  29  each;  Ark,  No.  80,  Wind- 
sor, 28;  Westminster,  No.  124,  New  Westminster,  24; 
Keystone,  No.  141,  Brandon,  and  St.  John's,  No.  6, 
Hamilton,  22  each ;  The  Hiram,  No.  2,  Hamilton,  and 
Shekinah,  No.  158,  Lethbridge,  21  each;  St.  George's, 
No.  5,  London,  20;  Camosun,  No.  182,  Victoria,  19; 
Weyburn,  No.  173,  Weyburn;  Shekinah,  No.  138,  To- 
ronto; Carleton,  No.  16,  Ottawa,  18  each;  London,  No. 
150,  London;  Wascana,  No.  121,  Regina;  King  Solo- 
mon's, No.  8,  Toronto;  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cata- 
raqui,  No.  1,  Kingston,  and  Prince  Albert,  No.  160, 
Prince  Albert,  17  each;  Orient,  No.  79,  Toronto;  Wel- 
lington,  No.  47,   Chatham;  St.  John's,   No.   3,  London; 
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Rabboni,  No.  171,  Dauphin;  St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's, 
No.  4,  Toronto;  Revelstoke,  No.  128,  Revelstoke,  16 
each;  Kichikewana,  No.  167,  Midland;  Nelson,  No.  123, 
Nelson;  Corinthian,  No.  101,  Boissevain ;  The  Moira, 
No.  7,  Belleville,  15  each. 

THE  RECORD  OF  LOSSES. 

In  view  of  the  great  increase  to  our  aggregate  strength 
there  is  little  to  create  alarm  in  the  record  of  losses. 
Death  has  exacted  its  tribute  in  the  taking  of  160  Com- 
panions, or  19  more  than  last  year.  Withdrawals  may  be 
accepted  with  the  assurance  that  in  most  cases  the  Com- 
panions renew  their  active  membership  elsewhere.  These 
numbered  300  against  218  in  191 1.  Suspensions,  N.P.D., 
totalled  227,  or  just  5  in  excess  of  last  year,  and  if  one 
or  two  populous  Chapters  had  not  gone  in  for  a  vigorous 
house  cleaning  this  year  the  showing  would  perhaps  have 
been  even  more  satisfactory.  One  of  those  Chapters,  for 
instance,  added  31  to  its  aggregate,  but  owing  to  its  later 
numerous  suspensions  and  removals  from  other  causes, 
closed  the  year  with  a  loss  of  12. 

new  CHAPTERS. 

Warrants  were  engrossed  and  duly  forwarded  to  the 
six  new  Chapters  to  which  charters  were  granted  at  last 
Annual  Convocation.  Since  then  applications  for  six 
more  have  been  received  with  the  necessary  recommenda- 
tions and  fees.    They  are  as  follows : 

Unity  Chapter,  U.D.,  Swift  Current,  Sask. — Twelve 
petitioners :  J.  A.  Yager,  F.  W.  Nicholson,  W.  Driver, 
No.  121 ;  S.  A.  Hutchison,  A.  G.  Burke,  No.  70;  J.  Cor- 
dingley,  No.  131  ;  Jas.  O.  Grieve,  No.  no;  F.  R.  Carter, 
No.  76,  G.R.C.;  W.  F.  Tait,  No.  209,  G.R.S.;  Thos.  Bell, 
No.  704,  G.R.I. ;  Arch.  J.  Ellis,  Jas.  S.  Green,  No.  16, 
G.R.Mich. 

Connaught  Chapter,  U.D.,  Winnipeg,  Man. — Twenty- 
six  petitioners:  G.  W.  Morden,  No.  31;  W.  F.  Taylor, 
A.  L.  Crossin,  W.  A.  McKay,  W.  T.  Peace,  H.  J.  Wat- 
son, C.  S.  Gunn,  No.  52;  Royal  Burritt,  No.  24;  A.  W. 
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Chapman,  No.  34;  T.  H.  Bell,  No.  36;  Robt.  Burns,  No. 
125;  G.  G.  Teeter,  No.  103;  A.  L.  Bennerman,  No.  56; 
And.  Murdoch,  No.  6;  J.  F.  Pratt,  No.  18;  S.  M.  Scran- 
ton,  No.  5;  C.  A.  L.  Wilson,  No.  19;  Jabez  Miller,  No. 
37 ;  R.  A.  Creighton,  J.  F.  Eccles,  No.  102 ;  F.  J.  Boulton, 
No.  136;  A.  P.  Mclnnis,  No.  99;  Wm.  Mortimer,  No. 
145;  John  Drewe,  No.  106,  G.R.C;  A.  H.  McLeod, 
No.  6,  G.R.N.S.;  E.  C.  Ellis,  No.  41,  G.R.Min. 

Bow  Valley  Chapter,  U.D.,  Gleichen,  Alta. — Eleven 
petitioners :  Arch.  H.  Spurr,  A.  L.  Clemens,  W.  J. 
McCammon,  A.  N.  McLeay,  No.  106;  F.  B.  Park,  No. 
176,  G.R.C;  A.  R.  Yates,  No.  125;  J.  H.  Binns,  No. 
126;  G.  F.  Fletcher,  No.  121;  G.  H.  Travis,  No.  167, 
G.R.C;  A.  N.  Lindsay,  No.  50,  G.R.S. ;  Reuben  Burd, 
No.  1284,  G.R.E. 

Calgary  Chapter,  U.D.,  Calgary,  Alta. — Forty-three 
petitioners :  Allan  Campbell,  D.  G.  Campbell,  J.  W. 
Essen,  G.  J.  Davis,  V.  A.  Bowes,  W.  M.  Connocher, 
J.  M.  Empey,  Jesse  Rockley,  W.  E.  Hall,  No.  106;  M.  M. 
Downey,  A.  N.  Habkirk,  No.  126;  G.  J.  Scott,  C  J. 
Barker,  No.  J7 ;  P.  W.  Gordon,  W.  N.  Toole,  No.  123; 
S.  Y.  Taylor,  No.  115;  Donald  Hope,  No.  52;  F.  R. 
Jelfs,  No.  141 ;  R.  E.  Beattie,  No.  125 ;  L.  Roberts,  J.  H. 
Neelands,  No.  34;  Wm.  Young,  No.  136;  W.  Forbes, 
R.  J.  Ferguson,  No.  172;  W.  L.  Travis,  No.  53;  H. 
Evely,  No.  74;  F.  J.  Marshall,  No.  83;  J.  J.  Skinner,  No. 
121;  Robt.  McLaren,  No.  56;  G.  M.  Chesney,  No.  66; 
R.  G.  Baird,  No.  28 ;  D.  McKenzie,  No.  84,  G.R.C. ;  P.  A. 
Walker,  No.  5,  G.R.O. ;  A.  G.  Knox,  No.  11,  G.R.Vt. ; 
S.  H.  Davies,  No.  95 ;  W.  C  Morrison,  No.  26,  G.R.S. ; 
W.  T-  Worcester,  No.  540;  K.  J.  Heilman,  No.  42, 
G.R.O. ;  C  R.  Wentzel,  No.  13,  G.R.N.S. ;  G.  H.  Damery, 
G.R.N.B. ;  Albert  H.  Willet,  No.  18,  G.R.Ore. ;  Brazilla 
F.  Reddick,  No.  5,  G.R.Ind. ;  Hugh  MacPherson,  No.  67, 
G.R.Scot. 

Pacific  Chapter,  U.D.,  Vancouver,  B.C. — Forty-one 
petitioners:  Robert  Weir,  James  Irvine,  Harry  W. 
Welsh,  E.  R.  Chandler,  J.  H.  Brown,  W.  A.  Freeze,  T.  H. 
Laslett,  W.  M.  Dobson,  John  H.  Roaf,  D.  G.  McLennan, 
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Y.  P.  Palmatary,  R.  A.  Perry,  T.  H.  White,  P.  Frazier, 
W.  H.  Tune,  E.  E.  Robinson,  S  .C.  Sykes,  S.  Maclntyre, 
H.  Maclntyre,  R.'W.  T.  Kirby,  No.  98;  J.  E.  Durham, 
Alex.  Macduff,  T.  S.  Kirkland,  No.  52;  F.  E.  Harrison, 
No.  76;  C.  M.  Buscombe,  No.  102;  A.  W.  Grote,  E.  L. 
Smith,  No.  120;  John  Smith,  No.  148;  W.  C.  Whittiker, 
No.  143;  John  Sarginson,  No.  16;  W.  T.  Lucas,  No.  37; 
R.  C.  Timmins,  No.  114;  H.  B.  Ford,  R.  H.  Montgomery, 
No.  112;  R.  G.  B.  Moore,  No.  81;  Wm.  Macpherson, 
No.  113;  H.  M.  Vasey,  No.  124;  A.  E.  Lewis,  No.  7; 
H.  W.  Merkley,  No.  167;  F.  T.  Henks,  No.  123;  C. 
Ballard,  No.  157. 

North  Vancouver  Chapter,  U.D.,  North  Vancouver, 
B.C. — Fifteen  petitioners :  Frank  Wheeler,  A.  T.  Bennys, 
W.  J.  Irwin,  C.  Bridgman,  J.  W.  Donaldson,  Thos. 
Hutchison,  J.  W.  Fugler,  B.  Paine,  T.  S.  Nye,  No.  98; 
W.  J.  Wilson,  A.  J.  Tyson,  No.  52;  J.  B.  Bennett,  No. 
142;  J.  A.  Scott,  No.  156;  O.  A.  Maybee,  No.  128; 
Walter  Haggar,  No.  91,  G.R.C. 

BY-LAWS  APPROVED. 

The  following  Chapters  submitted  codes  of  by-laws 
which,  being  in  order,  were  approved :  Oxford,  No.  18, 
Woodstock;  Georgian,  No.  56,  Owen  Sound;  Toronto, 
No.  185,  Toronto;  Camosun,  No.  182,  Victoria;  Battle- 
ford,  No.  181,  Battleford;  Kaien,  No.  178,  Prince  Rupert; 
MeCallum,  No.  29,  Dunnville. 

Amendments  to  existing  by-laws  of  the  following 
were  submitted  for  approval :  Sussex,  No.  59,  Brock- 
ville;  Fort  William,  No.  140,  Fort  WTilliam;  Prince  Ed- 
ward, No.  31,  Picton;  Occident,  No.  JJ,  Toronto;  York, 
No.  62,  Eglinton ;  Pentalpha,  No.  28,  Oshawa ;  Mount 
Horeb,  No.  20,  Brantford;  Orient,  No.  79,  Toronto; 
Alberta,  No.  106,  Calgary;  Westminster,  No.  124,  New 
Westminster;  The  St.  Patrick,  No.  145,  Toronto;  Algon- 
quin, No.  102,  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  St.  Paul's,  No.  65, 
Toronto;  Manitou,  No.  27,  Collingwood;  Mt.  Nebo, 
No.  j6,  Niagara  Falls. 
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DISPENSATIONS. 

During  the  year  some  sixty  dispensations  to  various 
Chapters  were  authorized,  the  great  majority  being  issued 
to  qualify  Principals  ineligible  for  advancement  by  rea- 
son of  lack  of  service  in  the  lesser  positions.  A  few- 
were  granted  for  the  wearing  of  apron  and  sash  at  festi- 
vals or  other  entertainments  where  friends  of  the  Com- 
panions were  invited,  several  to  hold  convocations  for 
elections  or  installations  on  other  than  the  night  specified 
by  by-law,  the  halls  being  occupied  by  the  blue  lodge,  and 
two  to  exalt  within  the  time  limit,  urgent  circumstances 
supporting  the  request.  In  one  or  two  cases  where  the 
conditions  did  not  justify  the  exercise  of  the  Grand  Z.'s 
prerogative  the  requests  were  promptly  declined. 

CASH  STATEMENT— GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

Dr. 

From  Chapters — 

Certificates    $1,622.00 

Membership   Dues    4,216.60 

Registration  Fees   1,692.00 

•  Dispensations    60.00 

Warrants     210.00 

Constitutions 278.50 

Sundries,  Ceremonies,  etc 303.98 

$  8,383.08 

From  Interest  and  Investments — 

Industrial  School  Bonds,  1911 $   340.00 

"      1912 680.00 

Mercantile  Trust  Co 135.00 

Orillia   Debentures,   1911 49.70 

1912 52.29 

matured 1.218.13 

Oshawa           "            1911 119.69 

1912 119.69 

Stratford    "     1911 100.84 

1912 100.84 

Toronto  General  Trusts  80.00 

Bank  of  Commerce   99.35 

$  3,095.53 

$11,478.61 
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1019    ut,      ,     balance  over  deposited,  1911...$       1.15 
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1.00 


" 

13— 

" 

29— 

Mar.    6— 

" 

15— 

" 

25— 

Api 

r.    9— 

" 

9— 

it 

23— 

" 

27— 

<< 

30— 

May    7— 

« 

15— 

" 

30— 

June    6 — 

tt 

12— 

a 

17— 

" 

27— 

" 

29— 

Jnly 

•    2— 

" 

2— 

" 

3— 

u 

16— 

" 

29— 

Aug.  28— 

Sept 

:.  9— 

it 

28— 

Oct. 

5— 

a 

5 — 

u 

25— 

tt 

31— 

Nov 

.11— 

" 

27— 

Dec. 

2— 

" 

2— 

" 

10— 

" 

10- 

" 

16— 

" 

16— 

" 

24— 

" 

26— 

" 

30— 

" 

31— 

Jan. 

3— 

" 

3— 

(t 

6— 

146 


•GRAND   CHAPTER  OF   CANADA 


1913— Jan 

6— Dep'd  in  Can.  Bank  of  Com 

.$    100.84 

" 

7_ 

.      144.00 

" 

8_ 

.      281.75 

n 

9_ 

.      132.75 

" 

10— 

.      266.80 

" 

13— 
15— 
16— 
17_ 

18— 
20— 

.      194.25 
.     240.80 
.      314.95 
.     216.75 
.      162.25 
.     244.90 

(i 
u 

21— 
23— 
24— 

27— 
31— 

.      156.25 
.       67.75 
.      118.70 
73.30 
.      143.75 

Under  deposit,  bank  e> 

xhange. 

.30 

$11,478.61 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  3ist  DECEMBER,  1912. 
FEES  AND  DUES  FROM  CHAPTERS. 


Ant.  Frontenac 
and  Cataraqui. . . 

The  Hiram 

St.  John's 

St.  Andrew's  and 
St.  John's 

St.  George's 

St.  John's 

7  The  Moira 

8  King  Solomon's  . . 

1 5  Wawanosh 

16  Carleton 

18  Oxford 

19  Mount  Moriah 

20  Mt.  Horeb 

22  Grenville 

23  Ezra 

24  Tecumseh 

26  St.  Mark's 

27  Manitou 

28  Pentalpha 

29  McCallum 

30  Huron 

3 1  Prince  Edward.  . . 

32  Waterloo 

34  Signet 

35  Keystone 

36  Corinthian 

3  7  Victoria 


$  61.40 
126.65 
"5.25 


107.15 
167 .00 
75.00 
!49.25 
79-3° 
92.30 

36-50 
56.80 

84.55 
28.75 
58.00 

58.05 
27-25 
55  •  25 
38.50 
35-75 
36.00 
65.00 
42.90 
7675 
20 .  25 
53.oo 
48.50 


40  Guelph 

41  Harris 

44  Mt.  Sinai 

45  Excelsior 

46  St.  James 

47  Wellington.  .   . . 

48  St.  John's 

50  Saugeen 

52  Prince  Rupert's, 

53  Bruce 

54  Palestine 

55  Niagara 

56  Georgian 

57  King  Hiram.   . . 

58  Pembroke 

59  Sussex 

60  Doric 

62  York , 

63  Havelock 

64  Willson 

65  St.  Paul's 

66  The  Malloch.  .. 

67  Enterprise 

68  Maitland 

69  Grimsby 

70  Grand  River. .  . 

71  Prince  of  Wales , 

72  Keystone 

73  Erie 


$35.9o 
42.70 
35-50 
23.00 

23.25 
75-90 
17.00 

7.00 
73-75 
33-45 
76.90 
18.50 
54.25 

9-25 
18.50 

30.50 

59-75 
40.00 

15.25 
45.5o 
61  .90 
33.9o 
34.00 
10.25 
31.70 

30  15 
38.00 

24-75 
40.40 
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74  Beaver 

75  St.  Clair 

76  Mt.  Nebo 

77  Occident 

78  Minnewawa 

79  Orient 

80  Ark 

81  Aylmer 

82  Shuniah 

83  Ionic 

84  Lebanon 

86  Macpherson 

88  MacNabb 

90  Golden 

91  Antiquity 

94  Midland 

95  Tuscan 

98  Vancouver 

99  Keystone 

100  St.  Lawrence. . . . 

101  Corinthian. . 

102  Algonquin 

103  St.  John's 

104  White  Oak 

106  Alberta 

no  Warkworth 

112  St.  John's 

113  Covenant 

114  Bonnechere 

115  Brant 

116  Maple 

117  Berlin 

118  North  Star 

119  King  Cyrus 

120  Kootenay 

121  Wascana 

122  Rossland 

123  Nelson 

124  Westminster 

125  Rocky  Mountain 

126  Assiniboia 

127  Keystone 

128  Revelstoke 

129  Elliot 

131  Amabel 

132  Leeds 

133  St.  Francis 

134  King  Darius 

135  Succoth 

136  King  Edward.  . . 

137  Crow's  Nest. . . . 

138  Shekinah 

139  St.  Andrew's..  .. 


23.25 

28.30 

50.00 

189.50 

52.95 

68.25 

1 1 8 . 00 

77.70 

56.75 
49.90 
26.00 
28.00 
17.00 
3L25 
40.75 
47-^5 
32.10 

169.70 
29.00 
20.00 
60.50 

128.90 

73-40 
28.50 
101 .70 
16.25 
45-4° 
27.65 
54.5o 
18.75 
33.5o 
28.50 
97.00 

35-25 
10.00 
84.00 
36.25 
67.75 
99-75 
9J-75 
57  65 
28.40 
60.75 
7-50 
15-75 
36.50 
24.50 
16.50 
!9.25 

75.15 

6.15 

71.75 
37.50 


40  Fort  William $     59. 

41  Keystone 

42  Cyrus 

43  Glengarry 

44  Presqu'  Isle. .... 

45  The  St.  Patrick*. . 

46  Bernard 

47  Lucknow 

48  St.  John's 

49  Atwood 

50  London 

52  Alberton 

53  Sombra 

54  Klondike 

55  Ancaster 

56  Avondale 

57  Okanagan. 

58  Shekinah 

59  Golden  West..  . . 

60  Prince  Albert . 

61  Madoc 

62  Moose  Jaw 

63  The  Beaches 

64  Lornet 

65  Saskatoon 

67  Kichikewana .... 

68  Ionic 

69  Temiskaming. .  .. 

70  Golden  Compass. . 

71  Rabboni 

72  Mount  Horeb. .  .  . 

73  Weyburn 

74  Boundary 

75  The  Hamilton.  . . 

77  Kether 

78  Kaien 

79  Otuskwan 

80  Estevan 

81  Battleford 

82  Camosun 

83  Mount    Sinai .... 

84  Hugh  Murray.  .  . 

85  Toronto 

U.D.   Unity 

U.D.  Connaught 

U.D.  Bow  Valley 

U.D    Calgary 

U.D.   Pacific 

U.D.  North  Vancouver 

Sundries 


92.55 
13.75 
14.75 
16.90 
211.75 
*9-5o 
12.75 
14.75 
44-5° 
7125 

.30 
J4-5o 

47-75 
20.50 
52.00 

25.35 
65.90 

3J-25 
58.00 
20.00 
210 .90 
41 .20 

17-25 

195.40 

7i-5o 

22.75 
10.00 
21 .00 
64-55 
26.75 
62 .00 
34.80 

42.95 
6.00 

72.75 
45-25 
10.00 
50.65 
63.00 
166.75 

59.65 

144. 10 

99.00 

67.88 

64.75 
25.00 
25.00 
25.00 
21 .00 


$8,383.08 


Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett, 

Grand  Scribe  B. 
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1912. 

Jan. 

31—1 

Feb. 

6— 

« 

£- 

" 

9— 

" 

9— 

" 

9— 

" 

13— 

« 

29— 

Mch 

.  6— 

" 

15— 

<< 

25— 

Apl. 

9— 

" 

9— 

a 

23— 

" 

27— 

<( 

30— 

May 

7— 

<< 

15— 

<< 

30— 

31— 

June 

:    6— 

a 

12— 

" 

17— 

a 

27— 

July 

3— 

<< 

3— 

<< 

3— 

" 

3— 

<< 

3— 

" 

16— 

" 

29— 

Aug.  28— 

Sepl 

:.   5— 

RECEIPTS. 

Interest. 

Deposits.        Total. 

Po  Bal.  Transfer  from  old 

book    

$  5,600.34 

"  Grand    Scribe    E.,    De- 

posit     

$   212.25         

"  Industrial  School  Bonds 

$340.00 

"  Oshawa  Debentures  . .  . 

119.69 

"  Stratford  Debentures  . . 

100.84 

"  Orillia  Debentures   .... 

49.70 

"  Grand    Scribe    E..    De- 

posit     

67.15        

"  Grand   Scribe   E 

175.55        

a             «                    i( 

32.55        

127.30        

a             a                   a 

131.25        

"  Mercantile  Trust  Co... 

33.75 

"  Grand    Scribe   E 

a             a                 a 

70.70        

125.60        

55.45         

a             a                   >• 

16.30        

a             ..                    .. 

141.50        

86.45        

119.35        

Bank    Interest    to    May 

31st    51.15        

Grand  Scribe  E 67.00 

Industrial  School  Bonds      340.00         

Grand    Scribe   E 64.95 

76.10 


Mercantile  Trust  Co . .  .        33.75         

Grand  Scribe   E 60.00 

Toronto  Gen.  Trust  Co.       40.00         

Grand   Scribe  E H.50 

7.00 

109.00 

92.50 

102.60 


Orillia    Debenture    No. 

10,   matured    1,218.13 

5 —  "  Interest  on  same,  half- 
year    24.36         

5_  "  Interest   Orillia   Deben- 
ture  No.   11 25.33        

5—  "  Bank  Interest  Aug.  10th 

to  Sept.  5th  2.60         

(Date  of  transfer 
from  Hamilton  to 
Toronto  of  Orillia 
Debenture  No.  10) 
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Sept.  28— To  Grand  Scribe  E 

$   64.65        

Oct.     1—  " 

Mercantile  Trust  Co.  .  . 

$   33.75 

"      5—  " 

Grand   Scribe  E 

62.10        

"    25—  " 

U                       it 

57.40        

«        31_    tt 

((                     u 

71.50        

Nov.  11—  " 

a                (( 

114.45        

u    27—  " 

"                 "               

101.20        

Dec.    2—  ' 

tt                n 

98.10        

"      2—  " 

Bank   Interest   to   Nov. 

30th   

48.20 

"    10—  " 

Industrial  School  Bonds 

340.00 

«     10—  " 

Ushawa  Debentures,  16 

and  17 

119.69 

~ 

"     10—  " 

Grand   Scribe  E 

156.00        

"     16—  " 

<(            tt 

135.50        

"     19—  " 

a                  (t 

119.60        

u    24_  « 

•i                   tt 

469.65        

"    26—  ' 

tt                  tt 

233.35        

"    30—  ' 

tt                  a 

493.15        

"    31—  ' 

a                   a 

131.80        

1913. 

Jan.     3—  " 

Mercantile  Trust  Co... 

33.75 

"      3—  ' 

Toronto  Gen.  Trust  Co. 

40.00 

767.73        

"      6—  ' 

Stratford      Debentures, 

69,  70,  71 

100.84 

"      6—  ' 

Grand    Scribe    E.,    De- 

posit     

593.45        

"      6—  ' 

Grand   Scribe   E 

1.00        

«      7_  f 

tt            » 

144.00        

"      8—  ' 

a 

281.75        

"      9_  < 

a                   a 

132.75        

"     10—  ' 

a                   tf 

266.80        

"     13—  ' 

"                   "■ 

194.25        

"    15—  ' 

"                    " 

240.80        

"     16—  ' 

tt                   tt 

314.95        

"    17—  ' 

a                    tt 

216.75        

"    18—  ' 

it                    a 

162.25        

"    20--  ' 

i.                    a 

244.90        

"    21—  ' 

a                    tt 

156.25        

"    23—  ( 

i             tc                   a 

67.75        

"    24—  ' 

i             a                   it 

118.70        

«    27—  ' 

t             a                   a 

73.30        

"    31—  ' 

143.75        

$1,877.40  $  9,599.76  $  5,600.34 

Less    included    in    1911 

report    

610.23 

1,267.17    10,866.93 

$1,267.17  $10,866.93  $16,467.27 
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Disbursements. 

Cheque  Benevo- 

Dis- 

1912. 

No. 

lence. 

bursed. 

Jan. 

31— By  Rolph,  Clark  Co... 

1 

$508.20 

Feb. 

14—  ' 

'  Atwell          Fleming 

Ptg.  Co 

2 

147.95 

a 

15—  ! 

'  Bell  Tel.  Co... 

3 

15.00 

" 

15—  ' 

:<  Rent,  Temple  Bldg. 

4 

114.00 

28—  ' 

[<  Might      Dir. 
goods  

Co., 

5 

7.50 

k 

28—  ' 

"  Amer.  Security  Co., 

New  York  . . 

6 

10.00 

28— 

"  Foreign  Corres 
port    

,  re- 

7 

200.00 

n 

28— 

"  Vigeon  &  Co., 
ditors    

Au- 

8 

100.00 

Mch 

.  2— 

"  Comp.  E.  H-  B 

Benev. 

9 

$30.00 

a 

2— 

"  Mrs.  J.  M... 

a 

10 

35.00 

" 

2— 

"  Mrs.  J.  E.  M. 

a 

11 

40.00 

ti 

2— 

"  Mrs.  J.  W.  W. 

a 

12 

35.00 

tt 

2— 

"  Mrs  J.  F.  H. 

n 

13 

25.00 

a 

2— 

11  Mrs.  E.  O.  S. 

" 

14 

25.00 

" 

2— 

"  Mrs.  D.  C... 

tt 

15 

30.00 

it 

2— 

u  Comp.C.W.S. 

tt 

16 

40.00 

it 

2— 

"  Comp.    A.    C. 

a 

17 

30.00 

" 

Z- 

"  Mrs.  H.  B.  W. 

" 

18 

25.00 

" 

2— 

"  Mrs.  J.  S.  B. 

" 

19 

20.00 

" 

2— 

"  Mrs.   H.   R.. 

" 

20 

40.00 

it 

2— 

"  Mrs.  J.  O'C. 

tt 

21 

40.00 

" 

2— 

"  Mrs.  P.  G. . . 

tt 

22 

25,00 

tt 

2— 

"  Mrs.   L 

1 

23 

25.00 

ft 

2— 

"  Miss  S 

tt 

24 

25.00 

it 

2— 

"  Mrs.  H.  J.  S. 

it 

25 

25.00 

" 

2— 

"  Mrs.  P.  F... 

a 

26 

25.00 

a 

2— 

"  Mrs.  J.  E.  H. 

" 

27 

55.00 

n 

2— 

"  Mrs.  C.  K... 

a 

28 

30.00 

a 

2— 

"  Mrs.H.St.V.J. 

a 

29 

25.00 

"" 

2— 

M  Mrs.  W.  E.  J. 

" 

30 

40.00 

" 

2— 

"  Mrs.  J.  E.  R. 

" 

31 

30.00 

n 

4— 

"  Grand     Scribe 
Incidentals 

E., 

32 

300.00 

tt 

4— 

"  Copp,      Clark 

Co., 

4— 

Warrants   . . . 

33 

75.00 

it 

"  Grand       Treasurer, 

Salary    

34 

25.00 

a 

4— 

"  Grand     Scribe 
Salarv  

E., 

35 

500.00 

" 

4— 

"  Miss  B.  Laing, 
ary  

Sal- 

36 

87.50 

Total. 
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Mch.   4— By  Gr.  Z.'s  Expenses . . 

37 

$110.70 

"      8— 

"  Jas.    M.    Pritchard, 

catering    

38 

98.00 

"      8— 

"  Jas.    M.    Pritchard, 

Gr.  Janitor   

39 

10.00 

"    21— 

"  D.   Henderson,  En- 
grossing       War- 

rants     

40 

40.00 

Apr.  18— 

"  Miss  E.  Shaw,  Ad- 

dress     

41 

10.00 

"    18— 

"  Atwell          Fleming 

Printing  Co 

42 

771.35 

"    18— 

"  Bell  Tel.  Co 

43 

13.00 

May  16— 

"  Grand     Scribe     E., 

Rent    

44 

132.91 

June  12 — 

"  Grand     Scribe     E., 

Salary 

45 

500.00 

"    12— 

"  Grand       Treasurer, 

Salary   

46 

25.00 

"    12— 

"  Miss  B.  Laing,  Sal- 

ary   

47 

87.50 

"    12— 

"  Thomson     Engrav- 

ing Co 

48 

9.00 

July    3- 

"  Bell  Tel.  Co 

49 

13.00 

"      3— 

"  Grand     Scribe     E., 

Rent 

50 

42.00 

«    19— 

"  Gr.  Z.,  Trav.  Exps. 

51 

500.00 

Aug,    1— 

"  Atwell          Fleming 

Printing  Co 

52 

181.80 

"      1— 

"  Grand     Scribe     E., 

Rent    

53 

42.00 

"    17— 

"  Comp.  E.  H.  B . . . . 

Benev. 

54 

$30.00 

"    17— 

"  Mrs.  J.  M...      " 

55 

35.00 

"    17— 

"  Mrs.  J.  E.  M.     " 

56 

40.00 

"    17— 

"  Mrs.  J.  W.  W.     " 

57 

35.00 

"    17— 

?  Mrs.  J.  V.  H.     " 

58 

25.00 

"    17— 

"  Mrs.  E.  0.  S.     " 

59 

25.00 

"    17— 

"Mrs.  D.  C...      " 

60 

30.00 

"    17— 

"  Comp.C.W.S.     "- 

61 

40.00 

"    17— 

"  Comp.  A.  C.      " 

62 

30.00 

«    17— 

"  Mrs.  H.  B.  W.     ? 

63 

25.00 

"    17— 

"  Mrs.  J.  S.  B.     " 

64 

20.00 

"    17— 

"Mrs.  H.  R...      " 

65 

40.00 

«    17— 

"  Mrs.  J.  O'C      ", 

66 

40.00 

"    17— 

"  Mrs.  P.  G...      " 

67 

25.00 

"    17— 

"  Mrs.  L " 

68 

25.00 

"    17— 

"  Miss  S " 

69 

25.00 

-    17— 

"  Mrs.  H.  J.  S.     " 

70 

25.00 

"    17— 

"  Mrs.  P.  F...      " 

71 

25.00 
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Aug.  17— By  Mrs.  J.  E.  H.Benev. 

72 

$55.00 

"     17—  "  Mrs.  C.  K...      ' 

73 

30.00 

"    17—  "  Mrs.H.StVJ.    " 

74 

25.00 

"     17—  "  Mrs.  J.  E.  R.     " 

75 

30.00 

"     17—  "  Union     Trust     Co., 

Rent  

76 

$  42.00 

"     17—  "  Miss  B.  Laing,  Sal- 

ary   

77 

87.50 

"     17—  u  Grand       Treasurer, 

Salary  

78 

25.00 

"     17—  "  Grand     Scribe     E., 

Salary 

79 

500.00 

Sept.  30—  "  Union     Trust     Co., 

Rent    

80 

42.00 

Oct.  25—  "  Bell  Tel.  Co 

81 

13.00 

'    25 —  "  Western   Assurance 

Co 

82 

4.00 

"    31—  "  Union     Trust     Co., 

Rent 

83 

42.00 

"     31—  "  A.        H.        Brown, 

Wreath  

84 

7.00 

"    31—  "  Jas.  Maclin  &  Sons, 

Wreath    

85 

25.00 

Nov.  23—  "  Miss  B.  Laing,  Sal- 

ary    

86 

87.50 

«    23—  "  Grand     Scribe     E., 

Salary  

87 

500.00 

"    23 —  "  Grand       Treasurer, 

Salary  

88 

25.00 

"    23—  "  Rolph,  Clark  Co... 

89 

13.50 

"     23—  "  Atwell          Fleming 

Printing  Co 

90 

32.25 

"    23—  "  Union     Trust     Co., 

Rent 

91 

42.00 

Dec.  2&—  "  Toronto        General 

Trusts     Co.,     In- 

vestment     

92 

2,500.00 

«    28—  "  Grand       Treasurer, 

Account  Book  . . 

93 

4.50 

"    28—  "  Rolph,     Clark    Co., 

Certificates    

94 

356.65 

«    28—  "  Union     Trust     Co., 

Rent 

95 

42.00 

1913. 

Jan.  24—  "  Bell  Tel.  Co 

96 

13.00 

"    24—  "  Atwell          Fleming 

Printing  Co 

97 

31.29 

"    2A —  "  Might  Direct.  Co.. 

98 

10.00 

$1,400.00  $9,121.60 

1,400.00 

$10,521.60 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S   STATEMENT  OF  INCOME 
AND  EXPENDITURE. 


Income. 

Deposited  in  Bank  by 
Grand  Scribe  E.  on 
Account  of  Dues, 
etc.,   from  Chapters  $8,381.63 

Interest  on  Invest- 
ments         1,267.17 


Expenditure. 

Accounts  Paid  (apart 
from  $2,500  invest- 
ed)      $6,621.60 

Benevolent   Cheques..     1,400.00 

Excess  of  Income 
over   Expenditure..     1,627.20 


$9,648.80 
Capital,  as  per  last  account,  31st  January,  1912: 

Bank  of  Commerce   $  5,600.34 

Overdue   Coupons    610.23 

Investments     29,665.74 


$9,648.80 


$35,876.31 


Capital,  31st  January,   1913: 

Bank  of  Commerce   $  6,555.90 

Investments,      31st      January, 

1912   $29,665.74 

Matured  and  encashed 1,218.13 


Additional   Investment,   To- 
ronto General  Trusts.... 


$28,447.61 
2,500.00 


30,947.61 


37,503.51 


Net  Enhancement,  as  above,  during  year $1,627.20 

Geo.    MoorE,    Grand    Treasurer. 
Vigeon  &  Co.,  Chartered  Accountants, 

Auditors. 


The  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce, 

Hamilton,  Ont,  5th  February,  1913. 

Mr.  George  Moore,  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch 
Masons: 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  to  advise  you  that  we  hold  the  following 
securities  on  account  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 
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34  Industrial  School  Debentures,  $17,000,  4%.    Coupons  due  June 

and  December,  1915. 
1  Debenture,  No.  11,  Town  of  Orillia,  $1,266.86,  4%.     Due  Aug- 
ust 4th,  1913. 
1    Debenture    Toronto    General    Trusts,    $2,000,   4%.      Due   26th 

September. 
1   Debenture,   City  of   Stratford,   No.  69,   $1,000,  4%.     Due   1st 

January,  1927. 
1   Debenture,    City   of   Stratford,   No.   70,   $1,000,  4%.     Due   1st 

January,  1927. 
1    Debenture,    City   of    Stratford,    No.    71,    $521,   4%.     Due    1st 

January,  1927. 
1  Debenture,  Town  of  Oshawa,  No.  16,  $1,300.61/4^%.    Due  1st 

December,  1921. 
1  Debenture,  Town  of  Oshawa,  No.  17,  $1,359.14,  4y2%.    Due  1st 

December,  1922. 
1  Guaranteed  Investment  Receipt,  Mercantile  Trust,  $3,000,  4l/2%. 

Due  19th  March,  1915. 
1   Agreement,  Toronto   General  Trusts,  $2,500,  4^%.     Due   1st 

January,  1918. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  A.  Harrison,  Pro.  Manager. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  Moore, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
Feb.  22,  1913. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  statements  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  and 
Grand  Treasurer,  for  the  year  1912,  be  received  and  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee  for  audit  and  to  report  thereon  at  the 
present  Convocation. 

BENEVOLENCE. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  Benevolence  have  examined  the 
applications  presented  to  them  and  fraternally  recom- 
mend that  the  following  grants  be  made : 

Chapter  No.     1.     Comp.  E.  H.  B $60.00 

"      1.     Widow  of  J.  M 70.00 

"      3.    Widow  of  J.  E.  M 80.00 
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Chapter  No.    3.  Widow  of  J.  W.  W $70.00 

"  3.  Widow  of  B.  C.  T.  (subject  to  report)  30.00 

"  6.  Widow  of  J.  F.  H 50.00 

"  6.  Widow  of  E.  O.  S 50.00 

"  8.  Widow  of  D.  C 60.00 

"  28.  Comp.  C.  W.  S 80.00 

"  29.  Comp.  A.  C 60.00 

"  37.  Widow  of  H.  B.  W 50.00 

"  37.  Widow  of  J.  S.  B 40.00 

"  44.  Widow  of  H.  R 80.00 

"  44.  Widow  of  J.  W 50.00 

"  52.  Widow  of  J.  O'C.   (subject  to  report)  80.00 

"  54.  Widow  of  P.  G 50.00 

"  54.  Mother  of  T.  H.  T 50.00 

"  59.  Daughter  of  W.  B.  S 50.00 

"  62.  Widow  of  H.  J.  S 50.00 

"  63.  Widow  of  P.  F 50.00 

"  72.  Widow  of  J.  E.  H 50.00 

"  72.  Children  of  J.  E.  H 60.00 

"  76.  Widow  of  C.  K 60.00 

"  77.  Widow  of  H.  St.  V.  J 50.00 

"  77.  Widow  of  W.  P 50.00 

"  145.  Widow  of  J.  L.  R 60.00 

"  145.  Widow  of  R.  A.  M 60.00 

"  145.  Comp.  W.  J.  K 50.00 

$1,600.00 

Fraternally  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

Jas.  B.  Nixon. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Benevolence  be  received  and  adopted. 

WARRANTS. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  Warrants  begs  to  report  that  it 
has  examined  the  six  applications  of  Chapters  under 
dispensation  referred  to  its  members  for  consideration, 
and  recommend  that  charters  be  granted  the  following 
three : 
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Unity  Chapter,  at  Swift  Current,  Saskatchewan,  12 
petitioners;  since  added  36,  making  a  total  present  mem- 
bership oi  48. 

Connaught  Chapter,  at  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  26  peti- 
tioners ;  since  added  22,  a  present  total  membership  of  48. 

Bow  Valley  Chapter,  Gleichen,  Alberta,  11  petition- 
ers; since  added  13,  present  membership  24. 

These  Chapters  are  properly  equipped,  their  books 
are  in  order,  and  are  doing  good  work,  with  bright  pros- 
pects. 

Pacific  Chapter,  Vancouver,  B.C.,  41  petitioners,  or- 
ganized in  December  last;  Calgary  Chapter,  in  Calgary, 
Alberta,  with  43  petitioners,  also  organized  in  December ; 
and  North  Vancouver  Chapter,  in  North  Vancouver, 
B.C.,  with  15  petitioners,  instituted  in  January. 

None  of  these  three  Chapters  have  made  any  report 
and  your  Committee  is  unaware  of  the  progress,  if  any, 
made  in  the  interval.  It  therefore  recommends  that  the 
dispensations  be  continued  until  next  Annual  Convoca- 
tion of  Grand  Chapter. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  Forbes, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Forbes,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Warrants  be  received  and  adopted. 

AUDIT  AND  FINANCE. 

To   the   Most   Excellent   the    Grand  Z.   and   the   Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Companions, — Your  Committee  on  Audit  and  Fin- 
ance beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  the  past  year,  certified  to  by  the 
Auditors,  Vigeon  &  Co.,  Chartered  Accountants : 
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SUMMARY  CASH  ACCOUNT,  YEAR  ENDED  31st  JANU- 
ARY, 1913. 

Balance,  31st  Janua^,  1912,  as  per  last  account, 

Bank  Commerce   $5,600.34 

Less  due  to  Grand  Scribe  E 22.70 

$5,577.64 

Interest  Coupons  due 610.23 

$6,187.87 

Receipts  During  Year  : 

Certificates    $1,622.00 

Dues    4,216.60 

Fees 1,692.00 

Dispensations    60.00 

Warrants    210.00 

Constitutions    , 278.50 

Sundries     303.98 

8,383.08 

Investments : 

Interest  Received   $1,877.40 

Less  accrued  last  year  (see  above) 610.23 

Year  to  31st  January,  1913  1,267.17 

Orillia  Debenture  matured    1,218.13 

2,485.30 


$17,056.25 
Disbursements : 

Benevolence $1,400.00 

Salaries    2,450.00 

Foreign  Correspondence  Report 200.00 

Office  Rent,  Telephone  and  Expenses 629.41 

Premium  on  Guarantee  Bond    10.00 

Grand  Chapter  Convocation  Expenses.  . .- 108.00 

Printing,  Engrossing,  Warrants,  etc 2,181.49 

Auditing,  Vigeon  &  Co 100.00 

Funeral  Wreaths    32.00 

Grand  Z.,  Travelling  Expenses,  1912  and  1911 610.70 

$7,721.60 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  Incidentals : 

Printing  and  Stationery   $  35.68 

Postage  and  Express 157.86 

General  Expenses    99.83 

293.37 

$8,014  97 
Investment : 

Toronto  General  Trusts  Corporation  2,500.00 
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Balance,  31st  January,  1913 : 

In  Bank  of  Commerce  $6,555.90 

Less  due  to  Grand  Scribe  E 14.62 

$  6,541.28 


$17,056.25 


We  have  maintained  a  running  audit  during  the  year  and 
have  examined  the  books,  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  We  certify  that  we  have  found  them  in  order,  and  that 
the  above  is  a  correct  summary  of  the  accounts.  We  have  in- 
spected a  certificate  dated  the  5th  February,  1913,  from  the 
Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  Hamilton,  that  they  hold  securities 
to  a  value  of  $30,947.61,  on  account  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Vigeon  &  Co.,  Chartered  Accountants, 

Auditors. 
Toronto,  10th  February,  1913. 

Your  Committee  begs  to  recommend  the  following 
appropriations : 

Benevolence  Grants   $1,600.00 

Foreign  Correspondence  Committee   200.00 

Incidentals— Advance,  1913  300.00 

Office  Assistance  450.00 

Auditors'  Fee,  1912 100.00 

Refreshments,  Grand  Chapter  110.00 

With  pleasure  your  Committee  note  that  during  the 
past  year  $2,500  was  placed  with  the  Toronto  General 
Trusts  Corporation  for  investment.  They  also  view  with 
pleasure  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Royal  Craft  in 
this  jurisdiction. 

Owing  to  the  changed  conditions  of  living  these  days 
in  a  country  of  marvelous  development,  and  at  the  same 
time  having  in  view  that  the  dignity  of  the  Royal  Craft 
requires  that  its  officers  should  be  properly  remunerated 
for  their  services,  they  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  be  increased  $200. 

In  closing  this  report  your  Committee  are  pleased  to 
say  that  they  have  found  everything  in  connection  with 
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the  offices  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer in  a  highly  satisfactory  condition. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Henry  T.  Smith, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

Toronto,  February  26th,  19 13. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Smith,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Audit  and  Finance  be  received  and  adopted. 

CONDITION   OF  CAPITULAR   MASONRY. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  has  had  submitted  for  its  informa- 
tion the  reports  of  the  twenty-three  Grand  Superinten- 
dents who  have  represented  the  Grand  Z.  in  the  twenty- 
three  districts  into  w'hich  this  Grand  jurisdiction  is 
divided.  It  has  also  had  laid  before  it  the  report  of  the 
acting  Superintendent  who  has  had  supervision  of  our 
outlying  Chapter  in  the  Yukon  territorial  district. 

The  duties  of  these  officers  call  for  at  least  one  visit 
to  each  Chapter  under  their  charge,  an  inspection  of  their 
working  of  a  degree  or  degrees,  an  examination  of  the 
books  of  the  Scribes  and  Treasurers,  enquiry  into  the 
Masonic  conditions  of  the  localities  in  which  the  Chap- 
ters are  situated,  the  growth  of  the  Chapters  and  their 
prospects,  the  necessity  for  opening  new  Chapters,  and 
finally  the  submission  of  a  report  to  Grand  Chapter  deal- 
ing with  all  these  conditions,  so  that  the  strength  and 
weakness  of  the  districts  and  Chapters  may  be  seen  and 
the  proper  remedy  applied. 

A  careful  perusal  of  these  reports  has  been  made. 
They  have  afforded  your  Committee  a  great  deal  of  in- 
formation. Amongst  other  things  they  demonstrate  the 
energy  and  judgment  displayed  by  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents, whose  labors  are  those  of  love  and  entail  upon 
them  much  discomfort,  loss  of  time  and,  no  doubt,  money 
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out  of  pocket.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  western 
provinces,  where  Chapters  are  scattered  at  considerable 
distances  apart.  The  work  of  these  officers  has,  on  the 
whole,  been  well  and  conscientiously  performed,  and  be- 
speaks for  them  the  approval  and  gratitude  of  Grand 
Chapter.  It  is  true  that  the  percentage  of  unvisited 
Chapters  is  larger  than  usual,  but  the  explanations  in  con- 
nection therewith  palliate  if  they  do  not  altogether  excuse 
the  failure  to  visit  and  inspect.  In  the  Province  of 
Ontario  seven  Chapters  were  not  visited — three  of  them 
being  in  one  district.  In  Manitoba  three  Chapters  Were 
not  visited.  In  Kootenay,  where  there  are  six  Chapters, 
none  were  visited — illness  being  pleaded  as  the  reason. 
In  British  Columbia  two  were  not  visited.  In  the  new 
districts  of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  all  the  Chapters 
were  visited,  and  attention  may  well  be  directed  to  this 
record  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  in  the  two  new 
provinces,  where  the  Chapters  are  great  distances  apart. 
Your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  growth  in  number 
of  Chapters  as  well  as  in  membership  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  satisfactory  to  Grand  Chapter. 

Last  year  there  were  on  our  rolls  157  Chapters.  This 
year  there  are  162 — a  gain  of  5  Chapters,  although  one, 
Saugeen,  No.  50,  surrendered  its  charter.  Last  year  there 
were  15,746  Companions  in  good  standing.  This  year 
there  are  a  net  gain  of  1,247,  or  2I°  more  than  the  net 
gain  of  last  year.    The  details  are : 

Admissions   1,618 

Joinings 288 

Restorations   28 

Making  a  gross  gain  for  the  year  of *>934 

The  losses  are: 

Withdrawals 300 

S.  N.  P.  D 22-j 

Deaths   160 

By  Charter  surr'd 10 

Making  a  gross  loss  for  the  year  of 697 
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which,  deducted  from  the  gains,  leaves  the  net  gain  for 
the  year  to  be  1,237. 

The  gain  may  be  regarded  by  some  as  disappointing, 
but,  considering  there  are  so  many  different  Masonic 
bodies  claiming  a  Mason's  time  and  attention,  your  Com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  the  gain  is  as  large  as  could  well 
be  expected  and  is  considerably  greater  than  the  gain  in 
some  sister  Grand  Chapter  jurisdictions  where  Master 
Masons  are  many  thousands  more  in  number  than  in  our 
own. 

The  numerical  gain  in  some  Chapters  has  been  very 
large,  viz.:  Moosejaw,  No.  162,  with  82;  Mt.  Sinai,  No. 
183,  with  65;  Saskatoon,  No.  165,  with  58;  The  St.  Pat- 
rick Chapter,  No.  145,  with  44;  Toronto  Chapter,  No. 
185,  with  34.  These  figures  are  mentioned  so  that  it  may 
be  seen  that  substantial  growth  everywhere  has  been  the 
rule.  It  is  a  fact  to  be  noted  that  the  provinces  west  of 
the  Great  Lakes  gained  in  numbers  683,  while  the  Pro- 
vince of  Ontario  gained  533. 

The  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing 
in  Ontario  is  12,344,  while  the  other  provinces  had  4,381. 
It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  in  proportion  to  their  mem- 
bership the  western  Chapters  are  gaining  a  much  larger 
percentage  of  new  members  than  are  the  Chapters  in 
Ontario.  To  those  who  are  students  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  these  fig- 
ures will  prove  interesting  and  give  food  for  thought. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  have  not  been  called  upon 
to  give  rulings,  nor  has  any  lack  of  harmony  or  respect 
for  authority  marred  the  even  tenor  of  their  way.  They 
have  been  received  everywhere,  so  we  learn,  with  great 
respect  and  bounteous  hospitality,  and  their  reports 
shadow  forth  prosperity,  peace  and  quietness,  for  which 
we  should  be  devoutly  thankful. 

Work. 

The  work,  where  it  has  been  witnessed,  is  reported  to 
be  good,  but  the  number  of  Chapters  that  simply  opened 
and  closed  for  the  inspection  of  the  Grand  Superintendent 

K 


162       GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

is  altogether  too  large.  As  stated  in  last  year's  report, 
your  ■Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  Superintendent 
should  give  plenty  of  notice  of  his  intended  visit,  and  inti- 
mate that  he  will  expect  to  see  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
worked,  and  should  that  be  impossible  to  see  at  least  one 
of  the  subordinate  degrees  worked.  In  no  other  way  can 
he  be  a  judige  of  the  quality  of  the  work  done  in  a  Chap- 
ter. The  Committee  reiterates  its  opinion  of  last  year  as 
to  the  importance  of  the  Superintendent  requiring  work 
to  be  done,  and  also  that  the  work  be  performed  by  the 
officers  of  the  year  and  not  by  veteran  past  Z.'s. 

material. 

The  material  coming  in  is  still  favorably  commented 
upon  by  the  Superintendents.  All  candidates  for  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  have  passed  through  a  strict  enquiry  into 
their  characters  and  standing  before  they  become  Master 
Masons,  and  therefore  the  field  from  which  we  draw  our 
membership  is  already  a  selected  body;  but  when  taking 
the  higher  and  greater  responsibilities  upon  them,  in  order' 
to  attain  the  full  measure  and  station  of  a  Mason,  there 
should  be  another  enquiry  and  careful  scrutiny  so  that  we 
may  know  that  they  have  lived  up  to  their  obligations  and 
are  fit  to  become  Royal  Arch  Companions.  It  is  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  make  every  effort  to  induce  the  brethren 
of  the  blue  lodges  to  join  us.  There  is  every  reason  for 
such  effort  being  put  forth  and  none  against  it.  Let  there, 
however,  be  no>  seeking  after  mere  numerical  strength  at 
the  sacrifice  of  the  reputation  and  religious  character  of 
the  Royal  Arch  body.  "  Wherever  two  or  three  .  are 
gathered  together  in  My  Name*  there  am  I  in  the  midst," 
was  said  by  the  great  Teacher.  Association  with  men  of 
known  reputation  and  character  is  what  should  give  the 
Order  its  strength,  not  the  hope  of  being  entertained  or 
having  a  good  time,  as  it  is  called. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  invested  funds  of  Grand  Chapter  are  $30,947.61 
and  the  cash  on  hand  amounts  to  $6,555.90,  or  a  total 
cash  asset  of  $37,503.51.     Grand  Chapter  expended  for 
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benevolence  during  the  year  $1,400  and  the  private  Chap- 
ters about  $3,200,  making  in  all  a  total  expenditure  for 
benevolence  of  $4,600,  which  is  the  largest  we  have  ever 
had,  but  your  Committee  would  not  like  to  think  that  we 
had  reached  the  end  of  our  tether  in  this  direction.  We 
have  yet  great  responsibilities,  and  therefore  great  possi- 
bilities of  extending  our  expenditure  in  this  direction. 
Grand  Lodge  is  increasing  its  grants  for  benevolence  year 
by  year,  and  we  ought  to  supplement  its  efforts  by  aiding 
those  of  our  own  household  who  are  in  distress.  Espe- 
cially we  should  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  institutions  which 
look  after  the  widows  and  orphans  or  the  indigent  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  We  might  well  establish  a  greater  reputa- 
tion for  benevolent  work. 

The  Superintendents  report  the  books  of  the  Scribes 
E.  and  the  Treasurers  well  kept,  and  so  far  as  the  facts 
are  reflected  in  their  reports  we  are  warranted  in  stating 
that  there  has  not  been  a  single  defalcation  or  dishonor- 
able act  on  the  part  of  any  officer  under  Grand  or  the 
subordinate  Chapters.  The  Scribes  E.  are  said  to  be 
careful,  attentive  and  painstaking.  The  arrears  of  dues 
continue  to  be  a  blot  on  an  otherwise  satisfactory  state 
of  affairs.  In  your  Committee's  report  last  year  the 
language  used  as  to  Companions  in  arrears  and  how  they 
should  be  dealt  with  is  commended  to  the  attention  of  the 
incoming  Grand  Superintendents,  so  that,  if  possible, 
something  may  be  done  to  reduce  the  twenty  odd  thousand 
dollars  still  apparent  as  outstanding  dues  for  over  twelve 
months. 

Your  Committee  commented  last  year  upon  the  ques- 
tion o"f  mark  and  degree  books.  One  of  two  things  must 
have  happened  since  then.  Either  these  books  are  kept 
so  well  and  so  universally  as  to  call  for  no  remark,  or  else 
they  have  disappeared  altogether,  as  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents do  not  mention  having  seen  or  heard  anything 
about  them.  Last  year  your  Committee  recommended 
that  a  circular  should  be  sent  to  each  Chapter  calling 
attention  to  the  duty  of  keeping  these  records,  and  also 
that  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  should 
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be  called  to  the  matter.  Your  Committee  has  only  to 
say  that  if  this  were  done  the  request  has  fallen  on  deaf 
ears. 

insurance. 

The  wisdom  of  placing  insurance  on  premises,  regalia, 
etc.,  appears  to  be  generally  observed.  There  are  still 
some  Chapters  who  neglect  this  plain  duty,  and  therefore 
your  Committee  refers  to  this  matter  with  the  hope  that 
before  our  next  Annual  Convocation  every  Chapter  will 
have  adopted  this  precaution  against  loss. 

CHAPTERS  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

These  useful  schools  have  apparently  gone  out  of 
fashion.  Six  Chapters  of  Instruction  were  held  in  the 
whole  jurisdiction,  and,  strange  to  say,  three  out  of  the 
six  were  held  in  Toronto  District.  One  was  held  in 
Hamilton  District,  one  in  the  St.  Lawrence  District,  and 
one  in  North  Saskatchewan,  No.  19.  Notwithstanding 
the  omission  displayed  by  nearly  all  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents, your  Committee  is  still  of  opinion  that  these 
Chapters  of  Instruction  are  very  useful  and  important  in 
Masonic  life.  Your  Committee  once  more  urges  upon 
those  who  are  about  to  take  up  the  responsibility  for  the 
growth  and  progress  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  the  various 
districts,  that  they  endeavor  to  have  at  least  one  Chapter 
of  Instruction  during  their  term  of  office,  and  once  more 
establish  a  record  for  obedience  to  Grand  Chapter's  re- 
quest. 

The  Z.'s  are,  in  nearly  every  instance,  reported  as 
being  able  to  confer  the  degrees,  or  at  least  work  some  of 
them.  This  is  satisfactory,  and  as  the  information  comes 
from  the  Scribes  of  the  Chapters  we  are  bound  to  accept 
it  as  true. 

In  a  great  many  districts  the  Chapters  are  reported  as 
alll  consecrated,  which  is  very  satisfactory,  but  there  still 
remain  some  known  not  to  be  consecrated,  and  others 
about  which  there  is  doubt,  as  no  record  of  consecration 
can  be  found.     The  Grand  Z.  has  displayed  anxiety  and 
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energy  in  this  matter,   and  no  doubt  his   successor  will 
press  on  the  good  work  until  every  Chapter  is  consecrated. 

Some  Superintendents  continue  to  recommend  that 
their  districts  be  sub-divided.  But  no  present  action  is 
recommended  by  your  Committee. 

From  what  has  been  said  upon  the  various  points  con- 
nected with  the  growth  and  condition  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  it  will  be  seen  that  on  the  whole  there  is  every 
reason  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  the  measure  of  peace, 
prosperity  and  progress  that  has  prevailed,  and  we  should 
be  inspired  thereby  to  go  forward  with  additional  deter- 
mination to  increase  its  usefulness  and  reputation.  Great 
things  have  been  done  in  the  past  few  years,  and  a  greater 
future  is  before  us  if  we  will  only  rise  to  our  opportuni- 
ties of  bringing  in  new  members.  Let  every  Companion 
constitute  himself  an  active  missionary  to  bring  in  at  least 
one  new  Companion,  and  we  shall  see  a  very  largely  in- 
creased membership  at  our  next  Convocation. 

Your  Committee,  in  closing,  has  to  say  that  one  of  the 
greatest  influences  in  the  direction  of  enthusiasm,  growth 
and  prosperity  of  this  Royal  body  has  been  the  wonderful 
energy  displayed  by  the  Grand  Z.  He  has  been  untiring 
in  his  efforts  for  his  Companions  and  their  Chapters.  He 
has  responded  to  all  calls  that  have  been  made  upon  him, 
and  in  addition  has  visited  many  Chapters  without  respect 
to  their  size  or  the  importance  of  the  place  in  which  they 
are  situated,  with  the  hope  of  improving  their  conditions. 
He  has  been  all  over  this  immense  jurisdiction  from  the 
Ottawa  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Months  were  spent 
by  him  in  visiting  Chapters  in  the  Great  West.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  your  Committee  finds  the  difficulty  has  not 
been  to  find  where  he  has  been  but  where  he  has  not  been, 
as  nearly  every  Grand  Superintendent  refers  to  his  pres- 
ence and  the  pleasure  and  profit  derived  from  it.  Your 
Committee  feels  bound  to  record  the  benefit  derived  from 
his  good  and  generous  service  and  to  express  the  opinion 
that  it  is  one  of  the  special  "  conditions  "  which  has  made 
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the  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft  as  a  whole  so  prosperous 
and  harmonious. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Aubrey  White, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
the  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  be  received  and  adopted. 

GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton  from  the  sub-committee 
of  the  Executive  on  Grievances  and  Appeals,  reported  a 
happy  continuance  of  the  peaceful  conditions  prevailing 
for  some  years,  and  which  had  left  his  Committee  with 
little  or  nothing  to  do.  He  offered  the  felicitations  of 
himself  and  colleagues  to  Grand  Chapter  on  the  perfect 
harmony  which  characterized  the  relationship  within  and 
between  the  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction. 

GRAND  Z.'S  ADDRESS. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address 
of  the  Grand  Z.  was  particularly  pleased  with  the  strain 
of  optimism  running  through  his  remarks  that  charac- 
terized the  work  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  all  its  branches 
during  the  year.  Grievances  and  appeals  were  not  heard 
of,  while  fraternity  and  the  best  of  fellowship  existed 
throughout  our  large  and  diversified  jurisdiction. 

We  regard  as  timely  the  words  of  the  Grand  Z.  urging 
the  Companions  of  the  jurisdiction  to  drop  their  business 
for  a  brief  period  and  give  a  few  hours  to  assist  in  the 
duties  of  Grand  Chapter — a  duty  that  every  Royal  Arch 
Mason  belonging  thereto  owes  to  himself  and  to  Capitular 
Masonry. 
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We  desire  to  congratulate  the  Grand  Z.  upon  the 
unprecedented  success  of  the  year,  a  record  addition  to 
our  roll  of  membership,  while  our  revenue  far  exceeds 
our  expenditure. 

The  agreement  with  the  Toronto  General  Trusts  Cor- 
poration is  endorsed  by  your  Committee  and  note  with 
pleasure  the  increased  rate  of  interest  obtained  by  the 
agreement. 

The  list  of  those  called  from  us  has  been  read  with 
deep  sorrow.  We  recommend  that  their  names  be  in- 
scribed on  the  pages  of  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter, and  join  with  our  sister  jurisdictions  in  grief  over  the 
distinguished  Companions  who  have  gone  to  their  reward. 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Z. 
and  expresses  the  hope  that  his  remarks  regarding  the 
indiscriminate  use  of  the  T.  on  Chapter  summonses  may 
have  the  desired  effect  and  that  such  will  only  be  used  on 
extraordinary  and  very  important  occasions. 

We  concur  with  the  recommendations  and  the  appoint- 
ments of  representatives  of  foreign  Grand  Chapters  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  The  distinguished  Com- 
panions will  do  honor  to  their  appointments. 

Your  Committee  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the  Grand 
Z.  in  his  reference  to  accepting  important  Grand  Chapter 
offices  and  then  ignoring  the  duties  appertaining  to  such 
office,  and  consider  the  depriving  of  rank  would  be  fitting 
punishment  for  such  conduct.  Also  consider  the  time  is 
ripe  for  every  Grand  Superintendent  to  hold  a  Chapter 
of  Instruction  in  their  respective  districts. 

The  Grand  Chapter  views  with  pleasure  the  large 
number  of  visits  that  the  Grand  Z.  was  able  to  make  dur- 
ing the  year,  which  no  doubt  played  an  important  part  in 
the  numerical  and  financial  success  of  the  year.  We  have 
read  with  much  pleasure  his  glowing  account  of  the  Com- 
panions of  the  west,  their  loyalty,  their  hospitality  and 
the  general  bright  outlook  for  our  western  provinces  in 
respect  to  Capitular  Masonry.     We  also  note,  not  least 
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among  his  visits,  that  to  Keystone  Chapter,  in  Buffalo, 
and  his  being  present  at  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  State,  held  in  Albany,  such 
visits  cementing  the  ties  of  brotherhood  which  have  been 
such  a  factor  in  maintaining  international  amity,  as  evi- 
denced during  the  past  one  hundred  years. 

Your  Committee  is  pleased  with  the  notice  taken  by 
the  Grand  Z.  of  Comp.  Robert  Hendry,  of  Kingston,  Past 
Grand  First  Principal,  who  on  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
his  Royal  Arch  Masonic  career  conferred  the  Royal  Arch 
degree ;  also  Comp.  Archibald  Cooper,  of  Dunnville,  now 
in  his  ninety-third  year,  whom  he  met  when  visiting  Mc- 
Callum  Chapter.    Truly  Masonry  reverences  the  aged. 

We  consider  the  action  of  the  Grand  Z.  in  visiting  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  accompanied  by 
other  distinguished  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Toronto,  was 
opportune. 

We  join  with  him  in  paying  tribute  to  the  great  worth 
of  our  Grand  Scribe  E. 

In  closing,  your  Committee  desires  to  congratulate  the 
Grand  Z.  upon  his  two  years'  ruling  over  the  destiny  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  and  to  express  the  hope 
that  there  may  be  no  separation,  but  that  his  communion 
with  the  Companions  may  continue  to  serve  as  a  wall  of 
strength  for  the  upbuilding  of  our  characters  and  the 
dissemination  of  alll  that  is  noblest  in  the  Companions  of 
every  part  of  our  vast  jurisdiction. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  Shaw, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand 
Z.'s  address  be  received  and  adopted. 
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Dist.  No. 


GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  to  enable  the 
districts  to  select  their  Grand  Superintendents  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

On  Grand  Chapter  resuming  labor,  the  following 
nominations  were  submitted  to  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z., 
who  was  pleased  to  approve  in  each  case  and  the  selec- 
tions were  confirmed : 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  Y.  Dixon,  Amherstburg    St.  Clair 
Frederick  Palmer,  London    London 
W.  O.  Edwards,  Ingersoll     Wilson 
W.  G.  Stephenson,  Guelph    Wellington 
W.  O.  Joyce,  Oakville  Hamilton 

Louis  C.  Jackson,  Seaforth   Huron 
J.  De  W.  Randall,  Niagara    Niagara 
T.  J.  R.  Dewar,  Toronto        Toronto 
"        Fred  W.  Otton,  Barrie  Georgian 

"        "        E.  J.  Free,  Campbellford 
G.  T.  Walters,  Napanee 
Chas.  J.  Hamilton,  Corn- 
wall 
"        "         Clark  Nicholls,   Smith's 
Falls 
Geo.  A.  Grant,  Ft.  William  Algoma 
"        "        Chas.  Stewart,  Portage  la 

Prairie 
"         "         G.  A.  Coulter,  Hartney 
"         "        John  H.  Roaf,  Vancouver 
"        "        Jas.  J.  Dunlop,  Edmonton 
"        "        Arthur  C.  Kemmis,  Pincher 
Creek 
R.  L.  T.  Galbraith,  Fort 
Steele 
"        "        R.  E.  Plewman,  Rossland 
"        "        Thos.  Robertson,  Prince 

Albert 
"        "         Richard  D.  Morton,  Sinta- 

luta 
"        "         Richard  Dorsett,  Sudbury 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 
The  election  of  Grand  officers  was  then  proceeded 
with.  The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  having  appointed  R.  E. 
Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  as  chairman  of  the  scrutineers  of  the 
ballot,  the  results  of  the  elections  were  declared  as  fol- 
lows : 


Ontario 
Prince  Edward 

St.  Lawrence 

Ottawa 


Manitoba  E. 
Manitoba  W. 
Brit.  Columbia 
Alberta  N. 

Alberta  S. 

Kootenay 
Okanagan 

Saskatchewan  N. 

Saskatchewan  S. 
New  Ontario 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

12 

13 
14 

15 

15a 

16 

17 

17a 

18 
18a 

19 

19a 
20 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Daniel  F.  Macwatt,  Sarnia,  Grand  Z.    )  r        , 

R.  E.     "        W.  S.  R.  Murch,  Kingston,  Grand  H.  [  ~r.1 

"        A.  S.  Gorrell,  Regina,  Grand  J.    J  Counci1 

Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

John  Sinclair,  Petrolea,  Grand  Scribe  N. 

M.  E.  George  Moore,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treas. 

R.  E.  John  A.  Munro,  Winnipeg,  Grand  Prin.  Sojourner. 

Lewis  F.  Riggs,  Toronto,  Grand  Registrar. 

J.  M.  Pritchard,  Toronto,  Grand  Janitor. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
The  following  Companions  were  elected  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  as  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the 
ensuing  year : 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Toner    Collingwood 

D.  H.  Mcintosh Carleton  Place 

A.  T.  Freed   Hamilton 

H.  T.  Smith Toronto 

"        K.  J.  Dunstan   Toronto 

TORONTO  NEXT  PLACE  OE  MEETING. 

The  cities  of  Toronto,  London  and  Winnipeg  having 
been  put  in  nomination  for  the  next  Annual  Convocation, 
in  February,  191 4,  and  being  put  to  the  ballot,  the  result 
showed  that  Toronto  had  received  the  highest  number 
of  votes  and  that  city  was  declared  to  be  the  choice  of 
Grand  Chapter. 

BENEVOLENCE   COMMITTEE. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  A.  Clark,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson  be  con- 
tinued a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Benevolence  for  the  term 
of  three  years. 

The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Committee 
on  Benevolence  and  are  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Grand  Chapter  for  their  respective  terms : 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  retires  in 1914 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding  retires  in 1915 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson  retires  in 1916 

DIVISION  OE  KOOTENAY. 

In  the  absence  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Robert  Gordon,  of 
Revelstoke,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Scribe  E.  moved,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  Murch,  and  it  was 
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Resolved, — That  the  Kootenay  District  be  divided  by  group- 
ing the  Chapters  at  Kaslo,  Nelson,  Cranbrook  and  Fernie  into 
one  district  to  retain  the  original  name  and  number,  and  those 
at  Revelstoke,  Rossland,  Vernon  and  Grand  Forks  into  another 
to  be^known  as  Okanagan  District  No.  18a,  and  that  the  Consti- 
tution be  amended  therewith. 

TO    PUT    FORWARD    ANNUAL    MEETING. 

The  two  motions  of  which  notice  was  given  by  M.  E. 
Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  were  in  his  absence 
submitted  by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Second  Principal,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton,  as  follows : 

That  Article  6  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking 
out  in  the  second  line  the  words  "Fourth  Wednesday  in  Febru- 
ary "  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  Fourth  Wednes- 
day in  April." 

Also :  That  Article  6  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by 
striking  out  in  the  second  line  the  words  "  Fourth  Wednesday 
in  February "  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  First 
Wednesday  in  May." 

The  amendments  being  fully  discussed  were  put  to 
the  vote  of  Grand  Chapter  and  declared  lost. 

NOT  EVEN  AT  EASTERTIDE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Brennan,  Toronto,  in  the  absence 
of  R.  E.  Comp.  S.  F.  Passmore,  Brant  ford,  moved,  sec- 
onded by  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw, 

That  Article  6,  page  5,  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  to 
read  "  The  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  shall  be 
holden  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  Easter  at  such  place  as  may 
be  selected  by  Grand  Chapter  at  the  previous  Annual  Convoca- 
tion and  at  such  hour  as  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council  may 
from  time  to  time  determine." 

The  proposed  amendment  being  submitted  to  the  vote 
of  Grand  Chapter,  was  declared  lost. 

WHERE  CRAFT  HALLS  ARE  NOT  YET. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh,  Carleton  Place,  who  had 
given  due  notice  to  amend  Section  67  of  the  Constitution 
by  adding  the  words  "  Provided :  that  no  Chapter  shall 
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hold  its  Convocations  in  rooms  used  jointly  with,  and 
occupied  by  other  than  societies  founded  upon  Craft 
Masonry ;  unless  circumstances  render  the  temporary  use 
of  such  necessary,  and  then  on!ly  by  authority  of  the 
Grand  Z.'s  dispensation,"  declared  his  willingness  to  tem- 
porarily withdraw  the  suggested  amendment  on  it  being 
explained  that  it  would  bear  hardly  on  certain  remote 
sections  of  the  jurisdiction  where  facilities  for  assembling 
in  purely  Masonic  premises  were  not  at  present  easy  of 
attainment. 

AS  HERETOFORE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Milne,  Toronto,  moved  and  R.  E. 
Comp.  Murch  seconded, 

That  Clause  72  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking 
out  the  word  "may"  in  the  third  line  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "  shall  not." 

Being  put  to  the  vote  of  Grand  Chapter,  the  proposed 
amendment  was  declared  lost 

In  other  words  the  concession,  provided  by  the  Con- 
stitution, of  engaging  in  the  work  of  the  lesser  degrees 
without  previously  opening  up  the  Chapter,  is  continued 
to  the  subordinate  bodies. 

R.  A.  CLOTHING  EOR  R.  A.  PURPOSES. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  K.  J.  Duns  tan,  Toronto, 
seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  \Y.  N.  Ponton,  and 

Resolved, — That  Article  118  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
by  eliminating  all  after  the  word  Principal  "  in  the  third  line, 
and  that  Article  119  be  amended  by  expunging  the  words  "Ex- 
cept a  funeral "  in  the  second  line  and  adding  the  words  "  A 
Masonic  funeral  being  a  Craft  Lodge  function  solely,  Royal  Arch 
clothing  is  not  permitted  to  be  worn." 

INSPECTOR  OP  BENEVOLENCE. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  G.  Horwood,  sec- 
onded by  E.  Comp.  A.  C.  Larter,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  appro- 
priated by  this  Grand  Chapter  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing  the 
services  of  the  Inspector  of  Benevolence  in  aiding  the  Committee 
thereon  at  the  Annual  Convocations  for  the  past  three  years. 
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OFFICERS  INSTALLED. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  assisted  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Geo. 
Moore,  then  proceeded  with  the  installation  and  investi- 
ture of  the  newly-elected  officers  of  Grand  Chapter,  who 
were  proclaimed  and  saluted  according  to  ancient  custom. 

MERITED  RECOGNITION. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  K.  J.  Dunstan,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  three  Grand  Principals  and  the  mover 
and  seconder  by  a  committee  to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial 
for  presentation  to  M.  E.  Comp.  tred  W.  Harcourt,  the  retiring 
Grand  Z.,  in  recognition  of  his  valuable  services  for  the  past 
two  years  as  ruler  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction. 

VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  Toronto  Masonic  Hall 
Trust  for  the  use  of  the  rooms,  as  well  as  for  the  arrangements 
made  for  the  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  body. 

APPOINTMENTS  TO  OFFICE. 

The  following  appointments  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
Z.  were  subsequently  announced: 

EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White   Toronto 

R.  H.  Spencer   Trenton 

William  Forbes    Grimsby 

"  •      "         C.    W.    Haentschel Haileybury 

"        "        John  Graham    London 

ASSISTANT  OFFICERS. 

V.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Ballard,  Hamilton,     Grand  Senior  Sojourner 
J.  E.  Merriman,  St.  Cath- 
arines, "  Junior  Sojourner 
R.  E.     "        Jas.  B.  Nixon*  Toronto,  "  Lecturer 
V.  E.     "        Joseph  King,  Toronto,  "  Sword  Bearer 
"        Rev.  N.  Lindsay,  Dresden,  "  Master  1st  Veil 
"        Wm.  Whipps,  Collingwood,  "  Master  2nd  Veil 
J.  H.  Dalton,  Aylmer,  "*  Master  3rd  Veil 
Wm.  McKeown,  Belleville,  '  Master  4th  Veil 
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V.  E.  Comp.  Alex.  J.  Gillis,  M.D., 
Dawson, 
"        "        Geo.  Middleton,  Vancouver, 
Geo.  T.  Pendrith,  Toronto, 
Geo.  McQuillan,  Toronto, 
"         "        Jas.  Lockwood,  Lethbridge, 
Arthur  C.  Barnett,  Brant- 
ford, 
"        "        George  Parker,  Ottawa, 
F.  H.  Nairn,  Hamilton, 
N.  P.  Buckingham,  Boisse- 
vain, 
"         "        Jos.  E.  Mills,  Gananoque, 
C.  H.  Fullerton,  New 

Liskeard, 
M.  M.  Downey,  Calgary, 
R.  S.  Hamilton,  Gait, 
"        "         B.  W.  Squire,  Havelock, 
"         "        Thos.  Blackmore,  Listowel, 

The   labors   of   Grand   Chapter   being  ended,   it   was 
closed  in  Ample  Form  at  5  o'clock  p.m. 
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Toronto,  February  26th,  191 3. 


CHAPTER  RETURNS 


No 

Name  of  Chapter. 

"  Where  Held. 

Regular  Convocation. 

1 

Anct.  Frontenac  and 

Third  Friday 

2 
3 

The  Hiram 

Hamilton 

Fourth  Friday 

Fourth  Wednesday  .... 
Third  Friday 

4 

St.  And.  and  St.  John's 

5 

Fourth  Tuesday 

Second  Thursday 

6 

7 

St.  John's 

The  Moira 

Hamilton 

Belleville 

8 

King  Solomon's 

Fourth  Thursday 

15 

16 

Fourth  Friday 

Third  Friday 

18 

Oxford 

19 
20 

Mount  Moriah 

St.  Catharines 

Brantford 

Friday  on  or  b.  f .  m.    .  . 

22 

Second  Tuesday 

23 

Ezra 

24 

26 

St.  Mark's 

27 

Third  Friday 

28 

29 

Third  Friday 

Third  Tuesday 

30 

Goderich 

31 

Prince  Edward 

32 

Gait 

34 

Second  Tuesday 

Third  Friday 

35 

Whitby 

36 

Peterborough ■» .  .  . 

Fourth  Friday 

37 

40 

Guelph 

41 

44 

45 

Excelsior 

First  Tuesday 

46 

St.  Mary's 

47 

Second  Thursday 

48 

*50 

Saugeen 

Prince  Rupert 

Bruce 

Third  Tuesday 

52 

First  Thursday 

53 

Third  Wednesday 

54 

St.  Thomas 

55 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

Third  Tuesday 

56 

Owen  Sound 

Port  Colborne 

Mattawa 

Brockville 

57 

King  Hiram 

First  Thursday 

58 

Pembroke 

Third  Tuesday 

59 

Third  Friday 

60 

Doric 

First  Wednesday 

61 

62 

York 

Havelock 

First  Friday 

63 

Third  Thursday 

64 

Welland 

65 

St.  Paul's 

66 

The  Malloch 

Third  Monday 

67 

68 

North  Augusta 

Friday  af .  f .  m 

69 

70 

Third  Thursday 

71 
72 

Prince  of  Wales 

Amherstburg 

First  Friday .    

Thursday  b.  f.  m 

73 

Erie 

74 

75 

St.  Clair.    

Milton 

Niagara  Falls,  C 

Toronto 

Parkhill 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

76 

77 

Second  Friday 

78 

79 

Toronto 

Second  Thursday 

80 

Ark 

Second  Monday 

81 

Fridav  on  or  af.  f.  m. .  . 

82 

Shuniah 

Port  Arthur 

Third"  Wednesday 
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1 

2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 
8 
15 
16 
18 
19 
20 
22 
23 
24 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
34 
35 
36 
37 
40 
41 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
*50 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 


John  Pearson 

J.  A.  Locheed 

A.  M.  Trick 

J.  T.  Lester 

Frank  D.  Miller.  .  . 
Wm.  W.  Barlow..  . 
Wm.  Thompson. .  . 
W.  H.  Roberts...  . 
Edgar  A.  Mills.  .  .  . 
G.  -.  Retallack  .  .  . 
W.  J.  Wyles    .    .  .  . 

F.  C.  McCordick  .  . 

T.  J.  Kerkby 

E   J.  Warmingtou. 

J.Porter 

A.  Knechlet 

W.  M.  Peck 

G.  E.  Hunter 

M.  L.  Argall 

Geo.  E.  Parker 

H.  O.  Sturdy 

J.  M.  Branscombe. 
James  Ritchie 

H.  H.Burns 

Wm.  Pringle 

T.  H.  Gillespie 

W.  H.  Yelland 

W.  G.  Stephenson. 

A.  S.Crawford 

D.  A.  Nesbit 

G.  M.  Peebles 

T.  L.  Sinclair 

J.  G.  Martin 

S.  Troop 

A.  G.  Fortune.  .  .  . 
J.  H.  Blackwood.  . 

J.  E.  Nevelle 

F.  M.  Bond 

W.  E.  Lyall 

Geo.  H.  Holmes. .  . 

C.  D.  Winn 

Alex.  Ross 

W.  E.  Brown 

M  A.  Brandon  .  .  . 
W.  C.  Pollock 

Geo.E.  Post 

M.  J.  MacPherson. 

Robt.  Foster 

W.  J.  McCollum..  . 

Thos.  S.  Bleies 

J.  J.  Bracken 

J.  B.  Love 

A.  H.  Phipps 

Wm.  Fraser. 

Ross  Mickle 

J.Mc.C.  Potts.MD. 

D.  R.  McDiarmid.. 
W.  M.  Kannawin. . 

H.  P.  Wanzer 

J.  W.  Rosborough. 
S.  G.  Newdick..  .. 

C.  K.  Bluett 

F.  M.  Simpson. .  .  . 

A.  E.  Edgar 

R,  Middleton 

John  Stocks 


Geo.  H.  Gillespie 
Geo.  H.  Lanigan 
Oliver  Ellwood  . 

H.  Eversfield 

Wm.  Spittal 

Geo.  H.  Britton. 
Wm.  McKeown. 

A.  L.  Tinker 

Alex.  K.  Wanless 
Jno.  B.Wright.. 
H.  A.  Biggins.  .  . 

A.  N.  Lindsay.  . 
W.  E.  Greensides 
Jno.  F.  Graham. 
R.  E.  Gunton.  .. 
Jno.  Stevenson  . 

B.  H.  Siddall... 

E.  H.  Brown. .  .  . 
J.  F.  Grierson  . . 
A.  A  Lamonby . 
John  Straiton... 
John  L.  Graydon 

Chas.  Blake 

John  N.  Hobley. 
W.M.V'nValk'nbg 
W.  H.  Walkey.. 
J.  W.  Sanders. . . . 
H.  H.  Dean  .... 
J.F.Williams... 

E  J.Walters 

James  Thome  . . 

A.  Carman 

W.  H.  Benson  . . 

Robt.  Buck 

W.  B.  Thompson 

F.  W.  Brownell. 
John  Sinclair.  .  . 
W.  E.  Idsardi.... 
Richard  Briggs .  . 
Robt.  Douglass. 

J.  R.  Tuck 

W.  A.  Bell 

Jonathan  Greene 
J.  R.  Stallard .  . . 
J.  B.  Illingworth 

E.  C.  Coath 

J.  A.  MacKenzie 
George  Wells  .  .  . 
John  C.  Wedd  .  . 
R.  S.Hays 

C.  Scudamore. .  . 

G.  A  Love 

P.  Falconbridge. . 

F.  P.  Warne 

F.  L.  Lovegrove 
H.  H.  Alger,  M.D 

A.  Long 

R.  M.  Trueman 
Wm.  Panton. .  . 
F.  W.  Swannell 
Geo.  K.  Clemens 
Wm.  Dawson. . . 
J.  A.  C.  Stewart 
C.  R.  Burndge. 
J.E.Richards.. 
A.  M.  Frank  .  .. 
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315 
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167 
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300 
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No. 


83 
84 
86 
88 
90 
91 
94 
95 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
106 
110 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
tl37 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
tl51 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 


Name  of  Chapter. 


Ionic 

Lebanon 

Macpherson. 

MacNabb 

Golden 

Antiquity 

Midland 

Tuscan 

Vancouver 

Keystone 

St.  Lawrence 

Corinthian 

Algonquin 

St.  John's 

White  Oak 

Alberta 

Warkworth 

St.  John's 

Covenant 

Bonnechere 

Brant 

Maple 

Berlin 

North  Star...' 

King  Cyrus 

Kootenay 

Wascana 

Rossland , 

Nelson. 

Westminster. 
Rocky  Mountain , 

Assiniboia 

Keystone 

Revelstoke 

Elliot 

Chantry 

Amabel 

Leeds 

St.  Francis 

King  Darius. .  . . 

Succoth 

King  Edward 

Crow's  Nest 

Shekinah 

St.  Andrew's 

Fort  William 

Keystone 

Cyrus 

Glengarry 

Presqu'  Isle 

The  St.  Patrick.. 

Bernard 

Lucknow 

St.  John's 

At  wood 

London 

Laurentian 

Alberton 

Sombra 

Klondike 

Ancaster 

Avondale 

Okanagan 

Shekinah 

Golden  West 

Prince  Albert 


Where  Held. 


Orangeville 

Wingham. 

Meaf  ord 

Dresden , 

Kenora , 

Toronto , 

Lindsay , 

Sudbury , 

Vancouver , 

Portage  la  Prairie . 

BrockviJle , 

Boissevain , 

Sauit  Ste.  Marie. . 

North  Bay 

Oakville 

Calgary 

Warkworth 

Morrisburg 

Cornwall 

Renfrew 

Paris 

Carleton  Place. . . . 

Berlin 

Edmonton 

Leamington 

Kaslo 

Regina 

Rossland 

Nelson 

New  Westminster. 

Cranbrook 

Medicine  Hat 

Nanaimo 

Revelstoke 

Mitchell 

Southampton 

Wiarton 

Gananoque 

Smith's  Falls 

Cannington 

Uxbridge 

Neepawa 

Fernie 

Toronto 

Havelock 

Fort  William 

Brandon 

Cumberland 

Maxville 

Brighton 

Toronto 

Listowel 

Lucknow 

Vankleek  Hill.... 

Rainy  River 

London 

Pembroke 

Fort  Frances 

Sombra 

Dawson 

Ancaster 

Hartney 

Vernon 

Lethbridge 

High  River 

Prince  Albert. 


Regular  Convocation. 


Tuesday  af.  f.  m 

Third  Tuesday 

Second  Thursday 

First  Thursday 

Third  Friday 

Third  Monday 

Third  Thursday 

8econd  Tuesday 

Becond  Wednesday. . . . 

First  Friday 

First  Thursday 

Second  Wednesday.  .  . . 

Fourth  Friday 

First  Friday 

Third  Tuesday 

First  Wednesday 

Wednesday  af.  f.  m 

Tuesday  af.  f .  m 

Third  Wednesday 

Third  Monday 

Monday  on  or  b.  f.  m. .  . 

First  Monday 

Third  Friday 

Second  Tuesday 

Tuesday  af .  f .  m 

Second  Tuesday 

Second  Monday 

First  Tuesday 

Third  Wednesday 

Second  Friday 

Second  Tuesday 

Third  Thursday 

Third  Wednesday 

First  Monday 

Second  Tuesday  af.  f.  m 

Tuesday  b.   f .   m 

First  Thursday 

First  Wednesday 

Second  Friday  af.  f.  m 
Wednesday  af.  f.m. 

Monday  af.  f.  m 

Second  Wed.  af.  f.  m.. 

First  Tuesday 

Second  Tuesday 

Monday  af.  f.  m 

First  Friday 

First  Monday 

Third  Wednesday 

Fourth  Friday 

Second  Friday 

Third  Saturday 

Friday  af.  f.  m 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

First   Friday 

Third  Thursday 

Fourth  Friday' 

Third  Thursday 

Third  Thursday 

Third  Wednesday 

Fourth  Thursday 

Tuesday  af .  f .  m 

Friday  on  or  af.  f.  m.  ... 

Thursday  af.  f.m 

Fourth  Wednesday  .... 
Mondav  on  or  b.  f.  m..  . 
Third  Tuesday 


Madoc Madoc '  Tuesday  af.  f.  m 
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First  Principal  Z. 


Scribe  E. 
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R.  G.  Bennett  .  .  . 

E.  A.  Hammond  . 

W.  C.  Willson 

Wm.  Bedell 

W.  Whitaker 

Jas.  Herriot 

Win.  Abbott 

John  McLeod  .... 

James  Stark 

Samuel  Hicks  .  .  . 
T.  W.  Cum  bus.  . . 

S.  Greaves 

John  W.  Speers  .  . 

A.  Torrance 

J.  W.  McGregor.  . 
M.  M.  Downey.  ■  • 
G.  I.  Block,  M.D.. 
R.  H.  Ash  ton..  . 
C.J.Hamilton,MD 

Harrv  Cox 

W.  W.  Patterson. 
Jas.  R.  Moore .... 
H.  M.  Cook 

F.  S.  Watson 

H.  D.  Robinson.  . 

D.  C.  McGregor . . 

C.  C  Graham 

Alex.  Cox 

A.  B.  Netturby... 

J.  B.  Jardine 

T.  H.  Banfield  .  .  . 
W.  V.  Saunders.  . 

W.  E.   Webb 

Wm.  Morris 

A.  D.Smith 

Geo.  W.  Martin.  . 
J.  E.  Johnston  .  .  . 

Wilber  Clow 

A.  L.  Conners.. .  . 
JamesA.Parliment 
Wesley  Akney..    . 

W.  G.  Eraser 

J.  S.  Volume 

Wm.J.Wads  worth 
H.  T.  Andrews  [Jr 

E.  E.  Wood  .  .  . 
A.  C.  Davidson. 
John  Matthews 
Alex.  J.  McEwen. 

G.  Drewry  .  . 
Wm.  Croft. .  .  . 
Joseph  Ainley. 
A.  J.  Davison 
A.  D.  McRae  . 
J.  Lof thouse .  . 

C.  R.  Reed  .  .  . 
J.  H.  Leach  .  . 

D.  J.  Gillan.. 
J.  G.  Dalgety. 
G.  A.  Jeckell.. 
A.  W.  Richardson 
Wm.  E.  Crawford 
W.  R.  Knowles  .  . 

C.  W.  Cook 

Henry  H.  Gould .  . 
Wm.  H.  Rowe  . .  . 

E.  D.  Harrison  . . 


D.  McPherson 
H.  E.  W.  Tamlyn 
J.  D.  Hamill.... 
H.  S.  McDonald. 
S.  C.  Sharman... 
H.  A.  Harrington 
R.  G.  Carneil 

E.  A.  Hill 

Wm   Burns 

S.  M.  MacDonald 
Geo.  W.  Morrison 
J.  A.  Taylor.  .  . 
Chas.  A.  Leaney 
R.  Y.  Angus... 
W  O.Joyce.... 

J.  W.  Rankin  . 
P.  S.  Ewing 

B.  A.  Herring  . 
John  Ridley    .  . 
Hugh  Macdonald 
L.  A.  la  Pierre.. 

F.  C.  Donald  .  . 

G.  De  Kleinhans 
Jas.  J.  Dunlop. . 
A.  T.  Bristow. 
John  Simpson  . 
Jno.  M.Shaw.M.D 
Thos.  S.  Gilmour 
Geo.  Johnstone 
A.  J.  Brine.  .  .  . 
A.  C.  Shankland 
R.  M.  Napier 
Jno.  F.  Doyle. 
Rev.C.A.Procunier 
Wm.  Babb 

P.  J.  Scott,  M.D 

C.  E.  E.  Parke 
A.  B.  Munro  .  . 
Geo.  W.  Fluker. 
W.  H.   Bick... 

V.  M.  Hare 

J.  W.  Bradley.. 
Wm.J.  J.  Morrison 
Chas.  Sherwin... 
Wm.  Mathison .  . 
J.  A.  Underhill. . 
C.  J.  Ottman  .  .  . 

C.  Parnham  .... 

D.  P.  McDiarmid 
Vernon  Coulter 
Harry  Leeson  ,  , 
Alex.  Weatherhead 

W.  W.  Hill 

Jno.  Wilson .... 
H.  G.  C.  Ledger. 

C.  C.  Reed 

J.  P.  Miller,  jr.... 
Colin  Russel .... 
T.  McCallum  . .  . 
J.  A.  Fairborn.. . 
Albert  S.  Armes. 
C.  D.  Batty 

E.  F.  Lloyd 

C.  S.Dore 

P.  G.  Thomas  . . 
Jno.  McMillan  .  . 
Will  J.  Hill 


74 

41 

66 

69 

101 

114 

118 

84 

329 


70 

231 

113 
53 

185 
57 
68 
84 
67 
51 
68 
61 

113 
72 
35 

189 
94 
87 

140 
90 

100 
60 
70 
29 
72 
57 

121 
63 
57 
84 

169 
54 

107 
44 
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69 
54 
51 
45 
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53 
34 
39 
69 

116 
38 
31 
49 

118 
32 

108 
58 
68 
77 
82 
70 
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72 
47 
65 
73 

101 
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123 
90 

336 
84 
80 
83 

259 

120 
60 

213 
57 
78 
81 
77 
53 
71 
65 

119 
79 
33 

205 
97 

101 

169 

115 

114 
67 
87 
31 
69 
56 
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62 
55 
80 

182 
54 

121 
53 

129 
91 
54 
50 
42 

433 
53 
33 
35 
73 

126 
38 
30 
50 

119 
34 

114 
62 
91 
78 
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No. 

Name  of  Chapter. 

Where  Held. 

Regular  Convocation. 

162 

Third  Thursday 

163 

The  Beaches 

164 

West  Lome 

165 

Third  Friday 

166 

Moose  Mountain 

167 

Midland 

Campbellford 

New   Liskeard 

168 

Second  Thursday 

First  Wednesday 

Second  Tues.  af.  f .m . . . 

169 

170 

Golden  Compass 

171 

Second  Tuesday 

First  Thursday 

172 

173 

174 

Third  Thursday 

175 

The  Hamilton 

Bekah  

Third  Tuesdav 

1176 

177 

Pincher  Creek 

Prince  Rupert 

Calgary 

Estevan 

Battleford 

178 

179 

180 

181 

Battleford 

Third  Thursday 

182 

183 

Rivers 

Third  Friday 

184 

185 

Toronto    

Unity 

186 

Swift  Current 

187 

Connaught 

188 

U.D. 

Fourth  Thursday 

U.D. 

U.D. 

N.  Vancouver 

N.  Vancouver 

Second  Monday 

tNo  Returns. 
*Charter  Surrendered. 
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162 
163 
164 

John  E.  Chisholm 
R.  J.  W.  Barker.. 

D.  F.   Webster.. 
James  Neilson. .  .  . 
G.E.VanBlaricom 

W.  J.  Wigg 

0.  C.Watson, M.D 
W.  J.  Magladery  . 
T.  S   MacLeod.  .. 
J.L.  McKay 

E.  D.  H.  Wilkins. 
Thos.  H.  Hilliar.  . 
Donald  McCallum 

H.  S.  Griffin 

Robt.  Patterson  . 

H.  A.  Gunn 

D.  M.  Moore 

Thomas  Rankin .  . 

J.  S.  Miller: 

W.  C.  Soole 

Fred  Morrison .  .  . 
J.  Partington  .... 

E.J.  Jukes 

Albert  Macoomb  . 
J.  A.  Yager.  . 

G.  W.  Morden  .  .  . 

A.  R.  Yates 

Geo.  J.  Scott 

Robt   Weir 

Chas.  A.  Smith  .  . 

F.  Matthews 

James  Fuller 

John  E.  Harrison. 
W.  F.  Youngblud 

R.  D.  Keefe 

J.A.Humphries.  . 
T.  E.  Armstrong  . 
H.  0.  Partridge .  . 

H.  E.  Hunt 

C.  C.  Bailey 

L.  E.  Yingst 

Wm.  J.  Cook 

W.  F.  McGiverin. 
J.  B.  Sutherland  . 

F.  N.  Rhodes 

C.W.  Peck 

J.  F.  Rogers 

C.  E.  La  Branche 
F.  W.D.Thompson 

S.  C.  Court 

C.  H.  Payne 

John  A.  North . .  . 
J.  R.  Bulmer  .... 
S.  H,  Mitchell  .  .  . 
John  A.  Munro  .  . 
W.J.McCammon.. 
C.  R.  Wentzel 
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43 
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142 
55 
57 
43 
75 
58 
63 
53 
65 
26 
59 
31 
25 
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30 
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35 
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13 
29 
58 

80 
11 
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58 
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11 
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18 
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189 
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53 

196 
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59 
85 
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31 
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67 
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49 
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28 
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t  No  Returns 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  Chapters,  Warranted 159 

Number  of  Chapters,  U.D, . . .' 3 

162 

Number  of  Members,  December  31st,  1911 15,746 

Registrations  '*  1912 1,618 

Joinings  "  "    288 

Restorations  "  "   28 

1,934 

Withdrawals  "  "   300 

Suspensions  "  " 227 

Deaths  "  "   160 

Number  Removed  by  Surrendered  Warrant 10 

697 

Net  Gain 1,237 

Total  Membership,  December  31st,  1912 16,983 

SUSPENSIONS. 

No.     2.  Otto  Gibb,  W.  F.  Alton. 

No.      3.  J.  Henry  Dorman,  Harry  Lewis,  Joseph  Lewis. 

No.      4.  A.   Ross,  John   Stephens,   Wm.    Bourne,   W.    C.   Brown, 

W.  A.  Barclay,  Geo.  A.  Elliott. 
No.      5.  Wilson    Armitage,    C.    R.    Furness,    Arthur   Garthwaite, 

John  R.  Hammond,  Geo.  C.  Phelps. 
No.      6.  Wm.  Gee,  David  C.  James,  Walter  B.  Lumsden,  Jesse  E. 

Magee,  Lauchlan  T.  McDonald. 
No.      7.  Adolphe  J.  Chesney. 
No.      8.  L.    A.    Archambault,    F.    M.    Bell-Smith,    Harry    Gordon 

Beemer,  John  Allen,  Geo.  Edward  Dudley-Jones. 
No.    18.  W.  G.  Clark,  F.  Minnis. 
No.    20.  W.  J.  Hansford,  Edgar  Wm.  Howey,  Joseph  A.  McKee, 

W.  F.  Scott,  Smith  A.  Wheeler. 
No.    22.  S.  D.  Burchill,  Wm.  S.  Connell,  W.  L.  Jackson,  John  T. 

Rosebrook,  Moses  Seed,  H.   G.  Warner,   D.  A.  Dun- 
ham. 
No.    23.  Wm.  V.  Hessey,  James  A.  McDonald,  Geo.  H.  Vail. 
No.    24.  John  S.  Koch. 

No.    26.  Fred.  Alfred  Sweetman,  Clarence  Russell. 
No.    29.  Simeon  W.  Brown,  George  T.  Blackwell,  Levi  B.  Freden- 

burg. 
No.    31.  Robt.  S.  Carter,  James  McLeod. 
No.    32.  Duncan  Kennedy,  John  Blythe,  Bertram  E.  Canniff. 
No.    36.  Fred.  A.   Clarke,   Wm.   Hamilton,  Andrew  Mercer,  W. 

Arthur  Noble. 
No.    40.  Joseph  Robinson,  Wm.  R.  Gow. 
No.    46.  Fred.  S.  Sharp,  Noble  N.  Johnson,  James  Clyde.  Chas.  A. 

Harding. 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,   1913         183 

No.  47.  Geo.  W.  Candle,  H.  Cowans,  Geo.  N.  Ift,  H.  J.  Mel- 
ville, A.  E.  Marshall,  Fred  Quinn. 

No.  52.  Andrew  J.  Norquay,  Jno.  Jas.  McFadden,  Jas.  T.  Black, 
Samuel  N.  McKay,  Robt.  Blackwood,  Roy  Sweeney, 
Harry  E.  Bell.  Oscar  P.  Robb,  Thomas  Sharpe,  Ernest 
Geisere,  Jno.  C.  Sampson,  Norman  Emeler,  Alex.  J. 
McKay,  R.  S.  Finklestine,  Norman  B.  Dack,  Chas.  E. 
Burnyeat,  Geo.  Hinners,  Max  Hayden,  James  C.  Gib- 
son, Wm.  E.  Campbell,  Wm.  A.  Taylor,  Bert  Ken- 
aston,  Jas.  Dingwall,  Walter  Perrin,  Wm.  Ferguson. 

No.    53.  R.  C.  Manwick. 

No.    54.  Hiram  Clark  Allen,  Austin  F.  Thayer. 

No.  59.  Alfred  H.  Gilham,  Edward  B.  Mott,  Richard  J.  Green, 
E.  V.  Halloday. 

No.   62.  John  Wilson  Siddall. 

No.  64.  Hiram  Chambers,  Dr.  A.  B.  Cook,  F.  C.  Willson,  Caleb 
Swayze,  E.  P.  Robins,  George  A.  Swayze,  Hugh  A. 
Rose,  Jr.,  Wm.  W.  Wilson,  Jos.'Keins,  Jr. 

No.   66.  Wm.  J.  Ross,  John  Ireland. 

No.    72.     Frank  Thompson,  Joseph  A.  Warren. 

No.    73.  Hugh  Furgeson. 

No.    75.  Jas.  Robert  McKinney. 

No.  76.  T.  E.  Priestman,  W.  Sweet,  W.  L.  Schwab,  J.  W.  Coul- 
ter, J.  C.  Rothery. 

No.  77.  Johnstone  Brown,  Frank  C.  Ellis,  Reg.  Geo.  Jones,  Paul 
McKellar,  Geo.  W.  Nagar,  Ernest  E.  White. 

No.  79.  Wm.  Bam,  Thos.  Graydon,  W.  H.  Hough,  John  Jolly, 
E.  G.  Murphy,  W.  G.  Pearce. 

No.  82.  James  N.  Boddy,  J.  T.  Larzen,  Fred.  A.  Fair,  Neil  Mc- 
Nabb,  John  Newsome,  Alex.  G.  Smith,  E.  W.  Par- 
sons, Samuel  John  Schultie. 

No.    86.  Wm.  C.  W.  Burns,  Fred.  A.  Mott. 

No.    90.  Thos.  Wm.  Saul,  Wm.  Earl  Robertson. 

No.  91.  Geo.  W.  Boughton,  Wm.  J.  Bradley,  Chas.  W.  O'Neill, 
Harry  Clifford,  Geo.  E.  Charles,  J.  Y.  Eagan,  Bernard 
C.  Elliott,  A.  W.  Johnston. 

No.  98.  Herbert  H.  Bates,  George  Scott  Dutcher,  Charles  Mott, 
John  Alexander  Mackae. 

No.  100.  Edward  B.  Moles,  Victor  F.  Smicaidi. 

No.  112.  P.  C.  Casselman. 

No.  113.  Francis  Bissett,  Arthur  Francis  McLawrin,  John  C. 
Milligan. 

No.  114.  Donald  S.  Stewart. 

No.  117.  Michael  Setler,  Eugene  W.  Tuerk,  Charles  S.  Carrick. 

No.  120.  Jacob  Dover. 

No.  132.  A.  P.  Russell,  J.  M.  L.  Watt,  Thos.  B.  Rhodes,  Wm. 
Tinney,  Philip  Shear,  Jas.  D.  Boucher,  J.  C.  Shortell, 
Wm.  P.  Bradley. 
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No.  133.  Harry  S.  McNeil,  E.  H.  Whitworth,  W.  J.  Boyd,  H.  C. 

G.  Watson. 
No.  135.  Charles  E.  Jameson. 
No.  138.  John  Gartshore,  Samuel  H.  Cutts,  Fred.  A.  Brown,  Wm. 

H.  Cook. 

No.  140.  John  S.  Fraser,  George  J.  Toombs,  Wm.  Turner,  Wm. 

Bradley. 
No.  141.  Charles  W.  Seeley. 
No.  144.  Harry  J.  Fife,  Robert  J.  Carter. 
No.  146.  Alexander  Hassard,  J.  C.  Clark. 
No.  147.  H.  G.  Armstrong. 
No.  148.  Arthur    N.    Cheney,    Angus    Campbell,    John    Sherman, 

S.   E.    McGibbon,   Wm.    R.    Montgomery,    C.   A.    Mc- 

Nown. 
No.  150.  F.  J.  Darch,  S.  F.  Glass,  B.  J.  Wartteg,  Thos.  Walker. 
No.  152.  Lionel  O.  Revell,  Arthur  H.  Carr,  Arthur  W.  Swinson. 
No.  154.  Wm.  P.  Brayton. 
No.  158.  Dawson  May,  Alfred  George  Nedham,  Thomas  Charles 

Jackson. 
No.  159.  Clyde  W.  Moore,  Arthur  Geo.  Thompson. 
No.  165.  T.  Skerralt,  Harry  L.  Bowness,  James  W.  Crane,  Jason 

Graham,  Alex.  McCulloch,  Frank  C.  Sheraton,  A.  C. 

Adamson,    George    P.    Gibbons,    Ingriffi    D.    Carson, 

Bennie  Tait. 

RESTORATIONS. 

No.      2.  Wm.  Unklater. 

No.      6.  Roderick  George  Calder. 

No.     7.  James  H.  Thompson,  Herbert  T.  Carr,  Edwin  T.  Austin. 

No.    15.  A.  E.  Kaiser. 

No.    18.  A.  McBeth. 

No.    36.  Philander  G.  A.  McCargar. 

No.    37.  Wm.  Richard  Pethick,  M.  John  O'Brien. 

No.    54.  John  S.  Sikinson. 

No.    56.  Wm.  Bethune,  J.  W.  Marshall,  J.  W.  Redfern. 

No.    70.  Anson  George  Burke. 

No.    72.  Lucas  Vanallen. 

No.    76.  Geo.  Ryckman,  Geo.  E.  Foster. 

No.    77.  Chas.  Joseph  Barker. 

No.   82.  Wm.  Williamson. 

No.   91.  Chas.  W.  O'Neill. 

No.  102.  Ronald  McPhee. 

No.  103.  Milton  Carr. 

No.  121.  Alfred  D.  Wright. 

No.  133.  Harry  S.  McNeil,  W.  J.  Boyd. 

No.  145.  H.  C.  Wahl. 

No.  154.  D.  M.  Stirton. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

lamb  ©aglor 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

CENTRAL  DISTRICT,  No.  11—1889-90 


Grand  Representative — West  Virginia 


DIED   25th   AUGUST,    1912 


OTTAWA,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

NIAGARA   DISTRICT,    No.    7—1903-4 


Grand  Representative — New  Jersey 


DIED   29th    DECEMBER,    1912 


NIAGARA,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

ijarrg  titarkman 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

MANITOBA   DISTRICT   No.   15—1906-7 


DIED   18th   OCTOBER,   1912 


WINNIPEG,   MAN. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

Allan  Qkmerott,  ULB. 

PAST   GRAND   REGISTRAR-1902 


Grand  Representative — Georgia 


DIED  6th   SEPTEMBER,   1912 


OWEN   SOUND,   ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 


Sutler  5C.  Urn-ion 

PAST  GRAND   PRINCIPAL   SOJOURNER— 1899 


DIED   2nd    FEBRUARY,    1912 


OSHAWA,   ONT. 


V.  E.  COMPANION 


PAST   GRAND   ASSISTANT    SOJOURNER- 1900 


DIED    10th  JULY,   1912 


TORONTO,   ONT. 
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V.  E.  COMPANION 

Uttltam  A.  SCarn 

PAST   GRAND    ASSISTANT    SOJOURNER— 1895 


DIED  4th  JANUARY,    1912 


WOODSTOCK,  ONT. 
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leatlja 

No. 

1. 

Smith   Clixlev,    April  20,    1912;   John   Hewton, 
March  26,    1912;   Wm.   McCartney,  July  24, 
1912;  Alex.  T.  McLeod,  May  24,  1912;  Geo. 
E.  Thornton,  Feb.  12,  1912. 

No. 

2. 

Wm.  S.  Dodds,  March  16,  1912;  Wm.  Tocher, 
July  5,  1912;  Harry  Crawford,  July  22,  1912; 
Henry  Harding,  Nov.  7,  1912. 

No. 

3. 

James  A.   Butler,  Aug.   1,   1912;  James  Dunn, 
Nov.  17,  1912. 

No. 

4. 

Spencer    Love,    July    10,    1912;    Peter    Arnot, 
Aug.    12,    1912;   A.   H.    Stinson,   Oct.,    1912; 
J.  S.  Boyd,  July  10,  1912. 

No. 

5. 

James    Jefferies,    Sept.,    1912;    J.    A.    Hellern, 
Aug.,  1912;  Chas.  W.  Sheldon,  March,  1912. 

No. 

6. 

James  B.  Houlden,  Feb.  23,  1912;  David  Dex- 
ter,  April  2,    1912;    E.   J.   Moore,   Aug.    10, 
1912;   Wm.  Holmes,  Sept.  11,  1912;  Joseph 
Hopkins,  Nov.  10,  1912;  Wm.  Tocher,  July 
4,  1912. 

No. 

7. 

Frederick  R.  Lingham,  March  31,  1912. 

No. 

8. 

W.    H.    Pomeroy.    1907;    Henry    Curtis,    1907; 
Sam    Davison,    1906;    Joseph    Purvis,    1905; 
Robert  Allis,  May,  1912;  Major  W.  Parsons, 
February,  1912;  Sam  Wilkinson,  May,  1912; 
W.  I.  Thompson,  June,  1912. 

No. 

15. 

A.    E.    Savage,    June    12,    1912;    Michael    Iron- 
sides, Nov.  9,  1912. 

No. 

18. 

Wrm.  A.  Karn,  Jan.  4,  1912. 

No. 

19. 

Fred  A.   Goring,  Feb.  3,  1912;  A.  McClenchv, 
Oct.  2,  1912. 

No. 

20. 

Nelson   W.    Pursell,   Feb.   6,    1912;    John   Wm. 
Matthews,  Oct.  22,  1912. 

ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,   1913         191 


S^affys 

No. 

22. 

M.    J.    McClelland,    Jan.    12,    1912;    Isaac    W. 
Plumbe,    Feb.   5,    1912;    Henry   W.    Bennett, 
Dec.  28,  1912. 

No. 

23. 

James   Fisher,   Jan.    11,    1912;    Geo.   A.    Upper, 
Nov.  16,  1912;  Joseph  G.  Bottomly,  Dec.  29, 
1912. 

No. 

24. 

James  I.  Moore,  Jan.  5,  1912. 

No. 

27. 

Miles  McDonald,  July  4,  1912. 

No. 

28. 

Luther  K.  Murton,  Feb.  2,  1912;  Wm.  J.  Adair, 
Feb.    14,    1912;    John    T.    Gorgue,    April    10, 
1912. 

No. 

29. 

Frederick  M.  Waines,  1912. 

No. 

30. 

James  W.  Green,  Jan.  18,  1912. 

No. 

31. 

Dr.  John  W.  Wright,  Feb.  29,  1912;  Horatio  N. 
Babbitt,  March  2,  1912. 

No. 

32. 

Henry  S.  Howell,  Aug.  6,  1912. 

No. 

34. 

Charles    B.   Johnson,   Feb   2,    1912;    Wm   Ken- 
nedy, Jan  1,  1913. 

No. 

36. 

Robert  Maitland  Roy,  Jan.  20,  1912. 

No. 

37. 

Thomas  Tuer,  Nov.  5,  1912. 

No. 

40. 

Chas.  W.  Walker,  Oct.  4,  1912;  Joseph  Shaw, 
June  27,  1912. 

No. 

44. 

James  Woodhams,  Dec.  13,  1912. 

No. 

47. 

Frank    Drewrey,    Sept.    14,    1912;    Wm.    Ball, 
Dec.  24,  1912. 

No. 

48. 

Frederick  Metcalf,  Dec.  21,  1912. 

No. 

50. 

Wm.  Farquharson,  June  15,  1912;  John  Grain- 
ger, June  21,  1912. 
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No.  52.  Wm.  Alsip,  June  23,  1912;  Donald  McDonald, 
Aug.  8,  1912;  Harry  B.  Marshall.  May  15, 
1912;  R.  J.  Fursman,  Sept.  30,  1912;  Gus 
Johnson,  Oct.  8,  1912;  Harry  Cockman,  Oct. 
18,  1912;  Frederick  G.  Andrews.  Nov.  11, 
1912. 

No.  53.  R.  G.  Denham,  Ftb.  10.  1912;  H.  Mann,  Feb.  16, 
1912;  E.  Drader,  Nov.  19,  1912. 

No.    54.  A.  A.  McCrimmon,  Jan.  24,  1912. 

No.    55.  Thomas  Frederick  Best,  March  30,  1912. 

No.  56.  N.  L.  Wilson,  March  15,  1912;  J.  E.  Buchanan, 
May  20,  1912;  T.  L.  Slaght,  June  1,  1912; 
W.  C.  Scott,  Aug.  1,  1912;  Allan  Cameron, 
Sept.  6,  1912. 

No.    58.  Robert    George    Scott.    Sept.    13,    1912;    Walter 

Wm.  Mitchell,  Sept.  30.  1912. 
No.    61.  A.  F.  Shearn,  Jan.  4th,  1912. 
No.    62.  Fred.  W.  Goulding,  Sept.  11,  1912. 

No.  63.  Wm.  R.  Brick,  Aug.  4,  1912;  Jas.  G.  Walker. 
May  8,  1912. 

No.    64.  Robert  Moore,  Sept.,  1912. 

No.  65.  James  D.  Thorburn,  March  26,  1912;  John 
Hooper  Eddis.  Oct.  16,  1912;  Fred.  W.  Flett. 
May  17.  1912;  Loran  L.  Palmer.  March  4, 
1912;  John  A.  McKee,  Nov.  18,  1912. 

No.    66.  James  Young,  Aug.  1.  1894. 
No.    68.  Alfred    A.    Chapman.    Dec.   30.    1911;    Wm.    J. 
Johnson,  May  29,  1912. 

No.    70.  James  Hall,  Sept.  5,  1912. 
No.    72.  George  Cotton,  July  19.  1912. 
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ieatljs 

No. 

75. 

Wm.    Henry    Howes,    April    19,    1912;    Alfred 
James  Belt,  Jan.  29,  1912. 

No. 

76. 

G.  H.  Clark,  March  26,  1912. 

No. 

77. 

Jacob  H.  Bennett,  Jan.  11,  1912;  Wm.  L.  Outh- 
waite,  Jan.   13,   1912;   Wm.  Penny,  April  16, 
1912. 

No. 

78. 

Hector    Currie,    Feb.    2,    1911;    William    Caw, 
Dec.  17,  1911;  Joseph  E.  Westcott,  Sept.  1, 
1912;    Neil    McLean,    July,    1912;    Wm.    H. 

.     Witty,  May  1,  1912. 

No. 

80. 

Frank  Brown,  Jan.  20,  1912;  Thomas  Vollans, 
Nov.  17,  1912. 

No. 

83. 

E.  J.  Ellis,  June  28,  1912. 

No. 

86. 

John  D.  McGee,  April  8,  1912;  J.  Frank  Dun- 
can, Nov.  16,  1912. 

No. 

88. 

D.  V.  Hicks,  Dec.  25,  1911. 

No. 

94. 

Robert  Alex.  Sanderson,  Aug.   18,  1912. 

No. 

98. 

Henry   G.    Finnes-Clinton,    Feb.,    1912 ;    George 
E.  Magee,  Aug.,  1912;  Alfred  Penzer,  Oct., 
1912;  Marshall  Roblin  Winn,  1912. 

No. 

99. 

Wm.  White  Miller,  Nov.  21,  1912. 

No. 

100. 

Clayton  C.  Copeland,  March  9,  1912. 

No. 

101. 

James  Gray,  May  28.  1912. 

No. 

102. 

Richard  Proctor,  July  2,   1912;   David   Findlay, 
April  6,  1912. 

No. 

110. 

Franklin  Glover,  Feb.  12,  1912. 

No. 

113. 

Edward  C.  Robertson,  May  27,  1912. 

No. 

114. 

Archibald  Hood,  Dec.  31.  1911;  John  Hay,  Oct. 
18,  1912. 

M 
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» 

SeailjB 

No. 

116. 

John  C.  Anderson,   March  8,   1912;   Daniel 

A. 

Muirhead,  July  22,  1912. 

No. 

119. 

Thos.  Quick,  Feb.  10,  1912. 

No.  120. 

John  McNeil,  June  21,  1912. 

No. 

121. 

Arthur  Edward  Gibbs,  Feb.  14,  1912. 

No. 

122. 

Edward  C.  Warren,  July  4,  1912. 

No. 

123. 

Rev.   Thomas   Blaylock,  May   17,   1912;   Archi- 

bald B.  Docksteader,  Oct.  30,  1912. 

, 

No.  125. 

John  P.  Larsen,  July  8,  1912. 

No. 

130. 

Constant  R.  Vanstone,  Jan.  12,  1912. 

No. 

132. 

George  Peck,  July  20,  1912 ;  John  B. 

Robinson, 

March   23,    1912;    Jonathan    Nunn, 

Aug. 

19, 

1912;  Alex.  C.  Watt,  Oct.  12,  1912 

No. 

134. 

Edward  Sutherland,  Jan.  16,  1912. 

No. 

135. 

Douglas     Adams,     Aug.     15,     1912; 

Ambrose 

Doble,  Sept.  20,  1912. 

No 

144. 

Robert  N.  Huffman,  April  15,  1912. 

No 

145. 

Geo.  M.  Johnston,  May  5,  1912. 

No 

147. 

Angus  B.  McLeod,  May  24,  1912. 

No 

149. 

A.  A.  McCrimmon,  Jan.  23,  1912. 

No 

150. 

John  Agar,  Oct.  14,  1912. 

No 

156. 

Francis  George  Lewis,  July  29,  1912. 

No.  158. 

John  Harrison  Cheney,  Nov.  21,  1912 

No 

159. 

Wm.  Allan  Cornwall,  Oct.  14,  1912. 

No 

160. 

Wm.  B.  Goodfellow,  May,  1912. 

No 

165. 

Robin  Lewis  Hood,  Aug.  11,  1912. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  Kingston,  Grand  EL,  President. 

BY  VIRTUE  OF  OFFICE. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  Hendry,  Jr Kingston 

"        J.  Ross  Robertson  Toronto 

J.  E.  Harding  Lindsay 

Michael  Walsh   Ingersoll 

"        "        Wm.  G.  Reid Hamilton 

Wm.  Gibson Beamsville 

Abraham   Shaw    Kingston 

"        John   Leslie    Winnipeg 

"         "         George  Moore   Hamilton 

"        "        F.  W.  Harcourt .Toronto 

Daniel  F.  Macwatt,  Grand  Z Sarnia 

"         "         H.  Robertson   Collingwood 

"        "         Harry  H.  Watson    Vancouver 

R.  E.     "        A.  S.  Gorrell,  Grand  J Regina 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  Y.  Dixon,  Amherstburg  St.  Clair        Dist.  No.  1 

Frederick  Palmer,  London  London  2 

"        "        W.  O.  Edwards,  Ingersoll  Wilson  3 

W.  G.  Stephenson,  Guelph  Wellington  "        4 

W.  O.  Joyce,  Oakville  Hamilton  5 

Louis  C.  Jackson,  Seaforth  Huron  6 

"         "        J.  DeW.  Randall,  Niagara  Niagara  "        7 

T.  J.  R.  Dewar,  Toronto  Toronto  "        8 

Fred  W.  Otton,  Barrie  Georgian  "        9 

E.  J.  Free,  Campbellford  Ontario  "       10 

G.  T.  Walters,  Napanee  Pr.  Edward  "       11 

"        "         Chas.  J.  Hamilton,  Corn- 

•    wall  St.  Lawrence  "       12 
Clark  Nicholls,  Smith's 

Falls  Ottawa  "      13 

"        Geo.  A.  Grant,  Ft.  William  Algoma  "      14 
"        "        Chas.  Stewart,  Portage  la 

Prairie  Manitoba  E.  "       15 

G.  A.  Coulter,  Hartney  Manitoba  W.  "       15a 

John  H.  Roaf,  Vancouver  Brit.  Columbia      "       16 

"        Jas.  J.  Dunlop,  Edmonton  Alberta  N.  "       17 
"        "        Arthur  C.  Kemmis,  Pincher 

Creek  Alberta  S.  "       17a 
R.  L.  T.  Galbraith,  Fort 

Steele  Kootenay  "      18 

R.  E.  Plewman,  Rossland  Okanagan  "       18a 
Thos.  Robertson,  Prince 

Albert  Saskatchewan  N.  "       19 
Richard  D.  Morton,  Sinta- 

luta  Saskatchewan  S.  "      19a 

"        "        Richard  Dorsett,  Sudbury  New  Ontario  "      20 
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EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS. 

R.E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto Grand  Scribe  E. 

John  Sinclair,  Petrolia Grand  Scribe  N. 

ELECTED  BY  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.   Toner Collingwood 

D.  H.  Mcintosh,  M.D Carleton  Place 

A.  T.  Freed Hamilton 

Henry  T.   Smith Toronto 

K.  J.   Dunstan Toronto 

APPOINTED  BY  GRAND  Z. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White   Toronto 

Richard  H.  Spencer Trenton 

C.  W.  Haentschel,   M.D Haileybury 

Wm.  Forbes   Grimsby 

John   Graham    London 

SUB-COMMITTEES. 

GRAND  Z.'S   ADDRESS. 

M.  E.  Comps.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Chairman;  J.  E.  Harding, 
R.  Hendry,  Jr.,  M.  Walsh,  W.  G.  Reid,  Wm.  Gibson,  A.  Shaw, 
John  Leslie,  Geo.  Moore,  F.  W.  Harcourt,  H.  Robertson  and 
H.  H.  Watson. 

BENEVOLENCE. 

M.  E.  Comps.  J.  E.  Harding,  Chairman ;  J.  Ross  Robertson, 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon. 

AUDIT  AND   FINANCE. 

R.  E.  Comps.  H.  T.  Smith.  Chairman;  C.  Y.  Dixon,  A.  G. 
Stephenson,  W.  O.  Joyce.  T.  J.  R.  Dewar,  R.  H.  Spencer,  J.  H. 
Roaf,  J.  DeW.  Randall,  E.  J.  Free,  Clark  Nicholls,  G.  A.  Grant. 

GRIEVANCES    AND   APPEALS. 

R.  E.  Comps.  K.  J.  Dunstan,  Chairman ;  C.  J.  Hamilton,  G.  T. 
Walters,  F.  W.  Otton,  L.  C.  Jackson,  J.  J.  Dunlop,  A.  C.  Kemmis, 
A.  S.  Gorrell,  F.  Palmer,  W.  O.  Edwards,  A.  T.  Freed. 

WARRANTS. 

R.  E.  Comps.  William  Forbes,  Chairman  ;  C.  Stewart.  R.  E. 
Plewman,  G.  A.  Coulter,  R.  L.  T.  Galbraith,  T.  Robertson,  R.  D. 
Morton,  W.  T.  Toner,  John  Graham. 

CONDITION    OF    CAPITULAR    MASONRY. 

R.  E.  Comps.  Aubrey  White,  Chairman ;  D.  H.  Mcintosh, 
John  Sinclair,  C.  W.  Haentschel,  R.  Dorsett,  K.  J.  Dunstan. 

FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Chairman. 
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ST.    CLAIR    DISTRICT,    NO.    I. 


Grand   Superintendent  —  R.    E.    Comp.  Chas.  Y,   Dixon, 
Amherstburg. 

No.  No. 


47,  Wellington Chatham 

71,  Pr.  of  Wales.  ..Amherstburg 

73,  Erie Ridgetown 

80,  Ark Windsor 


88,  MacNabb Dresden 

119,  King  Cyrus.  .  Leamington 
164,  Lome West  Lome 


LONDON    DISTRICT,    NO.    2. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  Frederick  Palmer,  London. 


No. 

3,  St.  John's London 

5,  St.  George's London 

15,  Wawanosh Sarnia 

53,  Bruce Petrolia 

54,  Palestine St.  Thomas 


No. 

74,  Beaver Strathroy 

78,  Minnewawa Parkhill 

8 1 ,  Aylmer Aylmer 

1 50,  London London 

1 53,  Sombra Sombra 


WILSON    DISTRICT,    NO.    3. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  O.  Edwards,  Ingersoll 

No.  No. 

18,  Oxford Woodstock       41,  Harris Ingersoll 

20,  Mount  Horeb Brantford     115,  Brant. Paris 

23,  Ezra Simcoe 


WELLINGTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    4. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  G.  Stephenson,  Guelph 


No. 

32,  Waterloo Gait 

40,  Guelph Guelph 

67,  Enterprise Harriston 


No. 

8^,  Ionic Orangeville 

117,  Berlin Berlin 


HAMILTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    5. 

Grand    Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.   W.  O.  Joyce,  Oakville. 


No. 

2,  The  Hiram Hamilton 

6,  St.  John's Hamilton 

5,  St.  Clair Milton 


No. 

104,  White  Oak Oakville 

155,  Ancaster Ancaster 

175,  The  Hamilton.  ..Hamilton 
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HURON    DISTRICT,    NO.    6. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  Louis  C.  Jackson,  Seaforth 


No. 

24,  Tecumseh Stratford 

30,  Huron Goderich 

46,  St.  James St.  Mary's 

50,  Saugeen Walkerton 

63,  Havelock Kincardine 

66,  The  Malloch Seaforth 


No. 
84,  Lebanon Wingham 

129,  Elliot Mitchell 

130,  Chantry. . .  .Southampton 

146,  Bernard Listowel 

147,  Lucknow Lucknow 


NIAGARA    DISTRICT,    NO.    7. 


Grand  Superintendent- 


No. 

19,  Mt.  Moriah..  .St. Catharines 

29,  McCallum Dunnville 

55,  Niagara Niagara 

57,  King  Hiram. ..  Pt.  Colborne 


R.  E    Comp.  J.  De  W.  Randall, 

Niagara. 
No. 

64,  Willson Welland 

69,  Grimsby Grimsby 

76,  Mt.  Nebo Niagara  Falls 

84,  Hugh  Murray. . .  Bridgeburg 


TORONTO    DISTRICT,    NO      8. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  T.  J.  R.  Dewar,  Toronto. 


No. 

4,  St.  Andrew's  and 

St.  John's Toronto 

8,  King  Solomon's.  .  .Toronto 

60,  Doric Newmarket 

62,  York Eglinton 

65,  St.  Paul's Toronto 

77,  Occident Toronto 


No. 

79,  Orient Toronto 

91,  Antiquity Toronto 

135,  Succoth Uxbridge 

138,  Shekinah.  .West  Toronto 
145,  The  St.  Patrick. .  .Toronto 
163,  The  Beaches  ....  Toronto 
185,  Toronto Toronto 


GEORGIAN    DISTRICT,    NO.    9. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  Fred.  W.  Otton,  Barrie. 


No. 

27,  Manitou Collingwood 

34,  Signet Barrie 

56,  Georgian Owen  Sound 

70,  Grand  River.  ..Bracebridge 


No. 
86,  Macpherson  ....  .Meaford 

131,  Amabel Wiarton 

167,  Kichikewana  . .  .  .Midland 


ONTARIO    DISTRICT,    NO.     IO. 


Grand   Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  E.  J.  Free,  Campbellford. 


No. 

28,  Pentalpha Oshawa 

35,  Keystone ,. Whitby 

36,  Corinthian Peterboro' 

37,  Victoria Port  Hope 

45,  Excelsior Colborne 

48,  St.  John's Cobourg 


No. 

94,  Midland Lindsay 

1 10,  Warkworth .  .  .Warkworth 
134,  King  Darius  .  .Cannington 
139,  St. Andrew's  . .  .  .Havelock 

144,  Presqu'Isle Brighton 

168,  Ionic Campbellford 
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PRINCE    EDWARD    DISTRICT 

Grand  Superintendent 
No. 

7,  The  Moira Belleville 

26,  St.  Mark's Trenton 

31,  Prince  Edward Picton 

ST.    LAWRENCE    DISTRICT, 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.Comp.  Chas.  J.  Hamilton,  Cornwall 


R.  E.  Comp.  G.  T.  Walters,  Napanee 

No. 

44,  Mount  Sinai Napanee 

72,  Keystone. .-' Stirling 

161,  Madoc Madoc 

no.   12. 


No. 
1,  Ancient  Frontenac  and 

Cataraqui Kingston 

22,  Grenville Prescott 

59,  Sussex Brockville 

68,  Maitland N.  Augusta 


No. 

100,  St. Lawrence.  ..  .Brockville 

112,  St.  John's Morrisburg 

113,  Covenant Cornwall 

132,  Leeds Gananoque 


OTTAWA    DISTRICT,    NO.     13. 


Grand  Superintendent 

No. 

16,  Carleton Ottawa 

61,  Granite Almonte 

114,  Bonnechere Renfrew 

116,  Maple Carleton  PI. 


R.E.Comp.  Clark  Nicholls,  Smith's  Falls 
No. 
133,  St.  Francis...  Smith's  Falls 

143,  Glengarry Maxville 

148,  St.  John's..  .VankleekHill 
151,  Laurent  ian Pembroke 


ALGOMA    DISTRICT,    NO.    14. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  George  A.  Grant, 
Fort  William. 
No. 


149,  Atwood Rainy  River 

152,  Alberton Ft.  Frances 


No. 

82,  Shuniah Port  Arthur 

90,  Golden Kenora 

140,  Ft.  William. .  .Ft.  William 

MANITOBA    E.   DISTRICT,    NO.    15. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  Stewart, 
Portage  la  Prairie. 


No. 

171,  Rabboni Dauphin 

187,  Connaught ....  .Winnipeg 


No. 

52,   Pr.  Rupert Winnipeg 

99,  Keystone.  .Po'ge  la  Prairie 
136,   King  Edward.. . .  •  Neepawa 

MANITOBA   W.    DISTRICT,    NO.     15a. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E-  Comp.  G.  A.  Coulter,  Hartney. 


No. 


No. 


1 56,  Avondale Hartney 

183,  Mount  Sinai Rivers 


10 1,  Corinthian Boissevain 

141,  Keystone Brandon 

BRITISH     COLUMBIA    DISTRICT,    NO.    16. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  John  H.  Roaf,  Vancouver 
No. 
98,  Vancouver. . .  .Vancouver 
124,  Westm'ster,  N.Westm'ter 
127,  Keystone Nanaimo 


142,  Cyrus Cumberland 


No. 

178,  Kaien Prince  Rupert 

182,  Camosun.    Victoria 

UD  Pacific Vancouver 

UD  N.Vancouver  N.Vancouver 
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ALBERTA    N.    DISTRICT,    NO.     1 7. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  J.  Dunlop,  Edmonton 


No. 

106,  Alberta Calgary 

118,  North  Star  .  .  .Edmonton 
172,  Mount  Horeb  .Wetaskiwin 


No. 

179,  Otuskwan Calgary 

188,  Bow  Valley Gleichen 

UD  Calgary Calgary 

ALBERTA    S.    DISTRICT,    NO.     17a 


Grand  Superintendent.  .  R    E.  Comp.    Arthur  C.  Kemmis, 
Pincher  Creek. 


No. 

126,  Assiniboia.  .Medicine Hat 

158,  Shekinah   Lethb ridge 

159,  Golden  West, High  River 


No. 

176,  Bekah Macleod 


177,  Kether 


KOOTENAY    DISTRICT,    NO.    18. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.   E.    Comp.  R.  L. 
Fort  Steele. 


Pincher  Creek 


T.    Galbraith, 


No. 

120,  Kootenay Kaslo 

123,  Nelson Nelson 


No. 

125,  RockyMount'n.Cranbrook 

137,  Crow's  Nest Fernie 


OKANAGAN    DISTRICT,    NO.     1 8a. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  R.  E.  Plewman,    Rossland. 


No. 

122,  Rossland Rossland 

128,  Revelstoke Revelstoke 


No. 

157,  Okanagan Vernon 

174,  Boundary.  .  ..Grand  Forks 


SASKATCHEWAN    N.    DISTRICT,    NO.    19 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.   Thos.  Robertson, 
Prince  Albert. 
No. 


81,  Battleford Battleford 


No. 

160,  Prince  Albert.  .Pr.  Albert 

165,  Saskatoon Saskatoon 

SASKATCHEWAN    S.    DISTRICT,    NO.     19a. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.Comp.  Richard  D.  Morton, Sintaluta 


No. 

121,   Wascana Regina 

162,   Moosejaw Moosejaw 

166,  Moose  Mountain. .  .  .Areola 
170,  Golden  Compass.. Sintaluta' 

NEW   ONTARIO   DISTRICT,    NO.   20 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.Comp.  Richard  Dorsett,  Sudbury, 


Xo. 

173,  Weyburn Weybi  rn 

180,  Erevan Estevan 

186,  Unity Swift  Current 


No. 

103,   St.  John's North  Bay 

169,  Temiskaming.  New  Liskeard 


No. 

58,   Pembroke Mattawa 

95,   Tuscan Sudbury 

102,  Algonquin. Sault  Ste. Marie 

UNATTACHED. 

Acting-Grand  Superintendent — V. E.Comp.  John  Black,  Dawson. 

No. 

154,  Klondike Dawson,  Y.  T. 
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GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES 

AT  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


Grand  Chapters. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Toronto 

Hamilton. 

Kenora. 

Barrie. 

Belleville. 

Kingston . 

Regina. 

Toronto 

Guelph. 

Grimsby. 

Stratford . 

Toronto. 

Toronto. 

Hamilton. 

Toronto . 

Kingston . 

Toronto . 

St.  Catharines 

Lindsay. 

London. 

Kaslo . 

Beamsville. 

Trenton. 

Brockville. 

Kingston. 

Toronto. 

Winnipeg. 

Toronto . 

Winnipeg. 

Hamilton. 

Berlin. 

Kent  Bridge 

Toronto . 

Hamilton 

Sarnia. 

Ingersoll. 

Toronto. 

Collingwood. 

London. 

Vancouver. 

Toronto . 

Toronto . 

Hamilton. 

Toronto . 

Hamilton. 

Milton. 

Woodstock. 
Fort  William. 

William  Birrell 

T.  W.  Chappie 

Arthur  McGinnis 

J.  M.  Shaw,  M.D 

Geo   F.  Shepley 

Florida 

Richard  Mahoney 

George  Waugh 

C.  W.  Postlethwaite 

Henry  T.  Smith. . 

Robert  Hendry,  Jr 

R.  G.  W.  Conolly.. . 

E.  E.  Chipman 

W.  H.  Mowat 

New  Brunswick.. ... 
New  Hampshire 

W.  S.  R.  Murch 

J.  Ross  Robertson 

New  South  Wales 

Aubrey  White 

Wm.  G.  Bell 

Ohio 

Hugh    A.    MacKay 

Ed.  Worth 

Fred  W.  Harcourt 

Donald  McPhie 

D.  F.  Macwatt 

J.  K.  Kerr 

W.  T.  Toner 

South  Dakota 

H.  H.  Watson..  . 

E.  T.  Malone. .  .  . 

W.  G.  Reid 

A.  T.  Freed 

Wyoming    

J.  T.  Hollinshead 
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Grand  Chapters. 

Name. 

Residence 

Arkansas 

Jeff  L.  Davis 

Roland  E.  Hartley 

Lawrence  N.  Greenleaf 

Geo.  N.  Delap 

Fayetteville. 

Chas.  M.  Baird .  . 

Wilmington 
Washington. 

Chaj   F.  Filer 

J.  A.  Walton 

Wm.  R.  Hamilton 

Silver  City 

Herman  Grossman 

Thos.  R.  Marshall 

Peru 

Dublin. 

Harry  F.  White 

Topeka. 

H.  R.  French 

Winfield  S.  Hinkley 

J.  M.  Carter 

Massachusetts 

Richard  N.  Atwood 

Andrew  P.  Swanstrom  .... 

Boston. 
St.  Paul. 

Thos.  R.  Morrow 

Nebraska 

Oscar  R.  Allan    

Frank  Bell 

Omaha. 

Frank  R.  Marston 

Godfrey  Pittis 

New  Hampshire 

Farmington. 

A   P   Gribben  .  . 

Sydney 

Edward  B.  Cantine 

Robert   Fletcher 

Ohio 

Ralph  R.  Rickly 

Donald  McKay 

Will  H.  Whyte 

P.O.Box  3207,  Mont- 

W.  R.  Greene 

Chas.  Maule  Ramsay 

Wm.  W.  Wannamaker 

Texas 

W.  A.  Scott 

Floresville. 

C.  W.  Whitcomb 

E.  L.  Guey 

Norfolk. 

Nathan  S.  Porter 

Perth . 

Wheeling. 

A.  J.  Wallace 

Geo.  C.  Rafter 

N.B. — The  Grand   Chapters  of   Michigan,   Montana    and     New     Mexico 
do  not  exchange  representatives 
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State 

Name. 

Residence. 

George  A.  Beauchamp 

George  J.  Roskruge 

John  C.  Bone    

Montgomery 

Charles  H.  Jacobson 

District  of  Columbia. 

Arvine  W.  Johnston 

Sir  Ed.  Letch  worth 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

Washington.    W.C 
F.M.H.,  London 

William  A.  Wolihin 

Geo.  W.  Warvelle 

Calvin  W.  Prather 

Hy.  E.  Flavelle 

Albert  K.  Wilson 

F.M.H.,  Dublin 

H.  R.  French 

Mt.  Sterling 

John  H.  Miller 

Michigan 

St.  Paul. 

Frederic  Gordon  Speed 

Robert  F.  Stevenson 

Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr 

Francis  E.  White 

Vicksburg. 
St.  Louis. 

Edward  D.  Vanderlieth 

Carson  City. 
St.   John. 

Harry  M.  Cheney . 

Peter  McGill 

New  South  Wales 

F.M.H.,  Sydney. 
F.M.H. .Wellington 

New  Zealand 

New  York 

Herbert  J.  Williams 

Chas.  C.  Hunt 

North  Carolina 

Walter  L.  Stockwell 

S.  J.  Waddell 

Fargo. 
Truro . 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Leo  Edmond  Bennett 

James  F.  Robinson 

Muskogee. 

Philadelphia. 

Box  3207,  Montreal 

Quebec 

Will.  H.  Whyte 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

Edinburgh. 

South  Carolina 

O.  Frank  Hart 

South  Dakota '. 

George  A.  Pettigrew 

Tennessee 

C.R.Phillips 

Utah 

Salt  Lake  City. 

Burlington. 
F.M.H. ,  Melbourne 

Petersburg. 
Walla  Walla. 

Washington 

David  K.  Reed 

Clarksburg. 
Perth 

Western  Australia 

William  W.  Perry 

Wyoming 

Gen.  Grand  Chapter,  U.S. 

Charles  A.  Conover 

Coldwater,  Mich. 

M 
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CHAIRMEN 


Jurisdiction. 

Name 

Address. 

Alabama 

William  Y.  Titcomb 

Anniston. 

Ernest  LeN.  Foster 

Virginius  V.  Harrison 

Wilmington 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

George  W.  Warvelle 

Robt.  A.  Woods 

William  F.  Cleveland 

W.  W.  Clark 

Rev.  Herman  C.  Duncan 

Edward  T   Schultz... 

Frederick  T.  Comee 

Hastings 

Oliver  L.  McKay 

John  H.  Miller 

Burlington 

S   J.  Waddell.. . 

Truro 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Guthrie 

H.  B.  Thielson 

Salem 

W.  B    Meredith 

Philadelphia 

Quebec. 

Quebec 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers 

S.  Penrose  Williams 

O  Frank  Hart 

J.  H.  McClister 

John  L.  Terrell 

Dallas. 

Utah 

Charles  A.  Nesbitt 

Yancey  C.  Blalock 

Walla  Walla 

Wyoming 

Adrian  J.  Parshall 

Cheyenne. 
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APPENDIX 


REPORT  ON 

Foreign  Correspondence 


Companions  : 

At  the  outset  of  our  periodical  pilgrimage  it  is  but 
natural  that  the  traveller  should  recall  the  many  previous 
similar  and  interesting  journeyings  over  the  now  well- 
beaten  path,  and  in  fancy  renew  the  valued  acquaint- 
anceship of  bygone  years  and  sigh  for  those  whose  merry 
quip  or  apt  retort  are,  alas !  for  ever  silenced.  The 
annual  round  goes  on  just  the  same,  the  new  voices 
rapidly  become  familiar,  and  memory  only  reserves  a 
niche  wherein  we  may  renew  "the  touch  of  a  vanished 
hand." 

We  again  essay  the  duty  of  furnishing  for  your  fra- 
ternal examination  an  epitome  of  the  doings  in  the 
numerous  Grand  Chapters  as  set  forth  in  the  published 
record  of  their  yearly  Convocations.  The  original  inten- 
tion of  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  as  gen- 
erally conceived,  is  to  provide  from  these  a  summarized 
extract  of  those  features  presenting  material  for  com- 
parison or  possible  emulation,  as  well  as  setting  up  a 
warning  signpost  in  the  case  of  practices  deserving 
cautious  consideration  with  a  view  to  possible  avoidance. 

Occasional  personal  discussions  on  subjects  of  inter- 
est, historic  or  legal,  are  sometimes  necessarily  inter- 
jected, but  these,  it  is  opined,  are  not  altogether  unwel- 
come as  tending  to  contribute  a  modicum  of  relief  to  the 
monotonous  sameness  of  the  review,  as  well  as  possessing 
an  attraction  of  their  own  for  readers  of  controversial 
disposition. 

To  bear  one  or  more  of  "the  thousand  natural  shocks 
that  flesh  is  heir  to"  is  but  small  inducement  to  pleasur- 
able anticipation  when  setting  forth  on  a  journey  that 
experience  has  hitherto  made  one  of  keen  enjoyment, 
but  in  the  earnest  hope  that  our  efforts  may  be  rewarded 
with  the  fraternal  commendation  of  our  Canadian  Com- 
panions, we  now  start  on  the  lengthy  circling  of  the 
globe  for  the  eighteenth  time. 


iv  APPENDIX 

Alabama 

Chapters   .  .  66.  Members   .  .   3552. 

Having  rounded  out  a  useful  life  of  four-score  and 
six  years,  Grand  Treasurer,  William  Henry  Dingley,  sur- 
rendered his  earthly  trust  just  three  months  before  the 
Eighty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  which 
was  held  at  Montgomery  on  the  4th  December,  191 1. 
Descended  from  John  Dingley,  who  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land in  1637,  the  deceased  Companion  was  proud  of  his 
forbears  and  tried  to  live  up  to  the  traditions  of  those  who 
had  preceded  him.  As  a  citizen  and  a  Mason  he  enjoyed 
the  love  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  was  brought  into 
immediate  contact,  and  his  devotion  to  the  Craft  was  such 
that  from  the  time  he  was  eligible  he  never  missed  a  single 
annual  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter,  and 
even  rose  from  a  sick  bed  to  attend  those  of  the  previous 
year.  He  held  the  office  of  Grand  Treasurer  for  forty- 
one  years  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  It  was  fitting 
then  that  the  worthy  tribute  to  his  memory,  penned  by 
the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  should  find  an  echo  in  the 
sorrowing  hearts  of  those  to  whom  his  face  had  been 
familiar  for  years  and  whose  record  lives,  a  shining  ex- 
ample to  those  who  follow. 

It  fell  to  the  P.  G.  H.  P.,  Lew  Lazarus,  to  introduce 
the  M.  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  who  was  a  welcome  visitor  on  this  occa- 
sion and  was  greeted  with  the  customary  Capitular 
honors  which  M.  E.  Comp.  Kingsley  acknowledged  in 
happy  phrases. 

As  gathered  from  his  address,  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
M.  E.  Comp.  W.  E.  Bingham,  authorized  the  starting  of 
two  new  Chapters  at  Jacksonville  and  Millport  respec- 
tively, sanctioned  the  amalgamation  of  two  others  and 
officially  countenanced  preparations  for  the  obsequies  of 
still  another  which  resisted  all  attempts  at  resuscitation. 

One  of  his  visits  was  to  a  Chapter  which  boasted  a 
larger  membership  than  the  blue  lodge  in  the  same  town 
and  which  he,  perhaps  aptly,  designated     a  live  wire." 
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One  of  the  Chapters  had  'been  discovered  in  a  "  bar- 
gain day  "  enterprise  by  admitting  candidates  at  less  than 
the  constitutional  fee.  He  reprimanded  the  offending 
Chapter  admonishing  them  to  "  go  and  sin  no  more  "  and 
the  charter  which  had  been  arrested  was  returned  to  the 
offenders,  whose  inclination  to  sin  may  possibly  'be 
checked  by  the  leniency  of  a  merciful  ruler. 

A  Chapter  in  Kentucky  requested  a  local  Chap- 
ter into  whose  jurisdiction  an  accepted  candidate  had  re- 
moved, to  confer  the  degrees.  The  latter  Chapter  dis- 
covered that  the  brother  was  minus  a  foot  and  asked  for 
guidance.  The  G.  H.  P.  having  learned  that  the  single- 
footed  brother  had  been  admitted  to  the  symbolic  degrees 
by  special  dispensation  in  Kentucky,  ruled  that  the  act 
of  courtesy  by  the  home  Chapter  was  quite  in  order 
under  the  circumstances. 

He  also  decided  in  favor  of  the  objection  to  advance- 
ment of  a  brother  who  had  received  two  of  the  pre- 
liminary degrees  until  that  objection  had  been  withdrawn, 
leaving  it  to  the  objector  to  demand  another  ballot  if  he 
felt  so  disposed,  which,  if  found  adverse,  would  imply 
another  petition  for  the  further  degrees. 

One  would  imagine  that  if  the  objection  were  recog- 
nized its  nature  should  be  made  known  to  the  members 
of  the  Chapter  Council,  and  if  considered  well  based, 
further  procedure,  determined  by  them,  should  follow, 
either  by  sustaining  the  objection  or  putting  the  matter  to 
trial.  To  hold  an  individual's  unexplained  objection  over 
the  head  of  an  otherwise  innocent  aspirant,  for  a  possible 
undefined  period,  is,  to  say  the  least,  giving  to  that  in- 
dividual an  advantage  which  deprives  the  act  of  any 
virtue  possessing  even  remote  relationship  to  anything 
resembling  the  professions  we  are  so  proud  to  claim  as 
Masons. 

A  Chapter  that  two  or  three  years  ago  changed  its 
name  from  "  Thomas  W.  Bragg  "  to  "  Ben  Bricken  "  ap- 
pears to  have  grown  lax  under  the  new  conditions  and 
was  given  a  month  in  which  to  make  returns  and  pay 
its  fees  to  Grand  Chapter. 
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The  ■Constitution  was  amended  to  include  "  Rabbis," 
with  "  ordained  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  "  who  had  been 
granted  the  privilege  of  receiving  the  degrees  gratuitously 
upon  being  accepted  through  the  ballot. 

To  be  consistent  the  door  should  have  been  also 
opened  to  admit  the  expounder  of  the  Koran  and  bre- 
thren who  minister  to  other  Gentile  persuasions  who  may 
perchance  stray  down  south.  Alabama's  Masonry  has  no 
right  to  a  corner  in  beliefs  and  should  be  as  broad  as  in 
the  countries  of  the  far  East,  where  "  the  guide  to  faith  " 
is  exposed  on  the  Masonic  altar  to  accommodate  the  sin- 
cere professors  of  the  many  creeds  which  declare  belief 
and  trust  in  a  Supreme  Being. 

"  What  shall  we  say  then?  That  the  Gentiles  which  followed 
not  after  righteousness,  have  attained  to  righteousness,  even  the 
righteousness  which  is  of  faith.     Rom.  IX.  30." 

During  an  interval,  when  Grand  Chapter  was  called 
from  labour,  an  informal  reception  was  tendered  to  M. 
E.  Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley,  General  Grand  High  Priest, 
giving  the  members  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  dis- 
tinguished visitor  "  who  had  honored  the  Grand  Chapter 
by  attending  its  annual  Convocation." 

On  resuming  labour,  the  Committee  on  Work  was 
authorized  to  confer  upon  a  waiting  candidate  from  Mont- 
gomery Chapter  the  degrees  of  M.  E.  M.  and  Royal  Arch. 

As  usual  the  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters  by  Com- 
panion Titcomb  is  most  interesting,  notwithstanding  the 
regrettable  fact  that  illness  and  a  long  detention  in  hos- 
pital interfered  with  the  smooth  progress  of  the  work. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  did  nobly  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  rest  and  good  care  have  restored  him  to  labour 
for  his  Companions  with  renewed  vigour,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  reached  the  fifth  milestone  beyond  the 
four-score.  His  inspection  of  Canada  for  191 1  was 
thorough,  and  in  many  of  its  features  elicited  his  approval. 

He  is  inclined  to  regard  our  own  approving  expres- 
sions of  his  work  as  flattering.  We  beg  to  assure  him 
that  if  we  paused  to  praise,  it  was  done  in  all  sincerity, 
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for  although  we  have  frequently  inhaled  the  healthy 
atmosphere  of  "  The  groves  of  Blarney  "  we  have  always 
hesitated  to  imperil  a  valuable  neck  by  impressing  a  chaste 
salute  on  the  "  gifted  stone."  We  venture  to  pray  that 
Companion  Titcomb's  recovery  will  be  speedy  and  lasting. 

He  refers  briefly  to  the  difference  in  our  respective 
views  on  the  matter  of  compulsory  membership.  We 
would  be  in  agreement  were  the  modern  method  applied 
to  any  of  the  numerous  imitative  organizations  which  have 
to  rely  on  such  expedients.  In  Masonry,  however,  it  is 
one  of  the  "progressive"  innovations,  no  doubt  introduced 
from  one  or  other  of  those  present  day  ephemeral 
growths,  and,  placed  alongside  Masonic  tenets  and  teach- 
ings, is  a  hideous  misfit. 

Lawrence  H.  Lee,  Montgomery,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 

Arizona 
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Having  attained  its  majority  in  the  previous  year, 
Grand  Chapter  entered  upon  a  new  epoch,  let  us  hope,  of 
prosperity,  when  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation 
opened  and  closed  harmoniously  in  the  city  of  Prescott  on 
the  14th  February,  1912. 

Grand  High  Priest  Andrew  Ellicott  Douglas  had  a 
peaceful  year,  and  he  thanked  his  Companions  for  it.  He 
visited  five  of  the  Chapters  and  derived  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  therefrom..  That  his  exalted  position  pro- 
vided an  opportunity  for  something  to  think  about  as  well 
as  to  display  appreciation  of  his  selection  by  those  whom 
he  addressed,  and  demonstrated  that  their  choice  was  not 
idly  made,  he  devoted  some  portion  of  his  otherwise  brief 
talk  to  the  symbolism  of  the  Royal  Arch  Banner.  He 
suggested  at  the  outset  that  its  emblems  were  of  surpass- 
ing interest  and  that  their  origin  and  meaning  were  not 
usually  known.  Accepting  his  stated  reason  for  thus 
enlightening  the  Companions  and  incidentally  filling  a 
palpable  void,  we  venture  to  reproduce  the  result  of  his 
cogitations. 
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"  These  emblems  are  the  Ox,  the  Lion,  the  Eagle"  and  the 
Man,  taken  in  their  proper  order.  They  are  of  very  ancient 
astronomical  origin,  and  represent  the  four  principal  constellations 
or  Gates  of  Heaven  through  which  the  Sun  passed  in  the  four 
seasons  of  the  year,  Spring,  Summer,  Autumn,  Winter,  and  were 
used  by  the  ancients  for  the  division  of  time.  The  Ox  was  called 
by  the  Greeks  Taurus,  the  Bull,  and,  about  five  thousand  years 
ago  when  the  constellations  were  made,  denoted  the  place  of  the 
Sun  at  the  Spring  Equinox,  March  21st,  and  was  used  for  deter- 
mining that  time  of  the  year.  The  Lion  is  still  called  Leo,  the 
Lion,  and  indicates  mid-summer.  The  Man  is  the  constellation 
Aquarius  the  Water  Bearer,  and  located  the  Autumnal  Equinox, 
September  20th.  The  Eagle  was  an  ancient  part  of  the  constella- 
tion Scorio,  the  Scorpion,  which  in  early  time  was  represented 
with  an  eagle  on  its  back.  This  showed  the  place  of  the  Sun  in 
Midwinter.  The  four  principal  stars  in  or  near  these  Gates  of 
Heaven  were  respectively  Aldeberan,  nearly  over  our  heads  at 
this  season  in  the  early  evening,  Regulus  just  rising,  Antares, 
rising  late  at  night  and  Formalhaut,  too  near  the  Sun  to  be  seen 
in  February.    These  were  called  the  Four  Royal  Stars  of  Heaven. 

"  Thus  we  see  that  the  Royal  Arch  Banner  represents  the 
Temple  of  Heaven  of  which  the  emblems  denote  the  four  Gates. 
The  Lion,  the  Ox,  the  Man  and  the  Eagle  have  then  a  deeper 
significance  for  us,  for  we  realize  that  they  formed  the  key  by 
which  the  ancients  were  enabled  to  read  the  mysterious  writing 
in  the  sky  and  obtained  knowledge  of  Time,  when  to  plant  seed, 
when  to  reap,  and  when  to  worship  their  Great  Creator." 

The  Companions  doubtless  realized  the  significance. 
He  saw  in  all  the  above  a  lesson  conveying  to  subor- 
dinate Chapters  the  necessity  for  the  care  and  preservation 
of  all  historical  material,  whether  local  or  general,  that 
might  chance  to  come  their  way  and  was  portable, 

of  which  the  document  signed  by  Paul  Revere,  Companion  and 
Brother,  preserved  in  this  Prescott  Temple,  is  a  notable  sample. 
Such  collections  should  include  portraits  of  High  Priests  in  local 
Chapters,  and  of  Grand  High  Priests  in  the  Grand  Chapter;  as 
well  as  works  of  art  illustrating  the  great  religious  temples  of 
Europe,  constructed  largely  by  our  ancient  Brethren  and  Com- 
panions ;  also  cups,  chests,  candlesticks  or  other  lodge  furniture 
constructed  or  presented  by  our  fellow  members,  of  which  I  have 
seen  splendid  examples  in  some  of  our  newest  Chapters. 

The  connection  between  a  modern  Arizona  lodge  chest 
and  "  the  constellations  made  five  thousand  years  ago  " 
may  at  first  glance  be  rather  difficult  of  detection,  but  it 
is  truly  amazing  what  apparently  insurmountable 
obstacles  may  be  overcome  by  "  patience  and  persever- 
ance." 
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The  Committee  on  the  Address,  however,  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  endorse  the  suggestion,  and  recommended  the 
Chapters  to  preserve  "  all  articles  pertaining  to  Capitular 
Masonry." 

The  Correspondence  Committee's  recommendation 
that  Utah's  Grand  Chapter  be  accorded  recognition  as  a 
sister  was  adopted.  For  "  reasons  of  economy  "  no  gen- 
eral report  was  presented. 

The  Committee  on  procuring  a  set  of  jewels  for  use 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  reported  that  the  order  had  been 
placed  with  the  manufacturers  and  the  jewels  were  to 
have  been  ready  for  use  at  this  Convocation,  but  had  not 
been  received. 

The  Grand  Representatives  on  being  introduced  were 
extended  a  cordial  welcome  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 
He  who  bore  the  rampant  lion  of  Scotland  responded  for 
his  colleagues  and  assured  his  Companions  that  an 
Arizonian  visitor  to  Auld  Reekie  would  have  "  a  hot  time 
in  the  old  town,"  should  he  make  himself  "  acquent." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  retired  with  a  handsome 
emblematic  jewel  and  he  expressed  himself  as  proud  of 
the  event,  especially  as  it  was  the  first  Masonic  presen- 
tation of  the  kind  he  had  experienced.  No  doubt  it  will 
be  carefully  preserved  as  "  an  article  of  Capitular 
Masonry  "  as  well  as  a  tribute  of  esteem  from  his  Com- 
panions. 

As  before  remarked  the  period  was  one  of  peace,  and 
neither  the  worthy  Grand  Secretary  nor  the  several  Com- 
mittees appointed  to  deal  with  knotty  problems  were  dis- 
turbed out  of  their  usual  placidity. 

George  H.  N.  Luhrs,  Phoenix,  Grand  High  Priest. 

George  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,  Grand  Secretary. 

Arkansas 
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M.  E.  Companion  Mark  P.  Olney  presided  at  Little 
Rock  over  an  imposing  assemblage  of  Companions  duly 
accredited  to  the   Sixty-second  Annual   Convocation   of 
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Grand  Chapter  on  the  23rd  November,  191 1.  There  was 
nothing  to  break  the  usual  opening  formalities  except  the 
pause  to  single  out  one  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
for  special  greeting,  simply  because  of  his  position  as 
an  officer  of  General  Grand  Chapter.  It  has  become  a 
habit,  not  in  Arkansas  only,  but  elsewhere.  However, 
beyond  lending  a  little  of  the  limelight  to>  that  aggregation 
of  "  old  timers  "  it  does  little  harm.  The  Grand  High 
Priest  congratulated  his  hearers  on  a  year  that  brought 
no  sorrow  to  the  jurisdiction  in  its  passing. 

Two  new  Chapters  were  authorized  and  he  revived 
two  others  that  had  waned  through  lack  of  interest. 

He  urged  upon  Grand  Chapter  the  necessity  of  main- 
taining Arkansas'  reputation  for  hospitality  at  the  com- 
ing triennial  session  of  the  General  Grand  at  Indianapolis. 
Later,  a  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  was  voted. 

No  reference  is  made  to  Chapter  visitation,  though  it 
is  presumed  that  that  important  duty  was  not  neglected. 

Grand  Secretary  Bone  was  unable  to  report  fully  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  Chapters  owing  to  negligent  secre- 
taries. Eleven  had  failed  with  their  returns  and  fifteen 
were  shy  in  sending  annual  dues.  The  go-as-you-please 
Chapter  scribe  seems  to  be  ubiquitous. 

The  incorporation  of  Grand  Chapter  was  effected  by 
the  passage  of  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature.  Com- 
panion W.  C.  Rodgers,  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  and 
a  colleague  in  the  other  House,  lent  their  services  to  that 
end  which  were  fittingly  acknowledged  by  Grand  Chap- 
ter. 

The  charters  of  six  delinquent  Chapters  were  recom- 
mended for  "  the  happy  despatch."  The  members  of  one 
had  apparently  divided  up  the  funds  and  were  threatened 
with  "  condign  "  if  they  neglected  to  promptly  disgorge. 

M.  E.  Companion  Fay  Hempstead,  who,  it  may  be  re- 
membered, was  selected  by  the  Chicago  fraternity  as 
"  Poet  Laureate  "  to  the  Craft  in  America,  moved  "  that 
the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  as 
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an  annual  fund  for  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence, and  that  the  payment  thereof  apply  to  the  work 
and  report  of  191 1,  provided,  that  if  hereafter  said  Com- 
mittee should  fail  to  report  a  review  of  proceedings  of 
Foreign  Jurisdictions,  then  no  payment  be  made  for  that 
year." 

The  good  Companion  may  have  regarded  his  sugges- 
tion as  exceedingly  generous  when  he  offered  it,  consider- 
ing that  his  own  priceless  effusions,  when  the  spirit  moves, 
are  freely  given  to  his  Companions.  One  may,  however, 
be  pardoned  for  borrowing  a  comment  on  this  phase  of 
labor  which  perhaps  may  give  pause  to  those  who  do  not 
otherwise  realize  its  meaning.  The  Connecticut  writer 
thus  expresses  his  views  which  he  clothes  in  plain  unvar- 
nished prose: 

"  Capitular  Correspondents  are  paid  all  the  way  from  $10  to 
$350,  one  reporter  receiving  the  latter  sum  for  a  report  of  about 
the  same  length  as  our  average.  Two  receive  $200  each,  and 
their  reports  are  the  cream  of  the  cream.  Several  others  receive 
$100,  $150,  and  $250,  and  some  whose  work  is  well  worth  more 
receive  but  $50.  We  consider  the  compensation  paid  by  any  Grand 
Chapter  more  as  an  honorarium,  to  be  gauged  according  to  the 
ability  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  rather  than  as  exact  and  adequate 
payment  for  time  and  labor  expended.  Indeed,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  exactly  estimate  the  latter.  To  be  fully  "onto  his  job,"  a 
Correspondent  must  have  his  work  constantly  in  mind  and  be 
employed  at  it  more  or  less  during  the  entire  year.  For  nearly 
three  months,  while  preparing  copy  for  the  printer,  fully  one-half 
of  our  working  hours  are  consumed  daily.  Hence,  while  we 
confess  to  an  ardent  love  for  our  work,  we  believe  that  no  Corres- 
pondent is  overpaid,  and  the  great  majority  receive  a  mere 
pittance  for  work  which  is  of  inestimable  value  to  the  Royal 
Craft." 

The  same  gifted  Companion,  with  an  impulse  more 
akin  to  the  poetic  sentiment,  also  moved  that  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars  be  sent  to  a  worthy  M.  E.  Companion,  "  as 
a  testimonial  of  fraternal  love  and  a  Thanksgiving  greet- 
ing from  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Arkansas  is  averse  to  putting  Grand  Chapter  on 
wheels,  so  it  was  decided  before  closing  to  meet  as  in  the 
past,  at  Little  Rock  in  November,  1912. 

Companion  Schoonover's  third  and,  we  regret  to  say, 
last  report  on  Correspondence  furnishes  the  appendix  to 
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the  volume,  a  page  of  which  is  devoted  to  Canada's  pro- 
ceedings for  191 1.  The  reviewer's  labors  conscientiously 
performed  saw  no  reward  apart  from  the  appreciative 
commendation  of  his  Companions.  Like  his  fellows  he 
realized  that  time  was  a  valuable  asset  to  any  man  whose 
sojourn  in  this  vale  of  tears  is  rendered  the  pleasanter  by 
the  assistance  of  that  little  commodity  which,  except  to 
those  of  independent  means,  sweetens  labor.  That  he 
decided  to  quit  that  particular  field  was  but  a  simple  act  of 
justice  to  himself  to  which  the  finger  of  reproach  dare 
not  be  pointed.  That  he  was  fitted  for  the  work  goes 
without  saying.  It  speaks  for  itself,  nor  can  he  be 
blamed  for  anything  that  may  underlie  his  concluding 
words. 

"  I  was  kindly  relieved  from  further  service,  at  my  own  re- 
quest, at  the  present  Grand  Chapter,  and  I  wish  to  again  renew 
my  expressions  of  appreciation  for  the  uniform,  kind  and  fra- 
ternal consideration  I  have  always  received  at  your  hands.  Your 
action  in  providing  for  compensation  to  the  Committee  in  the 
future  was  a  wise  step,  in  my  judgment,  but  your  action  in  mak- 
ing it  apply  for  this  year,  in  effect  giving  me  an  honorarium,  was 
entirely  unexpected  and  unsolicited,  but  none  the  less  appreciated." 

John  M.  Oathout,  Booneville,  Grand  High  Priest. 
John  C.  Bone,  Batesville,  Grand  Secretary. 


California 
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Since  its  creation  so  many  years  ago,  Grand  Chapter 
has  convened  annually  at  San  Francisco  with  benefit  to 
that  august  body,  but  in  this  year  of  grace  and  the  re-erec- 
tion of  a  new  temple  to  replace  that  destroyed  in  the  dis- 
aster of  April,  1906,  Grand  Chapter  enjoyed  the  novelty 
of  a  change,  and  the  Fifty-eighth  Convocation  was  held  at 
San  Diego,  the  most  southern  of  the  many  attractive 
cities  of  that  favored  State.  The  unusual  experience  sup- 
ported by  a  convenient  pay  roll  was  inducement  enough  to 
bring  the  delegation  up  to  the  average  and  indeed  out  of 
the  total  number  of  Chapters  on  the  register  only  fourteen 
were  unrepresented  at  roll  call. 
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Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  the  U.  S.  Grant  Hotel 
on  the  16th  April,  1912,  where  San  Diego's  mayor  ten- 
dered a  cordial  welcome,  to  which  Grand  High  Priest 
Charles  Willis  Norton,  made  suitable  acknowledgment. 

Thirty  Grand  Representatives  were  present  to  answer 
on  behalf  of  their  several  jurisdictions,  Canada's  envoy, 
Comp.  Hartley,  being  content  to  respond  to  the  general 
greeting  by  a  burst  of  eloquent  silence.  Audible  replies 
were  made  by  ten  less  bashful,  but  probably  not  more 
sincere  Companions,  while  written  reports  were  submitted 
from  five  distant  points. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  opening  proceedings  was 
the  line  up  of  the  available  survivors  of  the  1906  calam- 
ity. 

The  Companions  were  received  with  the  public  grand 
honors  and  commended  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  for 
"  their  faithfulness  and  attachment  to  duty  during  that 
trying  and  dreadful  catastrophe." 

"  The  position  of  the  Companions  who  were  in  attendL 
ance  at  Grand  Chapter  on  that  memorable  morning  was 
compared  to  that  occupied  by  the  soldier  when  he  is 
about  to  enter  a  battle  for  the  first  time — not  having  in 
mind  the  danger  he  was  soon  to  encounter,  but  instilled 
with  the  thought  that  he  was  there  to  do  the  very  best  he 
could  under  the  trying  circumstances  which  confronted 
him." 

The  printed  record  contains  the  portraits,  on  two 
pages,  of  the  34  Companions  who  braved  the  perils  of  that 
eventful  morning  to  gather  in  the  doomed  edifice  and 
carry  on  the  duties  of  Grand  Chapter.  The  photos  in- 
clude views  of  the  Temple  as  it  stood  intact  and  its  ruin 
after  the  earthquake  and  fire  had  completed  their  fell 
work. 

A  very  readable  address  was  delivered  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  who,  while  he  expressed  thanks  for  Divine 
assistance  in  averting  a  threatened  drought,  deplored  the 
loss  of  many  valuable  and  deeply  regretted  Companions, 
among   them    Past    Grand    High    Priest,    John    Francis 
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Hughes,  who  ruled  Grand  Chapter  in  the  trying  year  of 
the  earthquake. 

He  constituted  three  new  Chapters  and  started  an- 
other under  dispensation.  The  committee  of  fifteen  to 
co-operate  with  others  in  assisting  to  receive  fraternal 
visitors  to  the  Panama  Exhibition  in  191 5  he  augmented 
by  the  addition  of  ten. 

Among  his  decisions  appears  one  which  exhibits  the 
prevailing  inclination  to  smother  common  sense  under 
the  weight  of  cold-typed  local  enactment.  The  question 
as  put  to  the  G.  H.  P.  was  this : 

"  A  Master  Mason,  in  good  standing,  wishes  to  apply 
for  the  Royal  Arch  Degrees  of  Masonry.  He  is  a  mid- 
shipman in  the  United  States  Navy.  His  blue  lodge  is  in 
Michigan,  where  his  parents  reside.  He  is  stationed  on 
the  U.  S.  S.  '  Colorado,'  one  of  the  Pacific  squadron.  The 
ship  does  not  remain  long  enough  in  one  locality  to  enable 
him  to  obtain  a  Masonic  residence. 

"  Does  the  Grand  Chapter  waive  the  residence  clause 
in  the  case  of  an  officer  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and 
if  so,  are  the  requirements  the  same  as  those  of  the  Blue 
Lodge?" 

>  The  Grand  High  Priest  cited  the  General  Grand's  ful- 
mination  on  the  residence  point.  Why?  is  not  made  clear, 
for  there  was  nothing  suggested  about  the  existence  of 
a  wife. 

"  The  residence  of  the  family  of  a  married  man  is  usually, 
and,  therefore,  prima  facie,  his  residence." 

The  ruling  of  a  Grand  High  Priest  in  1906  which  had 
not  been  confirmed,  owing  to  the  earthquake  calamity  on 
the  day  following  its  deliverance,  was  then  quoted  and 
held  to  be  valid. 

"  No  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction  can  receive  the  petition  of  a 
sea-faring  man  whose  only  residence  is  the  ship  on  which  he  may 
at  the  time  happen  to  be." 
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Now  in  the  first  place,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
unless  his  home  lodge  knew  him  to  be  of  good  report  the 
applicant  would  not  have  held  credentials  of  his  standing. 
Again,  the  naval  authorities  would  not  hesitate  to  accept 
him  if  his  character  failed  to  stand  the  official  test  and 
his  subsequent  good  conduct  is  vouched  for  in  his  sus- 
taining the  position  to  which  he  was  assigned.  Moreover, 
there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  eliciting  the  necessary  in- 
formation even  on  board  a  vessel  of  the  navy.  The  case 
is  one  where,  in  our  opinion,  the  dispensating  power  might 
well  be  applied  without  harmful  effect  to  the  Craft  or  its 
official  custodians.  The  Grand  High  Priest,  however, 
could  only  decide  along  the  lines  of  existing  enactments 
and  the  young  midshipman's  very  natural  desire  to  ac- 
quire further  knowledge  must  bide  until  the  period  of  his 
service  expires  when  probably  time  and  disappointed 
ambition  will  have  done  their  work. 

"  When  this  Brother's  term  of  enlistment  expires,  he  will  be 
returned  to  his  home  in  Michigan,  where  his  parents  reside,  where 
his  Blue  Lodge  is  located  and  where  it  would  be  supposed  he 
would  prefer  to  be.  It  would  seem  advisable  that  the  Brother 
should  petition  for  the  Capitular  degrees  in  Michigan,  where  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  where  his  parents  reside,  and 
therefore,  more  likely  to  be  known ;  and  after  being  elected,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  of  that  Jurisdiction  could  request  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Jurisdiction  in  which  his  ship  happened  to  be, 
to  confer  the  degrees  for  it." 

In  another  case  a  Chapter  with  a  comfortable,  if  not 
plethoric  treasury,  desired  to  assist  the  formation  of  a 
blue  lodge  financially  to  the  extent  of  a  hundred  dollars. 
The  rather  unique  proposal  was  submitted  to  the  Grand 
High  Priest  for  sanction.  The  latter  discovered  a  "  regu- 
lation "  which  he  acted  upon,  in  the  belief  that  the  Com- 
panions were  justified  in  promoting  a  venture  with  a 
"  strictly  Masonic  purpose." 

"  The  funds  of  the  Chapter  can  only  be  used  to  pay  the 
ordinary  expenses,  dispensing  charity  and  other  strictly  Masonic 
purposes." 

Officially  he  visited  forty-one  of  his  Chapters,  some  of 
which  in  remote  places  regarded  such  an  event  in  the 
light  of  a  celestial  manifestation  of  singularly  rare  occur- 
rence.    His  enthusiasm  was  apparently  infectious  for  he 
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was  invariably  well  supported.  In  addition  to  the  Chap- 
ters he  journeyed  to  San  Gabriel  and  paid  an  interesting 
visit  to  the  Masonic  Home,  where  forty-seven  boys  and 
girls  are  being  carefully  trained.  Notwithstanding  the 
vast  territory  covered,  he  spent  but  half  of  the  $500.00 
appropriated  for  travelling  expenses  and  promptly  re- 
turned the  balance  to  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

With  the  G.  H.  P.  on  many  occasions  was  the  Grand 
Lecturer,  and  where  the  former  was  unable  to  visit,  Comp. 
Henry  Ascroft  was  certain  to  look  in  sooner  or  later.  His 
was  a  busy  term  and  his  zealous  work  was  ample  justi- 
fication for  his  selection  and  the  resolution  of  appreciation 
expressed  by  his  Companions. 

The  revised  Grand  Chapter  Constitution,  prepared  by 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Charles  Lewis  Patton,  was  pre- 
sented and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
which  in  turn  recommended  its  consideration  by  a  special 
committee. 

The  Panama  Exhibition  committee  reported  that  its 
members  had  met  and  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion 
that  they  could, 

"  without  any  infringement  upon  the  traditions  of  Capitular 
Masonry,  or  encroachment  upon  affairs  strictly  secular,  take 
cognizance  of  the  fact  that  in  the  year  1915  an  event  of  inter- 
national importance  will,  at  the  invitation  of  our  National  Govern- 
ment, be  celebrated  within  this  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

They  will,  therefore,  co-operate  with  other  Masonic 
bodies  in  extending  welcome  to  fraternal  visitors  and 
invite  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to  hold  its  triennial  in 
San  Francisco  in  that  eventful  year. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  an  appropria- 
tion of  $1,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  three  prin- 
cipal officers  of  Grand  Chapter  attending  the  Triennial 
Convocation  of  General  Grand  Chapter  at  Indianapolis  in 
September.     The  recommendation  was  approved. 

The  ladies  of  San  Diego  were  tendered  cordial  thanks 
for  the  elaborate  floral  decoration  of  the  convocation  hall, 
also  the  officers  of  the  local  Chapter  for  their  admirable 
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exposition  of  the  Mark  Degree  and  to  the  citizens  gen- 
erally for  a  very  hospitable  reception. 

Failing  sight  interfered  with  the  veteran  Grand  Sec- 
retary's good  intentions  to  complete  his  usual  comprehen- 
sive report  on  Correspondence  and,  in  view  of  the  phy- 
sician's imperative  orders,  he  furnished  just  what  he  had 
reviewed  when  the  command  to  "  rest "  was  issued.  We 
echo  the  oft  expressed  hope  that  the  loving  care  and  fra- 
ternal attention  which  accompany  Comp.  Davies'  afflic- 
tion will  have  their  reward  in  complete  recovery  and 
restoration  to  his  former  activity. 

Leo  Valtus  Youngworth,  Los  Angeles,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

William  A.  Davies,  San  Francisco,  Grand  Secretary. 

Colorado 

Chapters  .  .   47.  Members   .  .  4779. 

On  the  morning  of  September  19th,  1912,  and  in  the 
Masonic  Temple  at  Denver,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
Frank  L.  Bishop,  in  the  absence-  of  the  elected  ruler, 
opened  the  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  in  "  Ample 
Form." 

The  impression  is,  with  us,  that  to  so  describe  the 
opening  the  Grand  High  Priest  or  a  Companion  who  had 
attained  to  that  dignity  should  preside,  "  Due  "  form  be- 
ing used  when  an  officer  of  lesser  rank  assumes  the  posi- 
tion. This  idea  may  have  had  its  birth  in  the  practice  or 
methods  of  old  world  bodies  and  copied  by  their  offspring 
of  the  new.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  be  set  right  if  the 
notion  is  an  erroneous  one  so  far  as  the  U.  S.  practice  is 
concerned. 

The  address  of  M.  E.  Comp.  John  O.  MacDonald, 
Grand  High  Priest,  was  read  by  his  Deputy,  who  ex- 
plained that  the  former's  absence  since  the  preceding 
January  was  necessitated  by  unforeseen  business  demands, 
but  that  he  had  hoped  to  so  arrange  affairs  as  to  have 
realized  the  expectation  of  being  present  on  that  occa- 
sion at  least. 
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The  M.  E.  Companion's  removal  from  the  State  was 
an  unexpected  rupture,  the  summons  coming  just  as  he 
had  well  commenced  his  term  of  Capitular  duty.  He  had 
made  a  number  of  official  visitations  and  transacted  other 
duties  when  he  was  obliged  to  transfer  his  responsibilities 
to  his  Deputy,  who,  with  characteristic  energy,  entered 
upon  active  service. 

Grand  Chapter  again  suffered  loss  in  later  months  by 
the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Edward  B.  New- 
man, Grand  Treasurer  John  Gregor  and  Grand  Lecturer 
John  Williams. 

An  outfit  of  official  jewels  was  procured  since  the  pre- 
vious year,  and  they  distinguished  the  officers  on  this 
occasion. 

Four  Chapters  U.  D.  were  approved  and  charters  were 
granted. 

One  thousand  dollars  was  voted  to  the  Knight  Tem- 
plar body  to  assist  in  their  triennial  pageant.  The  pro- 
posal was  apparently  approved  without  dissent.  Lucky 
Knights. 

The  absent  G.  H.  P.  was  fraternally  remembered  by 
the  voting  of  the  customary  jewel,  and  Utah  where  he 
was  last  heard  from  was  also  borne  in  mind  by  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Grand  Chapter  recently  formed  in  that  State. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ernest  LeNeve  Foster,  for  the  twenty- 
fifth  time,  contributes  the  report  on  Correspondence,  and 
it  loses  none  of  its  value  by  reason  of  age.  Under  Ala- 
bama he  again  holds  to  -the  display  of  the  national  flag  in 
the  Chapter  room  if  only  to  emphasize  the  Masonic  ad- 
monition to  be  loyal  to  the  government  under  which  we 
live  and  to  demonstrate  that  none  lean  to  the  injunction 
more  than  those  who  were  born  under  another  flag,  he 
adds: 

"  Take  our  own  case,  born  and  trained  on  the  tight  little 
island,  imbued  with  its  history  and  traditions,  even  now  after 
over  forty  years  in  Colorado,  the  strains  of  '  America  '  develop 
at  once  a  desire  to  rise  and  sing  the  old,  old  words  '  God  Save 
Our  Gracious  Queen,'  and  then  the  old  patriotism  joins  with  the 
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new.  We,  therefore,  say  let  there  be  displayed  in  every  land  its 
special  emblem—'  Old  Glory '  in  the  United  States,  the  '  Union 
Jack'  in  England,  and  her  colonies,  and  the  flag  of  every  other 
country  in  its  proper  environment." 

However  that  may  be,  he  is  United  States  now  and 
subscribes  to  all  that  the  term  means  in  that  country's 
up-to-date  Masonry. 

Canada  for  1912  is  generously  treated.  The  method 
of  using  the  sight  draft  as  a  dues  collector  does  not  ap- 
peal to  his  sense  of  justice,  as  it  may  be  directed  against 
those  who  are  in  temporary  difficulty  and  sensitive  about 
revealing  their  condition.  He  is  no  doubt  right  in  soli- 
tary cases,  but  we  understand  that  where  the  practice  has 
been  tried  the  utmost  discretion  guides  the  action.  There 
is,  of  course,  the  possibility  of  the  experiment  "  proving 
a  slip  "  occasionally,  but  as  yet  we  have  not  heard  of  a 
single  case  that  might  be  classed  as  "  hardship." 

He  thought  at  the  outset  that  Canada's  hesitation  in 
the  matter  of  recognizing  a  newly  created  Grand  Chapter 
was  akin  to  discourtesy,  but  subsequently  gave  us  credit 
for  caution.  We  have  observed  that  a  similar  virtue  ac- 
tuated not  a  few  of  the  U.  S.  Grand  Chapters  when  their 
countenance  was  requested  on  behalf  of  an  antipodean 
organization  whose  claim  to  sturdy  independence  had  no 
"  string  "  to  it  as  in  the  case  in  question.  That  "  string  " 
may  turn  out  to  be  of  shadowy  material  after  all,  and 
when  explained  will  present  a  different  aspect.  Mean- 
time there  can  be  no  doubting  the  plain  English  of  its 
position  as  set  forth  in  cold  type  without  aid  from  the 
interpreter.  The  quotation  he  reproduces  from  our  re- 
view of  Montana  must  surely  have  appealed  to  his 
righteous  good  sense.    It  is  the  problem  in  a  nutshell. 

Frank  L.  Bishop,  Denver,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Chas.  H.  Jacobson,  Denver,  Grand  Secretary. 

Connecticut 
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Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  W.  J.  Bissell  presided 
over   the   One   hundred   and   fourteenth   Annual  Convo- 
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cation  at  Hartford  on  May  14th,  1912,  in  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Geo.  R.  Morris. 
Visitors  from  the  sister  jurisdictions  of  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  were  introduced  and  welcomed. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests  Rowland  and  Baker  were 
decorated  with  the  distinctive  jewels  of  their  rank,  and 
the  presentations  were  acknowledged  in  words  of  appre- 
ciation. 

The  presiding  officer  read  the  address  of  the  absent 
Grand  High  Priest,  its  brevity  being  explained  in  the  fol- 
lowing sentence : 

"  The  year  has  not  been  one  of  unusual  activity.  The  peace, 
harmony  and  prosperity  of  former  years  have  been  our  atten- 
dants, and  routine  '  work  only,  has  been  presented  for  our 
inspection.'  " 

He  deplored  the  death  of  one  of  his  officers,  Comp. 
Eugene  C.  Adt,  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Veil,  and  of 
two  of  the  old  guard.  Past  Grand  High  Priests 'Samuel 
Bassett  and  Edgar  W.  Latham,  to  whose  zeal  and  fidelity 
in  the  past  he  warmly  testified. 

An  official  visit  was  made  to  the  Chapter  at  Winsted. 
His  own  Chapter  tendered  him  a  reception,  and  he  en- 
joyed a  visit  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts  just 
after  his  installation. 

"Since  the  first  of  the  year  I  have  received  invitations  to  visit 
constituent  Chapters  and  Grand  Chapters,  but  the  limited  time  at 
my  disposal  prevented  my  acceptance,  to  my  great  regret,  as  I 
had  planned  to  represent  our  Grand  Chapter  as  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself." 

"  My  report  is,  of  necessity,  brief.  Many  plans,  formulated 
for  the  interest  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  had  to  be  abandoned,  but 
the  future  is  bright  with  promise." 

From  a  firm  dependence  in  the  future  there  may  be 
derived  much  consolation  for  a  regrettable  past.  His 
associate  officers  were,  however,  assiduous,  and  in  their 
hands  the  Chapters  were  not  neglected.  They,  as  well  as 
the  G.  H.  P.,  were  thanked  for  their  attention,  and  the 
latter  was  singled  out  for  a  presentation  jewel  and  apron 
in  the  "  bright  future." 
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The  G.  H.  P.  had'  granted  a  dispensation  to  Pythagoras 
Chapter,  No.  17,  Hartford,  to  convene  said  Chapter  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  27,  191 1  (stated  convocation)  at  5.45 
p.m.  and  this  is  how  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  viewed 
the  action : 

"  Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  dispensations 
granted  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  report  in  relation  to 
Pythagoras  Chapter,  No.  17,  we  believe  the  business  transacted 
could  have  been  carried  on  by  a  Special  Convocation,  which  was 
the  reception  of  a  '  traveling  triangle,'  but  under  the  circum- 
stances we  reluctantly  approve  the  same." 

Well,  well,  and  yet  that  precious  bit  of  Canadian  gold 
was  sent  out  under  saintly  auspices  to  the  Capitular  uni- 
verse on  a  holy  mission,  and,  it  is  averred,  is  endowed  with 
such  rare  virtues  that  the  place  where  it  temporarily  rests 
while  on  its  jourheyings,  can  never  henceforth  be  visited 
by  the  demon  of  discord,  but  ever  after  enjoy  sweet  tran- 
quility and  success,  the  sure  reward  of  those  who  un- 
wittingly entertain  an  angel  unawares.  We  just  hate  to 
contemplate  what  its  greeting  would  have  been  if  its  re- 
ception were  left  to  that  trio  of  Connecticut  jurists,  who, 
in  the  majesty  of  their  pride,  could  dub  the  golden  messen- 
ger of  good  will,  etc.,  "  a  travelling  triangle,"  as  if  there 
were  a  dozen  other  similar  emblems  on  the  move  in  gen- 
erous competition.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  "  re- 
luctance "  to  endorse  the  action  of  the  G.  H.  P.  will  not 
impair  the  good  effect  which  otherwise  would  be  certain 
to  succeed  the  advent  of  the  unusual  and  gifted  visitant. 
If  results  are  adverse,  let  us  prav  that  they  fall  on  the 
irreverent  heads  of  the  blameworthy.  In  any  event,  the 
Sage  of  Crotona  should  be  exempt  and  it  may  reasonably 
be  presumed  that,  if  only  on  account  of  its  good  name, 
No.  17  will  doubtless  reap  the  advantages  which  we  are 
told  is  the  sure  guerdon  of  those  who  take  in  the  stranger. 

We  are  again  pleased  to  exchange  greetings  with  M. 
E.  Comp.  Kies  to  whose  capable  hands  is  entrusted  the 
compilation  of  the  annual  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters. 
He  takes  our  remarks  anent  the  General  Grand  High 
Priest's  remarkable  journeyings  and  visitations  with  a 
gravity  to  which,  from  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  made, 
they  were  perhaps  not  entitled,  and  consequently  we  feel 


xxii  APPENDIX 

disposed,  in  self-defence,  to  quote  his  own  words  when  he 
paused  at  Texas  to  explain  that  what  he  had  attempted 
as  a  pleasantry  was  accepted  in  an  opposite  sense. 

We  will  admit,  however,  that  even  after  many  years 
of  seeking  we  are  unable  to  determine  the  raison  d'etre 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  It  is,  as  we  are  told,  an 
organization  composed  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
present  principal  officers  of  most  of  the  Grand  Chapters 
within  the  United  States  which,  subscribing  to  its  funds, 
are  permitted  to  send  delegates  to  the  triennial  gatherings 
and  take  their  chances  of  being  selected  for  the  position 
of  junior  office  holder,  whence  in  course  of  years  they 
may  climb  to  the  giddy  altitude  of  head  of  the  body.  It 
takes  charge  of  and  institutes  Chapters  in  territory  where 
there  is  no  Grand  Chapter,  but  in  no  other  sense  is  it  a 
Grand  Chapter  per  se,  though  it  allocates  to  itself  certain 
powers  to  which  there  is  a  visible  string  attachment,  and 
its  officers  cannot  claim  any  greater  dignity  than  that 
which  they  attained  to  in  their  own  State  Grand  Chapter. 
Therefore,  while  one  can  realize  and  appreciate  the  attend- 
ance of  its  members  at  the  triennial  meetings  of  the  or- 
ganization, it  becomes  another  matter  and  one  more 
puzzling  to  the  onlooker  when  the  chief  officer  of  the 
latter  can  go  from  his  own  limited  sphere  to  the  numerous 
sovereign  Grand  Chapters  and  assume  a  position  of 
superiority  and  dignity  to  which  apparently  the  position 
does  not  entitle  him.  Within  his  own  bailiwick  he  may  be 
everything  that  its  regulations  provide,  but  these  appar- 
ently do  not  authorize  him  to  parade  a  greatness  and 
assume  an  authority  within  the  limits  of  constituencies 
which  pay  homage  to  no  ruler  but  he  to  whom  the  Capi- 
tular dwellers  thereof  have  pledged  their  fealty.  Within 
the  confines  of  the  General  Grand's  authority  its  chief  is 
entitled  to  all  that  its  enactments  permit  him  to  be.  Be- 
yond them  he  is,  from  the  outsider's  standpoint,  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  what  his  own  State  jurisdiction  has 
already  given  him.  If  our  premises  are  wrong,  we  will 
gladly  and  humbly  accept  correction  and  an  explanation. 
Meantime  we  have  carefully  read  the  Constitution  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  and  have  discovered  nothing  there 
to  change  our  original  opinion. 
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There  was  no  thought  of  censure  in  our  comment, 
and  it  was  far  from  our  desire  to  be  unjust.  It  was  the 
position  not  the  individual  we  had  in  mind.  If  the  visits 
of  the  G.  G.  H.  P.  were  intended  to  be  of  a  social  nature, 
as  Comp.  Kies  suggests,  then  somebody  is  to  blame  for  ex- 
ploiting them  into  the  semblance  of  a  function  which  rele- 
gated the  State  Grand  Chapter  ruler  into  a  palpably  in- 
ferior position.  This  is  how  we  have  viewed  matters  as 
set  forth  in  the  records,  not  only  of  Connecticut,  but  else- 
where, and  is  the  reason  why  we,  in  search  of  informa- 
tion, queried  certain  actions  which  Comp.  Kies  fails  to 
include  in  his  explanation  and  which  we  trust  he  will 
charitably  amend  later  on  and  clear  up  what,  to  our  dis- 
tant view,  is  an  anomaly. 

Whether  the  alleged  supremacy  of  the  General  Grand 
is  regarded  by  its  defenders  as  a  sine  qua  non,  or  merely 
a  tribute  to  age  and  custom  it  is  certain  that  United  States 
opinion  is  divided,  as  witness  Comp.  Kies'  comment  on 
certain  remarks  of  the  Wyoming  reporter : 

"  He  regrets  that  the  General  Grand  is  not  a  sovereign  in- 
stead of  a  purely  advisory  body.  As  we  have  repeatedly  stated, 
we  disagree." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Kies  takes  exception  to  an  observation, 
also  intended  to  be  other  than  serious,  having  reference 
to  Connecticut's  method  of  bunching  the  "  foreigners  " 
at  the  end  of  his  report  to  the  exclusion  of  the  handier 
alphabetical  arrangement  as  generally  practised.  He- 
rejoins  : 

"  Continue  to  give  us  material  about  which  to  write,  and  we 
agree  to  keep  on  straining  our  space  to  the  limit  in  the  endeavor 
to  give  you  proper  'attention.'  But  don't,  please  don't  jump  to 
conclusions." 

Now  what  else  could  we  do  ?  Failing  to  discover  Can- 
ada among  the  C's  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  jump  to 
his  "  conclusion  "  in  order  to  find  it  at  all,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  in  reports  of  his  to  come,  and  may  there  be 
many  of  them,  the  reviewer  will  continue  to  "  jump  to 
conclusions "  in  order  to  see  how  he  regards  this 
"  foreigner."  It  is  observed  that  in  Connecticut's  official 
lists  of  representatives,  etc.,  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
segregating  the  "  foreigners." 
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"As  to  lining  up  Canada  with  the  'foreigners,'  is  she  not 
outside  our  borders?  We  notice  that,  whenever  any  of  the  hand- 
ful of  mistaken  zealots  suggest  Canada's  annexation  to  the  U.  S., 
a  mighty  roar  of  rage  and  disapproval  arises  in  Canada  and  a 
vehement  determination  is  expressed  never,  no  never,  to  submit 
to  political  union  with  the  U.  S.  And,  to  be  entirely  candid,  we 
hope  that  Canada  will  maintain  this  position.  But,  Comp.  Bennett, 
just  travel  a  few  miles,  come  over  the  border,  and  we  will  agree 
to  treat  you,  even  though  geographically  you  are  a  '  foreigner,'  at 
least  as  fraternally  as  though  you  lived  here." 

So  far  as  the  amenities  associated  with  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  are  concerned,  we  have  yet  to  learn  that  there 
exists  any  "  border  "  line,  and  we  trust  nothing  will  ever 
transpire  that  may  even  tend  to  rupture  the  fraternal 
annexation  that  we  rejoice  in  and  cherish.  As  to  any 
other  sentiment  we  prefer  to  leave  such  to  the  "  roarers  " 
and  others  of  that  ilk  whom  Comp.  Kies,  thoughtlessly 
perhaps,  deigns  to  "  notice."  Forasmuch  as  we  have  fre- 
quently during  a  Masonic  life  of  many  years  travelled 
among  our  brethren  of  the  United  States  and  at  no  time 
being  regarded  other  than  as  one  among  themselves,  we 
can  appreciate  at  its  value  Comp.  Kies'  fraternal  invita- 
tion, and  did  circumstances  permit  would  gladly  avail 
ourselves  of  it. 

W.  Jerome  Bissell,  Litchfield,  Grand  High  Priest. 
James  McCormick,  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 

Delaware 

Chapters   ..  4.  Members   ..    1141. 

To  greet  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter,  the  Delaware  Companions  assembled 
in  Special  Convocation  at  Wilmington  on  the  afternoon 
of  March  25,  191 1,  and  to  assist  in  the  welcome,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania  lent  his  smiling  coun- 
tenance to  the  occasion,  and  to  enhance  the  brilliancy  was 
accompanied  by  a  number  of  distinguished  officers  and 
other  lesser  lights  from  that  important  jurisdiction  which 
does  not  admit  "  allegiance  "  to  the  ancient  but  peculiar 
organization  which  claims  authority  over  the  Capitular 
United  States.     Perhaps  with  this  in  view   Past  Grand 
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High  Priest  Geo.  W.  Kendrick,  from  the  Quaker  State, 
thought  it  well  to  explain  their  position.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  newspaper  from  another  jurisdiction,  which  fur- 
nished an  account  of  a  similar  "General  Grand"  visit. 
"  In  looking  it  over,"  he  observed : 

"  I  was  interested  to  learn  that  he  was  at  the  head  of  all  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  United  States.  I  said  to  myself, 
'Kendrick,  you  have  got  a  new  boss;  now,  what  do  you  think  of 
that.' 

"  Now,  of  course,  we  would  never  get  a  visit  from  your  Gen- 
eral Grand  High  Priest,  and  I  don't  suppose  it  would  do  much 
good  if  we  were.  If  we  should  join  we  would  be  only  one  of 
you,  and  we  would  not  be  the  head  of  everything  existing 
Masonically." 

But  notwithstanding  that  Pennsylvania  chooses  to  walk 
alone  and  without  the  protecting  shadow  of  the  General 
Grand's  maternal  wing,  he  gave  his  Delaware  hosts  to 
understand  that  the  Masonic  community  of  his  State  con- 
templated "  the  greatest  charitable  '  Home  '  in  the  United 
States,"  as  already  it  had  the  finest  Masonic  Temple. 

The  honored  visitors  were  subsequently  dined  with 
true  Delaware  hospitality,  and  in  the  evening  witnessed  a 
creditable  presentation  of  the  R.  A.  degree  by  Delta  Chap- 
ter. 

Grand  High  Priest  Albert  F.  Polk  greeted  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Forty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  same 
city  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  January,  1912.  He  ex- 
pressed regret  that  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Wil- 
liam H.  Cook,  and  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  Edward 
Tylus  Price,  had  been  called  by  death  during  the  year  and 
paid  merited  tribute  to  them  and  others.  In  the  dutiful 
pause  following,  the  hymn  "  One  Sweetly  Solemn 
Thought "  was  sung,  and  an  appropriate  prayer  delivered 
by  a  Reverend  Companion. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  congratulated  his  hearers  on 
the  good  showing  made  by  the  Chapters,  all  of  which  he 
visited  and  where  he  found  a  genuine  harmonious,  spirit 
prevailing. 
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He  had  no  decisions  to  record,  for  the  reason  that  the 
Companions  everywhere  knew  the  governing  laws  "  and 
kept  them  to  a  hair." 

Grand  Lodge's  action  in  procuring  a  home  for  the 
needy  appealed  to  him,  and  he  urged  the  co-operation  of 
Grand  Chapter,  which  subsequently  passed'  a  vote  of 
$300.00. 

He  recommended  procedure  looking  to  the  securing  of 
uniformity  in  the  Chapters  and  especially  in  the  dealing 
with  Companions  delinquent  in  the  matter  of  dues. 

In  concluding  he  referred  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
first  Companion  selected  for  the  highest  position  outside 
of  the  city  of  Wilmington  in  fifty  years.  Little  wonder 
that  the  name  "  Grand  Chapter  of  Wilmington  "  has  been 
facetiously  applied  to  Delaware  so  frequently. 

Incidentally  Grand  Secretary  Price  in  his  report  men- 
tioned the  fact  that  he  had  with  it  completed  a  quarter  of 
a  century  of  service  in  that  capacity. 

The  new  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah  was  formally  recog- 
nized, and  the  Grand  Representatives  in  attendance  were 
presented  and  received  with  customary  impressiveness. 

His  usual  sprightly  and  entertaining  report  on  Cor- 
respondence is  M.  E.  Comp.  V.  V.  Harrison's  welcome 
contribution  to  the  volume.  Alabama's  decision  to  con- 
fer the  degrees  gratuitously  on  "  ministers  of  the  Gospel  " 
and  "  Rabbis,"  he  does  not  approve.  He  even  goes  so  far 
as  to  say  that  a  lengthy  experience  has  convinced  him  that 
brethren  of  the  cloth  are  poor  workers  in  the  Craft  while 
conscientious  enough  in  their  professional  duties.  "  If 
he,"  the  parson,  "enjoys  this  luxury  as  we  do,  we  see  no 
reason  why  he  should  not  pay  for  it  as  we  do,  or  do 
without  it." 

He  reiterates,  under  Indiana  and  Minnesota,  his  belief 
in  the  necessity  of  first  opening  the  Chapter  in  order  to 
work  in  a  lesser  degree.  To  legitimize  the  latter,  he 
claims  that  the  movement  is  "  from  the  higher  to  the 
lower  and  then  back  again." 
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Under  Kentucky,  he  declares  his  unalterable  opposi- 
tion to  public  installations. 

"  Why  should  a  Chapter  want  to  parade  its  inner  workings  to 
the  profane  public?  It  always  looked  to  us  as  though  it  were 
an  advertisement  for  business,  and  we  have  never  yet  been  con- 
vinced that  it  was  necessary  for  a  Masonic  body  to  advertise  its 
goods  for  sale." 

A  kindly  review  of  Canada  for  191 1  is  included  in  his 
interesting  compilation.  His  "  Amen  "  is  an  expression 
of  thanks  for  universal  peace. 

Samuel  H.  Benson,  Jr.,  Wilmington,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

James  H.  Price,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 

District  of  Columbia 

Chapters   . .    12.  Members   .  .   3530. 

Moses  D.  Mull  is  the  significant  cognomen  of  the 
worthy  Companion  selected  by  his  Grand  Chapter  to  rule 
as  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  twelve  months  ended  Wed- 
nesday evening,  February  14th,  1912,  on  which  date  the 
Forty^fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held.  As  his  front 
name  indicates,  he  led  his  people  wisely  and  well,  and  like 
the  leader  of  old,  an  early  training  did  much  to  prepare 
him  for  the  lofty  positions  to  which  he  climbed  in  later 
years.  His  biographer  gives  no  hint  that  he  let  his  light 
so  shine  before  men  in  the  athletic  field  that  he  captured 
all  the  honors  therein,  though  an  accompanying  photo 
portrait  might  give  that  impression.  On  the  contrary,  we 
are  told  that  even  in  tender  years  he  wrestled  with  the 
liberal  arts  and  sciences  and  achieved  some  signal  tri- 
umphs in  encounters  with  arithmetic  and  astronomy.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  had  attained  to  the  distinction  of 
teacher  and  thenceforward,  whether  in  law,  with  the  edi- 
torial quill  or  on  the  platform,  his  conquests  were,  like 
bridal  gifts  in  the  "  sassiety  "  column,  too  numerous  to 
mention.  His  talents  are  now  enshrined  in  the  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Labour,  where,  as  an  expert  statistician,  he 
loyally  serves  his  beloved  country. 
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In  addition  to  that  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Mull  the  printed 
proceedings  include  the  portraits  of  two  of  the  earliest 
Past  Grand  High  Priests.  One  of  them  appears  in  re- 
markable garb,  probably  copied  from  that  of  those 
ancient  'brethren  who  endeavoured  to  rebuild  the  Temple. 
True,  the  gauntletted  hand  is  innocent  of  trowel,  yet  the 
buckled  sword  is  indicative  of  the  stern  resolve  to  defend 
the  holy  city  and  sanctuary  from  assault  while  a  fringed 
black  velvet  collar,  decorated  with  stars  and  rosettes,  may 
have  been  the  far  remote  substitute  for  the  sacerdotal 
breastplate.  M.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Daniels  presided 
worthily  over  Grand  Chapter  in  1872.  M.  E.  Comp.  John 
Lockie,  whose  exalted  rank  is  indicated  by  a  simple  jewel 
was  the  sagacious  ruler  of  the  previous  year. 

"  The  twelve  zodiacal  signs  have  made  their  yearly 
round,"  premised  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  opening  his 
address.  This  he  did,  not  to  exploit  his  astronomical  ac- 
quirements, but  merely  to  ring  a  change  on  the  "  flight  of 
time  "  and  similar  platitudes  so  familiar  in  the  introduc- 
tory passages  of  the  inevitable  composition.  He  an- 
nounced a  falling  away  in  membership,  but  the  loss  was 
atoned  for  in  an  increase  of  zeal  and  other  good  things. 

He  permitted  the  officers  of  LaFayette  Chapter,  No.  5, 
to  confer  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  and  for  Mount  Ver- 
non Chapter,  No.  14,  Alexandria,  Virginia,  a  concession 
that  elicited  appreciative  comment  from  Virginia's  G. 
H.  P. 

All  the  Chapters  were  visited  by  him  frequently  and 
invariably  he  discovered  the  Grand  Visitor  and  Grand 
Lecturer  on  a  similar  mission.  He  reported  well  of  the 
Chapters,  and  with  such  careful  attention  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  he  could  do  otherwise.  For  the  High  Priests' 
Association  he  had  also  words  of -praise. 

"  Through  the  Association  the  officers  of  the  Chapters  have 
been  brought  into  closer  relationship,  various  questions  which 
might  otherwise  have  required  the  official  decision  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  have  been  discussed  and  satisfactorily  settled,  and  in 
other  ways  it  has  proven  of  great  benefit  to  Capitular  Masonry 
in  this  jurisdiction. 
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"  As  an  evidence  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  work  performed 
by  the  High  Priests'  Association  and  of  the  thoroughness  with 
which  all  the  High  Priests  have  studied  the  laws,  customs,  and 
usages  of  Capitular  Masonry,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no 
question  requiring  an  official  decision  has  been  submitted  to  me 
during  the  past  year." 

In  March  notification  was  received  that  "  The  General 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Nathan  Kingsley,  of  Austin, 
Minnesota,"  (liberal  discount)  would  pay  an  "official" 
visit  on  March  22,  191 1.  The  G.  H.  P.  secured  one  of 
the  Chapters,  possessing  a  quantity  of  unfinished  ma- 
terial, to  call  a  special  convocation  "  where  he  might 
officially  receive  and  greet  the  distinguished  head  of 
Capitular  Masonry  and  hold  a  reception  in  his  honor." 

It  was  a  repetition  of  the  veni  vidi  vici  programme 
elsewhere.  "  The  distinguished  head  of  Capitular 
Masonry  "  was  royally  received,  wined  and  dined,  saw 
the  R.  A.  degree  and  left  for  Minnesota  the  following 
day,  no  doubt  impressed  with  the  whole  hearted  hos- 
pitality of  "  the  District  "  as  well  as  the  dutiful  homage 
rendered  to  the  General  Grand's  "  head  and  front." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  this  connection  considered 
that  Washington  had  a  claim  upon  the  General  Grand's 
notice  and  recommended  the  presentation,  by  its  delegates 
to  Indianapolis,  of  an  invitation  to  hold  the  next  triennial 
of  that  great  body  by  the  head  waters  of  the  Potomac. 
But  in  spite  of  the  aforesaid  entertainment  and  the  duti- 
ful homage  paid  to  "  the  distinguished  head  of  Capitular 
Masonry," — that  dinner,  etc.,  by  the  way,  cost  $123.50, — 
the  Federal  capital's  reasonable  request  was,  as  has  been 
learned  since,  overshadowed  by  the  glittering  inducements 
submitted  from  the  golden  west,  as  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco was  selected. 

"  Deserted  at  his  utmost  need 
By  those  his  former  bounty  fed." 

Many  invitations  were  tendered  the  G.  H.  P.  to  be 
present  at  Masonic  functions.  He  attended  nearly  all  of 
them  and  survives  to  tell  the  tale.    Among  these  were  the 
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High  Priests'  Association  banquet  at  the  Fredonia  Hotel ; 
the  annual  banquet  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  at 
the  Hotel  Gordon ;  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Fraternal 
Union  of  Anointed  High  Priests  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  the  banquet  of  the  Fellowship  Club;  the  thirty- 
fourth  annual  banquet  of  the  Masonic  Veteran  Associa- 
tion of  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  the  Metropolitan 
Hotel  and  probably  others  at  hostelries  of  less  prominence. 
These  with  the  functions  in  connection  with  the  centennial 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  corner  stone  ceremony  of 
the  Scottish  Rite  Temple,  kept  him  busy. 

"  The  plans  of  the  new  Temple  indicate  that  it  will  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  architectural  attractions  of  Washington, 
and  exceed  in  cost  every  edifice  in  the  city  except  the  Union 
Station  and  some  of  the  public  buildings." 

Grand  Chapter  had  decided  at  the  previous  Convo- 
cation to  contribute  annually  to  the  building  fund  of  the 
Masonic  Home,  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  an  amount  equal 
to  one-fourth  of  the  annual  per  capita  assessment.  The 
sum  of  $879.50  was  paid  over  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Home,  and  through  their  secretary,  the  latter  con- 
veyed their  "  thanks  for  the  highly  appreciated  action  of 
the  Grand  Chapter."  The  directors'  "  thanks  "  is  about 
all  the  return  Grand  Chapter  gets,  just  now,  for  its  ap- 
plication for  representation  on  the  Board  was  met  by  a 
reply  that  the  charter  conditions  barred  Grand  Chapter 
out.  There  is,  however,  much  satisfaction  provided  in 
the  sure  knowledge  that  "  the  poor  and  needy  "  are  being 
cared  for. 

"  The  needs  of  the  Home  are  ever  before  us,  and  I  trust  that 
,  each  companion   will  make  them  a  matter  of  his  own   personal 
concern." 

Grand  Secretary  Johnston  was  made  happy  by  the 
permission  to  instal  a  steel  locker  in  his  office  wherein  to 
secure  the  Grand  Chapter  jewels  and  incidentally  his 
superfluous  wealth. 

"  Companion  Delos  W.  Thayer,  in  behalf  of  the  con- 
stituent Chapters,  presented  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  a 
massive  silver  table  service,  which  was  accepted  by  M.  E. 
Companion  Mull." 
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Now  was  that  latter  assurance  really  necessary?  In 
any  case  congratulations  are  in  order.  In  addition,  the 
M.  E.  Companion  was  presented  with  the  jewel  of  his 
rank  by  Grand  Chapter.  This  also,  we  are  told,  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  M.  E.  Companion. 

E.  Comp.  Roe  Fulkerson  blithely  mounts  the  review- 
ing stand  and  sweeping  the  vast  Capitular  multitude  with 
a  comprehensive  "  now-I've-got-you "  gleam  in  his  all 
observant  windowless  southern  optic  breaks  into  poetry 
thuswise: 

"  The  man  who  fears  to  take  his  stand  alone, 

But  follows  where  the  greatest  number  lead, 
Should  hasten  to  his  rest  beneath  a  stone — 
The  great  majority  of  men  are  dead." 

It  will  be  at  once  inferred  that  the  Companion  is  dis- 
inclined to  any  immediate  desire  to  rupture  his  present 
connection  with  the  minority.  He  then  introduces  him- 
self as  one  who  is  willing  to  hazard  a  well  earned  repu- 
tation for  the  privilege  of  letting  the  other  fellows  know 
what  he  thinks  of  them.  Hear  him.  Don't  mind  the 
variety  of  metre.    His  license  covers  more  than  that. 

And  then  again,  my  brethren,  in  the  ninth  verse  we  find, 

"  I  honor  a  man  who  is  willing  to  sink 

Half  his  present  repute  for  the  freedom  to  think, 
And  having  thought,  be  his  cause   strong  or  weak, 
Will  sink  t'  other  half  for  the  freedom  to  speak." 

We're  off! 

Nor  must  the  exclamation,  which  like  an  "  Amen,"  is 
appended  to  the  effusion,  be  taken  for  an  admission  of  a 
sudden  attack  of  brain  storm  or  a  desire  to  go  out  and 
"  see  a  man."  It  is  merely  an  intimation  that,  without 
further  preface  he  is  about  to  speak  with  the  freedom  he 
so  eloquently,  because  poetically,  advocates.    He  does. 

With  Canada  for  191 1  he  lingers  for  more  than  an 
ordinary  visit  and  under  the  impression  that  something 
good  may  be  picked  up,  inspects  the  cellars  and  root 
bouses  in  addition  to  sampling  the  pot  luck  elsewhere. 
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"  Bennett  has  the  correspondence  report.  There  is  no  use  to 
say  which  Bennett !  There  is  only  one  with  the  name  blown  in 
the  bottle  !„  None  others  are  genuine  !  My !  How  that  man  can 
write !  He  gives  us  half  a  dozen  pages  in  his  review,  all  of  it  of 
infinite  interest,  giving  us  that  opportunity  which  Bobbie  Burns 
so  longed  for  to  '  see  ourselves  as  ithers  see  us.'  He  says  our 
Grand  Visitor  and  Lecturer  gets  the  same  salary  for  making 
social  calls  on  the  constituent  Chapters  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
gets  for  real  work.  He  is  mistaken.  Before  a  man  can  be  in- 
stalled as  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  in  the  District  he  must  pre- 
sent to  his  companions  a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Lecturer  that 
he  is  able  to  work  every  degree  in  the  Chapter.  In  many,  many 
cases  the  Grand  Lecturer  must  sit  up  nights  with  these  incoming 
High  Priests,  in  addition  to  which  he  holds  a  school  of  instruction 
twice  a  month.     His  job  is  no  sinecure!" 

The  explanation  is  accepted  with  an  assurance  of  per- 
sonal admiration  for  an  officer  who  is  willing  to  sacrifice 
his  well  earned  rest  that  his  pupils  may  attain  perfection. 
When  it  is  understood  that  the  dozen  Chapters  of  "  the 
District "  are  within  a  "  hand  shake "  distance  of  each 
other  it  could  only  be  expected  that  the  spirit  of  emula- 
tion, consistent  with  intellectual  environment,  would  in 
itself  be  sufficient  to  permit  the  Grand  Lecturer  to  enjoy 
the  reward  which  is  symbolically  promised  in  the  final 
lesson  of  the  twenty-four  inch  gauge. 

"He  comments  a  little  sarcastically  on  the  presentation  of  a 
fine  ring  by  the  constituent  Chapters  to  Grand  High  Priest  Wood- 
man in  addition  to  his  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel.  This  is 
done  every  year  here,  and  is  an  outcropping  of  the  High  Priests' 
Association.  Each  year  the  Grand  High  Priest,  accompanied  by 
the  other  officers,  makes  a  grand  visitation  to  each  constituent 
Chapter.  For  many  years  it  was  the  custom  on  these  occasions 
for  the  Chapter  visited  to  present  him  a  bunch  of  flowers  or  some 
little  memento  of  the  occasion ;  latterly  this  has  been  discontinued 
and  each  Chapter  contributes  ten  dollars  to  a  pool  and  this  pool 
is  spent  for  a  present  of  sufficient  consequence  to  make  it  worth 
while.    The  Grand  Chapter,  of  course,  presents  the  usual  jewel." 

Who  could  help  being  what  he  dubs,  sarcastic,  when 
a  little  game  of  pool  like  that  is  made  a  periodical  amuse- 
ment.   Quite  tooralooral. 

"  The  golden  petals  fallen  in  the  pool, 
Made  the  dark  water  with  their  beauty,  gay." 

One  can  never  tell  to  what  this  spasm  of  generous  giv- 
ing may  attain.     In  a  single  year  the  "  fine  ring "  has 
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developed  into  "  a  massive  silver  table  service,"  and  yet 
the  germ  of  the  thing  was  a  simple  "  bunch  of  flowers," 
neither  gold  nor  silver,  yet  "  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was 
not  arrayed  like  one  of  these." 

He  seizes  upon  a  lapsus  calami,  or  to  be  strictly  accur- 
ate, as  the  matter  was  dictated,  a  result  of  faulty  enuncia- 
tion, to  playfully  wield  the  knout  across  our  devoted 
shoulders.  Needless  to  remark  "  we  saw  it  coming  "  and 
"  ducked."  While  admitting  that  the  castigation  was  jus- 
tified, it  is  observed  with  a  feeling  of  acute  sadness  that 
he  permitted  his  righteous  indignation  to  boil  over  until 
frisky  intent  assumed  the  terrorizing  aspect  of  a  severe 
paroxysm  of  "  high  strikes."  It  was  humorous,  painfully 
so,  but  the  attack  was,  fortunately  for  himself,  brief. 
Before  he  shook  the  dust  of  Canada  from  his  pedal  under- 
pinnings and  headed  for  Colorado,  he  had  resumed  his 
pristine  gaiety.    The  broad  gentle  smile  was  again  audible. 

And  the  cause  of  the  offending,  where  did  it  lie? 
Simply  in  a  well  meant  attempt  to  describe  his  shining 
peculiarities,  the  stenographer  substituted  the  word  "trite" 
for  one  that  rhymed  with  it  and  which  would,  of  course, 
have  illumined  the  situation  with  more  pleasing  effect.  It 
does,  we  confess,  show  a  rare  absence  of  tact  when  one 
essays  to  dictate  something  requiring  accurate  expres- 
sion, with  perhaps  an  enlarged  gumboil  or  the  doubtful 
aid  of  chewing  gum,  all  the  more  difficult  in  either  case 
when  "  the  grinders  are  few."  This  veracious,  yet 
humiliating  confession,  is  compelled  by  the  sobbing  ad- 
mission of  our  merry  Companion  that  his  young  affec- 
tions had  been  stirred  from  slumber  by  a  brief  intercourse 
with  Canada. 

"  Perhaps  it  was  right  to  dissemble  your  love, 
But  why  did  you  kick  me  downstairs." 

Which  it  may  be  remarked  sounds  "trite,"  yet  he  has 
our  solemn  assurance  that  we  feel  woefully  contrite.  Yet  a 
ray  of  comfort  may  proceed  from  the  fact  that  we  are 
not  alone  in  the  matter  of  an  occasional  tactless  venture, 
for  in  journeying  through  the  southern  home  of  the 
palmetto  we  discovered  a  similar  gem  of  rare  beauty  laid 
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at  the  feet  of — "tell  it  not  in  Gath,  nor  publish  it  in  the 
streets  of  Asbury  Park" — the  Gamaliel  of  Illinois.  The 
courteous  correspondent  in  a  well  meant  burst  of  admira- 
tion remarked:  "His  style  is  all  his  own — it  cannot  be 
imitated.  We  would  like  to  quote  some  of  his  trite  say- 
ings, etc."    Now  hear  Roe  smile. 

"  Man,  Jock,"  said  Tarn,  "  ye  can  steer  clear  o'  muckle 
deeficulty  wi'  tact." 

"  Tact !    An'  whit's  that  ?"  said  Jock. 

"  Aweel  ye  ken,"  replied  Tarn,  "  it's  juist  like  this.  If 
ever  ye  gang  to  heeven — which  I  sair  misdoot — an'  hae 
a  crack  wd'  St.  Peter  at  the  gate,  ye  maunna  begin  by 
spierin'  aboot  the  wee  chuckies." 

Jacobus  S.  Jones,  Washington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington,  Grand  Secretary. 

England 

Chapters   .  .  Members   .  . 

It  has  been  stated  ere  this  that  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
the  old  lands  are  chary  about  "  giving  away  "  more  of 
their  proceedings  than  just  pleases  those  in  authority,  so 
that  little  as  published  at  which  to  point  a  moral  or  adorn 
a  tale.  A  single  pamphlet  containing  a  brief  account  of 
a  quarterly  Convocation  held  in  London  on  the  ist  May, 
1912,  is  all  of  England's  doings  of  the  year  received  at 
this  end  of  the  postal  line. 

The  pro  Grand  Z.  Lord  Ampthill  presided  and  was 
supported  by  the  other  members  of  the  Grand  Council 
and  the  regular  officers.  There  were  only  four  Grand 
Superintendents  of  districts,  Bucks,  Berkshire,  Surrey 
and  the  distant  Punjab,  and  the  appointed  officers,  present 
and  past,  numbered  in  the  vicinity  of  one  hundred  in 
addition  to  the  Principals  and  Past  Principals  of  many 
subordinate  Chapters. 

In  "  Ancient  and  Solemn  Form  "  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  duly  opened  and  the  minutes  of  the  previous  Con- 
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vocation  confirmed.  The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
were  declared  and  a  list  of  promotions  and  appointments 
read  and  ratified. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  General  Purposes 
was  submitted  and  its  recommendations  approved.  If 
they  excited  any  discussion  or  contrary  opinion,  the  record 
does  not  state  the  fact. 

Seven  new  Chapters  were  authorized,  three  of  them 
for  London  and  four  >in  the  provinces,  and  seven  were 
given  permission  to  change  their  quarters,  one  of  them  to 
flit  from  No.  78  to  61  Yamashitacho,  Yokohama.  Prob- 
lem— Find  that  Chapter.  In  connection  with  the  new 
Chapters  it  was  resolved 

"  That  in  order  to  promote  as  far  as  possible  the  efficient 
working  of  new  Chapters,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Com- 
panions designated  for  the  Principal  Chairs  shall  be  fully  qualified 
by  previous  service  in  the  respective  offices." 

The  recommendation  to  invest  £500  in  India  three  and 
a  half  per  cent,  stock  was  agreed  to. 

A  statement  of  accounts  was  appended,  showing  that 
about  770  Chapters  had  forwarded  sums  aggregating  over 
two  thousand  pounds,  and  which  with  interest  and  other 
receipts  made  a  total  income  of  £3,307,  offset  by  expendi- 
tures amounting  to  £2,131,  which  included  £1,532  for 
salaries. 

H.  R.  H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  Grand  Z. 

Sir  E.  Letchworth,  London,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Florida 

Chapters   . .  30.  Members  . .   2003. 

The  year  preceding  the  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Convoca- 
tion held  at  Jacksonville,  on  May  21st,  191 2,  was  one  of 
"  quiet  work  "  with  an  advance  in  membership  and  no 
case  of  argument  to  disturb  the  general  serenity.  Grand 
High  Priest  Frank  B.  Stoneman  congratulated  the  Com- 
panions that  the  official  roster  was  left  intact,  but  death 
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had  removed  two  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  M.  E. 
Comps.  Michael  Bowes  (1873-4)  and  William  Henry 
Jewell  (1896)  both  of  whom  had  left  the  impress  of  well 
ordered  lives  upon  the  records.  He  also  paid  feeling  tri- 
bute to  a  Companion  of  the  jurisdiction,  Robert  J.  Bate- 
man,  of  Jacksonville,  one  of  the  victims  of  the  "  Titanic  " 
disaster,  who, 

"  having  an  opportunity  to  enter  one  of  the  boats  that  finally 
reached  safety,  refused  the  offer  and,  placing  a  woman  relative 
in  the  boat,  smilingly  returned  and  shared  the  fate  of  his  fellow 
passengers." 

He  suggested  that  they  might,  with  propriety,  appro- 
priate a  reasonable  sum  to  assist  in  raising  any  memorial 
to  him  that  may  be  contemplated  by  the  fraternity  of 
Masons. 

Of  the  eight  Chapters  set  apart  by  him  for  visitation, 
and  he  arranged  the  division  himself,  he  contrived  to  get 
to  two  of  them,  apart  from  his  own  Chapter.  His  terri- 
tory was  over  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  to  cover 
it  involved  much  difficulty  and  no  little  expense.  Yet  the 
value  of  such  visits  impressed  him,  and  he  urged  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  would  make  the  duty  less 
burdensome.  His  colleagues  in  the  work  were  more  or 
less  assiduous  in  covering  their  assignments.  The  Grand 
Scribe  notified  the  nine  selected  for  his  supervision,  but 
reported  that  none  had  responded.  One  of  them,  his 
own,  he  stated,  had  paid  up  its  indebtedness  to  Grand 
Chapter,  and  then  gave  up  the  ghost,  the  removal  of  26 
of  the  members  out  of  a  total  of  33  being  the  cause.  The 
G.  S.  forthwith  affiliated  with  Live  Oak  Chapter,  which 
if  its  name  indicates  anything,  is  not  likely  to  emulate  the 
rapid  decay  and  dissolution  of  its  elder  sister. 

A  new  Chapter  was  constituted  by  the  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  at  Dade  City. 

The  G.  H.  P.  refused  permission  to  a  Chapter  to 
donate  a  portion  of  its  funds  to  assist  in  improving  a 
burying  place  set  apart  for  fallen  Confederate  warriors 
on  the  ground  that  such  expenditure  was  not  lawful. 
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The  Grand  Treasurer  having  notified  him  shortly 
after  last  Convocation  that  he  had  an  opportunity  to  loan 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida,  at  5  per  cent.,  some  of  the 
funds  of  Grand  Chapter  which  were  then  drawing  4  per 
cent.,  he  authorized  the  loan  of  such  funds  as  were  then 
available,  taking  therefor  the  authorized  obligation  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  in  his  report,  announced  that 
the  War  Department  of  the  U.  S.  had  made  and  enforced 
a  regulation  prohibiting  the  inscription  of  any  insignia 
or  emblem  of  any  fraternal  or  secret  society  on  any  of 
the  monuments  or  tombstones  in  the  National  Cemetery 
of  the  United'  States,  and  that  a  member  had  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  permit  such  emblems 
or  insignia  to  be  inscribed  on  monuments  or  tombstones." 

He  further  said  that  a  number  of  Grand  Lodges  and 
other  Masonic  bodies  were  taking  the  matter  up,  and 
were  trying  to  bring  influence  to  bear  to  have  this  resolu- 
tion passed,  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  well  for  Grand 
Chapter  to  follow  their  example. 

Tampa  Chapter  wrote  that,  in  the  opinion  of  its 
members,  it  would  be  advisable  in  the  interests  of  Capitu- 
lar Masonry  that  the  Grand  Chapter  should  meet  at 
different  sections  of  the  State  annually,  and  cordially 
invited  the  body  to  select  Tampa  for  the  next  occasion. 

After  a  full  discussion,  a  motion  was  favored  to  the 
effect  "that  the  invitation  of  Tampa  Chapter,  No.  3,  be 
received  and  filed,  that  the  Grand  Chapter  express  thanks 
to  the  Tampa  Companions  for  the  kind  invitation,  and  to 
express  regret  that  it  could  not  see  its  way  clear  to 
accept  the  same." 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  endeavored 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Grand  Chapter  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  male  stenographer  who  was  a  Mason,  for 
the  convenience  of  committees  at  this  Annual  Convoca- 
tion, and  had  the  promise  of  one  of  the  best  in  the  city 
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for  this  occasion,  but  for  some  unaccountable  reason  the 
stenographer  had  not  kept  his  agreement. 

The  Committees  did  not  have  a  great  deal  to  do,  and 
it  is  likely  the  stenographer  was  not  greatly  missed.  There 
is  a  Committee  on  Correspondence,  but  possibly  a  report 
from  its  members  was  not  forthcoming  owing  to  the 
unexplained  absence  of  that  expert.  It  was  the  Juris- 
prudence Committee  that  recommended  the  recognition 
of  the  new  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah. 

Robert  McClellan,  Gainesville,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Wiilber  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville,  Grand  Secretary. 

Georgia 

Chapters   .  .    134.  Members   . .   7021. 

Grand  High  Priest  John  R.  Wilkinson,  at  the  Nine- 
tieth Annual  Convocation,  held  in  the  city  of  Macon, 
April  24,  1912,  expressed  gratitude  for  many  favors,  but 
regretted  that  the  Chapters  generally  had  fallen  away  in 
enthusiasm,  those  located  in  the  more  populous  places 
saving  the  situation.  Two  serious  gaps  in  the  veteran 
ranks  he  reported,  M.  E.  Comp.  Y.  A.  Wright,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  E.  Comp.  A.  Q.  Moody,  who,  for 
some  years,  had  charge  of  the  Capitular  Correspondence 
reporting.     Both  were  highly  esteemed  Companions. 

He  was  asked  as  to  the  position  of  a  "bird  man,"  a 
member  of  the  U.  S.  Aviation  Corps,  who  was  a  Master 
Mason  in  good  standing,  and  desired  to  receive  the 
Chapter  degrees  in  a  certain  Chapter.  It  was  explained 
that  the  applicant  had  no  fixed  home,  but  is  "moved  from 
one  place  to  another,"  always  accompanied  by  his  wife. 

The  G.  H.  P.  decided  "that,  as  the  Brother  had  re- 
sided in  no  place  long  enough  to  fix  his  residence,  he 
was  what  is  known  as  a  'Treasure  Trove,'  that  the 
Chapter  named  had  as  much  jurisdiction  over  the  Brother 
as  any  other,  and  could  entertain  the  petition." 

This  ruling  was  approved,  and  it  is  presumed,  that 
"Treasure  Trove"  has  by  this  time  advanced  in  Masonic 
knowledge. 
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The  "ordained  minister  of  the  Gospel"  came  up  again 
in  a  question  as  to  whether  a  Chapter  could  remit  or 
refund  the  fees  in  the  case  of  such  applicant.  He  re- 
plied that  "some  Chapters  remit  the  fee  in  such  cases, 
but  it  is  a  bad  practice  and  in  violation  of  the  law."  Here, 
too,  the  sapient  Committee  approved,  but  nothing  was 
hinted  as  to  the  penalty  for  law-breaking. 

From  the  above  and  other  queries  it  is  gathered  that 
a  course  of  study  in  the  governing  regulations  would  be 
of  some  advantage  to  not  a  few  of  the  Chapters.  As  an 
instance,  he  was  asked  if  the  degrees  could  not  be  con- 
ferred for  ten  dollars,  the  statutory  fee  being  collected 
and  the  other  ten  returned  to  the  candidate  subsequently. 
So  palpable  a  scheme  to  evade  the  letter  of  the  law  was 
merely  met  by  a  plain  statement  of  fact,  unadorned  with 
any  reproof  or  warning. 

Four  "defunct"  Chapters  having  petitioned  for  res- 
toration of  their  charters,  dispute  arose  as  to  the  amounts 
that  should  be  paid  in  such  cases,  a  recommendation  to 
Grand  Chapter  not  having  been  acted  upon.  The  Juris- 
prudence Committee  fixed  the  amount  at  $30.  The 
resuscitated  Chapters  which  had  paid  this  fee,  but  had 
been  asked  for  more,  were  thus  made  happy. 

Six  new  Chapters  were  constituted  and  two  new  ones 
started  under  dispensation. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  W.  F.  Bowe  presented  a 
eulogistic  memorial  of  which  Major  Archibald  Butt,  one 
of  the  Titanic  victims,  was  the  subject.  It  recommended 
a  contribution  of  two  hundred  dollars  towards  a  proposed 
monument.  The  Committee  which  considered  the 
matter  agreed  with  all  that  was  said  of  the  deceased,  but 
balked  at  the  concluding  resolution. 

"  Brother  Butt  was  not  a  member  of  this  Grand  Body  and 
did  not  have  any  active  interest  in  it,  and  we  believe  that  it  would 
establish  a  very  bad  precedent  indeed  to  appropriate  sums  of 
money  to  objects  of  this  kind,  no  matter  how  worthy  or  how 
heroic  the  sacrifice  of  the  individual." 

The  same  Committee  expressed  regret  that  the  Grand 
Lodge   of   Georgia,   at   its   session   in    191 1,   reduced   its 
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appropriation  to  the  Masonic  Home  from  $600.00  to 
$500.00  per  month,  and  implied  a  rebuke  to  that  body  by- 
stating  that  there  are  more  inmates  at  the  present  time 
than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  Home,  and  as  a 
consequence  of  this  reduction  for  maintenance  it  has 
fallen  into  debt  about  $1,100.  By  way  of  emphasizing 
their  opinion,  it  was  thereupon  recommended  that  the 
sum  of  $1,200  be  paid  at  once  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  liquidate  this  outstanding  indebted- 
ness, and  that  $100  per  month  be  paid  over  to  him  for 
maintenance  until  the  next  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
making  a  total  appropriation  of  $1,800. 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  question 
of  recognizing  Western  Australia  and  Utah  will  appa- 
rently have  a  year  to  consider  the  matter. 

The  recommendation  to  appoint  a  State  Grand  Lec- 
turer at  a  salary  of  $1200  per  year  and  expenses  was 
agreed  to. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  a  general  report  from 
the  Correspondence  Committee. 

W.  G.  England,  Cedartown,  Grand  High  Priest. 

W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon,  Grand  Secretary. 

Idaho 

Chapters   .  .    14.  Members   .  .  969. 

This  young  Grand  Chapter,  which  met  in  Third 
Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of  Coeur  d'Alene  on  13th 
June,  191 1,  gives  decided  evidence  of  activity,  and  Grand 
High  Priest  Jotham  A.  Lippincott  assured  the  Com- 
panions that  the  individual  Chapters  were,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  "particularly  prosperous." 

He  authorized  the  institution  of  a  new  Chapter  at 
Gooding  and  reported  the  constitution  of  that  at  Twin 
Falls,  which  was  empowered  to  work  "conforming  in  all 
things  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and 
General  Royal  Arch  Constitution."  The  latter,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, being  that  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  but  why, 
deponent  sayeth  not. 
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He  visited  two  Chapters  and  was  so  well  pleased  with 
his  experience  that  he  records  his  conviction  that  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  that  is  the  next  one  and  his  suc- 
cessors, should  visit  every  one  at  least  once,  as  good 
would  result;  indeed  he  predicted  that  in  the  course  of 
time  the  Grand  Officers  would  not  be  strangers  to  the 
constituent  Chapters. 

He  concluded  his  brief  talk  to  the  Companions  with 
expressions  of  regret  for  his  shortcomings,  thanks  for 
their  recognition  of  his  ability  to  preside,  and  a  hope 
that  the  Divine  blessing  would  continue  to  cheer  them 
onward. 

Grand  Secretary  Jessup  presented  an  encouraging 
report,  showing  a  comfortable  financial  balance. 

Grand  Lecturer  Winn,  who  preceded  the  G.  H.  P., 
reported  that  the  Chapters  required  prompt  supervision, 
and,  having  done  some  visiting  himself,  observed  that 
the  working  was  not  uniform.  Idaho  had  adopted  the 
General  Grand's  ritual,  but  some  of  the  Chapters,  while 
loyal  to  that  august  body,  whose  jurisdiction  they 
acknowledged,  were  using  with  permission  a  working 
that  was  not  "according  to  Hoyle." 

He  thought  it  would  be  a  hindrance  to  otherwise 
eligible  aspirants  for  the  chair  if  the  qualifications  were 
continued  in  their  present  binding  form,  and  suggested 
that  instead  of  the  necessity  for  the  aspiring  one  being 
compelled  to  impart  the  degrees,  to  require  of  him  that 
he  possesses  "the  ability  to  learn  to  confer"  the  same,  a 
concession  that  no  doubt  will  make  it  easy  for  many  of 
elastic  conscience. 

He  recommended  that  the  minimum  fee  be  thirty 
dollars ;  that  for  each  candidate  exalted  the  sum  of  three 
dollars  be  paid  into  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  the  per  capita 
dues  annually  be  seventy-five  cents.    This  was  agreed  to. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Lecturer  Winn 
being  also  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  K.  TVs,  was, 
after  refreshment,  escorted  into  Grand  Chapter  and  speci- 
ally greeted  as  such.     Why,  is  not  stated. 


xlii  APPENDIX 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  given  a  typewriter,  and  his 
hotel  bill,  while  $200  was  voted  the  Grand  Lecturer  to 
cover  travelling  expenses. 

George  Doehne,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Albert  A.  Jessup,  Boise,  Grand  Secretary. 

Illinois 

Chapters   .  .    199.  Members   .  .   33,217. 

There  is  much  to  interest  and  inform  the  reader  in 
the  well-prepared  volume  embracing  the  Proceedings  of 
Illinois'  Sixty-second  Annual  Convocation,  which  opened 
business  in  Chicago  on  the  26th  October,  191 1. 

Numerically  this  is  the  second  largest  Capitular  juris- 
diction in  the  United  States,  and  its  mighty  strength  is 
not  due  to  placing  Grand  Chapter  on  wheels.  The 
Empire  State,  which  is  in  the  van  as  regards  numbers,  in 
like  manner  confines  its  legislative  deliberations  to  one 
city,  and  is  quite  satisfied  to  continue  in  its  constancy. 

Albany  is,  once  a  year,  the  Capitular  Mecca  for  the 
New  York  Companions,  as  Chicago  is  for  those  of 
Illinois,  and  neither  suffers  to  any  alarming  extent  by 
reason  of  the  decision.  Indeed  many  attractive  features 
might  possibly  be  affected  by  change.  The  feast  of 
reason  provided  annually  for  the  pilgrims  to  Albany 
would  no  doubt  be  in  danger  of  sad  diminution,  while 
the  flow  of  soul  emanating  from  the  musical  combinations 
of  which  the  Windy  City  is  justly  proud,  would  lose  all 
its  exquisite  charm  and  resolve  itself  into  a  sweet  memory 
were  the  Companions  to  find  themselves  each  autumn 
journeying  in  any  other  direction  than  to  the  shrine  of 
their  affections. 

Benignly  Grand  High  Priest  John  C.  Hallenbeck 
smiled  upon  the  delegates,  while,  after  devotional  exer- 
cises, "the  Lexington  Quartette  rendered  several 
beautiful  and  appropriate  musical  selections  in  their  well- 
known  and  inimitable  manner." 
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The  Grand  H!gh  Priest  announced  that,  departing 
from  previous  custom,  the  representatives  of  other  Grand 
Chapters  accredited  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois 
would  then  be  officially  received. 

The  ambassadorial  corps  lined  up  and  were  welcomed, 
and  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Warvelle,  "Dean  of  the 
Diplomatic  Corps,  responded  on  behalf  of  the  ambassa- 
dors, and  conveyed  to  Grand  Chapter  the  greetings  of 
the  Capitular  Powers  which  they  represented." 

In  this  connection  the  Grand  High  Priest  subse- 
quently remarked  that  two  or  more  States  were  repre- 
sented by  the  same  Companion;  one  representative  is 
living  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  and  never  attends  Grand 
Chapter,  and  in  three  cases  the  representatives  appointed 
were  not  members  of  the  Grand  Body  at  all.  But  then,  as 
the  Dean  says,  though  not  as  Dean,  "  it's  an  empty  honor," 
and  practically  "  farcical." 

Missouri's  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Austin 
L.  McRae,  was  announced  as  a  visitor  and  received  most 
cordial  welcome. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  prefacing  his  address, 
referred  to  the  death  of  Grand  Sentinel  Dr.  Edward 
Blackshaw  and  others,  and  then  followed  an  interval  of 
silence,  after  which  the  Lexington  Quartette  sang  the 
beautiful  hymn  entitled  "Golden  Bells." 

He  visited  nine  or  ten  of  the  Chapters,  most  of  which 
had  "a  fine  banquet,"  and  occasionally  it  was  "as  fine  as 
the  work  he  had  witnessed."  He  instituted  two  new 
Chapters  personally  and  one  by  proxy. 

There  were  just  ten  "Most  Excellent"  decisions  cor- 
responding in  number  with  the  "Most  Excellent"  visita- 
tions, but  when  it  came  to  recommendations  the  Most 
Excellent  was  as  generous  as  he  was  practical,  submit- 
ting nearly  a  score. 

Among  his  decisions  was  one  adversely  to  a  Chapter 
which  desired  to  attend  church  at  Easter,  wearing  regalia. 
He  ruled,  too,  that  the  loss  of  either  hand  was  not  a  bar 
to  eligibility. 
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He  also  held  in  favor  of  the  wearing  of  the  apron  by 
candidates  for  the  R.  A.,  adding  rightly  that  "A  Mason 
should  never  enter  a  Masonic  body  when  open  for  busi- 
ness or  work,  from  the  time  he  has  received  his  E.  A. 
degree,  unless  clothed  as  a  Mason,  according  to  the 
degree  he  has  received." 

Grand  Chapter  having  a  nest-egg  of  about  $50,000,  he 
suggested  the  erection  of  a  building  in  Chicago  for  its 
own  use  and  purposes.  A  special  Committee  will  ponder 
the  matter. 

He  favored  the  submission  by  a  visiting  Companion 
of  a  receipt  for  dues,  before  being  admitted  to  a  Chapter, 
but  the  Committee  did  not  think  with  him. 

In  harmony  with  his  opinion  that  the  question  of 
Chapter  jurisdiction  should  be  as  wide  and  comprehensive 
as  the  State,  he  recommended  that  the  experiment  be  tried, 
to  begin  with,  on  Cook  County,  outside  Chicago.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  County  had  any  other  advocate  to 
suggest  that  it  be  the  particular  "dog"  to  be  operated  on 
just  then. 

He  was  also  of  the  opinion  that  other  Rites  were 
affecting  the  vitality  of  the  Chapters  in  some  localities. 
He  said :  "Results  shown  by  returns  from  Chapters 
where  these  Lodges  have  been  located  are  that  Chapter 
work  has  fallen  off,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  the 
same  enterprise  was  shown  by  local  Chapter  officers  as  by 
the  Consistory  workers." 

He  then  cited  some  "shocking  examples,"  which  only 
went  to  prove  that  the  activity,  lack  of  which  he  deplored 
in  the  Chapters,  was  very  much  in  evidence  elsewhere, 
and  which  the  general  concurrent  jurisdiction  idea, 
ardently  advocated  by  him,  would  scarcely  affect  to  any 
visible  extent.  Experience  has  shown  that  these  spurts 
of  enthusiasm  are  invariably  the  results  of  spasmodic 
energy,  and  wear  themselves  out  in  time.  The  "open 
door"  is  scarcely  likely  to  provide  the  remedy.  Those 
who  hold  to  the  belief  that  the  Royal  Arch  road  is  the 
legitimate  narrow  way  for  -the  Master  Mason  and  the 
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culmination  of  his  knowledge,  will  not  be  deterred  or 
hindered  by  the  allurements  offered  in  other  directions. 
The  live  Chapter  is  the  natural  outcome  of  the  live  men 
within  itself,  and  this  condition  is  not  to  be  brought 
about  by  retaining  at  its  head  for  years  an  officer  whose 
zeal  has  flickered  with  his  first  term.  The  G.  H.  P.  very 
properly  directed  attention  to  this  vital  defect,  pointing 
out  the  almost  fatal  result  of  such  a  course. 

That  new  blood  is  essential  to  success  may  be  gathered 
from  a  perusal  of  the  reports  of  the  visiting  officers,  who 
are  not  slow  to  write  encouragingly  of  the  efforts  put 
forth  by  the  Chapter  ruler,  when  the  latter  realizes  his 
responsibility. 

With  regard  to  the  "School  of  Instruction"  as  an 
incentive  to  active  work,  the  Grand  Lecturer's  report 
indicates  that  in  many  Chapters,  unmindful  of  its 
undoubted  advantages,  nevertheless  possess  the  necessary 
live  men  without  which  the  body  would  languish. 

"  The  natural  inference  is  that  the  weak  Chapters  are  those 
which  are  not  reached  by  the  Schools  but  investigation  shows  that 
this  is  not  necessarily  true.  Of  the  42  Chapters  never  represented 
in  the  Schools  but  four  fall  among  those  who  did  no  work  dur- 
ing the  past  year  and  eleven  of  the  others  in  the  class  which 
exalted  but  three  or  less.  Twenty-seven  of  them  are,  therefore, 
among  those  who  are  classed  as  active  and  prosperous." 

Grand  Secretary  Warvelle's  report  included  a  recom- 
mendation for  the  purchase  of  "a  number  of  steel  boxes, 
each  of  which  shall  be  sufficiently  large  to  hold  all  the 
documents  pertaining  to  each  Chapter,  including  the 
annual  returns.  In  this  way  a  complete  documentary 
history  of  every  Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction  can  be  made 
and  preserved."  Two  or  three  hundred  of  such  will 
indeed  make  pretty  decorative  hardware  furniture  for 
the  Grand  Secretary's  office. 

The  reports  generally  are  compiled  with  more  than 
ordinary  care,  and  in  not  a  few  instances  compel  the 
attention  of  the  reviewer.  That  on  Chartered  Chapters 
furnishes  a  good  idea  of  the  vigor  of  the  Royal  Arch  in 
the  jurisdiction,  and  is  a  sturdy  counterblast  to  the  pessi- 
mistic opinions  expressed  by  those  who  discern  a  general 
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decay  because  of  one  or  two  blemishes.  Chicago  alone 
boasts  an  active  membership  equal  to,  if  not  greater 
than,  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  Missouri,  Iowa  or  Cali- 
fornia, and  runs  Canada  pretty  close.  Hear  what  the 
Committee  says : 

"  Within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Chicago  there 
are  located  24  chartered  Chapters.  The  returns  show  that  in  the 
aggregate  they  have  exalted  1,443  companions;  their  combined 
membership  is  13,727,  and  their  net  gain  for  the  year  is  1,198. 
Among  these  Chapters  are  five,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  call  for  special  mention,  viz. :  No.  2,  exalted  97, 
membership  1,122,  gain  60;  No.  43,  exalted  152,  membership 
1,029,  gain  125;  No.  126  exalted  142,  membership  1,404,  gain  114; 
No.  148,  exalted  76,  membership  1,197,  gain  65;  No.  177,  exalted 
192,  membership  1,417,  gain  174,  and  held  104  meetings  during 
the  year." 

Renewed  activity  in  the  Chapters  of  every  portion  of 
the  State  is  a  subject  for  the  Committee's  expressions  of 
pardonable  pride.  The  report  commends  the  Grand 
Secretary's  "reminder  cards,"  which  had  the  effect  of 
waking  up  many  somnolent  secretaries,  thus  reducing 
the  number  of  delinquents.  For  a  sample  of  such 
awakener,  one  at  least  of  his  "esteemed  congeners"  would 
be  grateful. 

The  "Obituaries"  Committee  was  another  that  did 
good  service  in  presenting  an  instructive  report,  free  from 
the  mawkish  sentiment  that  too  often  mars  the  well-meant 
intentions  of  the  recorder.  The  reasons  for  the  departure 
from  the  beaten  rut  are  honest,  and  must  appeal  to  those 
whose  inclination  to  weep  is  not  to  be  sounded  by  the 
application  of  a  sympathetic  drill. 

"  The  report  of  this  committee  cannot  be  put  in  the  category 
of  news.  Whatever  utility  it  has  must  be  along  the  line  of 
teaching  by  example.  And  there  can  be  no  teaching  by  example 
without  pertinent  facts  whose  recital  suggests  the  desired  ad- 
monition. 

"  Genealogical  details,  for  instance,  are  not  pertinent  facts. 
In  Masonry,  if  anywhere,  is  every  man  '  the  son  of  his  own 
works.'  Neither  are  exhibitions  of  skill  in  funeral  rhetoric,  or 
of  deftness  in  culling  flowers  from  the  gardens  of  the  elegiac 
muse. 
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"  What  a  man  did  for  his  country,  his  fellow  men,  and  the 
Masonic  institution  are  what  makes  the  record  of  his  life  worth 
the  making  and  the  reading  of  that  record  profitable  instruction. 
Those  near  may  and  do  value  a  man  for  what  he  is.  Those  dis- 
tant, and  beyond  the  touch  of  personality,  can  value  him  only  for 
what  he  does." 

And  'thus  with  the  reports  as  a  whole,  and  not  the 
least  that  on  Correspondence  compiled  by  Grand  Secre- 
tary Warvelle,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Dean  of  the  corps 
of  Ambassadors,  and  the  avuncular  protector  of  his  Com- 
panions from  all  possible  disseminators  of  "false  doctrine, 
heresy  and  schism." 

His  review  may  be  described  as  impartial  and  emi- 
nently fair,  with  an  avoidance  of  undue  prolixity,  a 
concession  that  may  be  justly  ascribed  to  a  charitable 
disposition.  He  divides  the  sheep  from  the  goats  by 
segregating  the  foreigners  and  assigning  them  to  a  position 
of  safety  in  the  rear  of  the  column.  In  such  honored 
company  was  Canada  for  191 1  discovered.  His  genial, 
friendly  and  fraternal  nod  is  hereby  acknowledged  with 
an  equally  affectionate  smile.  Yes,  we're  doing  tolerably 
well  "at  the  other  side  of  the  International  Boundary 
Line,"  thank  you.    "Same  to  you,  etc." 

There  are  many  valuable  points  in  Companion  War- 
velle's  excellent  "Epistle"  to  the  Illinoisians,  calculated 
to  give  rise  to  speculative  thought.  A  declared  advocate 
of  the  principle  of  compulsory  membership,  he  quotes 
the  California  Committee's  opinion  on  interference  with 
the  applicants'  free  will,  and  adds  this  gentle  reminder  of 
western  incongruity: 

"  As  the  principle  of  '  coercion '  is  now  rather  strictly  ap- 
plied in  California  in  its  doctrine  of  dependent  membership,  the 
reasoning  of  the  committee  does  not  seem  consistent." 

A  year  ago,  it  may  be  remembered,  we  directed  atten- 
tion to  a  peculiar  tangle  which  arose  in  California  as  an 
outcome  of  the  compulsory  membership  legislation  and 
confined  ourselves  to  a  mere  relation  of  the  incident, 
leaving  the  interpretation  thereof  to  the  analytical  good 
sense  of  the  reader.  Companion  Warvelle,  while  sub- 
scribing to  the  theory  of  the  "doctrine,"  does  not  blind 
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himself  to  the  rank  injustice  which  such  phases  of  its 
practice  are  certain  to  reveal.  He,  too,  refers  to  the 
matter,  and  it  is  due  to  him  that  we  give  his  summing-up : 

"  Of  course,  this  is  good  law  in  California,  because  Grand 
Chapter  has  set  the  seal  of  approval  upon  it.  But,  is  it  good 
Masonry?  We  can  understand  how  the  doctrine  of  dependent 
membership  might  be  a  good  and  wholesome  rule  in  the  case  of 
voluntary  non-affiliates,  but  its  application  to  the  facts  as  stated 
is  repugnant  to  every  sense  of  justice  and  fair  dealing. 

"Then,  too,  what  is  meant  by  the  term  'good  standing?' 
When  a  Chapter  gives  a  companion  a  dimit  it  certifies  that  he  is 
in  '  good  standing '  and  recommends  him  '  to  all  Royal  Arch 
Masons  wheresoever  dispersed  over  the  Globe.'  In  the  old  days 
a  dimit  was  a  letter  of  Masonic  credit  as  well  as  character.  But 
now,  since  the  'new  thought'  has  superseded  the  old  ideas,  the 
evidentiary  value  of  a  dimit  would  seem  to  be  nothing  where  the 
doctrine  of  dependent  membership  prevails.  Perhaps  it  is  well 
that  we  did  not  become  infected  with  the  fever." 

One  is  pleased  to  note  that  he  is  not  in  agreement  with 
the  "public  installation"  idea.  It  is  practised  in  Maine, 
and  he  dubs  it  "a  proceeding  of  doubtful  legality,  and 
certainly  of  bad  taste." 

Michigan's  agitation  against  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter's rapidly  increasing  treasury,  and  its  resolution  to 
demand  a  refund  of  a  portion  of  the  periodical  tax,  elicits 
the  remark:  "First  thing  you  know,  those  Michiganders 
will  hear  something  drop." 

The  prophetic  venture  of  our  "uncle"  found  the  centre 
of  the  target  that  time  at  any  rate.  A  vacancy,  occasioned 
by  the  demise  of  the  veteran  incumbent  of  the  secretarial 
office  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  was  filled  at  the 
Indianapolis  Triennial  recently  by  the  election  of  Michi- 
gan's active  Grand  Secretary.  It  is  an  old  saying  that 
"there  are  other  methods  of  killing  a  dog  besides  choking 
him  with  butter." 

The  New  Jersey  man  had  playfully  referred  to 
Illinois'  acquisition  of  a  new  Bible,  and,  as  mirth  begets 
mirth,  the  rejoinder  is  supposed  to  be  equally  provocative 
of  hilarity.  Doubtless  it  tickled  the  gallery  to  which  he 
played,  but  its  efTect  on  the  Skeeters'  risibilities  has  yet 
to  be  learned. 
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"  But  then,  what  can  you  expect  of  those  New  Jersey  fel- 
lows? In  their  own  sin-steeped  land  of  trusts  and  mosquitoes 
what  know  they  of  the  Scriptures?  Nothing,  except  from  hear- 
say and  precious  little  of  that." 

But  if  he  thus  scintillates  in  the  "Epistle"  proper, 
what  is  to  be  said  of  the  "Postscript"?  If  its  worth  is 
to  he  measured  by  the  value  attached  to  the  addition 
proverbially  accompanying  the  ordinary  feminine  missive, 
then  Companion  Warvelle  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  "per- 
fect lady"  in  this  regard,  for  the  P.  S.  to  his  annual 
"epistle"  is  invariably  a  well  of  information,  fresh  and  in- 
exhaustible. His  personal  views  of  passing  incidents  and 
subjects  are  most  interesting.  Many  of  these  he  gleans 
from  the  Masonic  press.  He  is  an  assiduous  gleaner,  and 
many  good  things  missed  by  the  reaper  are  thus  preserved 
to  enlighten  his  Companions.    Take  a  sample : 

"  I  notice,  in  one  of  the  Craft  journals,  an  advertisement  of 
'  Master  Mason  cut  plug  Tobacco.'    It  will  now  be  in  order  for 
some  enterprising  brewer  to  concoct  a   special  brew   of   'Royal 
Arch  Beer.' " 

Thus  one  can  estimate  the  value  of  the  "Postscript." 
No  reviewer  proper  could  well  introduce  such  an  obser- 
vation into  his  legitimate  report,  for  he  is  not  reviewing 
"Craft  journals,"  or  even  chewing  tobacco. 

Again  he  remarks : 

"  An  item  is  now  going  the  rounds  of  the  Masonic  press  to 
the  effect,  that  Germania  Chapter  of  Chicago,  is  the  first  and  only 
Chapter  in  the  world  to  work  in  the  German  language." 

It  was  a  matter  of  wonder  why,  on  one  or  two  occa- 
sions, the  versatile  Companion  lapsed  into  "Deutsch" 
while  making  his  round.  Perhaps  this  statement  of  the 
"Masonic  press"  will  furnish  the  explanation. 

The  comment  of  a  Masonic  journal  on  certain  cere- 
monial working  of  a  visiting  United  States  Chapter  to 
Canada  furnishes  the  opportunity  for  reproducing 
opinions  that  would  perhaps  have  been  better  confined  to 
and  left  with  the  irresponsible  Masonic  press.  From  the 
latter  he  probably  learned,  too,  that  the  "Travelling  Tri- 
angle," a  Canadian  project,  had  reached  Providence,  R.I., 
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and  deduced  therefrom  that  indications,  including  ban- 
quetings,  speechifying,  etc.,  pointed  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  projectors'  good  intentions.  He  is  a  diligent  stu- 
dent of  and  believer  in  the  "Masonic  press,"  a  rather  frail 
reed  to  lean  upon. 

Commenting  on  the  display  of  the  National  flag  in  the 
Chapter  room,  as  urged  by  certain  enthusiasts  in  high 
official  position,  Companion  Warvelle  pertinently 
remarks : 

"  The  idea  of  displaying  the  national  ensign  in  Masonic 
bodies  is  not  only  very  late  but  seems  to  have  been  borrowed 
from  certain  of  the  imitative  societies,  where  the  practice  has 
long  been  followed.  And,  while,  I  do  not  say  that  we  cannot 
get  good  and  wholesome  ideas  from  these  societies,  I  am  yet 
constrained  to  believe  that  we  shall  do  better  if  we  stand  on 
the  old  ways  and  abide  by  the  traditions  we  received  from  the 
fathers  aforetime." 

The  above  wholesome  argument  might  well  apply 
where  other  modernisms  have  crept  in  and  been  tolerated, 
even  in  Illinois,  "the  traditions  received  from  the 
fathers"  to  the  contrary. 

Canada's  Proceedings  sent  out  last  year  were  held 
up  at  Detroit  by  an  over-zealous  U.  S.  Customs  official, 
who  conceived  the  notion  that  such  literature  possessed 
a  value  beyond  the  general  and  accepted  tariff  idea,  and 
levied  thereon  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents,  which  a  number 
of  the  jurisdictions,  served  from  that  particular  port  of 
entry,  had  to  pay.  Illinois  was  one  of  the  victims  of  this 
"smart  Aleck,"  and  Comp.  Warvelle  has  a  few  words  to 
say  about  him  and  his  patriotic  enterprise. 

"It  has  been  suggested  that  religious  prejudices  on  the  part 
of  the  appraiser  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  impos- 
ing of  the  tax,  but  this  I  do  not  consider  seriously.  I  think 
rather,  that  it  is  simply  an  exhibition  of  pin-head  zeal,  so  often 
shown  by  some  of  the  underling  government  officials.  Of  course, 
the  pamphlets  have  no  commercial  value.  They  are  published 
for  information  only  and  not  for  gain.  They  differ  in  no  essen- 
tial particular  from  the  emanations  of  other  societies,  '  learned, 
literary  or  educational.'  But,  I  suppose  it  takes  money  to  main- 
tain custom  houses  and  pay  big  salaries  to  collectors  and  some- 
one must  put  up. 
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"  In  the  meantime  our  proceedings  go  into  Canada  duty  free, 
so  that  thus  far  the  '  reciprocity '  is  all  on  the  Canadian  side.  I 
have  experienced  no  difficulty  with  shipments  from  the  other 
British  Provinces  of  North  America  nor  with  those  from  Europe 
or  Australia.  But  then — they  do  not  enter  the  country  through 
Detroit,  and  possibly  the  collectors  of  other  ports  do  not  possess 
the  fine  discriminating  mind  of  the  Hon.  Collector  of  Customs  at 
Detroit.    Well,  let  it  go  at  that." 

A  number  of  letters  expressing  surprise  at  the  action 
of  the  U.  S.  officer  at  Detroit  were  received  in  Toronto, 
but  of  course  neither  the  cause  nor  the  effect  had  its 
origin  on  this  side  of  the  line,  nor  has  a  similar  instance 
of  blundering  zeal  yet  been  laid  at  the  door  of  Canadian 
officials.  The  matter  was  promptly  taken  up  by  the 
Grand  Secretaries'  Guild,  and  a  communication  directed 
to  headquarters  at  Washington,  which  elicited  a  favorable 
reply  from  the  Treasury  Department,  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  which  indicates  that  a  damper  has  been 
applied  to  the  "pin-head  zeal"  of  the  Customs  autocrat  at 
Detroit. 

"  It  appears  that  the  only  port  where  duty  has  been  assessed 
on  such  publications,  as  far  as  the  Department  has  been  in- 
formed, is  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  the  matter  has  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Collector  thereat  with  the  suggestion  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Department  such  publications  do  not  have  a 
commercial  value,  and  that  duty  should  not,  therefore,  be  assessed 
thereon." 

Many  and  varied  are  the  subjects  comprised  in  his 
entertaining  and  instructive  "Postscript,"  nearly  all  of 
which  we  would  be  pleased  to  borrow  for  the  general 
good,  but  circumstances  compel  us  to  limit  our  desire. 

He  directs  attention  to,  and  quotes,  a  regulation,  or 
proposed  regulation,  of  Irish  origin,  referred  to  by  us  in 
a  previous  report,  which  provided  for  the  summary  exclu- 
sion, after  a  ballot,  of  an  objectionable  member,  and,  with 
a  gravity  that  almost  compels  belief,  states  that  "the 
Masonic  bodies  of  Canada  are  seriously  considering  its 
adoption  in  the  Dominion."  A  rather  broad  and  risky 
statement  to  hazard  in  cold  type  when  it  is  considered 
that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  but  a  solitary  individual  in  one 
only  of  the  numerous  Grand  bodies  of  the  Dominion,  ven- 
tured to   exploit  the  Irish  idea  in  a  notice  of  motion. 
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Whether  that  individual  was  associated  with  other 
"shining  lights"  in  his  proposal  has  not  been  learned; 
certain  it  is,  however,  that  it  came  to  naught.  It  is 
feared  that,  in  -this  instance,  as  in  too  many  others,  the 
good  Companion's  statements  had  their  birth  and  inspira- 
tion in  the  implicit  reliance  he  places  in  the  all-persuasive 
but  occasionally  erratic,  "Masonic  press." 

He  gives  another  chapter  to  the  "American  Royal 
Arch  System,"  which  is  merely  repetition  of  the  now  well- 
worn  explanation  of  the  difference  between  the  Irish 
legend  and  that  of  England,  but  according  to  an  Irish 
authority. 

He  also  gives  the  opinions  of  a  recently  found  archae- 
ologist on  the  High  Priests  "discovery,"  which  is  the 
baPic  feature  of  the  Irish  ceremony,  with  some  Irish  com- 
ment thereon. 

There  are  also  an  interesting  reproduction  from  the 
writings  of  the  late  W.  J.  Hughan,  on  ancient  Mark 
Masonry;  an  article  on  the  Grand  Representative  system, 
which  he  attributes  to  the  inventive  American  genius,  and 
a  "Conclusion,"  in  which  he  demonstrates  by  figures  that 
Capitular  Illinois  leads  all  others  in  activity,  if  not  just 
on  top  in  numerical  strength.  It  is  all  good  and  well 
worth  careful  perusal. 

Charles  C.  Davis,  Centralia,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  W.  Warvelle,  Chicago,  Grand  Secretary. 


Indiana 

Chapters   ..    117.  Members   ..    15,639. 

The  year  was  a  notable  one  for  the  hospitable  Hoosier 
Companions,  in  that  they  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  being 
hosts  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  which  holds  its 
triennial  Convocation  in  September,  and  the  memories 
of  its  many  pleasing  incidents  were  still  fresh  in  mind 
when  Indiana's  own  Grand  Chapter  met  in  Sixty-seventh 
Annual  Convocation,  also  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  on 
the  23rd  October,  191 2. 
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Again,  congratulations  are  due  Grand  Secretary 
Prather  for  his  remarkable  celerity  in  producing  the 
record  of  proceedings.  The  neat,  well-printed  and  most 
interesting  volume  was,  through  the  medium  of  the  mails, 
placed  in  our  hands  and  perused  on  the  18th  November, 
or  a  few  days  less  than  a  month  from  the  time  M.  E. 
Comp.  Wm.  W.  Goltra,  Grand  High  Priest,  ascended  the 
throne  and  declared  Grand  Chapter  opened  in  Ample 
Form.  We  fondly  imagined  that  in  the  matter  of  "house- 
cleaning"  after  our  Annual  Spring-time  family  gathering, 
we  allowed  no  grass  to  grow  in  the  approaches  to  the 
homestead,  but  the  M.  E.  Companion  who  does  similar 
chores  for  Indiana  can  give  us  a  few  points  and  beat 
us  out. 

Indiana's  representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  York  was  a  welcome  visitor  on  this  occasion,  and 
he  was  appropriately  introduced  by  his  colleague  repre- 
senting the  Empire  State. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  a  season  of  un- 
broken harmony  and  congratulated  Grand  Chapter  on  the 
success  of  its  workers  in  the  previous  month  in  maintain- 
ing the  reputation  of  the  State  for  hospitable  treatment 
of  the  stranger  within  their  gate. 

Three  Chapters  were  constituted,  three  new  ones 
started  under  dispensation,  and  in  two  cases  there  was  a 
merging  of  interests  where  four  Chapters  became  two. 
One  Chapter  expired  from  inanition. 

His  decisions  were  mainly  of  local  interest,  and  of 
the  ordinary  kind.  The  brief  career  of  the  average  ruler 
would  be  barren  indeed  without  a  few  pronouncements  of 
that  nature  to  testify  to  his  all-round  sagacity  and 
wisdom. 

In  this  connection  an  observation  of  Indiana's  critical 
reviewer  may  not  be  regarded  as  malapropos.  Under 
Kansas,  he  remarked  on  a  suggestion  that  before  any 
expression  of  law  be  expressed  or  printed  into  the  record 
it  should  have  the  sanction  of  the  majority  of  the  Juris- 
prudence Committee  that  it  was  worthy  of  thoughtful 
consideration,  and  added: 
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"  How  often  do  we  find  inexperienced  Masons  advanced  to 
the  exalted  station  of  Grand  High  Priest,  whereupon  they  pro- 
ceed as  though  sent  from  on  high  to  re-cast  the  entire  fabric  of 
Freemasonry,  and  the  reviewers  of  Correspondence  Reports  can 
bear  ample  testimony  to  the  damage  so  frequently  done.  The 
suggestion  would  put  a  crimp  in  a  lot  of  modern  '  regeneration  ' 
and  balderdash  so  inimical  to  the  best  welfare  of  our  ancient 
institution.  There  is  altogether  too  much  childish  tinkering  with 
the  works." 

He  recommended,  on  the  report  of  the  Grand  Inspec- 
tor, that  Chapters  inactive  for  three  years  should  be  cited 
to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  cease  to  exist.  There 
were  three  such  cases,  all  of  which  had  received  notice  of 
trial. 

It  was  a  busy  year  otherwise,  or  he  would  have 
enjoyed  visiting  the  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  of 
$9,118,  which,  with  $6,000  securities,  represented  Indi- 
ana's treasury. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  was  also  encouraging 
and  hopeful  for  the  future,  while  happy  under  existing 
conditions.    He  throws  this  little  bouquet  to  the  Chapters : 

"  The  reports  without  an  exception  were  promptly  made  and 
the  dues  promptly  paid  and  most  reports  were  in  splendid  con- 
dition, all  of  them  showing  great  care  and  efficiency  on  the  part 
of  the  Secretary,  that  the  business  methods  of  the  various  Chap- 
ters of  Indiana  are  greatly  improved  over  a  few  years  ago  and 
that  the  High  Priests  of  Indiana  had  invariably  shown  good 
judgment  in  conducting  the  business  and  managing  the  affairs  of 
their  respective  Chapters." 

Look  on  this  picture,  and  on  this.  From  Grand  In- 
spector Glendening's  report,  one  might  infer  that  some- 
body had  been  trying  his  "hanky-panky"  tricks  on  the 
Grand  Secretary. 

"  The  records  of  most  of  the  Chapters  were  found  to  be  in 
good  form,  full  and  complete,  but  in  some  of  them  the  Treasurers 
and  Secretaries  are  still  found  to  be  negligent  in  submitting  their 
financial  reports  at  end  of  year,  and  in  a  few  Chapters  no  audit 
of  the  books  was  made." 

In  the  matter  of  attendance  he  had  further  to  relate 
his  experiences,  making  allowance  for  those  Chapters 
which  work  under  disadvantage. 
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"  The  meager  attendance  at  the  convocations  of  many  of  the 
Chapters,  both  large  and  small,  is  discouraging.  I  attended  the 
stated  convocation  of  one  of  the  large  Chapters  recently,  when 
only  eight  of  its  members  were  present.  This  Chapter  has  four- 
teen living  Past  High  Priests,  and  it  is  a  rare  occurrence  to  find 
one  of  them  in  attendance  at  its  convocations,  and  I  think  this  is 
true  of  most  Chapters.  We  cannot  wonder  why  the  rank  and  file 
do  not  attend  when  these  Companions  who  have  received  the 
highest  honors  their  Chapter  can  bestow,  when  they  retire  from 
office,  seem  to  take  no  further  interest  in  its  affairs." 

Indiana  has  not  got  a  Masonic  Home,  but  the  frame- 
work for  one  is  on  the  stocks.  The  Grand  Lodge  has 
been  at  work  and  has  laid  by  a  sum  of  $60,000,  and 
appealed  to  Grand  Chapter  to  aid  in  swelling  the  amount. 
As  might  be  expected,  that  appeal  was  not  made  to  deaf 
ears,  and  five  thousand  dollars  was  the  amount  cheerfully 
voted  to  assist  the  great  design. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  had  recommended  that  affilia- 
tion with  a  blue  lodge  should  be  mandatory  in  order  to 
retain  membership  in  the  Chapter,  but  the  Jurisprudence 
Committee  turned  it  down,  and  Grand  Chapter  concurred, 
thus  giving  "coercion"  another  black  eye. 

By  an  unanimous  vote  it  was  resolved,  "That  the 
Grand  Secretary  be  granted  leave  of  absence  for  a  month 
or  six  weeks,  that  he  may  take  a  needed  rest,  as  he  has 
had  no  vacation  for  three  years."    Good. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  pabulum,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Prather  had  to  prepare  a  menu  dealing  with  the  triennial 
pow-wow  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  General 
Grand  Council,  and  although  the  several  addresses,  good, 
bad,  or  indifferent,  were  taken  by  a  reporter,  their  collat- 
ing and  arranging  for  the  printer  was  his  special  privilege. 
As  hinted,  those  speeches  were  variable  in  style  and 
interest,  and  in  spots  somewhat  "cryptic."  One  distin- 
guished orator  selected  as  his  text  "The  York  Rite," 
which  he  undertook  to  declare  was  universal,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  the  veritable  "brotherhood  of  man."  Some  of 
his  ideas  were  positively  enlightening.  Take  a  few 
samples : 

"  Could  I  but  transport  this  splendid  body  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  to  Mark  Mason's  Hall  in  Great  Queen  Street  in 
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Old    London    Town,    where    the    degrees    of    English    Capitular 
Masonry,  closing  with  the  Royal  Arch,  are  conferred." 

Yes,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  "splendid  body" 
would  be  impressed  with  the  degrees  of  English  Capitular 
Masonry.    Then : 

"From  South  Africa  come  splendid  reports  of  the  growth  of 
the  York  Rite  in  all  its  branches." 

Possibly  an  outcome  of  the  recent  unpleasantness  with 
DeWet,  Smuts  &  Co.,  as  it  was  never  heard  of  previously 
in  that  section  of  the  Dark  Continent,  though  its  excel- 
lences may  have  been  appraised  further  north  in  the 
remote  ages.     Coming  nearer  home,  he  states : 

"  From  Canada  comes  the  cheering  words  that  bespeak  a 
splendid  showing  for  the  Orders  of  the  York  Rite  in  the 
Dominion." 

Here  we  discover  a  possible  result  of  what  most  of  us 
believed  a  fruitless  discussion  on  the  merits  and  advan- 
tages of  reciprocity: 

"  As  illustrative  of  the  universality  of  Masonry,  of  the 
branches  we  call  the  York  Rite,  I  need  only  call  your  attention  to 
1  The  International  Masonic  Club,'  of  London,  England." 

If  the  Club  had  no  knowledge  hitherto  of  its  aim  and 
object,  it  knows  it  now.  The  wily  promoters  evidently 
desired  to  spring  a  surprise  on  the  members. 

And  so  on.  All  of  which  goes  to  show  that  travel  is 
an  educator,  and  that  when  the  traveller  returns  and 
discloses  his  collection  of  verities  and  experiences,  the 
hitherto  ignorant  has  absorbed  something — new,  fresh 
and  palatable. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  A.  Woods  furnishes  his  second 
report  on  Correspondence,  and,  as  anticipated,  it  is  a  good 
one.  It  stamps  its  author  as  one  who  holds  opinions,  and 
is  not  shy  in  defending  them.  He  is  the  secretary  of  a 
newly  formed  association  of  Knights  of  the  Round  Table, 
and  there  is  no  risk  in  predicting  that  he  will  be  worthy 
of  the  selection. 
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Under  Canada,  he  comments  thus  on  Grand  Z.  Har- 
court's  view  of  the  M.  E.  M.  degree,  and  suggests  that 
the  view-holder  is  a  progressivist,  if  not  more. 

"  The  spirit  of  unrest  will  not  down  and  there  must  ever  be 
those  who  are  unsatisfied  unless  they  are  busy  tinkering  with  the 
ritual.     In  this  case,  however,  his  provincialism  betrays  him. 

Comp.  Woods,  it  will  be  thus  inferred,  is  an  uncon- 
scious humorist,  or  perhaps  he  forgot  for  the  moment 
that  he  was  referring  to  the  head  of  a  distinctly  sovereign 
body,  and  one  that,  within  or  without  his  domain,  is  not 
expected  to  kow-tow  to  any  superior,  nominal  or  actual. 

"  Their  system  is  already  short  the  Past  Master  degree,  and 
to  cut  out  another,  and  one  of  the  best  when  staged  by  an  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising  corps  of  officers,  would  be  to  practically 
bar  the  doors  of  the  American  Chapters  to  the  Canadian  Com- 
panions. To  heal  in  one  degree  is  surely  enough  to  ask  of  us." 

That  is  as  may  be,  but,  whatever  the  outcome,  Canada 
has  no  occasion  to  apologize  or  to  solicit  favors.  If  it 
chooses  to  discard  that  or  any  other  borrowed  degree,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  request  permission  from  any 
source.  Threats,  such  as  the  above,  have  been  heard 
before,  and,  like  the  proverbial  chickens,  are  apt  to  re- 
turn to  the  familiar  roost.  If  the  possible  exclusion  of 
the  M.  E.  M.  degree  from  the  Canadian  curriculum  would 
bar  the  doors  of  American  Chapters  to  Canadian  Com- 
panions, it  would  also  bar  them  to  Companions  of  other 
Grand  Chapters  that  are  listed  among  those  recognized 
by  Indiana,  and  how  about  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
to  which  Indiana's  support  is  pledged?  That  august  body 
provides  that  its  subordinates 

"  are  authorized  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Mark  Master,  Past 
Master,  and  Most  Excellent  Master,  on  any  worthy  Companion 
from  without  this  jurisdiction,  who  may  present  himself  as  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  produce  satisfactory  evidence  of  having 
received  that  degree,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be  healed  and  thereby 
become  a  regular  Royal  Arch  Mason,  free  of  charge." 

Apparently  Comp.  Woods  does  not  hold  with  that 
view  of  the  situation.  Too  bad.  Other  Grand  Chapters 
do  and  practice  it.  A  western  body,  also  an  allegiant  of 
the  General  Grand,  conceived  the  brilliant  notion  that 
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the  advent  of  a  visiting  foreign  Companion  furnished  the 
opportunity  of  turning  an  honest  penny  and  placed  a  tariff 
on  each  of  the  dependent  degrees.  Surely  that  idea  has 
not  occurred  to  Comp.  Woods? 

Canada,  by  regulation,  gives  them  freely  to  the  visit- 
ing Royal  Arch  Mason  who  seeks  fraternal  association 
and  does  not  remind  him  that  he  has  been  "  healed  "  in 
the  process  either.  The  mere  suggestion  to  an  English 
Royal  Arch  Mason  hailing,  say,  from  a  Chapter  boasting 
an  age-worn  centenary  warrant,  that  admitting  him  to  the 
American  "  side "  attachments  makes  him  a  regular 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  is  too  funny  to  contemplate.  But 
there  it  is  and  the  astonished  recipient  of  the  rare  honor 
probably  goes  his  way  wondering  if  his  effete  Grand 
Chapter  "  at  home  "  is  aware  that  it  is  "  off  its  trolley." 

To  return  to  the  M.  E.  M.  What  is  it?  Our  well 
meaning  American  Companions  long  ago  discovered  what 
it  isn't.  Loyalty  held  them  to  the  weakly  offspring  as 
bequeathed  to  posterity  by  its  New  England  creators,  but 
premature  birth  and  lack  of  skilful  attention  in  infancy 
were  pronounced  hindrances  to  subsequent  strength  and 
healthy  vitality.  Hence  it  was  found  necessary  to  effect 
a  change  or  to  be  accurate  "  tinker  it  up,"  and,  as  Com- 
panion Woods  puts  it,  "  staging  by  an  intelligent  and 
enterprising  corps  of  officers  "  makes  a  difference.  In 
other  words,  "  good  actors  may  save  a  bad  play."  Spec- 
tacular effects  are  likely  to  prove  a  present  attraction,  but 
the  analytical  Masonic  mind  wants  something  more  sub- 
stantial when  reason  is  appealed  to. 

The  Mark  Master  having  its  genesis  in  the  operative 
phase  of  the  early  Craft  possesses  a  more  or  less  righteous 
claim  to  antiquity  and  the  diction,  continuity  of  story  and 
lessons  deduced  from  the  incident  related,  command  atten- 
tion and  respect.  That  is  why  the  Mark  is  perpetuated 
and  supported  in  the  old  land,  but  under  distinct  govern- 
ment. It  is  optional  there  with  the  Master  Mason  to  take 
it  as  a  side  issue  or  let  it  alone. 

The  Past  Master,  happily  relegated  to  oblivion  by 
Canada,  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  impudent  appro- 
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priation  of  the  English  ceremony  of  "  Installed  Mas- 
ter "  fancifully  embellished  to  do  duty  as  an  American 
"  degree."  Its  capabilities  for  absurdity  are  frequently 
revealed  not  only  as  a  vehicle  for  tomfoolery,  but  in  the 
opportunities  it  furnishes  for  leading  the  thoughtless  into 
vain  imaginings.  Even  the  observant  Indiana  defender 
cites  an  amusing  instance : 

-'  There  seems  to  be  a  bunch  of  fellows  over  in  Virginia  who, 
because  '  seated '  as  Past  Masters  in  what  they  term  a  Pro- 
visional Lodge  (Symbolic),  want  to  sit  in  a  Lodge  of  Past 
Masters  (Capitular)  without  having  previously  had  the  Mark 
Degree.  The  Grand  High  Priest  nipped  their  aspirations  in  the 
bud." 

England  does  not  recognize  anything  between  the 
Master  Mason  and  Royal  Arch,  and  England  is  right. 
Dub  that  statement  a  "  provincialism  "  if  it  so  pleases  our 
Companion.  It  was  the  English  method  that  Canada's 
Grand  Chapter,  at  formation,  decided  to  adopt.  The 
Grand  Chapters  of  the  border  States,  however,  closed 
their  portals  at  that  period,  against  every  visiting  Royal 
Arch  Companion  who  lacked  their  American  "essentials," 
just  as  Comp.  Woods  would  do  now.  Canada,  in  the 
interests  of  inter-visitation,  yielded  to  expediency  and,  on 
that  account  solely,  adopted  the  American  "foundlings" 
and  they  have,  like  "  the  old  man  of  the  sea,"  proved  a 
sore  and  weighty  "hump"  for  many  years. 

In  the  meantime  the  door-barring  was  discovered  to 
possess  for  our  fraternal  neighbors  its  inconveniences, 
especially  when  "  distinguished  "  Companions  from  across 
the  ocean  came  to  be  dealt  with.  The  attitude  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter  was  adopted  by  its  "  constituents  " 
and  the  bars  were  let  down  to  the  stranger  Companion  on 
his  agreeing  to  conform  to  the  required  conditions. 

To  demand  of  a  Grand  Chapter  the  retention  of  some- 
thing it  does  not  want,  simply  because  the  demanding 
Grand  Chapter  is  compelled  to  have  and  to  "  bear  those 
ills  "  itself,  despite  their  unfitness,  is,  to  say  the  least, 
ludicrous. 

It  should  be  seen,  therefore,  by  our  good  Companion 
that  the  Grand  Z's  remarks  were  actuated  by  the  worthy 
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desire  to  abandon  the  use  of  what  was  never  rightfully 
ours  and  give  him  credit  accordingly.  He  may  rest 
assured  that  when  Canada  does  decide  to  return  to  first 
principles  it  will  be  from  conscientious  motives  and  not 
to  incommode  Indiana  or  any  other  of  the  sister  bodies 
with  whom  we  have  for  so  long  enjoyed  fraternal  and 
personal  intercourse.  He  will,  we  hope,  gather  from  this 
lengthy  screed  that  if  there  is  any  "  tinkering  "  to  be  done 
the  job  will  be  attempted  only  with  the  borrowed  kit  and 
that  the  legitimate  article  will  be  left  intact  to  bask  in 
peaceful  and  undisturbed  possession.  Nothing  to  occa- 
sion loss  of  rest  or  undue  alarm  has  yet  transpired  and, 
to  use  an  expressive  saying  frequently  heard  among  "  the 
finest  pisanthry  "  of  the  "  car-drivingest  "  nation  in  the 
world- — "  It's  time  enough  to  bid  the  divil  good  morrow 
when  you  meet  him." 

Our  stay  with  Indiana  has  been  protracted,  but  it  has 
also  been  profitable.  We  enjoyed  the  hour  devoted  to  a 
perusal  of  Comp.  Wood's  report  and  will  look  forward  to 
his  next  with  equal  pleasure. 

Samuel  L.  Shirley,  La  Grange,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis,  Grand  Secretary. 

Kansas 

Chapters   ..   91.  Members   ..   91 16. 

Over  two  hundred  delegates,  including  twenty-nine 
Grand  Representatives  were  present  at  the  Forty-seventh 
Annual  Convocation  held  in  Topeka  on  19th  February, 
1912.  Will  C.  Chaffee,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  having 
satisfied  himself  that  enough  constituent  Chapters  were 
represented,  opened  the  Grand  Chapter  in  ample  form 
and  received  the  ambassadorial  corps,  and  M.  E.  Comp. 
Bestor  G.  Brown,  the  General  Grand  G.  P.  S.,  with  all 
the  honors. 

The  G.  H.  P.  in  his  remarks  used  the  regal  "  we  " 
while  he  referred  to  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  the  past, 
but  with  his  assumption  of  the  "  Royal  Purple  of 
authority  "  he  strangely  enough  let  himself  down  to  the 


APPENDIX  lxi 

first  person  singular.  A  long  spell  of  sickness  and  con- 
finement to  a  hospital  ward  did  much  to  hinder  the  ac- 
complishment of  many  good  resolves.  Where  he  did 
visit  he  apparently  enjoyed  the  association. 

He  referred  to  one  village  Chapter  which  had  ex- 
perienced the  usual  tips  and  downs  during  its  existence  and 
which  in  the  previous  year  had  brought  its  membership 
to  a  total  of  sixty;  the  blue  lodge,  its  source  of  supply, 
numbering  in  all  seventy-nine  on  its  roll.  He  witnessed 
the  exaltation  of  a  large  class  of  brethren  in  this  Chapter 
in  the  previous  December,  "  a  vast  majority  of  whom 
were  not  even  Royal  Arch  Masons  four  years  ago."  With 
such  activity  he  predicted  a  great  future  for  the  little 
Chapter. 

He  asserted  that  the  Royal  Craft  in  Kansas  was  pros- 
perous beyond  peradventure,  and  urged  that  the  G.  H. 
P's.  remuneration  be  increased  to  five  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  High  Priests  of  the  Chapters  he  addressed 
himself  particularly,  urging  them  to  "  go  forth "  and 
hustle  for  their  respective  Chapters,  and  after  listening  to 
the  following  they  doubtless  donned  their  hustling  armour 
forthwith  and  went. 

''  No  finer  or  more  intelligent  body  of  God  Almighty's  gentle- 
men were  ever  gathered  together  than  those  of  you  who  com- 
pose this  magnificent  and  august  body  of  Masons,  and  there  is 
not,  nor  can  there  be,  a  rational  or  valid  excuse  for  a  dormant 
Chapter  in  a  single  locality  having  a  reasonably  healthy  masonic 
condition  surrounding  it." 

His  touching  references  to  the  sudden  passing  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  Jefferson  Anderson,  a 
doughty  veteran  of  the  civil  war  and  "  a  wise  and  accom- 
plished Freemason,"  were  timely.  The  well-loved  Com- 
panion died  just  a  couple  of  weeks  or  so  before  the  Con- 
vocation. 

A  new  Chapter  was  instituted  at  Hill  City  and  that  at 
Stafford  constituted. 

The  General  Grand's  proclamation  of  a  new  organiza- 
tion in  Utah  was  received  with  favor  and  endorsed  on 
recommendation  of  the  proper  committee. 
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Grand  Secretary  Wilson  had  to  make  the  prevailing 
complaint  of  dilatory  secretaries.  Five  Chapters  were 
thus  deprived  of  representation.  He  gives  a  list  of  34 
Chapters  which  recorded  nine  or  more  exaltations  during 
the  year,  Leavenworth  No.  2  leading  with  26. 

An  interesting  address  was,  on  invitation  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  delivered  by  Comp.  Rev.  H.  Percy  Silver  on 
lessons  to  be  gathered  from  the  past  and  present  in  Free- 
masonry. 

The  appointment  of  an  assistant  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary at  a  stipend  of  $300  was  agreed  to  and  incorporated 
in  a  by-law.  Nearly  ten  thousand  dollars  were  invested 
in  interest  bearing  securities. 

Comp.  Matthew  M.  Miller  reviews  with  impartiality 
and  rare  judgment  the  proceedings  of  a  host  of  sister 
Grand  Chapters,  and  Canada  for  191 1  is  fraternally  dealt 
with.  Our  system  of  Chapter  inspection  by  district  offi- 
cers appeals  to  him  because  of  the  benefit  derived  in  Kan- 
sas from  a  similar  plan.  We  were  brought  up  on  it  from 
infancy,  and  it  has  never  failed  as  a  nutritious  food  or  a 
corrective. 

Harry  E.  Best,  Manhattan,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Albert  K.  Wilson,  Topeka,  Grand  Secretary. 

Kentucky 

Chapters   .  .    107.  Members   .  .   9050. 

Grand  Chapter  and  Masonry  in  the  State  sustained  a 
sore  bereavement,  when  on  the  26th  August  last  death 
called  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Bannister  Grant,  Grand  Sec- 
retary and  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

Born  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  March  12,  1837,  he,  at  an 
early  age,  moved  with  his  father,  who  was  a  clergyman,  to 
Albion,  Mich,,  where  he  studied  at  Albion  College,  but 
before  completing  the  course  he  again  moved  to  Frank- 
fort, Ky.,  and  finished  his  education  there.  Prior  to 
i860,  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  State  Auditor,  and 
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was  located  in  Louisville  a  short  while  before  the  war. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Federal 
Army,  and  was  a  Captain  soon  after,  retaining  that  posi- 
tion, although  recommended  several  times  for  promotion. 

Companion  Grant  was  distinguished,  not  alone  for  the 
many  noble  traits  he  possessed,  but  for  his  ability  as  a 
writer,  and  his  Masonic  world  regarded  him  as  an  author- 
ity on  all  Masonic  subjects.  At  an  early  age  he  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  remained  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  member,  and  died  as  he  lived — a 
Christian  gentleman. 

Henry  G.  Sandifer,  Grand  High  Priest  in  1888,  was 
another  distinct  loss  during  the  year,  having  been  called 
suddenly  on  October  12,  1912,  at  his  home  in  Danville, 
where  he  had  been  connected  with  banking  institutions  for 
forty-eight  years — serving  with  great  ability  and  rare 
fidelity.  He  was  a  self-made  man,  and  his  career  a  splen- 
did lesson  to  the  youth  of  the  State ;  his  life  was  an  ex- 
ample to  all.  He  was  noted  for  his  devotion  to  his  fam- 
ily ;  his  loyalty  to  his  Church,  his  friends  and  to  the  fra- 
ternity he  delighted  to  honor. 

Excellent  portraits  of  the  deceased  Companions  ac- 
company the  volume  of  Proceedings. 

Little  wonder  if  the  shadow  of  profound  grief  per- 
vaded the  Ninety-fifth  Annual  Convocation  when  the 
Companions  were  called  to  order  by  Grand  High  Priest 
David  W.  Gray  on  the  15th  October,  1912.  There  were 
sixteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  present  and  the  Chap- 
ters were  fully  represented. 

Touching  reference  was  made  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest  in  his  address  to  the  departed  Companions,  and  he 
paid  a  passing  tribute  to  the  late  General  Grand  Secretary 
Christopher  G.  Fox,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Buffalo  on 
September  5  last,  just  eleven  days  before  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  which  body  he  had  been 
secretary  for  more  than  forty  years. 

The  G.  H.  P.,  of  course,  had  something  to  say  of 
Kentucky's    delegation    and    its    visit    to    Indianapolis, 
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especially  the  elevation  of  one  of  themselves,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Bernard  G.  Witt  to  'the  position  of  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  "  by  which  happy  event  a  member  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  becomes  the  head  of  the  largest,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  most  influential  body  of  Masons  in  the 
world." 

His  .assignments  for  inspection  of  the  Chapters  were 
fairly  well  carried  out.  Reports  were  received  from  all 
but  seven  of  the  subordinates. 

He  had  about  thirty  applications  for  dispensation  to 
ballot  out  of  time,  the  applicants  having  overlooked  the 
recent  enactment  taking  that  power  from  the  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Among  his  rulings  were  the  following: 

"  That  the  examination  of  the  proposed  three  principal 
officers  for  new  Chapters  can  not  be  held  before  a  com- 
mittee, but  must  be  held  in  open  Chapter,  but  that  to 
insist  that  they  should  all  three  be  capable  of  conferring 
all  the  Capitular  degrees  is  unfair,  and  if  insisted  upon 
would  prove  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Craft." 

"  That  a  Companion  from  without  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  who  has  received  the  Mark  Master's 
and  Royal  Arch  degrees,  applying  for  membership  with 
a  Chapter,  must  be  given  the  degrees  of  Past  Master  and 
Most  Excellent  Master  before  his  application  can  be  re- 
ceived, and  that  he  may  be  given  those  degrees  or  take 
the  several  obligations  to  the  end  that  he  may  be  healed — 
and  that  for  this  service — it  is  not  necessary  that  any  fee 
be  charged." 

Upon  examining  the  reports  from  the  inspectors  he 
found  that  nine  Chapters  had,  for  various  causes,  con- 
ferred the  degrees  for  less  than  the  minimum  fee,  while 
five  Chapters  conferred  the  degrees  on  clergymen  without 
any  charge.  These  actions  he  declared  unlawful  and  "  as 
the  Chapters  offending  have  been  notified  and  will  doubt- 
less mend  their  ways  the  matter  is  only  reported  that  the 
law  may  be  more  widely  known  than  it  appears  to  be  at 
present." 
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"Indeed,"  he  added,  "I  fear  there  are  few  Chapter 
officers  who  make  as  careful  a  study  of  our  Constitution 
and  Regulations  as  they  should." 

He  was  a  diligent  visitor  himself  apart  from  the  in- 
spections by  those  assigned  to  that  duty. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary  Hodges,  who  was  coj- 
laborer  in  the  office  with  the  late  Comp.  Grant  for  many 
years,  compiled  the  report  from  that  office,  and  it  was  well 
done. 

The  report  from  the  "  Committee  on  our  Homes  " 
was  very  interesting  and  showed  that  both  the  institution 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  and  that  for  the  old  Masons 
were  admirably  managed  and  in  capable  hands. 

When  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  was 
read,  the  beautiful  song,  "  Sometime  You'll  Understand," 
was  most  admirably  sung  by  a  trio  of  Companions. 

The  G.  H.  P.  tendered  Comp.  Howard  R.  French  the 
appointment  of  Grand  Secretary  to  fill  the  unexpired  term 
of  Comp.  H.  B.  Grant,  deceased,  and  he  accepted  the 
same. 

There  were  no*  new  Chapters  to  make  application  for 
charters,  but  the  dormant  body  at  Hickman,  having  found 
on  awakening  that  its  authority  to  work  had  been  "lost, 
stolen  or  strayed,"  a  new  document  was  recommended. 

The  sum  of  $100.00  was  voted  to  be  used  for  the 
benefit  of  the  oldest  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  Chapter  presented  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's 
Jewel  to  retiring  G.  H.  P.  David  W.  Gray,  who  responded 
in  a  very  appropriate  manner. 

E.  Comp.  W.  W.  Clarke,  whose  seat  at  the  Round 
Table  is,  after  this  year,  to  be  filled  by  another,  gives  to 
his  Companions  another  of  his  excellent  reports  on  "  The 
Doings  of  Grand  Chapters."  To  Canada,  for  1912,  he  is 
critically  attentive,  and  to  some  extent  favorably.  He 
halts  at  the  Correspondence  Committee's  hesitation  to 
recommend  recognition  of  a  Grand  Chapter  because  it  has 
the  approval  of  the  General  Grand.     If  that  were  all  the 
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latter  body  claimed,  however,  he  would  be  quite  justified 
in  expressing  surprise.  The  word  "  jurisdiction,"  ac- 
cording to  the  most  up-to-date  philologists,  means  "  law- 
ful power  or  right  to  exercise  official  authority,  whether 
executive,  legislative  or  judicial."  Hence,  as  such  claim 
was  made  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  under  its  official 
authority,  this  Grand  Chapter,  aware  of  the  extent  of  its 
limitations  as  a  sovereign  body,  simply  paused  for  an  ex- 
planation, this  being  the  first  time  such  intimation  was 
received  from  that  source.  It  was  not  a  matter  of  hair 
splitting,  but  simply  that  plain  English  might  possibly 
admit  of  more  than  one  interpretation  to  which  the 
"  foreigner  "  is  a  stranger. 

Comp.  Clarke  quotes  our  remarks  on  the  phase  of 
compulsory  membership  as  revealed  in  a  Kentucky  case, 
and  says : 

"  The  question  of  dependent  membership  aside,  the  views  ex- 
pressed above  are  so  in  harmony  with  our  own  that  we  quote 
them.  But  if  Capitular  Masonry  is  Masonry,  ought  a  suspended 
Mason  be  a  member  of  the  Chapter?  We  mean  to  say  this: 
should  one  who  is  not  a  Mason,  or  whose  Masonic  rights  have 
been  suspended,  be  permitted  to  retain  membership  in  his  Chap- 
ter? Would  Companion  Bennett  contend  that  one  who  had  been 
expelled  by  a  Lodge  ought  to  be  permitted  to  retain  membership 
in  a  Chapter?  Between  expulsion  and  suspension  there  is  a 
difference  only  in  degree." 

With  all  deference  to  Companion  Clarke's  opinion 
there  is  to  our  view  a  vast  difference.  It  has  been  al- 
ready pointed  out  that  many  recognized  American  jurists 
of  wide  reputation,  Dr.  Mackey  for  instance,  have  de- 
clared that  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  not  a 
Masonic  offence,  also  that  the  word  "  suspension  "  is  mis- 
applied in  that  connection  and  by  reason  of  its  common 
use  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  synonymous  with  disgrace. 
It  is  no  such  thing,  until  associated  with  unmasonic  con- 
duct. The  word  expulsion  can  only  be  applied  where  the 
latter  calls  for  the  extreme  penalty,  and  neither  Com- 
panion Bennett,  nor  indeed  any  other,  could  possibly  con- 
tend for  what  is  out  of  the  question. 

A  brother  pays  dues  into  a  lodge  in  return  for  what 
the  lodge  gives  him.  He  does  the  same  in  the  Chapter. 
If  he  chooses  to  stop  payment  in  either  or  both,  the  bene- 
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fits  for  which  he  subscribed  are  denied  him  .and  his  name 
is  removed  from  the  roll  of  membership.  His  standing 
as  a  Mason  is  not  affected  thereby  nor  can  all  the  modern 
legislation,  introduced  to  support  a  pure  matter  of  sup- 
posed expediency,  provide  an  argument  to  set  aside  a 
fundament  tenet.  For  generations  it  has  appealed  to  the 
manhood  of  those  who  have  sought  the  ancient  Craft  for 
the  principles  of  liberty  and  freedom  it  clearly  inculcates, 
and,  if  the  truth  must  be  stated,  there  are  more  recruits 
to  the  huge  army  of  unaffiliates,  due  to  the  introduction 
of  pernicious  laws  such  as  this,  than  there  are  gained 
otherwise  by  use  of  the  coercive  whip. 

With  genuine  regret  we  take  leave  of  Comp.  Clarke, 
and  in  the  hope  that  his  reappearance  will  not  be  left  to  a 
too  distant  future  we  take  reluctant  leave.  It  may  be  re- 
called that  a  year  ago  his  closing  remarks  conveyed  a  hint 
of  a  menace  threatening  the  nation  and  incidentally  the 
Craft.  The  Oregon  reviewer,  like  others,  referred  to  it 
and  suggested  that  as  long  as  the  people  obeyed  the  law 
their  safety  was  assured.  As  we  sympathize  with  Com- 
panion Clarke  and  have  to  a  certain  extent  noted  the  por- 
tentous signs  to  which  he  gravely  refers,  his  reply  to  the 
suggestion  is  reproduced. 

"  The  highest,  the  most  obligatory  of  all  laws,  as  it  is  the 
fountain  whence  flow  all  other  laws,  is  the  holy,  universal  and 
immutable  law  of  God.  As,  from  whatever  cause,  men  lose 
respect  for  that  law,  they  lose  respect  for  all  law.  The  denial  of 
its  obligations,  even  the  questioning  of  it,  is  the  loosening  of  the 
moral  and  ethical  bonds.  These  premises  suggest  the  argument 
and  its  logical  conclusion. 

"  However,  what  was  in  our  mind  when  we  wrote  the  sen- 
tences to  which  Companion  Thielsen  alludes,  was  the  politico- 
religious  power  that  is,  in  no  uncertain  way,  manifesting  itself  in 
our  National  affairs,  and  which  is  concerning  itself  mightily  in 
the  governmental  policies  of  our  Nation,  and  of  which,  we,  as 
Masons,  have  got  to  take  note  sooner  or  later,  and  it  looks  like 
sooner." 

The  enemy  is  one  that  never  sleeps,  and  it  behooves 
the  Masonic  body  which  it  regards  as  its  choice  bete  noir, 
to  keep  its  sentinels  vigilant. 

John  C.  Worsham,  Henderson,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Howard  R.  French,  Mt.  Sterling,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Louisiana 

Chapters   . .   34.  Members   . .   3280. 

The  chair  of  the  much  esteemed  Grand  King  D.  B. 
Gorham  was  left  vacant  a  few  weeks  after  that  worthy 
Companion  was  installed  into  the  position  at  the  previous 
Convocation,  and  fitting  allusion  was  made  to  his  passing 
by  Grand  High  Priest  Adams,  when  he  addressed  the 
Sixty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  at  high  twelve  on  the  6th 
February,  1912,  in  the  New  Orleans  Masonic  Temple. 

Thirty-two  of  the  34  Chapters  were  duly  represented, 
the  official  roster,  with  two  exceptions,  answered  to  the 
roll,  while  nearly  a  dozen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were 
present  to  lend  wisdom  and  dignity  to  the  occasion. 

"  Business  complications  "  interfered  with  the  Grand 
High  Priest's  desire  to  visit  the  Chapters  of  the  State, 
two  or  three  only  being  favored  by  his  presence.  Yet  he 
deplored  the  lack  of  interest  which,  probably  "  from  in- 
formation received,"  he  asserts  is  remarkable  in  some 
instances.  Fervency  and  zeal,  he  declared,  should  be  the 
characteristics  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  prompt 
attendance  was  one  way  of  exemplifying  them.  Despite 
these  drawbacks,  however,  he  learned  that  matters 
Capitular  were  thriving. 

One  new  Chapter  was  authorized  by  him.  Dispensa- 
tions to  ballot  and  confer  degrees  within  the  constitu- 
tional period  limit  were  refused  in  several  cases  and 
granted  in  others,  though  the  urgency  was  doubtful. 

As  an  instance  of  the  kind  of  "  fool  "  question  that  is 
occasionally  put  to  the  ruling  officer,  one  of  his  Chapters 
submitted  the  following :  "  Can  a  man  holding  a  certificate 
of  a  lodge  in  Texas  receive  the  degrees  in  the  Chapter 
without  first  having  been  examined  or  without  having 
some  Brother  to  vouch  for  him  as  a  Master  Mason  ?"  In- 
stead of  rebuking  the  questioner  he  courteously  replied  at 
length. 

Louisiana  is  apparently  at  sixes  and  sevens  with  re- 
gard to  an  approved  working.  He  tried  a  circular  with  a 
view  to  getting  at  an  idea  of  the  General  Grand's  popu- 


APPENDIX  lxix 

larity,  but  few  were  the  responses.  He  urged  the  adop- 
tion of  a  standard,  as  the  existing  chaotic  condition  could 
not  well  be  tolerated  further,  and  vaguely  suggested  that 
a  working,  in  harmony  with  that  of  "other  States,"  be 
determined  on. 

The  Committee  on  Work  approved  the  General 
Grand's  ceremony. 

The  "objector"  nuisance  came  up  under  a  recommenda- 
tion of  his  that  the  objection  should  be  made  known  to 
the  Chapter,  and  disposed  of  by  a  vote  of  the  members. 
He  intimated  that  the  objection  to  an  accepted  candidate 
originated  more  often  than  not  in  the  gratification  of 
personal  spite,  a  privilege  that  should  be  wiped  out  for 
ever  by  some  such  means  as  he  advocated. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  paid  high  tribute  to  the 
Chapter  secretaries  for  promptitude  and  good  work. 
"  Uncle  Dick  "  is  to  be  congratulated. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Rev.  Herman  C.  Duncan  is,  as  of  yore, 
the  welcome  reporter  and  provides  instructive  reading  for 
his  Companions  in  an  excellent  review  of  most  of  the 
Grand  Chapters.  He  quotes  favorably  M.  E.  Comp. 
Moore's  ideas  as  to  making  the  refreshment  hour  of  more 
value  than  what  is  ordinarily  accepted  as  sociability. 

Under  Florida  he  notes  the  law  that  compels  the  High 
Priest  of  a  Chapter  who  has  served  his  term  to  continue 
such  service  where  the  elected  successor  refuses  to  take 
the  office  and  adds,  "  We  do  not  believe  in  compulsory 
service  in  the  realm  of  Freemasonry."  Compulsory  non- 
service  seems  to  have  a  bigger  following. 

To  Nova  Scotia's  resolution  to  adopt  in  Grand  Chap- 
ter the  Grand  Honors  as  practiced  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
he  says  that  such  resolution  would  not  do  for  Louisiana, 
for  the  Grand  Honors  of  the  Grand  Lodge  "  would  be  as 
inappropriate  in  the  Grand  Chapter  as  the  salutation  of 
a  Master  Mason  would  be  in  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons." 

H.  F.  Rugan,  New  Orleans,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Maine 

Chapters   .  .   63.  Members   . .  9917. 

Comparatively  uneventful  was  the  Eighty-seventh  of 
Maine's  Annual  Convocations  held  as  customary  at  Port- 
land on  7th  May,  1912.  The  officers  were  all  on  hand. 
Delegates  from  fifty-seven  Chapters  responded,  and 
eleven  of  the  sixteen  living  Grand  High  Priests  were  pres- 
ent. Sister  Grand  Chapters  were  represented  by  the 
accredited  representatives  from  thirty-eight  of  those 
bodies,  Canada's  own  Winfield  S.  Hinckley  bejng  there  as 
usual,  so  taking  all  together  it  was  a  fine  gathering  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  who  listened  to  Grand  High  Priest 
Wilmer  J.  Dorman's  announcement  that  "  another  year 
had  passed  away,"  a  year  that  saw  the  completion  of 
Portland's  new  Masonic  Temple. 

"  Masonry  in  this  city  has  been  housed  under  several  roofs, 
and  each  in  their  day  and  generation  have  builded  as  best  they 
knew,  but  one  after  another  those  Temples  dedicated  to  Ma- 
sonry have  been  abandoned,  and  each  in  their  turn,  I  believe 
without  exception,  has  been  succeeded  by  larger  and  more  ex- 
pensive quarters.  But  the  one  which  we  occupy  to-night  is  the 
largest  and  most  imposing  of  them  all.  It  is  fair  to  assume  that 
if  these  different  Temples  could  be  shown  upon  a  screen  before 
our  eyes,  they  would  relatively  show  the  growth  of  Freemasonry, 
not  only  in  this  city  but  in  the  state,  and  in  the  world  at  large.  It 
would  show  not  only  its  numerical  growth,  but,  best  of  all,  its 
usefulness  to  society,  for  there  is  where  our  fraternity  should 
ever  shine." 

Wlilliam  Pitt  Preble  who  served  as  Grand  King  in 
1864  was  among  the  Companions  who  passed  away  dur- 
ing the  year.  He  was  one  of  the  "  old  guard  "  and  had 
reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  92  years  and  6  months. 

Two  Chapters  were  granted  dispensations  in  the  pre- 
vious May.  He  recommended  that  one  be  continued  and 
the  other  he  considered  had  earned  its  charter. 

One  of  the  Chapters  was  permitted  to  do  its  Decem- 
ber business  in  January,  owing  to  the  moon  having  con- 
tracted the  bad  habit  of  "  wandering." 

The  Chapters  generally  were  well  informed,  and  the 
Grand  High  Priest  was  thus  relieved  from  answering 
cross  questions. 
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Schools  of  Instruction  were  held,  but  not  well 
attended.  Probably  the  high  state  of  efficiency  may  ac- 
count for  lack  of  interest.  Indeed  the  story  of  his  visits 
would  support  that  view.  What  he  witnessed  at  each 
Chapter  drew  from  him  unstinted  praise. 

At  one  of  the  Chapters  he  "  publicly  "  installed  the 
officers.  To  this  benighted  Canadian  such  flightiness  by 
Maine  is  about  the  only  blot  on  its  otherwise  unsullied 
Capitular  practice. 

All  the  visiting  officers  presented  equally  interesting 
detailed  reports  flattering  to  the  Chapters  and  their  gen- 
eral condition.  One  of  these  visitors  records  that  it  was 
his  privilege  to  publicly  instal  the  officers  of  a  certain 
Chapter,  and  that  the  ceremony  was  a  joint  one  with  the 
blue  lodge.  And  yet  that  officer  expresses  anxiety  that 
the  dignity  of  Capitu'lar  Masonry  is  imperilled  by  reason 
of  the  grand  officers  not  being  properly  received  accord- 
ing to  the  form  made  and  provided.  Straining  at  a  gnat, 
etc. 

Granid  Secretary  Berry  reported  that  in  his  new  quar- 
ters in  the  Temple  he  has  elbow  room  for  many  years  to 
come.    Amen. 

Several  of  the  committees  were  without  employment, 
a  fair  indication  that  white-winged  peace  hovered 
smilingly  over  the  jurisdiction. 

It  came  as  a  shock  to  see  that  Comp.  Herbert  Harris, 
who  was  appointed  ten  years  ago  to  succeed  the  late 
Josiah  H.  Drumrnond  in  the  reviewer's  chair,  had  de- 
cided to  relinquish  his  seat  at  the  round  table. 

"  We   shall   meet  but   we   shall   miss   him." 

Our  intercourse  has  been  pleasant  indeed.  Perhaps  dis- 
tance lent  something  of  the  enchantment  enhanced  by  the 
fact  that  we  periodically  purloined  his  valuable  table  of 
statistics,  the  result  doubtless  of  much  toil,  and  the  secret 
of  which,  we  selfishly  trust,  he  has  imparted  to  his  suc- 
cessor.    He  has  not,  however,  deserted  his  native  heath, 
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and  we  live  in  hope  to  hear  of,  if  not  from,  him  occa- 
sionally. Canada  for  1912  was  a  late  comer  to  his  desk, 
nevertheless  he  found  time  to  devote  four  of  his  pages 
to  a  very  complete  inspection  of  our  doings,  and  he  quotes 
Grand  Z.  Harcourt  with  approval.  To  the  writer  he  is 
amiable,  if  not  generous,  and  our  abhorrence  of  the  com- 
pulsory legislation  in  Masonry  finds  in  him  a  cordial 
sympathizer.  Quoting  us  on  that  peculiar  organization, 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  ■  its  relations  with  the 
sovereign  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States : 

"  Comp.  Bennett  does  not  pretend  to  understand  the  anomal- 
ous relations  existing  between  our  Grand  Chapters  and  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter  (and  I  doubt  if  many  companions  on  this  side 
of  the  line  could  give  a  very  lucid  explanation  of  them)." 

His  valedictory  is  characteristically  modest  and  as 
brief  as  a  farewell  could  well  be,  but  why  Comp.  Harris 
has  pinned  his  faith  to  Esperanto  as  the  means  of  com- 
munication in  Paradise,  or  does  he  mean — but  there,  why 
ask?  he  will  not  tell  us  now  as  he  has  dropped  the  quill. 

"  My  wish,  to  be  relieved  of  this  task  in  future,  has  been 
granted;  and,  at  my  request,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  has 
appointed  Comp.  William  D.  Patterson,  of  Wiscasset,  as  Corres- 
pondent. I  am  confident  that  the  office  will  be  well  filled  and 
the  work  well  done,  and  I  bespeak  for  my  successor  a  hearty 
welcome  from  his  fellow  correspondents,  and  as  courteous  and 
fraternal  treatment  as  I  have  always  received  at  their  hands. 

"  I  have  been  wearied  by  the  labor,  and  am  glad  to  be  re- 
lieved; yet  I  shall  miss  the  pleasant  annual  interviews  with  my 
fellow  scribes,  most  of  whom  I  never  saw,  and  yet  with  whom 
I  have  a  feeling  of  acquaintance  and  companionship  which  I  shall 
not  soon  lose. 

"  With  the  earnest  hope  that  we  all  may  yet  meet,  if  not  in 
the  present  life,  then  in  the  future  one,  where  we  all  will  use 
Esperanto  (because  that  will  be  the  only  language  by  which  we 
can  make  ourselves  understood  by  all  who  will  be  there),  I  write 
these  farewell  words." 

Chas.  B.  Davis,  Waterville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Chapters   .  .   24.  Members   .  .   3522. 

Glancing  over  the  welcome  volume  from  Maryland 
the  eye  is  caught  by  a  full  page  photo  engraved  copy  of 
the  painting  by  Raphael  of  the  Vision  of  Ezekiel,  a 
Florentine  art  treasure  of  rare  beauty.  We  are  not  told 
why  this  generous  contribution  is  furnished  nor  why  it 
should  be  confronted  by  an  "  important  "  notice  to  Chap- 
ter secretaries  regarding  the  necessity  for  accuracy  in  fill- 
ing in  their  returns.  It  may  be  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
saw  in  it  a  valuable  aid  in  compelling  the  attention  of 
those  officers  to  their  plain  duty. 

"  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  closes  its  one  hundred 
and  fourteenth  year  in  good  financial  condition ;  it  is  free  from 
all  discord  and  dissension  within  itself,  and  its  relations  with  all 
sister  Jurisdictions  are  of  the  most  cordial  and  friendly  character. 
Our  Constituent  Chapters  are,  in  the  aggregate,  healthy  and  pros- 
perous, and  the  individual  Companions  are  earnest  and  devoted  in 
their  efforts  to  advance  the  cause  of  Capitular  Masonry." 

Grand  High  Priest  Daniel  J.  Emich  thus  pictured 
Maryland's  happy  condition  when  he  addressed  the 
Annual  Convocation  at  Baltimore  on  the  23rd  November, 
1911.  AH  but  one  of  the  Chapters  had  delegates  present. 
Nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  there  to  remind  the 
Companions  of  days  gone  by,  and  thirty-four  Grand  Chap- 
ters were  represented,  including  Canada  in  the  person  of 
the  faithful  M.  E.  Comp.  John  M.  Carter.  All  of  which 
went  to  justify  an  opening  in  "  Ample  Form." 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  resolve  to  do  his  best  during 
his  term  was  carried  out  with  fidelity.  He  visited 
eighteen  of  the  Chapters  and  hoped  for  good  results.  He 
constituted  a  new  Chapter  in  the  city  under  the  name 
"  Baltimore  "  and  its  work  since  institution,  he  declared 
was  phenomenal,  it  being  one  of  the  strongest  Chapters 
in  the  jurisdiction. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  revive  the  ill-fated  Joppa 
Chapter  which,  in  the  absence  of  necessary  requirements, 
failed  of  success. 
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Grand  Lecturer  Dukehart,  who  had  held  that  onerous 
position  most  acceptably  for  many  years,  resigned  from 
it,  and  the  G.  H.  P.  recommended  that  his  past  services 
he  recognized  by  the  grant  of  an  annual  pension  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  was  subsequently 
agreed  to. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Henry  Clay 
Larrabee,  who  died  in  the  previous  July,  is  included  in 
the  printed  Proceedings.  "A  man  of  unflinching  integrity 
and  companionable  personality." 

There  was  a  dearth  of  occupation  for  the  several 
Committees,  and  they  so  reported.  The  following  remark- 
able resolution  was  put  and  carried.  One  would  fancy 
that  this  hoary  old  Grand  Chapter,  full  of  years  and 
experience,  would  be  at  least  innocent  of  even  the  neces- 
sity for  such  standing  resolution: 

"  That  the  forming  of  clubs  with  monthly  payments,  thereby 
securing  the  initiation  fees  for  the  Club  Members  seriatim  and 
chosen  by  lot,  be  emphatically  forbidden,  as  being  prejudicial  to 
the  dignity  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry." 

For  his  Companions  of  Maryland,  as  elsewhere,  it 
must  be  a  matter  for  sincere  rejoicing  that  the  veteran 
Correspondent,  Comp.  Edward  T.  Schultz,  is  enabled  to 
continue  his  labor  of  love  for  the  several  Grand  bodies. 
It  is  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  that  we  are  privileged 
to  gaze  upon  his  "counterfeit  presentment"  in  a  portrait 
which  prefaces  his  thirty-fifth  report,  and  which,  we  are 
confident,  will  be  valued  by  his  Companions.  Well  beyond 
his  eightieth  year,  and  totally  blind,  it  is  marvellous  what 
he  can  accomplish,  even  with  the  aid  of  a  secretary  and 
his  faithful  Masonic  friends.  The  report  before  us  loses 
nothing  of  its  interest  by  reason  of  time's  advances. 

His  inspection  of  Canada  for  191 1  is  no  cursory 
achievement.  He  learns  all  that  there  is  doing,  and 
comments  where  necessary.  Probably  the  use  of  the 
Chapter  seal  is  considered  of  more  importance  in  Mary- 
land than  it  is  with  us.  Its  impression  on  receipts  for 
dues  had  been  forbidden  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
he  expressed  a  desire  for  Canada's  opinion  on  the  ruling. 
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The  seal,  as  we  understand  its  meaning,  snould  be  con- 
fined to  official  documents,  and  we  do  not  think  it  is  mis- 
placed when  attached  to  a  receipt  for  dues.  A  printed 
form  of  receipt  may  be  easily  copied,  but  not  so  the  seal, 
which  is  in  the  custody  of  the  secretary,  and  is  to  a  certain 
extent  the  Chapter's  voucher  for  his  signature. 

Again,  he  approves  our  views  with  regard  to  com- 
pulsory membership,  and  advances  a  plausible  and 
probably  true  reason  for  much  of  its  support : 

"  Indeed,  it  would  appear  that  there  are  not  a  few  who  accept 
it  because  their  neighbor  adopted  it,  and  without  troubling  to 
study  its  genesis,  approve  on  the  follow-my-leader  principle,  and, 
having  approved,  feel  bound  to  defend  their  ill-chosen  position." 

Under  Western  Australia,  he  comments  freely  with 
regard  to  that  young  Grand  Chapter's  relations  with  Scot- 
land, and,  strangely  enough,  cites  Canada  as  a  parallel 
case. 

"  In  Canada  there  are  several  Chapters  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
still  holding  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  not- 
withstanding the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  has  been  in  existence 
more  than  53  years.  Last  year  Companion  George  J.  Bennett, 
Grand  Scribe  E.  of  Canada,  in  his  visitations  among  its  constitu- 
ent Chapters  visited  these  Chapters  also,  and  was  cordially  and 
fraternally  received  and  welcomed  by  them.  If  Scotland  and 
Canada  can  dwell  together  in  harmony  under  such  circumstances 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  cannot  Scotland  and  Western 
Australia  do  likewise,  at  least  for  a  few  years,  while  the  Com- 
panions in  Australia  seek  by  fraternal  endeavor  to  get  together? 
And  if  the  recalcitrant  Chapters  insist  upon  continuing  their 
allegiance  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  what  is  the  old 
mother  to  do — cast  them  off,  abandon  them?  Certainly  such  a 
course  would  be  unnatural." 

We  fear  our  worthy  Companion  is  a  little  astray  as 
to  the  facts.  Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  regarding  the 
territory  as  unoccupied,  had  acceded  to  the  petitions  of 
brethren  located  in  a  number  of  settled  districts,  and 
granted  charters  for  the  establishment  of  Chapters  under 
its  authority.  With  the  advent  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  and  its  general  recognition  as  a  sovereign  body, 
Scotland  ceased  to  regard  Canada  as  a  territory  to  which 
it  had  a  claim,  and  conceded  to  the  new  Grand  Chapter 
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its  just  title  to  possession  and  admitted  its  status  as  a 
peer.  The  existing  Chapters  of  Scottish  allegiance,  how- 
ever, were  not  interfered  with,  and  whether  they  elected 
to  remain  under  Scottish  obedience  or  transferred  their 
fealty  to  Canadian  authority  was  a  matter  entirely  for 
their  own  selection.  In  the  course  of  time  several  of 
those  Chapters  surrendered  their  original  warrants  and 
threw  their  lot  in  with  the  Canadian  body,  until  now  but 
one  remains.  The  membership  enjoys  Blue  Lodge  associa- 
tions under  its  local  Grand  Lodge,  and  similar  conditions 
obtain  with  regard  to  other  branches  of  the  Masonic 
Craft.  Wit'h  the  Royal  Arch,  however,  it  continues  to 
regard  Scotland  with  filial  affection,  and  Scotland  seeks 
no  further  recruiting  depots  within  the  confines  of  terri- 
tory belonging  to  another.  The  situation  affords  no  other 
comparison. 

The  formation  of  a  Grand  Chapter  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia, which  has  been  accepted  as  legitimate,  should,  if 
Canada  is  to  be  cited  as  a  parallel  case,  be  sufficient 
notice  to  all  other  Grand  bodies  that  the  territory  is  no 
longer  unoccupied.  Established  Chapters  under  other 
allegiance  should  be  allowed,  if  they  so  decide,  to  continue, 
but  for  any  other  Grand  Chapter  to  claim  jurisdiction  in 
the  territory  other  than  that  over  its  own  constituents,  is 
to  assume  something  that  is  clearly  at  variance  with 
recognized  procedure  and  comity.  We  doubt  also  that 
Western  Australia  is  desirous  of  taking  unwilling  lambs 
into  its  fold. 

There  was,,  if  we  remember  aright,  no  mention  of  any 
visitation  by  the  writer  to  the  one  Scottish  Chapter  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  The  opportunity  did  not  offer,  but  we  had 
the  privilege  of  becoming  acquainted  with  many  of  the 
Companions  and  enjoyed  their  society. 

His  concluding  words  are  hopeful : 

"  It  is  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  gratitude  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  that  after  these  many  months  of  labor  I  find 
myself  as  fresh  as  when  I  commenced,  and  I  think  that  after  a 
few  days  rest  I  could  be  ready  to  commence  the  preparation  of 
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the  next  year's  reports.     Whether  I  will  be  permitted  to  do  so  is 
known  only  to  Him  to  whom  all  things  are  known." 

Charles  B.  Finley,  Elkton,  Grand  High  Priest. 
John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore,  Grand  Secretary. 

Massachusetts 

Chapters   .  .   81.  Members   .  .   22,629. 

There  is  much  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  studious 
Masonic  reader  in  the  plethoric  volume  which  records  the  ■ 
doings  of  this  venerable  Grand  Chapter  during  the  year 
of  grace  191 1.  Quarterly  Convocations  were  held  in 
Boston  in  March,  June  and  September,  a  special  at 
Ipswich  to  constitute  a  Chapter  in  October  and  the  One 
hundred  and  thirteenth  Annual  on  December  12th. 

In  March  the  Committee's  report  on  the  Grand  High 
Priest's  address  of  the  previous  Annual  expressed  gen- 
eral commendation  of  that  enthusiastic  Companion  and 
approved  his  actions  and  recommendations. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Burrage  granted  dispensations  for  two 
new  Chapters  at  North  Attleborough  and  Everett,  respec- 
tively, and  the  recommendation  to  appropriate  one  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  fund  for  the  Masonic  Home  was 
ratified. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest's  services  during  the 
previous  year  were  recognized  by  the  presentation  of  a 
commemorative  jewel,  and  after  closing,  a  choice  musical 
programme  was  provided. 

The  June  meeting  was  equally  well  attended.  A 
brother  who  practised  as  a  dentist  in  Boston,  but  resided 
in  Hingham,  applied  to  a  Boston  Chapter  for  the  degrees 
and  was  charged  with  unmasonic  conduct  in  giving  wrong 
answers  to  the  questions  put  to  him  in  reference  to  his 
place  of  abode,  which  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Chapter  at  East  Weymouth.  The  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee recommended  the  refunding  by  the  Boston  Chapter 
of  the  fees  to  the  complaining  Chapter,  and  the  healing 
of  the  offending  Companion. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Lynch,  Grand  High  Priest  of  New 
Hampshire,  was  a  visitor  and  was  fraternally  welcomed, 
as  was  Rhode  Island's  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  and 
the  G.  H.  Priest  of  Connecticut,  with  a  number  of  other 
distinguished  visiting  Companions.  Luncheon  was  pro- 
vided, and  the  midsummer  atmosphere  was  tempered  by 
an  address  on  "Iceland,"  given  by  the  Scribe  of  the 
Chapter  at  Springfield,  who  spoke  from  personal  experi- 
ence, and  delighted  his  many  hearers. 

In  September,  the  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the 
acquisition  of  a  relic,  a  plate  engraved  for  the  purpose  of 
printing  blanks,  on  which  were  to  be  recorded  the  marks 
of  the  Brethren.  It  had  been  presented  by  Bancroft 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  of  Ayer,  and  had  belonged  in  former 
years  to  St.  John's  Chapter,  which  surrendered  its  charter 
in  1843.    Thanks  for  the  gift  were  voted  to  the  donors. 

Companions  at  Andover  had  applied  for  a  dispensa- 
tion to  start  a  new  Chapter,  but  the  requirements  of  Grand 
Chapter  had  not  been  lived  up  to,  and  the  request  was 
declined  "without  prejudice." 

A  well-prepared  historical  address  was  delivered  at 
the  coldation  served  in  the  banqueting  hall,  by  the  Grand 
Chaplain  on  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  contained 
some  interesting  data.  Among  other  statements  therein 
are  the  following: 

"  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  eminent  Masonic  scholars  that 
the  original  third  degree  of  Desaguliers  contained  the  true  Mas- 
ter's or  Royal  Arch  Word,  and  we  know  for  a  certainty  that  in 
Wilkinson's  Edition  of  the  Book  of  Constitutions,  which  was 
published  in  Dublin  in  1769,  that  word  is  displayed  among  the 
emblems  in  a  conspicuous  place. 

"  Now  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  four  lodges  in  Lon- 
don, which  united  on  June  24,  1717,  subsequently  made  such 
changes  in  the  Ritual  that  in  1740  a  large  body  of  the  Brethren 
seceded  and,  later  on,  established  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient 
York  Masons,  and  they  supplemented  the  work  of  the  London 
lodges  by  the  addition  of  a  fourth  degree." 

"The  more  we  live  the  more  we  learn."  This  is  the 
first  time  we  are  told  that  the  schismatics  included  the 
word  "York"  in  their  nomenclature.     Again : 
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"  Tijrn  now  for  a  moment,  if  you  please,  to  the  English  Grand 
Lodge.  The  first  innovator  of  its  original  ritual  was  Chevalier 
Ramsey,  and  it  is  to  him  we  trace  the  first  contribution  to  what 
afterward  became  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  as  there  is  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  our  historians  as  to  the  extent  of  his 
work,  let  me  briefly  present  you  a  sketch  of  his  life." 

Thus  is  Ramsey  once  more  given  credit  for  something 
which  keenest  research  has  failed  to  establish.  He  traces 
something  of  the  Chevalier's  doubtful  achievements,  but 
is  aparently  impressed  by  the  prevailing  sentiment  that 
beyond  the  Rite  Ecossais  that  accomplished  gentleman 
was  unheard  of  as  a  ritualist.  In  this  cloud  of  uncertainty 
he  goes  forward  until  he  gets  to  Dermott  and  the 
Ancients.    The  old,  old  story. 

"  For  my  own  part,  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the  historian 
Mackey,  who  maintains  that  Ramsey  did  not  invent  this  degree — 
not  even  its  name — but  he  did  suggest  the  symbolism  which  re- 
ferred to  the  recovery  of  a  word  which  had  been  lost,  without 
which  Royal  Arch  Masonry  would  have  been  unknown. 

"  As  I  see  it,  the  Ancients  brought  out  from  Ramsey's  Scot- 
tish Master  the  idea,  and  Lawrence  Dermott,  the  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Ancients,  and  an  Irishman,  developed  the  Royal  Arch, 
which  was  conferred  at  York  in  1744,  and  probably  somewhat 
earlier." 

That  the  Grand  Chaplain  was  dependent  for  his 
material  on  the  product  of  writers  whose  theories, 
accepted  as  facts  for  a  generation,  but  since  exploded  by 
the  discoveries  of  more  active  searchers  after  light,  is 
made  clear  in  the  following : 

"  It  was,  however,  in  1753,  when  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ancients  was  organized,  that  that  body  adopted  the  Royal  Arch 
as  a  fourth  degree,  and  in  1765  some  of  the  Moderns  formed  a 
Chapter  for  conferring  the  Royal  Arch,  but  their  work  differed 
in  many  ways  from  that  of  the  Ancients,  and  was  invented  by 
Thomas  Dunckerley,  the  illegitimate  son  of  George  the  Second." 

Now  Dunckerley,  remarkable  enthusiast  as  he  was, 
especially  in  Arch  and  Templar  matters,  never  perpe- 
trated a  Royal  Arch  degree.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend  and 
Companion,  written  at  Hampton  Court  Palace,  and  dated 
some  three  years  before  his  death,  in  1795,  he  states : 
"I  was  exalted  in  Portsmouth  in   1754,"  and  his  Royal 
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Arch  activity  was  comprised  altogether  in  the  propagation 
of  the  degree  as  he  received  it.  Dermott,  who  is  also 
credited  with  being  the  author  of  the  degree,  was  initiated 
some  years  after  the  Royal  Arch  was  known  to  have 
existed,  as  Dr.  D'Assigny's  brochure  of  1744  testifies,  and 
it  is  deduced  from  the  preserved  records  of  the 
"Ancients"  that  he  probably  received  it  ere  he  left  Dublin 
for  London,  or  perhaps  soon  afterwards,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  "Moderns,"  with  whom  "the  journeyman 
painter"  affiliated  before  allying  himself  with  the  fortunes 
of  the  seceding  body. 

His  references  to  the  introduction  of  the  early  working 
of  the  degree  in  America,  and  its  re-arrangement  by 
Thomas  Smith  Webb  and  his  associates,  are  of  distinct 
value. 

"  It  is  well  to  point  out  that  the  Ritual  in  use  at  this  time 
(1769)  was  undoubtedly  that  of  Lodge  No.  322  of  the  Registry 
of  Ireland,  connected  with  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment,  then  sta- 
tioned at  Boston,  and  consisted  of  three  degrees :  the  Excellent, 
Super-Excellent  and  the  Royal  Arch,  and  this  was  the  Ritual  in 
common  use  until  what  is  termed  the  American  system  was  de- 
vised and  put  into  operation  by  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  who  was 
the  founder  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

"  Webb  was  the  son  of  English  parents,  and  he  was  born  in 
Boston,  Oct.  13,  1771. 

"  It  was  about  1792  when  he  was  initiated  in  the  primary 
degrees  of  Freemasonry,  and  soon  after  he  moved  to  Albany, 
New  York,  where  he  received  the  higher  degrees  and  engaged 
in  the  establishment  of  a  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  and  a  Com- 
mandery  of  Templars. 

"  Later  Webb  removed  to  Providence,  and  in  1813  he  was 
elected  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 

"  Mackey  does  not  accord  to  Webb  as  much  praise  as  seems 
to  me  to  be  his  due,  for  there  is  no  question  but  what  he  was  the 
father  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as  we  have  it  to-day,  and  what- 
ever the  Ritual  before  his  time,  he  altogether  changed  it. 

"  The  Ritual  of  this  degree  (the  Mark  Master)  as  we  have 
it  in  America  was  the  work  of  Thomas  Webb. 

"  The  Past  Master's  Degree  is  peculiarly  a  Chapter  Degree, 
and  this  also  originated  with  Webb  in  Albany,  New  York. 

"  The  degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master  is  also  of  American 
origin,  and  was  first  practised  by  Webb. 
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"  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  also  the  work  of  Webb,  and 
the  whole  American  system,  substantially  as  now  presented,  was 
from  his  hand." 

The  first  thing  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
panions at  the  Annual  Convocation  which  opened  Decem- 
ber 12th,  191 1,  was  the  exemplification  of  the  several 
degrees  by  the  Grand  Lecturers  and  their  assistants.  The 
forenoon  was  devoted  to  the  lesser  degrees  and  the  after- 
noon to  the  Royal  Arch.  The  Mark  occupied  one  hour 
and  'twenty  minutes,  the  P.  M.  thirty  minutes,  the  M.  E. 
M.  one  hour  and  ten  minutes,  and  the  R.  A.  two  hours. 
The  work  was  carefully  rendered  and  deservedly  praised 
by  the  three  hundred  representatives  of  the  Chapters  who 
watched  it  throughout. 

The  Committee  on  Returns  congratulated  the  Chapter 
secretaries  on  their  accuracy. 

Amherst  Companions  successfully  applied  for  a  dis- 
pensation to  organize  a  Chapter,  and  recognition  was 
accorded  the  recently  formed  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah. 

Grand  High  Priest  Charles  Dana  Burrage  had  much 
to  say  of  what  he  did  and  what  he  would  like  to  see  done. 

"I  have  found  everywhere  an  abiding  love  for  the  Chapter, 
an  appreciation  of  its  charms  and  beauties,  and  a  chivalric  emu- 
lation in  the  practice  of  true  fraternity  that  have  strengthened 
my  own  love  for  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  given  me  larger 
faith  in  its  future. 

"As  the  Chapters  have  relegated  to  oblivion  the  crude  and 
unworthy  horse-play  methods  of  former  days,  they  are  percep- 
tibly gaining  in  dignity,  in  influence,  and  in  appeal  to  the  better 
elements  in  the  community.  Whatever  roughness  still  exists  in 
Chapter  work  in  Massachusetts  is  kept  secret  and  not  flaunted, 
for  every  High  Priest  knows  that,  if  permitted,  it  will  surely 
lead  to  the  recall  of  the  charter  of  the  Chapter." 

During  the  year  Rev.  Dr.  A.  St.  John  Chambre,  of 
Lowell,  a  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  Grand 
Chapter,  was  called  from  earthly  labors  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  Episcopal 
clergymen  in  New  England. 

The  G.  H.  P.  decided  that  under  the  direct  limitation 
of  power  fixed  by  law  no  Chapter  can  lawfully  confer  the 
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degrees  upon  a  Mason  who  has  lost  his  hand  at  the  wrist, 
even  though  he  may  use  an  artificial  hand. 

He  made  forty  visitations,  making  ninety-nine  for  the 
two  years  of  his  incumbency. 

From  information  furnished  by  his  deputies,  he  pre- 
pared a  "roll  of  honor"  which  he  read  to  Grand  Chapter. 
This  comprised  a  list  of  names  of  Companions  who,  by 
many  years  of  devoted  service  in  their  respective  Chapters, 
had  contributed  much  to  the  exalted  position  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Craft  in  the  jurisdiction. 

That  the  Chapters  generally  are  moving  forward  to 
as  near  perfection  as  possible  he  gathered  from  the  inter- 
esting reports  of  the  district  deputies.  In  addition  to 
many  improvements  effected,  he  found  "that  nearly  all 
now  display  the  American  flag  at  every  meeting."  Which 
accounts  probably  for  the  general  verdict  of  those  officers 
who  unite  in  stating  "that  they  find  increased  interest, 
better  work  and  greater  enthusiasm  throughout  all  the 
Chapters  in  the  Commonwealth — a  fact  that  gives  large 
encouragement  for  renewed  and  constant  effort  in  the 
future." 

R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  H.  Preston,  the  Deputy  of  the 
2nd  District,  forwarded  the  following  account  of  the 
ancient  charter  of  Washington  Royal  Airch  Chapter,  of 
Salem,  which  celebrated  its  hundredth  anniversary  in  the 
preceding  January : 

"  The  charter  of  Washington  Chapter  has  an  interesting 
history.  The  original  charter  bears  the  date  of  1811.  Accord- 
ing to  record,  under  date  of  March  17,  1835.  it  was  'Voted  that  the 
trunk  containing  the  Records,  Seal  and  Papers  of  this  Chapter, 
together  with  the  charter,  be  committed  to  the  care  of  the  High 
Priest,  and  by  him  to  be  deposited  in  the  vault  of  some  Bank 
for   safe-keeping.' 

"  In  1852,  when  meetings  of  the  Chapter  were  resumed,  the 
charter  could  not  be  found,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  was  asked 
to  grant  them  a  duplicate,  and  this  was  done,  a  new  charter, 
dated  Sept.  7,  1852,  but  taking  precedence  from  tne  date  of  the 
original  charter,  being  issued  to  them.  Nov.  18,  1853,  the  old 
charter  was  found  among  the  effects  of  Joseph  G.  Sprague,  who 
was  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  at  the  time  the  meetings  were 
suspended  in  1835. 
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'The  following  memorandum  is  recorded :  'Upon  the  death 
of  P.  H.  P.  Joseph  G.  Sprague,  his  property  was  sold  at  auction 
by  Shepard  &  Archer,  auctioneers.  Among  the  effects  was  a 
barrel  of  maps  and  other  papers,  apparently  of  little  value,  which 
was  left  at  the  close  of  the  sale.  Some  months  afterward,  Mr. 
Shepard,  returning  from  a  military  muster  on  Salem  Neck,  met 
the  writer  of  this  (Samuel  B.  Buttrick),  and  he,  knowing  by 
common  report  that  he  was  a  Mason,  hailed  him  and  informed 
him  that  he  had  found  in  a  barrel  a  roll  of  paper  which  'he 
imagined  to  be  of  importance  to  somebody,  perhaps  a  Mason.  I 
told  him  I  was  the  person  who  should  have  the  custody  of  the 
charter  of  Washington  Chapter  (long  lost,  now  found),  and 
related  to  him  its  history,  and  he  in  a  day  or  two  returned  it  to 
me  in  as  good  condition  as  before.' 

"The  charters  are  both  in  good  condition.  A  charter  which 
had  such  a  narrow  escape  from  destruction  is  a  priceless  relic." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Burrage  was  unanimously  elected  to 
serve  a  third  term  as  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Gilman  Waite, 
again  furnishes  a  most  ample  feast  in  the  report  on 
Correspondence. 

-  Under  Alabama,  he  questions  the  right  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  to  authorize  by  his  dispensation  a  Chapter  to 
mortgage  its  property  unless  the  Constitution  so  provides. 

Quoting  our  remarks,  under  Canada  for  191 1,  in 
which  we  expressed  disapproval  of  the  installation  cere- 
mony being  conducted  publicly  as  in  several  of  the 
United  States  jurisdictions,  he  subjoins  the  following, 
which  furnishes  another  aspect  of  the  growing  tendency 
to  cater  to  the  vanity  of  individuals,  and  incidentally  to 
do  a  little  questionable  advertising  "on  the  side." 

"We  can  hardly  imagine  what  Companion  Bennett  would 
say  to  a  custom  which  has  become  altogether  too  prevalent  here, 
of  having  a  full  account  prepared  by  a  regular  reporter,  who 
gained  admission  as  a  member  of  the  Institution,  for  the  purpose 
of  printing  on  the  day  following  any  public  occasion  what  took 
place  within  the  tyled  body,  giving  names  of  the  participants,  etc. 
We  have  sometimes  been  led  to  believe  that  this  custom  was  en- 
couraged, and  even  fostered,  by  some  who  were  to  be  particu- 
larly prominent  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  evening. 

"This  hardly  seems  to  be  the  proper  place  in  which  to 
express  our  personal  opinion  of  one  claiming  to  be  a  Mason,  who 
will    take    the    advantage    of    his    privilege    of    visiting    Masonic 
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bodies  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  away  information  for  the  use 
of  the  secular  press,  which  has  no  interest  in  our  proceedings 
except   for  its  own  profit." 

On  the  whole,  his  review  is  excellent,  as  such,  for 
everything  of  value  is  noted,  and,  where  necessary,  com- 
mented on  by  way  of  comparison  or  instruction.  His 
fourteen  years  of  service  as  compiler  of  the  Correspondr 
ence  report,  he  thinks,  entitles  him  to  a  rest,  and  he 
announces  in  his  concluding  remarks  that  the  Grand  High 
Priest  has  acceded  to  his  request  for  a  respite  from 
reportorial  duty.  That  his  Companions  will  miss  the 
periodical  treat  from  his  pen  goes  without  saying.  His 
brethren  of  the  circle  will  also  be  temporarily  deprived 
of  the  communion  with  one  of  its  best  and  brightest  links 
and  look  forward  to  his  coming  back  with  fervent  hope 
that  his  return  will  be  marked  by  increased  virility  and 
a  willingness  to  give  another  fourteen  years  of  loving 
service  to  those  who  best  appreciate  the  sacrifices  it 
entails. 

Charles  Dana  Burrage,  Needham,  Grand  High  Priest. 
J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston,  Grand  Secretary. 

Michigan 

Chapters   .  .    151.  Members   .  .   21,484. 

When  the  Sixty- fourth  Annual  Convocation  was 
opened  in  Grand  Rapids  on  June  25,  191 2,  by  Grand  High 
Priest  Edwin  F.  Brown,  the  chair  of  the  Grand  Scribe 
was  vacant,  that  officer  being  detained  by  the  serious 
illness  of  his  mother. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  the  Roll  of  Honor  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  to  which  two  additions  had  been  made 
during  the  year  by  the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
Charles  D.  Blanchard  and  Clark  E.  Spencer. 

The  former  presided  in  1895,  and  the  latter  in  1906. 
M.  E.  Comp.  Blanchard  was  a  resident  of  Marquette, 
where,  it  may  be  recalled,  Grand  Chapter  met  in  the 
previous  year.     Deceased  had  long  desired  that  his  town 
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should  be  so  honored,  and,  weak  as  he  then  was,  he 
assisted  in  the  welcome  tendered  to  the  body  over  which 
he  once  ruled.    A  month  later  he  was  at  rest. 

Dr.  Spencer  was  a  resident  of  Port  Huron,  where  he 
was  held  in  high  esteem  as  an  active  citizen.  His  death, 
though  sudden,  was  not  unexpected.  The  Masonic 
funeral  was  the  largest  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  his  home 

city. 

One  Chapter,  that  at  Richmond,  was  constituted  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  Stevens  as  proxy  for  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

Among  his  dispensations  Was  one  to  a  Chapter  to 
work  one  of  the  dependent  degrees  at  other  than  the  place 
of  its  location,  though  within  its  jurisdiction.  The  place 
owned  a  blue  lodge,  and  the  ceremony  was  conducted 
in  its  rooms.  Even  with  that  redeeming  feature,  a  similar 
stretch  of  favor  would  scarcely  be  permitted  here,  as  the 
charter  confines  the  usefulness  of  a  Chapter  to  the  place 
specified  as  its  home. 

A  Chapter  which  had  acted  upon  the  petitions  of  three 
brethren  who  were  resident  within  the  territory  of  another 
Chapter  was  sentenced  to  disgorge  the  fees  collected,  but 
a  claim  as  to  the  membership  of  the  three  in  the  latter 
Chapter  was  not  allowed. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  visited  a  number  of  the  smaller 
Chapters  in  the  lower  peninsula  in  connection  with  the 
work  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  and  in  some  of  them  was 
informed  that  it  was  the  first  visit  ever  received  from  a 
Grand  High  Priest.  All  of  the  Chapters  visited  gave  fine 
exhibitions  of  the  work. 

He  strongly  urged  a  ritual  revision  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  Grand  Secretary,  to 
whose  ability  in  that  line  he  gave  merited  tribute.  He 
also  recommended  an  earlier  date  for  the  Annual  Convo- 
cations, but  it  did  not  appeal  to  Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  Secretary  Conover's  report  was  encouraging, 
although  he,  too  had  something  to  say  about  the  lazy  ones 
and  delinquents.     He  quoted  a  colleague  who  advocated 
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the  ten  per  cent,  fine  or  no  representation.  Comp.  Con- 
over  hesitated  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  Chapter  repre- 
sentative because  his  Chapter  elected  a  lazy  secretary,  and 
suggested  the  warning,  "Look  well  to  the  south-east  corner 
of  your  Chapter."  Like  him,  we  hope  it  will  have  the 
desired  effect,  but,  as  Sandy  remarked  when  advised  to 
try  a  whiskey  liniment  for  an  internal  trouble,  "I  hae 
ma  doots." 

He  thus  refers  to  a  matter  which  was  discussed 
between  Canada  and  himself  recently,  and  which  could 
as  easily  have  been  disposed  of  at  the  outset  but  for  his 
loyalty  to  an  absurd  ruling  of  the  then  presiding  G.  H.  P. 

"In  carrying  into  effect  a  decision  of  one  of  our  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  that  dimits  originating  in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions 
should  have  the  certificate  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  that  juris- 
aiction  attached  under  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  one 
jurisdiction  has  flatly  refused  to  attach  such  a  certificate,  claim- 
ing it  had  no  authority  to  in  any  way  alter  an  official  paper 
coming  from  one  of  its  Chapters  under  its  seal.  In  such  cases 
I  have,  through  the  published  proceedings  of  that  jurisdiction, 
ascertained  that  the  Chapter  issuing  the  dimit  was  a  regularly 
enrolled  Chapter  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  I  have  so  certified  to 
the  enquiring  Chapter." 

Equally  interesting  and  informative  was  the  report  of 
the  Grand  Lecturer,  who  claims  to  prefer  to  be  a 
"booster"  and  "worker"  rather  than  a  "knocker."  Amid 
his  numerous  duties  he  found  occasion  to  confer  the 
Chapter  degrees  on  his  son.  He  acknowledges  the 
assistance  received  from  the  "Hand  Book"  prepared  by 
our  competent  Grand  Secretary,  as  also  his  valuable  com- 
pany on  his  visits  of  instruction. 

"He  gives  me  great  trouble,  however,  about  being  received 
with  the  Grand  Honors  which  are  his  due,  and  which  the 
Chapters  are  so  eager  and  willing  to  accord  to  the  beauty  of 
the   Grand   Chapter.     He  ought  to  behave  better." 

A  communication  to  the  Grand  Secretary  from  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot- 
land re  the  latter's  relations  with  the  young  Grand  Chapter 
of  Western  Australia,  disposes  of  much  of  the  erroneous 
ideas  held  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  touching  the  attitude 
of  the  mother  Grand  Chapter  in  the  matter.    An  extract 
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from  the  letter  will  be  enough  to  make  clear  the  existing 
situation.    R.  E.  Comp.  Murray,  of  Edinburgh,  says : 

"We  are  all  on  the  most  friendly  terms,  and  it  rather 
amuses  us  to  see  in  the  American  press  occasionally  observations 
which  assume  the  very  reverse. 

"The  only  real  point  under  discussion  between  us  at  the 
present  moment  is  whether  Scotland  is  to  compel  its  Chapters 
to  join  the  local  Grand  Body,  and  this  we  are  not  prepared  to 
do  so  long  as  they  wish  to  continue  with  us.  There  are  reasons 
of  government  and  ritual  and  degrees  which  render  them  de- 
sirous of  remaining  with  us;  but  apart  from  that,  there  is  a 
very  strong  and  deep  feeling  of  attachment  to  Scotland  among 
the  members,  and  we  are  very  proud  of  this. 

"I  think  it  is  sometimes  assumed  that  we  want  to  stick  to 
these  Chapters  for  the  mere  sake  of  getting  returns  and  member- 
ship fees  from  them,  but  in  point  of  fact  they  are  a  source  of 
expense  rather  than  of  profit,  and  the  idea  that  money  considera- 
tions influence  us  is  very  unworthy." 

The  Past  Grand  High  Priests  are  to  be  presented  with 
aprons  of  suitable  design. 

What  is  known  as  "the  Texas  Plan,"  a  kind  of  com- 
pulsory blending  of  the  Cryptic  and  Capitular  Rites,  had 
been  under  advisement  by  a  special  Committee,  but  as 
there  was  no  co-operation  with  a  similar  committee  from 
the  Grand  Council,  and  general  opinion  being  adverse  to 
the  suggestion,  it  was  concluded  to  let  very  well  alone. 

With  the  presentation  of  the  customary  jewel  to  the 
retiring  G.  H.  P.,  and  the  usual  formalities,  the  session 
closed  harmoniously. 

The  interesting  volume  would  indeed  be  incomplete 
without  Grand  Secretary  Conover's  breezy  "preparation" 
at  the  close.  He,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the  foregoing 
review,  is  a  worker,  and  his  work  is  a  testimony  to  his 
earnestness.  The  General  Grand  Chapter  apparently 
realized  that  virtue  when  its  members  selected  him  in 
September  to  fill  the  gap  made  by  the  death  of  the  vener- 
able General  Grand  Secretary,  Christopher  G.  Fox,  of 
Buffalo.  We  extend  personal  congratulations  and  a  meed 
of  the  same  commodity  may  justly  be  offered  to  the 
sagacity  displayed  by  that  august  body  in  "killing  two 
birds  with  one  stone,"  an  achievement  to  con  over. 
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His  "digest,"  with  which  we  are  more  immediately 
concerned,  is  quite  up  to  the  standard  of  his  former  pro- 
ducts and  well  repays  perusal.  Under  Canada  for  1912, 
he  quotes  the  Grand  Z.  on  the  M.  E.  M.  degree,  and 
rejoins : 

"The  degree  is  evidently  conferred  in  Canada  in  the  same 
abominable  style  that  it  is  in  some  'American'  Chapters,  but 
that  is  no  reason  for  condemning  the  degree  and  the  great  possi- 
bilities which  it  holds.  But  if  we  all  agreed  in  our  interpretations 
of  various  matters  Capitular  correspondence  reports  would  be 
perhaps  less  interesting  still  to  some  of  the  Companions." 

All  of  which  can  hardly  be  claimed  as  a  defence  of  the 
degree  which,  as  used  in  Canada,  is  the  American  article 
fashioned  and  produced  by  Webb.  The  "great  possi- 
bilities" introduced  since  with  varied  ingenuity,  would 
prove  a  keen  shock  producer  to  that  worthy  were  he  per- 
mitted a  brief  return  to  the  scenes  of  his  old-time  activity. 
It  has  been  our  doubtful  privilege  to  be  an  "awed"  spec- 
tator of  some  of  these  elaborations,  and  truth  compels  the 
admission  that  the  "show"  was  not  edifying,  nor  did  we 
"hanker  after  more." 

The  Grand  Z.  gave  expression  to  his  own  thoughtful 
estimate  of  the  so-called  degree,  and  was  innocent  of  any 
latent  desire  to  furnish  a  subject  for  controversy  or 
dispute  among  eager  Correspondents  on  the  look-out  for 
a  "bone."  His  assertion  that  it  (the  degree)  conveys 
little,  if  any  lesson,  must  appeal  to  the  unprejudiced 
observer.  Iowa's  Board  of  Custodians,  whose  opinion 
Companion  Con-over  quotes,  found  that  the  degree  was 
"pretty  generally  slighted,"  suggesting  that  lack  of  music 
was  responsible.  It  lacks  more  than  that,  and  no  amount 
of  harmony,  pyrotechnics,  declamation  or  theatrical  gaud 
can  fill  that  aching  void. 

Noticing  the  prominence  given  to  the  Grand  Second 
Principal,  where  formal  motions  were  presented  to  Grand 
Chapter  for  disposal,  he  introduced  irrelevant  remarks  in 
recalling  an  outside  incident,  now  relegated  to  limbo, 
which  were  anything  but  pertinent  to  the  subject,  and 
which  had  much  better  been  left  unsaid,  unless  indeed  his 
object  was  to  please  certain  of  his  clientele.     It  is  the 
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custom,  when  certain  reports  are  to  be  submitted  for 
approval,  for  the  Companion  holding  the  position  of 
Grand  Second  Principal  to  introduce  the  motion,  sec- 
onded by  the  author  of  the  report  or  whoever  presents 
same.  This  is  done  more  to  expedite  routine  than  as  indi- 
cating responsibility,  hence  the  frequency  of  that  officer's 
name.  There  was  no  call  or  occasion  to  mention  the 
matter,  for  there  was  nothing  new  to  criticize,  as  it  was 
but  following  the  custom  of  many  years,  but  it  furnished, 
apparently,  an  opportunity,  and  thereby  risked  the  good 
Companion's  reputation  for  impartiality.  Besides,  there 
is  another  side  to  that  little  story  which,  if  as  earnestly 
enquired  into,  would  have  occasioned  a  halt  in  the  Com- 
panion's stride,  and  thus  saved  him  from  metaphorically 
"putting  his  foot  in  it." 

James  H.  Thompson,  Lansing,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater,  Grand  Secretary. 

Minnesota 

Chapters   .  .   74.  Members   .  .   8,539. 

The  ranks  of  the  veterans  were  considerably  thinned 
by  the  inroads  of  death  in  the  interval  between  the  Con- 
vocations. Three  highly  esteemed  Companions  responded 
to  the  summons.  Past  Grand  High  Priests  G.  W.  Prescott, 
who  presided  in  1863-4,  Wm.  G.  Bronson,  in  1880,  and 
George  Forsyth,  in  1904.  The  last-named  was  made  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Canada,  and  removed  to  Minnesota 
many  years  ago,  where  he  continued  his  Chapter  work  at 
Brainard. 

There  were  fifteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  eighteen 
present  and  past  Grand  officers,  and  the  representatives  of 
63  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  when  Grand  High  Priest 
James  G.  Houghton  called  the  Fifty-first  Annual  Convo- 
cation to  order  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul  on  the  8th  October, 
1912. 

Many  sister  Grand  Chapters  were  in  evidence  by  the 
presence  of  their  accredited  Representatives,  among  whom 
was,  of  course,  Canada's  punctual  envoy,  M.  E.  Comp. 
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A.  P.  Swanstrom.  The  Grand  High  Priest  called  all 
those  Grand  Representatives  to  the  altar,  extended  them 
a  cordial  welcome,  and  requested  them  to  convey  to  the 
Grand  Chapters  which  they  represented  the  greetings  of 
Minnesota's  Grand  Chapter. 

He  then  addressed  the  Companions,  opening  with  a 
brief  statement  of  the  triennial  Convocation  of  the  General 
Grand  at  Indianapolis,  where  our  "own  beloved  and 
respected  Companion,  Nathan  Kingsley,  General  Grand 
High  Priest,  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  that  body." 

He  hopefully  estimated  the  work  done  by  the  Custo- 
dians of  the  work  at  the  several  schools  of  instruction, 
but  plainly  hinted  that  those  officers'  labors  should  be  sec- 
onded by  the  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  subordinate 
Chapters. 

"No  Companion  should  accept  an  office  in  the  gift  of  his 
Chapter  unless  he  is  willing  and  able  to  devote  the  time  necessary 
to  perfect  himself  in  the  ritualistic  work  of  the  Order,  and,  also, 
in  a  knowledge  of  its  forms,  ceremonies,  truths  and  principles, 
for  how  can  one  expect  to  be  able  to  teach  others  those  things 
of  which   he  himself   is   ignorant." 

He  was  questioned  in  the  matter  of  a  Companion  who 
had  applied  for  his  dimit  from  a  Chapter  where  his  dues 
were  fully  paid  up,  and  where  the  High  Priest  having 
declared  the  dimit  granted,  further  proceeding  was 
stopped  on  the  objection  of  a  member  that  the  applicant 
owed  money  to  him  and  to  other-members  of  the  Chapter. 
The  High  Priest  sustained  a  motion  that  the  dimit  be 
withheld  until  he  had  made  settlement  with  the  claim- 
ants. The  latter  requested  to  know  whether  his  action 
was  right. 

Very  properly,  the  Grand  High  Priest  overruled  the 
High  Priest's  course  in  withholding  the  document  from 
a  Companion  entitled  to  same. 

"  The  action  of  the  High  Priest  and  Secretary  in  the  matter 
since  the  convocation  at  which  the  dimit  was  ordered  by  the 
High  Priest,  was  unlawful  and  of  no  effect,  the  Companion 
being  entitled  to  his  certificate.  Furthermore,  the  Chapter  is  not, 
nor  should  the  attempt  be  made  to  make  it,  a  collection  agency. 
Any  Companion,  whether  dimitted  or  not,   is  liable   for  unma- 
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sonic  conduct,  if  it  be  proven  against  him,  but  such  charges  must 
be  preferred  in  writing  and  in  a  regular  and  lawful  manner." 

He  also  ruled  against  the  proxy  method  of  conferring 
the  degrees  where  a  Chapter  has  a  large  class  of  candi- 
dates.   The  question  applied  to  the  Mark  degree. 

"Each  candidate  must  be  taken  in  separately  and  be  given 
the  first  part  of  the  work,  or  the  first  section,  after  which  you 
can  confer  the  balance  of  the  degree  upon  the  full  class." 

At  one  of  his  numerous  visitations,  where  a  reception 
to  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Kingsley, 
had  been  planned,  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred 
with  Past  Grand  High  Priests  in  the  several  chairs. 

He  constituted  one  Chapter  and  started  three  others 
under  his  dispensation. 

Hokah  Chapter,  No.  16,  at  last  Annual  Convocation 
was  suspended  for  inattention  to  its  obligations.  Notice 
of  the  resolution  was  sent  to  its  officers,  but  they  took  no 
notice.  Other  means  were  tried  with  like  effect.  Hearing 
that  the  Chapter  had  a  spasm  of  activity  in  degree  work 
and  had  admitted  several  candidates,  he  decided  to  pay  it 
a  visit.  He  saw  and  conferred  with  the  officers  and  a 
number  of  the  Companions,  examined  the  books,  which 
he  found  "in  a  deplorable  condition,"  and  affairs  gener- 
ally in  a  chaotic  state.  They  one  and  all  promised  to 
mend  their  ways,  pay  up,  adjust  their  books  and  records 
with  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  to  remodel  themselves  and 
their  Chapter  if  only  they  might  retain  their  charter. 

"Since  my  visit  with  the  officers  and  Companions  of  the 
Chapter,  neither  my  letters  nor  those  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
have  been  answered,  nor  have  their  records  or  arrearages  been 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary.  I  therefore  recommend  that 
Hokah  Chapter,  No.  16,  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  Chapters, 
and  that  all  brethren  and  Companions  of  said  Chapter  on  whom 
the  Capitular  Degrees  have  been  unlawfully  conferred  be  healed." 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  this  was  the  only 
Chapter  delinquent. 

Grand  Officers  were  then  installed  into  their  respective 
offices  by  M.  E.  Companion  Nathan  Kingsley. 
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The  jewel  procured  for  the  retiring  Grand  High 
Priest,  James  G.  Houghton,  was  presented  to  him  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley,  and  the  recipient  made 
graceful  acknowledgment. 

Comp.  Irving  Todd  again  supplies  his  made-in-Min- 
nesota,  condensed  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  and  in 
its  way  takes  in  everything.  His  criticisms  are  not  with- 
held when  the  punishment  fits  the  crime,  and  when  he 
does  clip,  which  is  not  often,  the  extracting  "means  some- 
thing more  than  culling  flowers  of  rhetoric. 

Under  Canada  for  1912,  Comp.  Todd  remarks,  on  our 
suggestion  that  the  "improver"  had  been  getting  in  his 
work  by  the  introduction  of  the  descriptive  expression, 
"clearance  card,"  instead  of  the  old-fashioned  Masonic 
word,  "dimit."    To  this  he  remarks  : 

"Really,  we  don't  know  what  a  clearance  card  is ;  never  saw 
or  heard  of  one.     The  old-fashioned  dimit  is  still  current  here." 

In  Minnesota's  printed  Proceedings  of  191 1,  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  under  the  heading,  "Clearance  Card,"  in 
capitals,  thus  relates  an  incident  of  his  year: 

"On  Feb.  2nd,  191 1,  I  received  from  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary a  lengthy  communication  from  an  old  member  of 
Globe  Chapter,  now  extinct,  asking  a  clearance.  It  seems 
that  the  records  in  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  show  that 
the  Companion  was  in  arrears  when  Globe  Chapter 
surrendered  its  charter. 

"Evidently  he  satisfied  our  Grand  Secretary  that  this 
was  a  mistake,  and  upon  this  theory  I  directed  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  issue  the  card.  The  correspondence  relative 
to  the  matter  is  at  hand,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the 
committee  considering  the  same. 

"And  the  Committee  thus  reported  to  the  Grand 
Chapter : 

"  'Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  address  as 
relates   to  By-Laws   Approved,     Special    Dispensations, 
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Clearance  Cards  and  Decisions,  respectfully  recommends 
that  the  acts  and  decisions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  be 
approved.'  " 

If  Comp.  Todd  never  heard  of  a  "clearance  card" 
in  Minnesota  before,  he  hears  about  it  now.  It  is  one  of 
the  many  ways  in  which  the  improver  "  gets  in  his  fine 
work."  Take  notice  how  easily  the  G.  H.  P.  and  the 
Committee  followed  the  lead  set  by  the  questioner,  who 
probably  was  fresh  from  a  symposium  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Long  Bowmen,  and  the  "clearance  card"  expres- 
sion came  trippingly  to  the  tongue. 

William  Strafford,  Chatfield,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  Fishel,  St.  Paul,  Grand  Secretary. 

Mississippi 

Chapters   . .   JJ.  Members   .  .   4,269. 

In  addition  to  the  irreparable  loss  sustained  by  Mis- 
sissippi's Grand  Chapter  in  the  death  of  her  accomplished 
and  well-beloved  Grand  Secretary,  Frederic  Speed,  to 
whose  reputation  as  a  soldier,  a  jurist  and  a  Mason  we 
referred  a  year  ago,  the  jurisdiction  was  again  bereaved 
in  the  taking  of  two  worthy  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
S.  C.  Conley  and  John  S.  Cobb  and  Past  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  Enoch  G.  DeLap.  The  latter  familiar  to 
the  studious  reader  as  the  author  of  the  Correspondence 
reports  for  many  years. 

Deserved  tribute  was  paid  to  each  of  the  departed 
Companions  at  the  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Convocation, 
held  in  the  city  of  Hattiesburg  on  the  22nd  February, 
1912,  and  their  portraits  are  presented  with  the  volume 
recording  the  proceedings  of  that  occasion. 

The  M.'E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  George  B. 
Power,  was  not  too  enthusiastic  about  existing  conditions 
within  his  ken.  Having  signed  the  charters  for  two 
Chapters  hitherto  working  under  dispensation,  he  said : 

"Although  fully  persuaded,  when  I  entered  upon  my  year  as 
Grand  High  Priest,  that  there  were  already  more  Chapters  in  the 
State  than  were  needed,  I  was  persuaded  that  there  was  room 
for  at  least  two  more." 
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He  then  relates  that,  in  accordance  with  Grand  Chap- 
ter's recommendation,  he  took  up  the  matter  of  restoring 
to  activity  a  Chapter  that  had  lapsecl  into  dormancy.  He 
found,  on  investigating,  that  "there  was  not  a  single 
member  of  the  old  Chapter  available  for  reorganization 
or  revivication"  and  he  hesitated  "to  undertake  the  im- 
possible." On  advice,  he  counselled  the  Companions 
applying  to  seek  a  dispensation  in  the  usual  way,  and 
with  the  old  name.  This  they  did,  and  were  duly  consti- 
tuted under  promising  auspices.  But  it  is  just  within  the 
bounds  of  speculation  that  a  new  name,  with  new  condi- 
tions, would  have  given  a  better  prospect  of  future 
success,  for 

"You  may  break,  you  may  ruin  the  vase  if  you  will, 
But  the  scent  of  the  roses  will  hang  around  it  still." 

He  yielded  also  to  the  petition  of  Companions  at 
Shelby,  and  another  new  Chapter  was  formed. 

"However,  Companions,  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  we 
have  too  many  Chapters  in   Mississippi. 

"A  piece  of  machinery  that  is  not  used  will  rust.  A  Chapter 
that  does  not  meet  cannot  keep  up  on  the  work.  A  Chapter  that 
does  not  keep  up  on  the  work  has  no  right  to  take  the  fees  of 
a  petitioner,  and  'give  him  the  degrees/  for  that  is  what  it 
usually  means.  It  would  be  unfair  to  call  it  'conferring'  them. 
Did  you  ever  try  to  impart  something  you  did  not  have.  My 
observation  is  that  that  is  just  the  impossible  task  that  many 
of  the  Chapters  in  the  state  are  undertaking.  Do  you  realize 
what  this  means?  It  simply  means  that  the  newly  made  Com- 
panion, having  received  nothing  at  the  hands  of  the  Chapter, 
although  he  paid  the  constitutional  fee,  does  not  feel  under  obli- 
gations to  give  anything  back  to  the  Chapter  by  way  of  interest/ 
attendance,   or  assistance." 

"The  large  Chapters  in  many  instances  show  inexcusable 
inefficiency  in  their  work,  and  in  their  attendance.  One  Chapter, 
for  instance,  conferred  the  first  three  degrees  on  a  class  when 
the  Grand  Lecturer  visited  them  in  1910;  that  same  class,  when 
he  visited  the  Chapter  a  year  later,  had  never  been  exalted." 

He  recommended  drastic  measures  in  the  case  of 
Chapters  indifferent  to  their  duty  and  obligations,  and 
even  counselled  the  reduction  of  the  number  by  one-half. 
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To  Grand  Lecturer  Whittaker  he  gave  unstinted 
praise,  but  reasoned  that  even  his  skill  was  unequal  to  the 
prevailing  lack  of  interest. 

The  very  interesting  report  of  the  latter  demonstrated 
that  the  G.  H.  P.'s  admiration  for  his  zeal  was  not  mis- 
placed. It  also  indicated  a  possibility  that  Mississippi 
was  trying  to  warm  "too  many  irons  in  the  fire,"  thus 
furnishing  a  probable  cause  for  the  effect  deplored  by  the 
observant  ruler. 

"We  have  now  enrolled  on  our  roster  76  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ters and  45  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  all  of  which 
I  have  visited  and  lectured  during  the  year  just  ended" 

"There  are  some  of  the  Chapters  and  Councils  on  the  sick 
list.  A  few  of  them  have  held  no  meetings  since  my  last  visit 
to  them  a  year  ago.  Whether  since  I  have  awakened  them  they 
will  get  up  and  stay  up,  remains  to  be  seen." 

Thus  one  gathers  that  blemishes  at  home  at  which  we 
are  fain  to  grumble  become  less  formidable  when  com- 
pared with  those,  freely  confessed,  of  our  neighbors. 

Mississippi  has  a  Masonic  Home,  and  Grand  Chapter 
contributes  not  a  little  towards  its  maintenance.  Thus 
the  Grand  Lecturer  turned  in  $1,380  collected  by  him  on 
his  visitations.  Grand  Chapter  gave  $2,535  for  a  cottage 
addition,  and  it  was  proposed  to  give  $1,000  more. 

The  absurd  possibilities  of  the  degree  of  Past  Master 
in  the  American  Capitular  system  is  revealed  in  the  reply 
of  a  question  put  to  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  which 
was  referred  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  on  Capitular 
Law. 

"Your  Committee  concurs  in  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  that  a  Past  Master  of  the  Chapter  Degrees,  who  is  not 
an  actual  Past  Master,  cannot  be  present  at  the  conferring  of 
the  Past  Master's  degree  in  Symbolic  Masonry." 

A  Committee  of  four  was  appointed  to  protest  against 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  in  forbidding  the 
placing  of  Masonic  emblems  upon  monuments  in  National 
cemeteries. 
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His  third  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  by  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  O.  L.  McKay  is  as  entertaining  and 
instructive  as  his  former  efforts,  and  justifies  his  selection 
for  the  onerous  duty.  A  favorable  notice  is  given  to 
Canada  for  191 1. 

Harry  T.  Howard,  Biloxi,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Frederic  G.  Speed,  Vicksburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

Missouri 

Chapters   .  .    105.  Members   .  .    13,083. 

St.  Louis  was  again  the  rallying  point  for  the  Capitular 
forces  in  obedience  to  the  call  to  attend  the  Sixty-sixth 
Annual  Convocation  which,  under  the  gavel  wielded  by 
Austin  L.  McRae,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  was  opened 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  23rd  April,  1912,  the 
array  of  officers  showing  only  one  absentee.  Grand 
Chapter  was  opened  in  "ritualistic  form"  with  singing  and 
prayer;  the  Grand  Representatives  were  lined  up  at  the 
altar  and  duly  greeted ;  the  Committees  announced,  and 
the  Grand  High  Priest  started  business  by  telling  of  the 
official  doings  in  the  interval  since  the  previous  Convo- 
cation. 

There  was  a  falling-off  in  the  gain,  the  exaltations 
being  249  less  than  the  former  year.  Kansas  City  was 
waiting  for  its  new  Temple  to  be  completed,  and  St.  Louis 
was  taking  a  rest  after  a  record  period  of  activity.  His 
own  Chapter,  one  of  the  lesser  lights,  had  topped  the  list 
with  a  gain  of  45,  and  he  was  of  the  opinion  there  was 
more  general  interest  in  Chapter  work  than  ever  before. 

"  The  '  stepping-stone '  Royal  Arch  Mason  is  now  in  the 
minority,  and  his  number  is  decreasing  rapidly  each  year." 

Much  of  the  credit  for  this  he  gave  to  the  effective 
work  of  the  Grand  Lecturer. 

The  members  of  a  Chapter,  the  charter  of  which  was 
arrested,  entered  protest  against  the  action,  which  they 
asked  to  be  set  aside,  as  the  facts  did  not  warrant  it. 
Another  which  met  the  same  fate  apparently  accepted  the 
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dictum  as  just.     The  protesting  Companions,  however, 
won  out,  and  had  their  charter  restored. 

The  visitations  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  were  numer- 
ous, and  his  account  of  them  makes  good  reading.  At 
one,  which  was  a  joint  meeting  of  four  Chapters  in  St. 
Louis,  he  witnessed: 

"The  Most  Excellent  Master  Degree,  put  on  in  full  costumes, 
in  Oriental  splendor,  and  with  solemn  'and  sublime  effect." 

There's  where  you  get  it.  The  glories  of  the  Ancient 
Arabic  pageantry  pale  before  such  attractive  settings. 
T.  S.  Webb  of  pious  memory,  died  too  soon.  No  wonder 
the  "stepping-stone  Mason"  is  waxing  few. 

He  tells  also  of  a  visit  where,  to  our  limited  and  per- 
haps prejudiced  Canadian  view,  a  Grand  High  Priest,  as 
such,  was  singularly  out  of  place,  and  might  as  well  be 
followed  by  similarly  honoring  a  Camp  of  the  Primeval 
Order  of  Cordwood  Splitters,  provided,  of  course,  that 
the  latter  had  attached  itself  to  Masonry,  and  made  the 
R.  A.  a  pre-requisite  to  its  coveted  privileges. 

"As  the  official  head  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State,  I  attended  the  40th  anniversary  of  St.  Aide- 
mar  Commandery,  No.  18,  K.  T.,  of  St.  Louis.  The  Grand  Com- 
mander and  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missouri,  and 
many  other  distinguished  Fraters  were  present.  Commander 
Robert  L.  Morton,  of  St.  Aldemar,  conferred  the  Temple  degree 
in  an  effective  manner." 

The  incident  is  much  on  a  par  with  the  reception, 
accompanied  by  Grand  honors,  given  by  a  Grand  Chapter 
to  a  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templars,  who  visited 
thereat,  and  whose  connection  with  the  Royal  Arch  began 
and  ended  with  his  exaltation.  The  dignity  of  the  office 
and  the  Grand  body  is  liable  to  suffer  from  such  thought- 
less and  indiscriminate  parade. 

The  G.  H.  P.  ventured  the  opinion  that  the  printed 
proceedings  sent  to  the  constituent  Chapters  would  be 
more  likely  to  be  preserved  for  reference  if  permanently 
bound,  and  recommended  that  this  be  done,  even  if  but 
one  copy  instead  of  two  were  furnished  to  each  Chapter. 
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A  recommendation  was  added  that  the  report  on  Cor- 
respondence, which  was  limited  to  one  hundred  pages,  be 
printed  in  smaller  type  than  that  used  in  the  body  of  the 
Proceedings,  thus  giving  the  reporter  a  little  better  chance. 
The  recommendation  was  approved  and  embodied  in  the 
appended  resolutions,  but  just  the  same  we  hold  to  the 
view  that  the  limiting  of  such  a  report  is  unworthy  of  an 
important  and  wealthy  jurisdiction  like  Missouri,  and  the 
legal  restrictions  are  equally  uncomplimentary  to  the 
Companion  selected  to  undertake  the  duty.  The  resolu- 
tions read : 

"Resolved,  That  the  limit  of  the  words  "one  hundred  pages" 
in  section  No.  48  of  Article  X.  of  the  By-laws,  having  reference 
to  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  shall  be  more  clearly  defined 
by  declaring  it  to  mean  one  hundred  pages  set  in  eight-point 
type,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pages  set  in  ten-point  type, 
the  character  of  the  type  to  be  at  the  option  of  the  Grand  Cor- 
respondent. 

"Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Corres- 
pondent to  submit  his  report  one  month  in  advance  of  the  Annual 
Convocation,  and  that  four  hundred  copies  thereof  be  printed 
for  distribution  at  said  Convocation  for  the  information  of  the 
Royal  Craft." 

Before  closing,  the  Grand  High  Priest  had  a  thought 
to  express  about  the  Companion  suspended  for  non- 
payment of  dues. 

"Oftentimes  a  Companion  gets  a  bill  for  his  dues.  He  lays 
it  aside,  fully  expecting  to  pay  it.  The  bill  becomes  misplaced,  or 
the  matter  is  overlooked.  The  next  thing  he  knows  he  receives 
a  notice  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  sus- 
pended for  the  non-payment  of  dues.  His  pride  is  hurt ;  he  feels 
that  a  certain  stigma  has  been  placed  upon  his  name ;  he  stays 
away  from  the  meeting  of  the  Chapter,  and  is  suspended.  Deep 
down  in  his  heart  there  is  regret.  While  it  is  true  that  our  pro- 
cedure is  along  business  lines,  it  is  equally  true  that  human 
nature  is  not  always  constructed  along  those  lines.  I  believe 
that  many  of  the  Companions  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues 
could  be  saved  to  their  Chapters  if  some  personal  friend  of  the 
Companion  in  arrears  would  speak  to  him  about  his  membership 
before  the  secretary  sends  out  his  notice  to  appear  and  show 
cause.  My  observation  is  that  it  is  easier  to  keep  a  Companion 
in  the  Chapter  than  it  is  to  get  a  new  member." 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Phil.  C.  Rosenbaum  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma,  having  become  a  resident 
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of  St.  L'ouis  and  affiliated  with  a  local  Chapter,  was,  by 
resolution,  unanimously  elected  a  member  of  Grand 
Chapter.  The  M.  E.  Companion  was  introduced,  and 
received  with  Grand  honors. 

A  Companion,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Texas,  wrote 
that  he  was  a  member  of  a  Missouri  Chapter  which  lost 
its  charter  in  1887,  and  that  he  owed  in  dues  at  that  time 
twelve  dollars.  He  pleaded  inability  to  pay,  owing  to 
increased  age,  and  asked  for  a  clear  dimit  to  enable  him 
to  affiliate  near  his  home.  He  is  a  Mason  of  57  years' 
standing.    The  appeal  was  allowed. 

The  Committee  on  the  proposed  Masonic  Publication 
in  a  report  reiterated  a  belief  in  its  ultimate  success,  and 
as  the  members  were  considering  several  matters  of  im- 
portance which  would  help  to  mature  plans,  asked  for 
and  received  permission  for  another  year's  continuance. 

A  rather  unique  resolution,  which  carried  unani- 
mously, was  to  the  effect  that  the  incoming  Grand  High 
Priest  be  requested  to  act  as  Grand  Lecturer  until  next 
Annual  Convocation.  If  the  Grand  Lecturer  is  charged 
with  neglect  of  duty,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  appeal  to  the 
Grand  High  Priest  and  he  is  certain  of  absolution. 

He  thus  explains  the  paucity  of  work  in  191 1 : 

"A  number  of  the  Chapters  report  no  work  for  1911.  I 
have  visited  most  of  these  and  found  nearly  all  of  them  with 
the  trestle-board  full  of  work,  but  owing  to  the  excessive  heat 
of  last  summer  and  the  extreme  cold  of  the  past  winter,  it  was 
impossible  to  get  the  candidates  to  come  for  the  degrees.  With 
favorable  climatic  conditions,  I  look  for  the  present  year  to  be 
the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter." 

Nice  place,  Missouri !  Recognition  was  accorded  the 
new  Grand  Chapter  of  Utah.  A  Grand  Organist  was 
added  to  the  official  list,  M.  E.  Comp.  McRae  was  decor- 
ated with  a  distinctive  jewel,  and  it  was  decided  to  meet 
in  Kansas  City  in  April,  1913. 

In  83  pages  of  eight-point  type,  Comp.  John  Hender- 
son Miller  contrives  to  give  66  pages  of  review  and  the 
balance  in  statistics  concerning  Masonic  Homes,  powerful 
centres  of  the  Royal  Arch,  the  influence  of  the  letter  S 
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in  the  Correspondent's  work,  and  a  rather  remarkable 
dream  in  which  he  saw  the  work  of  an  ideal  Grand 
Chapter,  where  everything  was  perfection  and  unbroken 
peace  until  confusion  arose  consequent  on  the  promul- 
gation of  a  by-law  defining  the  qualifications  for  candi- 
dates for  office,  and  which  may  be  crystallized  into  the 
words,  "personal  merit."  Then  he  awoke — before  he  had 
discovered  the  location  of  the  Capitular  Utopia. 

Beyond  the  usual  review  there  was  very  little  of  the 
eight-point  devoted  to  John  Henderson  Miller,  who, 
however,  deals  with  Canada  as  if  he  had  an  extra  length 
added  to  the  rope.     His  generosity  is  much  appreciated. 

Louis  E.  Vogelsang,  St.  Louis,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis,  Grand  Secretary. 

Montana 

Chapters   .  .   21.  Members   .  .    1,788. 

Anaconda  is  the  home  of  Grand  High  Priest  Henry  J. 
Rains  ford,  and  all  his  Masonic  connections  and  ambitions 
are  associated  with  that  place.  From  it  he  dates  his 
advance  in  Symbolic  and  Capitular  Masonry,  but  to  the 
writer  his  biography,  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, is  interesting.  The  son  of  a  British  soldier,  he  was 
born  at  Gibraltar,  received  some  of  his  early  training  in 
the  West  Indies  and  completed  his  education  in  Canada. 
He  served  as  a  volunteer  in  '66,  for  which  he  holds  a 
medal.  For  many  years  he  has  made  Montana  his  abiding- 
place  and  has  been  actively  connected  with  the  railway 
development  of  that  State. 

"  Companion  Rainsford  can  carefully  trace  his  Masonic 
genealogy  for  generations  back.  One  of  his  prized  heirlooms  is 
a  Masonic  diploma  granted  to  his  father  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ireland,  which  was  registered  the  6th  of  July,  1847.  Still  farther 
back,  some  of  his  ancestors  were  connected  with  a  Military 
Lodge  in  Quebec  in  1776,  which  was  known  as  '  Rainsford 
Lodge.'  " 

M.  E.  Comp.  Rainsford  presided  over  the  Twenty- 
second  Annual  Convocation,  held  in  the  city  of  Missoula, 
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on  the  19th  September,  191 1,  at  which  fifty-two  trusty 
Companions  were  present,  representing  17  Chapters.  He 
congratulated  Grand  Chapter  on  a  substantial  advance  in 
membership.  He  constituted  one  Chapter,  and  his  visita- 
tions embraced  nearly  a  dozen  others.  He  authorized  the 
formation  of  a  new  Chapter  U.  D.  at  Valier. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary's  report  it  is  learned  that 
the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  are  to  be  presented  with 
jewels,  and  six  were  procured  for  that  number  of  the 
seniors.  The  balance  will  come  as  Christmas  boxes  to 
the  remainder. 

The  typewriting  machine  used  by  the  Grand  Secretary 
was  purchased  in  conjunction  with  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
Commandery,  in  January,  1905,  and  as  it  was  showing 
signs  of  wear,  authority  was  requested  to  purchase  a  new 
one  upon  the  old  conditions. 

The  financial  reports  having  been  disposed  of,  an 
automobile  ride  was  announced  for  the  afternoon,  which, 
of  course,  everybody  enjoyed. 

Grand  Secretary  Hedges  is  likewise  the  Correspondent 
and  his  third  report  is  a  review  of  86  pages,  well  pre- 
pared. His  inspection  of  Canada  was  thorough  and 
impartial,  and  although  he  gathers  that  we  don't  do  things 
quite  in  the  same  way,  yet  he  found  not  a  little  to  admire, 
even  if  the  methods  seemed  strange.  He  expresses  mild 
surprise  that  Canada  should  be  able  to  keep  house  on  a 
per  capita  levy  of  something  less  than  fifty  cents  (half 
that  amount,  as  a  matter  of  fact),  but  notwithstanding 
the  universally  deplored  high  cost  of  living,  we  contrive 
to  get  along  comfortably,  make  both  ends  meet  and,  as 
he  was  careful  to  notice,  put  something  aside  to  assist  the 
needy.  His  compilation  is  a  palpable  gain  to  Montana's 
annual  record,  and  his  Companions  should  adequately 
appreciate  his  valuable  services. 

Harry  M.  Allen,  Bellings,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Helena,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Nebraska 
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Deeply  sensible  of  his  responsibilities,  Grand  High 
Priest  George  S.  Powell  presided  with  dignity  over  the 
Forty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  in  Freemason's  Hall, 
Omaha,  on  the  13th  December,  191 1,  where  the  repre- 
sentatives of  thirty-four  of  the  Chapters  were  assembled. 
He  admitted  that  the  duties  had  not  been  arduous,  but  he 
gave  of  Ms  best  when  called  upon.  What  we  take  to  be 
an  admirable  likeness  is  presented  in  a  finely  executed 
steel  engraving  of  his  portrait,  and  if  the  face  as  an  index 
to  the  mind  is  to  be  relied  upon,,  then  Capitular  Nebraska 
was  placed  in  trustworthy  custody  for  that  particular 
year. 

He  feelingly  alluded  to  the  death  of  a  veteran  Com- 
panion who  had  filled  the  position  of  Grand  High  Priest 
in  1884-5,  Henry  E.  Palmer,  whose  summons  came  sud- 
denly in  the  previous  April.  His  zeal  of  late  years  was 
shown  by  his  labors  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Nebraska 
Masonic  home,  to  which  he  bequeathed  a  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars.  He  also  left  a  legacy  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  to  Palmer  Chapter,  No.  31,  of  Wilber, 
"for  library  or  lodge  furniture;  but  what  is  of  more  im- 
portance, he  left  to  his  family  and  to  us  an  honored 
name." 

M.  E.  Comip.  Powell  did  considerable  visiting,  and 
enjoyed  the  privilege.  His  views  are  summed  up  in  these 
words : 

"The  work  in  our  several  Chapters  has  been  carried  on  very 
quietly.  Some  of  them  have  had  a  full  measure  of  labor  to 
perform,  but  a  number  have  been  holding  regular  meetings,  but 
doing  little  work.  A  few  of  them,  however,  I  regret  to  state, 
have  ceased  to  be  active  Chapters,  and  it  is  a  question  in  my 
mind  whether  they  are  fulfilling  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were   intended." 

In  addition,  he  visited  the  Masonic  Home  and  de- 
clared it  well  and  economically  managed  and  the  inmates 
happy  and  contented.  He  urged  Grand  Chapter  not  to 
grow  weary  in  well-doing. 
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The  financial  reports  made  a  good  showing,  and  Grand 
Secretary  White's  details  furnished  much  information  as 
to  Grand  Chapter's  doings  and  progress.  One  Chapter 
had  surrendered  its  charter,  and  in  that  connection  the 
blue  lodge  in  the  same  locality  sent  in  a  bill  for  rent  to 
Grand  Chapter,  which  was  promptly  disowned  by  that 
body. 

Grand  Lecturer  McGinnis  reported  the  Chapter  at 
Wilber  in  a  weak  condition,  mainly  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  major  portion  of  its  36  members  are  non-resident. 
He  went  there  and  found  that  the  available  membership 
was  of  the  right  kind,  that  the  Chapter  had  four  active 
blue  lodges  within  its  territory,  and  that,  with  encourage- 
ment, the  funeral  service  might  well  be  postponed  for  at 
least  a  year. 

An  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  voted 
to  the  Home,  and  the  Companions  sat  down  to  a  feast 
provided  by  the  local  Chapters,  and  rested  until  morning, 
when  the  necessity  for  more  active  supervision  of  the 
smaller  and  remote  Chapters  was  actively  discussed,  and 
it  determined  to  infuse  new  life,  if  possible,  into  the 
weaker  ones  during  the  year. 

Several  amendments  to  existing  laws  were  suggested, 
and  that  permitting  life  membership  was  annulled. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  J.  Phelps  contributed  his  cus- 
tomary able  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  He  will  come 
of  age  in  1912,  this  being  his  twentieth  report,  and  with 
his  next  will  appear  in  veteran  garb  and  under  the 
radiance  of  a  well-deserved  halo.  Included  in  the  year's 
compilation  is  a  generous  inspection  of  Canada  for  191 1. 

John  Harper,  David  City,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Francis  E.  White,  Omaha,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Brunswick 

Chapters  . .  8.  Members   .  .   790. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  was  as 
usual   summoned  for  the  city  of  St.  John  on  Wednes- 
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day,  23rd  August,  191 1,  and  the  proper  representation 
being  reported  in  attendance,  Grand  Chapter  was  opened 
in  Ample  Form  by  Grand  High  Priest  Dr.  W.  Leonard 
Ellis,  and  the  Companions  representing  other  jurisdictions 
were  received  with  the  customary  greeting. 

The  G.  H.  P.  said  that  harmony  and  good-fellowship 
characterized  his  year  of  office.  The  growth  in  member- 
ship and  the  general  activity  of  the  Chapters  were 
encouraging. 

His  Chapter,  Union  No.  4,  tendered  him  a  reception  in 
the  previous  October,  which  was  very  gratifying  from  the 
viewpoint  of  attendance  and  the  enthusiasm  manifested. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  were  present,  including  many 
ladies. 

The  Chapters  were  visited  by  him,  and  the  work  wit- 
nessed called  forth  his  unstinted  praise. 

Grand  Secretary  Hartt's  report  showed  that  the  net 
gain  of  the  year  was  nine,  the  total  membership  of  the 
eight  Chapters  being  790.  The  balance  in  bank  was  stated 
to  be  $1,344.06. 

The  regalia  for  grand  officers  being  dilapidated,  a  new- 
outfit  was  recommended  by  the  Executive  Committee  and 
designs  for  jewels  as  well. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  both  St.  Stephen 
Chapter  and  Mount  Lebanon  Chapter  were  using  the 
numeral  "5."  During  the  discussion  it  was  pointed  out 
that  when  Mount  Lebanon  Chapter  was  entered  upon  the 
roll  of  Grand  Chapter  in  1898,  one  of  the  conditions 
agreed  upon  was  that  "  it  should  take  precedence  from  the 
date  of  the  original  Warrant  (from  Scotland)  15th  June, 
1864.  According  to  the  Grand  Chapter  records,  the 
subordinate  Chapters  were  first  assigned  numbers  in  the 
year  1900,  and  Mount  Lebanon  Chapter  then  became  No. 
5  and  St.  Stephen  Chapter  No.  6. 

The  following  was  resolved  upon  as  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution : 
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"The  Grand  High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand 
King  and  Grand  Scribe  must  be  High  Priests  or  Past  High 
Priests,  but  this  will  not  affect  the  rights  or  privileges  of  those 
who  were  members  of  Grand  Chapter  at  the  time  of  its  for- 
mation." 

Notice  was  given  for  next  Convocation  that  the  elec- 
tive officers  of  Grand  Chapter  be  elected  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  are  the  elective  officers  of  Grand  Lodge,  that  is, 
"that  they  be  nominated  by  written  nomination  and  elected 
by  ballot." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Ellis  was  re-elected  Grand  High 
Priest  and  the  installation  of  officers  was  conducted  by 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Hon.  John  V.  Ellis. 

W.  Leonard  Ellis,  M.D.,  St.  John,  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Hampshire 
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Comp.  John  Lynch  during  191 1  was  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  from  his  portrait  which  accompanies  the 
Proceedings  one  might  reasonably  venture  to  predict  that 
there  may  be  places  of  high  distinction  reserved  for  his 
occupancy  in  the  future.  His  Grand  Chapter  has  just 
passed  its  ninety-third  anniversary,  but  there  are  many 
bright  years  to  come  for  the  M.  E.  Companion  before  he 
reaches  that  patriarchal  age. 

Eighteen  of  the  Chapters  were  represented  when  the 
Grand  High  Priest  opened  the  Annual  Convocation  at 
Concord  on  the  14th  May,  1912.  His  official  staff  was 
almost  intact,  nine  of  his  predecessors  were  there  to  sup- 
port him  and  twenty-six  representatives  of  other  Grand 
Chapters  lent  added  dignity  to  the  occasion,  Canada's  own 
Frank  R.  Marston,  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  being 
a  bright  unfit  in  that  galaxy. 

Massachusetts  was  present  in  the  persons  of  her  Grand 
King  and  Grand  Scribe,  and  both  were  very  cordially  wel- 
comed. 
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To  the  Companions  of  his  jurisdiction  "  who  were  and 
are  not,"  M.  E.  Comp.  Lynch  devoted  much  of  his  address. 
He  was  compelled  to  attend  to  business  during  his  term, 
and  the  duty  of  visitation  he  left  much  to  his  associate 
officers,  of  course  he  had  the  usual  applications  for  waiv- 
ers and  dispensations,  but  they  occasioned  little  if  any 
anxiety  to  the  New  Hampshire  ruler. 

The  reports  of  his  colleagues  show  that  conditions  in 
the  jurisdiction  are  of  the  hopeful  order,  except  in  the 
smaller  Chapters  where  lack  of  practice  was  responsible 
for  lack  of  perfection  in  the  working. 

Requests  from  Victoria  and  Utah  for  recognition  were 
received  and  acceded  to. 

Grand  Secretary  Cheney  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
regulations,  imposing  a  fine  of  one  dollar  per  day  on  every 
Chapter  whose  returns  were  delayed  after  the  15th  April. 
The  "fine"  idea  seems  to  be  growing  popular. 

In  case  of  accident  the  G.  H.  P.  announced,  prior  to 
the  elections,  that  business  reasons  would  preclude  his 
acceptance  of  a  continuation  of  the  position  even  if  it  were 
tendered  to  him  and  thus  made  smooth  the  road  for  Comp. 
Marston,  whom  we  congratulate  on  his  deserved  eleva- 
tion. M.  E.  Comp.  Lynch  retired  with  a  presentation 
jewel  and  apron. 

Rev.  Comp.  Josiah  L.  Seward  provides  a  copious  feast 
for  his  Companions  in  a  report  on  Correspondence  extend- 
ing over  270  pages.  He  had  fifty-six  volumes  to  digest, 
not  one  of  which  was  neglected.  Canada  for  1912  gets 
its  just  measure,  and  to  Grand  Z  Harcourt's  address  he 
had  much  to  say  that  was  pertinent  and  timely.  On  the 
M.  E.  M.  degree  he  was  of  the  impression  that  it  all  de- 
pended on  the  way  it  was  worked.  Being  an  analytically 
observant  Companion,  he  saw  lessons  to  be  derived  from 
it  too. 

"As  worked  in  our  jurisdiction,  it  is  usually  much  elabor- 
ated, and  all  the  Companions  in  the  building  are  quite  sure  to 
come  from  the  smoking-room  to  the  lodge  room." 

"  Elaboration,"  as  we  have  suggested  elsewhere,  has 
its  passing  advantages. 
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Carelessness  with  regard  to  charters  and  records  he 
reprehends  and  counsels  every  safeguard  to  prevent  loss 
by  fire  or  otherwise. 

"  The  secretary  of  our  own  lodge,  many  years  ago,  kept  the 
records  at  his  blacksmith  shop !  The  shop  was  burned  and  all 
the  records  of  our  lodge,  preceding  and  during  the  '  Morgan 
excitement,'  were  burned  with  it.  The  lodge  had  been  estab- 
lished by  prominent,  even  eminent,  men  of  national  reputation ! 
It  is  known  that  their  records  were  of  great  value  and  would 
be  of   much  interest  to-day." 

Singularly  enough  he  defends  the  Shrine,  though  de- 
precating the  occasional  "  break  "  of  the  hilarious  Shriner. 
Nor  does  he  like  the  words  "  grim  reaper  "  so  frequently 
used  in  the  obituary  references  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

"No  law  of  nature  is  wrong,  or,  in  and  of  itself,  grim  or 
awful.  Certain  circumstances  attending  the  manifestation  of 
certain  laws  may  indeed  be  awful,  as  in  the  case  of  the  dreadful 
tragedy  of  the  sea  in  the  loss  of  the  Titanic.  In  such  a  case 
the  law  is  not  awful  and  the  mere  fact  of  death  is  not  grim,  but 
the  carelessness  and  pride  of  men  furnish  the  only  ground  for 
the  employment  of  such  an  expression.  Death,  in  reality,  is  a 
most  merciful  provision." 

The  lengthy  report  of  our  reverend  Companion  should 
be  an  education  to  those  for  whom  he  writes  and  valued 
as  such.  We  enjoyed  its  perusal,  and  hope  to  renew  the 
valuable  acquaintance  as  the  years  come  and  go.  Kindly 
critical,  ever  courteous  and  distinctly  hopeful,  an  hour  in 
his  company  is  truly  refreshing,  and  we  exchange  adieus, 
feeling  all  the  better  for  the  intercourse. 

Frank  Russell  Marston,  Farmington,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Harry  M.  Cheney,  Concord,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Jersey 

Chapters   .  .   38.  Members   .  .   6715 

There  was  an  absence  of  the  usual  "  good  company  of 
luminaries  from  adjacent  Grand  Chapters  at  this  Fifty- 
sixth  Annual  Convocation  held  in  Trenton  on  the  15th 
May,  1912,  but  many  letters  of  regret  from  a  dozen  or 
more  represented  them  and  testified  that  the  invitations 
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were  received.  Perhaps  the  reason  that  Grand  Chapter 
was  only  opened  in  "  Form  "  may  thus  be  accounted  for, 
although  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Ralph  R.  Eichlin, 
assisted  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  officiated. 

New  Jersey's  representative  at  Delaware  paid  a  fra- 
ternal visit  and  was  fittingly  received,  responding  with  an 
appreciative,  instructive  and  eloquent  "  speech." 

Later  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  New  York's 
Grand  Chapter  and  a  brilliant  escort  were  announced  and 
received  the  usual  cordial  welcome. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announced  with  gratitude  that 
the  "grim  old  reaper  Death"  had  left  the  official  line  in- 
tact, but  expressed  regret  for  the  bereaved  jurisdictions 
elsewhere. 

New  Jersey  and  contiguous  States  practice  a  phase  of 
reciprocity  in  the  matter  of  candidates,  and  requests  for 
waiver  of  jurisdiction  are  a  feature  for  the  consideration 
and  invariable  granting,  of  the  respective  Grand  High 
Priests.  These  concessions  are  mostly  to  accommodate 
applicants  for  degrees  who  find  it  inconvenient  to  reach 
and  attend  their  home  Chapter.  As  a  rule  the  practice 
works  well,  but  occasionally  the  niceties  of  proprietorship 
are  overlooked  and  the  careless  Chapter  is  apt  to  be  for- 
cibly reminded  of  its  indiscretion.  He  had  a  flagrant  case 
of  this  sort  submitted  to  him  for  adjustment,  but  the  dis- 
pute was  all  within  his  own  bailiwick. 

He  expressed  disappointment  at  being  unable  to  visit 
more  of  the  Chapters  than  he  did,  yet  his  duty  in  that 
respect  was  in  no  wise  neglected.  A  second  visit  he  paid 
to  the  Chapter  at  Orange  was  to  witness  the  reception 
from  Pythagoras  Chapter  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  of  "  The 
Travelling  Triangle."  In  addition  to  the  M.  E.  Com- 
panions accompanying  him  he  met  representatives  from 
the  Grand  Chapters  of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Henry  deWitt,  Hamilton,  G.  M.  of  the  First  Veil 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S. 
Milne,  "  Past  Principal  Grand  Superintendent  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Canada."  Nothing  lost 
there. 
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"I  would  like  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  Traveling 
Triangle  which  has  come  for  temporary  residence  to  us.  A 
special  dispensation  was  granted  to  Orange  Chapter,  No.  23,  to 
hold  its  Convocation  in  Hope  lodge-room  in  East  Orange,  N.J., 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  Excellent  Companion  Leslie  W. 
Reed,  High  Priest  of  Pythagoras  Chapter,  No.  17,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  together  with  his  associate  officers,  Past  High  Priests,  and 
a  large  delegation  of  Companions  of  his  Chapter,  to  deposit  this 
Triangle.  This  custom  originated  with  the  St.  Patrick  Chapter, 
No.  145,  Toronto,  Canada.  The  idea  is  to  have  it  placed  in  the 
keeping  of  one  Chapter  in  each  Grand  Chapter  Jurisdiction  until 
it  has  entered  all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Jurisdictions  of  North 
America,  and  many  others  throughout  the  world.  Upon  its 
return,  the  Chapters  through  whose  care  it  has  passed  will  be 
invited  to  be  represented  in  Toronto  at  a  grand  reunion.  This 
custom  has  created  renewed  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry,  and, 
it  is  hoped,  will  strengthen  the  various  ties  of  Companionship 
throughout  the  world." 

At  a  later  stage  of  the  proceedings,  "  The  Traveling 
Triangle,  an  emblem  originating  in  the  St.  Patrick  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  located  at  Toronto,  and  now  in 
the  custody  of  Orange  Chapter,  No.  23,  of  New  Jersey, 
was  placed  on  the  altar  for  inspection." 

The  Assistant  Lecturer's  reports  were  of  interest  as 
affording  insight  to  the  working  of  the  Chapters,  as  were 
also  those  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Secretary  who 
boasted  of  a  healthy  exchequer. 

The  latter  officer  put  in  a  plea  for  the  discontinuance 
of  the  annual  list  of  the  Chapter  membership  published 
with  the  printed  Proceedings,  and  his  reasons  therefor 
appeared  to  be  actuated  by  sound  motives. 

"First,  that  of  expense,  it  requiring  from  12,000  to  13,000 
closely  printed  pages  ;second,  its  undesirability  for  the  reason 
that  copies  of  the  proceedings  fall  into  the  hands  of  those  not  en- 
titled to  them  and  furnish  a  directory  of  names  to  business 
houses,  promoters  and  canvassers.  Many  Grand  Jurisdictions 
are  abandoning  this  practice  for  the  latter  reason." 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  Lay- 
ton  Register,  Dean  of  the  corps  of  Grand  Representa- 
tives, was  absent.  His  duty  of  introducing  the  Grand 
Representatives  was  delegated  by  him  to  M.  E.  Comp. 
Henry  S.  Haines.  No  better  substitute  could  have  been 
selected. 
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In  appreciation  of  his  services  the  Grand  Trustees 
were  authorized  to  procure  and  present  M.  E.  Companion 
R.  R.  Eichlin,  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel  and  apron 
at  a  subsequent  suitable  time  and  place. 

To  M.  E.  Companion  Haines  we  arc  again  indebted 
for  a  delightfully  instructive  review  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ters and  are  in  agreement  with  his  expressed  regret  that 
there  are  occasions,  infrequent  it  must  be  admitted,  when 
our  opinions  diverge.  For  instance,  he  delicately  hints 
that  on  the  question  of  compulsory  membership  our  oppo- 
sition is  upheld  by  "  skillful  sophistry,"  whereas  we  have 
mainly  relied  upon  incontestible  cold  fact  to  support  the 
contentions  put  forward,  and  there  was  no  occasion  to 
take  any  but  the  direct  road.  We  have  no  desire  now  to 
repeat  any  of  these  at  length,  because  they  have  not 
escaped  his  keen  memory  and  are  equally  familiar  to  our 
Companions,  yet  they  furnish  complete  and  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  question  on  which  he  now  invites  argument. 
"  How  ancient  or  how  modern?"  We  confess  it  was  with 
something  more  than  amused  surprise  we  observed  his  use 
of  a  hackneyed  quotation,  the  dernier  resort  of  so  many 
who  grow  weary  in  defending  a  thing  that  cannot  defend 
itself. 

"While    the    lamp    holds    out    to   burn, 
The  vilest  sinner  may  return." 

In  our  statement  that  compulsory  membership,  which 
he  dignifies  with  the  term  "  principle,"  is  of  modern  birth 
and  growth,  we  have  relied  upon  the  records  as  well  as 
having  the  assurance  of  acknowledged  Masonic  students 
of  the  American  "  world  "  for,  as  the  "  principle  "  is  un- 
.  known  apart  from  the  United  States  one  naturally  infers 
that  when  Comp.  Haines  speaks  of  the  "  world,"  it  is  that 
section  of  the  Masonic  universe  he  refers  to.  Recognizing 
the  awful  effect  of  example,  he  will  surely  pardon  a  lapse 
into  quotation  if,  as  we  believe,  its  interpellation  just  here 
may  be  relevant.  Quite  recently  we  read  a  thoughtful -re- 
view by  a  studious  member  of  the  Tyler-Keystone  staff 
of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  of  an  English  publication  entitled 
"  Masonic  Jurisprudence,"  its  author,  the  Rev.  John  T. 
Lawrence,  being  a  writer  of  some  repute  and  well  known 
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in  Craft  circles.  The  reviewer  stated  that  "  the  Juris- 
prudence is  compiled  from  the  decisions  and  laws  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  together  with  comment  on  the 
legal  Masonic  practice  in  other  countries,"  and  proceeded  : 

"  Numerous  references  to  American  Masonic  law  are  made, 
but  the  chief  value  of  the  work  is  that  it  is  distinctly  British,  and 
so  affords  a  fine  setting  upon  which  we  can  review  our  own  law 
and  practice.  On  many  points,  some  of  them  those  which  we  are 
pleased  to  consider  of  the  greatest  importance,  the  English  law 
is  quite  different  from  that  in  general  usage  in  America,  and 
when  we  consider  that  England,  as  the  parent  of  our  Masonry, 
ought  to  know  what  is  right,  it  is  only  natural  that  we  should 
pause  and  wonder  where  we  got  our  dictatorial  habits  of  saying 
that  thus  and  so  is  right,  other  practice  wrong." 

There  we  have  the  "  thoughtful  "  expression  of  a  read- 
ing unit  of  the  Masonic  "  world  "  given  to  us  through  the 
medium  of  the  American  Masonic  press,  a  channel  not 
lightly  considered  by  writers  endorsed  even  in  New  Jer- 
sey. 

The  application  of  the  coercive  "  principle  "  has  never, 
so  far  as  our  researches  have  gone,  been  suggested,  or 
even  thought  of,  by  the  generations  of  English  Masons 
who  have  legislated  for  the  Craft  since  Anderson's  Con- 
stitution first  saw  the  light.  That  being  so,  there  can  be 
no  manner  of  gainsaying  that  it  would  be  superlative 
flattery  to  ally  the  word  "  ancient  "  to  a  "  doctrine  "  that 
had  its  origin  in  the  new  world  under  circumstances  with- 
in the  memory  of  many  still  in  the  flesh.  The  binding 
relationship  decreed  by  the  Articles  of  Union  he  very  in- 
geniously utilizes  to  do  duty  as  a  plea  of  dependence  to 
support  the  American  "  principle,"  but  which  England's 
dictum  plainly  intended  to  convey  a  meaning  associated 
only  with  traditional  continuity  and  ending.  There  are 
many,  even  to-day,  who  contend  that  our  English  bre- 
thren of  a  century  ago  erred  grievously  when  that  bond 
was  not  further  emphasized  by  placing  the  Royal  Arch 
with  the  symbolic  degrees  under  one  and  the  same  govern- 
ment. They  did  not,  however,  and  notwithstanding  the 
admitted  consanguinity  inseparably  knitting  the  Master 
Mason  to  the  Royal  Arch,  the  latter  was  continued  under 
distinct  laws  and  regulations.     Here  was  the  opportunity 


cxii  APPENDIX 

to  introduce  the  "  principle '"  but  no!  the  word  above 
others  cherished  by  the  English  Mason,  then,  as  of  yore 
and  ever  since,  was  "  freedom."  To  every  brother  his 
"  free  will  "  was  his  birthright,  his  inalienable  possession 
and  no  legislation  that  would  dare  encroach  upon  that 
sacred  claim,  has  since  been  attempted  in  the  early  home 
of  the  Craft. 

The  interpretation  of  "  pure  antient  Masonry  "  by  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  in  1813  is  clearly  an  unalterable  ex- 
pression of  the  necessary  linking  of  the  unfinished  legend 
of  the  Master  Mason  with  the  logical  continuation  and 
culmination  of  the  story  in  the  Royal  Arch,  and  nothing 
whatever,  be  it  prolific  of  instruction  or  attractively 
meritricious,  has  been  suffered  to  come  between  them. 
Why?  Because  alleged  degrees  (?)  are  regarded  as 
chronological  absurdities,  unnecessary  breaks  in  the  in- 
tended close  union,  hence  superfluous  and  out  of  place. 
A  refuge  has  been  found  for  them  and  the  seeker  after 
mystery  is  free  to  acquire  them  if  he  chooses. 

By  the  American  "  principle  "  it  means  that  the  lodge 
member  is  "  free  "  to  seek  the  completion  of  his  knowl- 
edge in  the  Chapter,  but  should  he  neglect  to  pay  dues  to 
his  lodge  he  is  "  not  free  "  to  continue  his  quest.  The 
"  principle,"  sugar-coat  it  how  you  will,  is  another  word 
for  dollars  and  cents,  nothing  more  nor  less.  No  sop- 
histry concealed  there.  Is  there?  Probably  there  was 
none  either  in  the  reply  of  the  lad  who  was  asked  for  his 
definition  of  money. 

"An  article  which  may  be  used  as  a  universal  passport 
to  everywhere,  except  Heaven,  and  as  a  universal  pro- 
vider of  everything  except  happiness." 

Companion  Haines  may  defend  the  "  principle "  on 
the  basis  of  expediency.  It  is  undoubtedly  practical  and 
as  has  been  proved,  feasible,  but  with  all  due  respect  for 
his  abundant  reasoning  powers  we  still  maintain  it  is  not 
Masonic.  Rather  is  it  the  kind  of  fraternity  with  which  its 
thousand  and  one  copyists  bolster  up  their  mushroom  ven- 
tures and  which  has,  unfortunately  for  the  Craft,  been  in- 
troduced from  probably  such  a  source.     We  oppose  it 
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because  of  its  unmasonic  character,  and  not  because  of  its 
being  a  barrier  to  the  climber. 

To  the  English  Masonic  mind  nothing  can  be  more  re- 
pugnant than  to  seek  to  deprive  a  brother  of  even  an  iota 
of  the  freedom  he  brought  with  him,  the  possession  of 
which  he  solemnly  declares  before  admission,  and  his  title 
to  which  he  not  only  reiterates,  but  its  preservation  and 
maintenance  are  inculcated,  as  he  advances. 

Plain  convictions,  expressed  thus  in  plain  language, 
and  dressed  in  plain  type  may  be  vile  sinning  of  ebon  hue, 
but  if  Companion  Haines  should  recall  the  words  of  "  The 
Bard  of  Avon  "  he  may  even  extend  a  kindly  forbearance 
to  the  impenitent  one  who  can  see  only  in  the  feeble 
flickering  of  his  lamp  an  ominous  warning. 

"For  naught  so  vile  that  on  the  earth  doth  live 
But  to  the  earth  some  special  good  doth  give." 

We  thank  him  for  his  correction  in  regard  to  the 
"  volume,"  an  acquaintance  with  which  we  had  confessed 
ignorance.  It  was  perhaps  a  hasty  confession,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  title,  for  it  has  been  within  arm  reach  for 
many  years.  Once  upon  a  time  an  incident  compelled  a 
reference,  but  alas  it  was  only  another  case  of  misplaced 
confidence,  and  the  great  nineteenth  century  masterpiece 
was  thereafter  respected  for  the  names  it  bore,  but  a  par- 
donable hesitation  in  accepting  it  as  a  faultless  authority, 
remained. 

Abram  A.  Reger,  Somerville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Peter  McGill,  Bound  Brook,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  South   Wales 

Chapters   . .    16.  Members   .  . 

Relations  with  Scotland  in  this,  as  in  other  sections  of 
the  Commonwealth  seem  to  be  a  bit  strained.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South 
Wales  has  been  recognized  by  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
world  as  supreme  within  its  own  territory,  Scotland  con- 
tinues to  claim  that  position  and  maintains  a  provincial 
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body  there  under  a  Grand  Superintendent  authorized  from 
headquarters  at  Edinburgh.  The  Grand  First  Principal, 
H.  Montgomerie  Hamilton,  in  his  address  to  the  quar- 
terly Convocation  at  Sydney  in  February,  191 1,  referred 
to  the  difficulty  and  expressed  the  hope  that  a  conversation 
between  himself  and  the  Provincial  officer  of  the  Scottish 
body  would  lead  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  dis- 
pute. The  latter  brought  the  matter  before  his  Provin- 
cial charge,  which,  he  wrote,  "accorded  recognition  sub- 
ject to  their  (the  Provincial  Chapter)  carrying  on  their 
work  as  usual."  This  was  of  course  adding  insult  to 
injury,  and  so  the  Grand  First  Principal,  in  effect,  re- 
plied, but  was  still  hopeful  that  Scotland  would  yet  con- 
cede the  claim  of  the  local  Grand  body. 

At  the  meeting  in  December,  M.  E.  Comp.  Hamilton 
had  to  again  complain  of  lack  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of 
Scotland  in  not  replying  to  their  communication  of  a  year 
previously.  The  Supreme  Committee  at  Edinburgh,  how- 
ever, dealing  with  a  report  sent  to  Grand  Chapter  by  its 
provincial  representative  in  New  South  Wales,  inciden- 
tally referred  to  the  matter  stating  that  the  members  of 
the  New  South  Wales  Grand  Chapter 

"Seem  now  to  be  taking  up  the  position  that  mutual  inter- 
course is  impossible  unless  the  Sovereign  rights  of  the  Scottish 
Supreme  Grand  Chapter  are  ceded  to  them,  and  unless  the  latter 
are  prepared  to  agree  that  two  or  more  Sovereign  bodies  cannot 
co-exist  in  the  territory,  a  proposition  which,  looking  to  Masonic 
precedent  in  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  and  taking  into 
account  the  difference  of  working  and  of  degrees  under  the  sev- 
eral jurisdictions,  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland 
naturally  finds  it  impossible  to  admit." 

The  Grand  First  Principal  pointed  out  that  the  gentle 
implication  that  the  New  South  Wales  claim  was  of  recent 
date  was  contrary  to  fact.  From  first  to  last  the  request 
had  been  for  recognition  as  the  Sovereign  Body  in  N.  S. 
W.  The  request  made  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland  in  October,  1889,  was  made  in  the  same  words 
and  at  the  same  time  to  the  Grand  Chapters  of  England 
and  Ireland,  those  bodies  and  all  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
the  world  except  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland 
at  once  recognized  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South 
Wales  as  the  one  and  only  Sovereign  Body  in  Royal  Arch 
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Masonry  in  that  territory  and  never  up  to  the  issuance  of 
the  Scottish  statement  as  above  had  the  request  been 
treated  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  as  a 
request  for  anything  else. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  the  action,  or  rather  non-action,  of 
Scotland  is  inexplicable.  There  may  come  a  time,  and 
perhaps  not  very  far  distant,  when  some  Grand  Chapter 
in  sympathy  with  the  position  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Companions  will  put  the  direct  question  to  Scotland,  for 
•it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  Scotland's  dtaf  ear  has 
been  turned  to  the  just  request  of  New  South  Wales  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  in  all  that  long  period,  and  while 
the  present  conditions  last,  is  free  to  establish  new  Chap- 
ters under  its  own  control,  and  in  utter  disregard  of  the 
principle  which  every  other  Grand  Chapter  in  the  world 
recognizes  but  herself,  so  far  as  these  Australian  bodies 
are  concerned. 

But  as  the  Grand  First  Principal  suggests,  the  remedy 
lies  with  the  Scottish  Chapters  which  continue  to  bear 
allegiance  to  the  distant  but  "  dour  auld  mither  "  across 
the  seas. 

"I  agree  with  the  Grand  First  Principal  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia that  we  are  apt  to  make  too  much  of  the  question  of  recog- 
nition by  Scotland,  that  is  to  say  too  much  so  far  as  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  is  concerned,  but  there  is  a  much  greater  and  really 
important  issue  involved,  and  that  is  the  very  grave  danger  that 
the  present  want  of  harmony  in  R.  A.  Masonry  may  spread  and 
grow   into   open   discord   in    Masonry   generally. 

"This  is  no  crying  of  'Wolf !'  Already  I  know  of  Craft 
Lodges  in  which  the  question  has  engendered  bitter  feeling,  and 
the  end  is  not  yet. 

"I  venture  to  think  we  might  well  leave  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Scotland  alone,  and  look  for  a  solution  of  the  matter  to  our 
Companions  of  that  Constitution  here.  I  am  sure  they  appre- 
ciate the  disadvantages  and  dangers,  not  to  say  disgrace,  to 
Masonry  of  the  present  position,  and  I  believe  they  are  patriotic 
enough  to  recognize  that  it  is  highly  desirable  that  R.  A.  Masonry 
should  be  under  one  local  Sovereign  Body." 

In  the  meantime  he  was  proud  to  state  that  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  under  the  local  Grand  Chapter  was  pros- 
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perous.     The  Chapters  were  increasing  and  the  member- 
ship was  growing. 

The  Grand  Inspector  of  Workings,  from  his  various 
reports  periodically  submitted,  expressed  himself  pleased 
with  the  condition  of  the  Chapters  visited  by  him  and 
where  the  ceremonial  work  was  kept  to  a  high  standard. 

Other  reports  refer  to  the  satisfactory  increase  in 
membership,  but  no  figures  are  submitted. 

Regret  was  felt  by  the  Grand  Chapter  at  the  death  of 
E.  Comp.  T.  E.  Spencer,  of  the  only  Irish  Chapter,  "  Lein- 
ster  Marine,"  No.  266,  who  apparently  had  been  a  zealous 
friend  of  the  N.  W.  S.  Grand  body.  The  Grand  First 
Principal,  in  paying  a  graceful  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
the  departed  Companion,  said: 

"His  services  to  the  Craft  at  large  were  so  great,  and  are 
so  well  known  that  I  need  not  dilate  upon  them ;  but  one  thing  I 
will  say:  I  am  sure,  as  we  sing  the  anthems  in  our  lodges,  we 
shall  think  of  the  Brother  who  wrote  them  for  us." 

H.  Montgomerie  Hamilton,  Sydney,  Grand  Z. 
Alf.  J.  Burbidge,  Sydney,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

New  York 

Chapters   .  .   207.  Members   .  .   37,438. 

It  says  much  for  the  fixed  place  of  meeting  annually 
when  all  but  one  of  the  Chapters  were  represented  at 
Albany  when  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Convoca- 
tion was  opened  on  February  6th,  191 2,  and  the  attend- 
ance of  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Grand  Representatives 
and  visitors  was  up  to  the  average. 

Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  and  with 
prayer  at  the  Altar  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  High  Priest  Edward  Finch  Hill,  alluding  to 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  response  when  the  names  of 
M.  E.  Comp.  Derrick  Brown,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  R.  E.  Comp.  Pierre  Cushing,  Grand  Chaplain,  were 
called  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  stated  that  he  had  learned 


APPENDIX  cxvii 

with  much  sorrow,  of  the  inability  of  both  Companions  to 
be  present  at  this  Annual  Convocation,  because  of  serious 
illness. 

The  Grand  Representatives  were  welcomed  with  ap- 
propriate words  of  greeting  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
and  R.  E.  Comp.  Emanuel  Loewenstein,  representing  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota,  and  the  "  Dean  of  the 
Class,"  responded  to  the  address  of  welcome. 

New  Jersey,  Vermont  and  Connecticut  were  the  Grand 
Chapters  which  sent  greetings  through  some  of  their 
distinguished  Companions  and  were  accorded  a  hearty 
reception. 

Grand  High  Priest  Hill  opened  his  address  to  Grand 
Chapter  with  the  customary  tribute  to  those  who  had 
"  gone  before  "  and  referring  to  existing  conditions,  stated 
that  it  was  a  year  of  harmony.  The  gain  in  membership 
was  not  what  had  been  desired  or  expected,  but  it  was 
healthy.  He  had  experienced  the  usual  number  of  ap- 
plications for  waivers  of  jurisdiction  and  dispensations 
of  various  kinds,  but  no  serious  matters  of  decision  or 
discipline  had  troubled  his  term  of  office. 

Referring  to  his  visitations  he  spoke  highly  of  the 
working  and  esprit  de  corps  of  the  Chapters. 

"In  September  last,  Ancient  Chapter,  No.  1,  paid  a  fraternal 
visit  to  the  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  of  Toronto,  Canada. 
I  was  most  cordially  invited  by  both  Chapters  to  join  in  this 
pilgrimage,  but  was  regretfully  compelled  to  decline.  The  visit 
was  most  successful,  and  forged  another  link  in  the  chain  bind- 
ing us  to  our   Companions  'over  the  border.' " 

He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  officers  of  subordinate 
Chapters  do  not  give  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter the  careful  study  that  they  should,  as  the  number  of 
requests  for  rulings  submitted  were  fully  answered 
therein. 

A  Chapter  having  elected  a  brother  who  subsequently 
moved  into  the  jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  Grand  Chapter 
before  receiving  any  of  the  Chapter  degrees,  desired  that 
a  request  should  be  made  to  have  the  degrees  conferred 
by  a  Chapter  of  the  foreign  jurisdiction.  "For  good  and 
sufficient  reasons"  he  declined  to  make  the  request. 
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He  constituted  one  Chapter  and  had  applications  for 
dispensation  to  institute  three  new  ones,  and  he  recom- 
mended the  recognition  of  the  new  Grand  Chapter  of 
Utah. 

Having  concluded  the  relation  of  his  official  doings  the 
Grand  High  Priest  addressed  the  Companions  as  follows : 

"Companions,  I  think  you  will  agree  that  you  are  entitled  to 
the  membership  of  every  Master  Mason  within  your  jurisdictions 
who  has  not  yet  joined  you.  Some  have  not  joined  because  they 
knew  not  what  they  missed.  Some,  knowing  what  they  missed, 
realizing  it,  have  not  known  that  it  was  accessible.  Each  of  you, 
when  you  became  a  Master  Mason,  did  so,  feeling  a  desire  on 
your  part  that  you  might  thereby  receive  the      ****** 

"I  do  not  know  how  it  impressed  all  of  you ;  possibly 
slightly  different  shades  of  feeling;  but  to  me,  when  I  had 
finished  the  ceremonies  of  my  Master  Mason  degree,  and,  instead 
of  receiving  that  for  which  I  was  seeking,  I  had  received  a  (*), 
with  an  indefinite  assurance  that  possibly  at  some  remote  period  in 
the  future  the  *  *  *  might  be  discovered  and  brought 
to  light,  I  felt  that  something  was  lacking.  Fortunately  for  me, 
however,  a  brother  who  was  a  member  of  the  Chapter,  and  to 
whom  I  was  talking  of  the  matter  gave  me  to  plainly  understand 
that  the  one  thing  I  looked  for  was  accessible,  and  that  I  would 
find  it  in  charge  of  the  Chapter.  You  all  know  that  this  is  abso- 
lutely correct.  In  the  possession  of  the  Chapter,  in  its  Royal 
Arch  Degree  is  the  real  *  *  .  Every  worthy  Master 
Mason  is  entitled  to  receive  it.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Com- 
panion who  has  received  that  Masonic  light  and  knowledge  to 
bring  it  to  his  brother  or  bring  his  brother  where  he  may  obtain 
it.  I  trust  that  each  of  you  will  give  this  matter  serious  thought, 
serious  consideration,  and  give  him  the  Gospel ;  give  him  to 
understand  that  which  he  lacks  he  can  obtain,  thereby  benefiting 
him,  rounding  out  his  career,  giving  him  that  to  which  he  is 
entitled,  and,  at  the  same  time,  benefiting  our  beloved  Capitular 
Work." 

A  concise  but  thoroughly  informative  report  from  the 
Grand  Secretary  was  interesting  as  to  the  strength  and 
working  of  the  Chapters.  It  was  gathered  from  the 
returns  that,  aside  from  the  comparatively  few  Chapters 
that  have  prospered  abundantly,  the  Chapters  generally 
throughout  the  jurisdiction  have,  so  far  as  the  volume  of 
work  is  concerned,  increased  in  the  number  of  their  mem- 
berships, notwithstanding  the  prevailing  quietude  of  busi- 
ness pursuits,  while  several  which  have  lain  nearly  dor- 
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mant  far  some  years,  have  suddenly  revived  during  the 
past  year,  and  materially  added  to  their  membership. 

Grand  Lecturer  McGowan's  report,  notwithstanding 
that  he  had  experienced  a  spell  of  sickness,  was  also  a 
feature  of  the  routine  and  gave  deserved  credit  to  the 
good  work  of  the  year's  officers. 

The  Special  Committee,  appointed  at  the  last  Annual 
Convocation,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  question  of  a 
more  wide-spread  knowledge  of  the  value  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  among  the  Master  Masons  of  the  jurisdiction, 
submitted  a  report,  which  was  received.  The  Committee 
was  continued  in  office. 

The  customary  exemplification  of  degree  work  was 
conducted  under  the  superintendency  of  the  Grand  Lec- 
turer. 

An  appeal  of  a  Past  High  Priest  of  Ridgewood  Chap- 
ter, from  the  action  of  that  Chapter  in  suspending  his 
membership  therein,  for  N.  P.  D.  and  accusing  the  High 
Priest  and  other  Companions  of  entering  into  a  conspiracy 
which  resulted  in  his  deprivation  of  the  office  of  Principal 
Sojourner,  was  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances,  which  found  adversely  to  the  appellant. 

A  resolution  calling  for  the  appropriation  of  the  sum 
of  $10,000  as  a  donation  to  the  fund  for  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  a  Manual  Training  School  in  connection 
with  the  Masonic  Home  at  Utica  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  Accounts  and  reported  adversely 
by  that  Committee.  After  debate,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
subject  matter  of  the  resolution  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee. 

The  Special  Committee  to  purchase  "  a  Communion 
Service,"  reported  that  the  service  had  been  procured  and 
used  in  the  conferring  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood, 
on  the  previous  afternoon. 

One  thousand  dollars  for  clerk  hire  for  the  coming 
year  for  the  Grand  Secretary  was  recommended  and  voted 
and  the  cost  for  aprons,  $232,  for  use  of  Grand  Chapter, 
was  also  approved. 
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The  Finance  Committee  hesitated  at  a  proposition  to 
reduce  the  per  capita  tax  for  annual  dues  and  also  the  tax 
for  advancement  fees,  as  "  it  would  prove  a  serious  inno- 
vation in  the  present  plan  of  assessment  of  such  dues  and 
fees  "  and  recommended  its  consideration  by  a  special 
committee. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Hill  was  honored  with  re-election,  but 
gratefully  declined  service. 

An  address  by  Rev.  Pierre  Cushing,  Grand  Chaplain, 
prepared  for  delivery  at  Grand  Chapter  but  postponed- 
owing  to  the  illness  of  the  author  is  printed  with  the 
volume  of  Proceedings.  It  is  entitled  "  Masonry  and 
Masons,"  and  is  an  able  essay  on  the  necessity  for  adher- 
ence to  duty. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Marvin  I.  Greenwood  is  again  the  com- 
piler of  the  Correspondence  report,  and  the  result  is  a 
clear  and  concise  exposition  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Grand  Chapters  that  came  under  observation. 

Marshall  F.  Hemingway,  Troy,  Grand  High  Priest. 

New  Zealand 

Chapters   .  .   28.  Members   .  .    1400. 

From  the  abstract  of  Chapter  returns  furnished  with 
the  pamphlet  of  proceedings  it  is  gathered  that  from  the 
twenty-eight  Chapters  and  one  Mark  lodge  the  amount 
of  revenue  received  from  these  sources  in  191 1  was 
£329-14-6  and  that  the  total  membership  is  about  fourteen 
hundred.   In  the  preceding  year  the  receipts  were  £431-10-. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Palmerston  North,  on 
Wednesday,  21st  February,  191 2,  commencing  at  2.30 
p.m. 

A  majority  of  the  Chapters  were  represented  by  their 
officers  and  a  large  number  of  visitors  were  present. 

The  Supreme  Committee's  report  was  interesting.  To 
those  whose  reading  of  this  Dominion's  affairs,  leads  to 
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the  belief  that  it  is  a  most  favored  land  where  the  milk 
and  honey  is  never  withheld  and  Dreadnoughts  are  to  be 
had  for  the  asking,  the  following  is  not  encouraging : 

"The  depression  that  has  been  felt  in  some  parts  of  the 
Dominion  has  exerted  an  influence  on  this  degree  of  Free- 
masonry, especially  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Westland 
district,  where,  your  Committee  regrets  to  learn,  there  has  been 
considerable  difficulty  in  holding  meetings  owing  to  the  sparse 
attendances.  In  other  places  the  same  cause  has  had  some 
effect  in  minimizing  progression,  both  in  existing  Chapters  and 
others  projected.  It  is  again  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  has 
been  no  attempt  to  force  the  position  with  reference  to  proposed 
Chapters,  but  rather  to  delay  till  more  prosperous  times  come 
round." 

The  Committee  had  words  of  praise  for  the  diligence 
displayed  in  the  duty  of  visitation,  and  particularly  com- 
mended the  services  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Rev.  T.  Parritt  for 
his  care  of  the  Wellington  district  as  Grand  Superinten- 
dent. This  zealous  old  Companion,  who  is  a  Past  Grand 
First  Principal  by  the  way,  covered  his  territory  of  mag- 
nificent distances  with  rare  fidelity.  It  includes  more  than 
one-third  of  the  total  number  of  Chapters  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Grand  Chapter.  By  skilful  arrangement 
he  conducted  the  ceremony  of  installation  in  each  of  his 
eleven  Chapters  besides  visiting  at  other  times  during  the 
year.  It  was  pleasing  to  Grand  Chapter  to  learn  that  the 
Chapters  spontaneously  and  unanimously  recently  recog- 
nized the  valuable  services  of  the  distinguished  Compan- 
ion in  practical  form. 

The  Committee  favored  the  proposal  of  changing  the 
Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter  from  annual  to  biennial 
sessions  for  many  good  and  practical  reasons,  but  the 
opposition  to  the  change  was  so  strong  that  the  recom- 
mendation was  withdrawn. 

A  communication  from  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  of  Scot- 
land to  a  query  from  his  colleague  of  New  Zealand,  to  the 
effect  that  the  letters  anent  the  interchange  of  fraternal 
relations  between  the  respective  Grand  Chapters  had  not 
been  replied  to,  was  considered  by  the  Committee,  and  as 
interpreted  by  that  body,  a  plea  for  mutual  sovereignty, 
a  condition  which  on  no  account  could  its  members  sub- 
mit to  Grand  Chapter  with  favour. 
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The  Committee  was  in  a  quandary  about  a  supply  of 
R.  A.  rituals,  as  its  reliable  printer  had  died,  and  it  was 
on  the  lookout  for  an  equally  safe  successor. 

In  selecting  officers  for  the  year  the  Committees  allo- 
cate the  districts  to  which  the  office  is  to  be  rilled  from 
and  the  Chapters  therein  supply  the  names.  Rather  a  pon- 
derous method  one  would  fancy. 

Grand  Chapter  regalia  goes  astray  there  as  elsewhere. 
The  committee  reported  that  the  clothing  for  Grand  Chan- 
cellor and  the  case  for  Grand  Swordbearer,  which  were 
missing  after  the  last  annual  Convocation,  had  not  yet 
been  recovered.  Letters  were  sent  to  all  grand  officers 
attending  the  Auckland  Convocation,  but  up  to  date  no 
trace  had  been  found. 

The  blue  lodge  P.  M.  qualification  for  the  Z's  position 
in  Chapter,  the  Second  and  Third  Principals  having  to 
qualify  by  holding  the  respective  wardens'  rank  or  higher, 
was  the  subject  of  a  notice  of  motion  to  amend  the  law 
and  aroused  brisk  discussion. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Fletcher,  Canada's  representative,  op- 
posed the  motion,  and  would  prefer  to  leave  the  three  prin- 
cipal chairs  open  to  a  Companion  of  any  rank,  without  the 
necessity  of  even  a  dispensation. 

P.  G.  Z.  Comp.  Freedman  agreed  with  Comp.  Fletcher 
that  the  special  dispensation  should  not  be  necessary.  The 
speaker  quoted  an  instance  in  his  Chapter  of  an  enthusias- 
tic Companion  who,  by  dint  of  hard  work,  had  nearly 
attained  the  topmost  rung  of  the  ladder;  but  if  the  motion 
was  carried  he  would  be  unable  to  go  any  further,  and 
would  probably  be  lost  to  the  Chapter. 

Again,  the  opposition  was  so  pronounced  that  the 
motion,  influenced  probably  by  a  desire  to  follow  the 
methods  of  the  mother  Grand  bodies,  was  negatived  by  an 
overwhelming  majority. 

The  interest  on  the  benevolent  fund  and  investments 
amounted  to  £26  per  annum,  and  it  was  decided  to  hand 
that  sum  over  to  Grand  Lodge  to  be  given  as  an  annuity 
to  some  deserving  applicant. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Clothier  installed  his  successor  with  im- 
pressive ceremony  and  due  proclamation  was  made. 

Josiah  D.  Webster,  Auckland,  Grand  Z. 

Herbert  J.  Williams,  Wellington,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

North  Carolina 

Chapters   .  .   43.  Members   .  .   2879. 

Hugh  A.  Murrill,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  in  the  city 
of  Raleigh  on  the  21st  May,  1912,  opened  the  Sixty-fourth 
Annual  Convocation  with  a  supporting  delegation  from 
the  constituent  Chapters  that  testified  to  keen  zeal  and 
dutiful  allegiance.  The  old  guard  was  represented  by 
eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  while  the  Chapters  con- 
tributed about  thirty  of  those  who  had  earned  the  title  of 
"  has  been."  Twenty-one  Companions  bore  credentials 
from  sister  Grand  Chapters,  among  whom  was  Canada's 
ambassador,  John  E.  Cameron,  who  now  wears  the  mitre 
and  breastplate,  and  to  whom  our  hearty  congratulations 
are  extended. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  F.  M.  Maye,  who  presided 
in  1893-4,  was  among  those  who  had  left  a  vacancy  in  the 
veterans'  ranks.  For  several  years  following  his  ruler- 
ship  he  rendered  valuable  service  as  Grand  Lecturer. 
Another  valued  member  whose  death  occurred  within  the 
year  was  Companion  Michael  Bowes,  who  was  Grand 
Scribe  in  1865. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated  that  a  larger  increase  in 
membership  than  had  been  recorded  for  some  years 
marked  the  period  just  closed,  and  he  believed  that  a  cor- 
responding era  of  interest  and  prosperity  was  to  be  North 
Carolina's  happy  lot. 

Two  new  Chapters  were  started  at  Lenoir  and  Minne- 
apolis respectively.  The  Companions  of  the  latter  place 
were  prepared  to  erect  a  Masonic  Temple  if  their  request 
was  granted. 

Among  other  permissions  granted  by  him  were  some 
to  ballot  on  candidates  without  waiting  the  legal  interval. 
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The  necessity  for  these  dispensations  originated  in  a 
neglect  of  duty  by  Chapter  officers  he  explained,  but  he 
omitted  to  state  whether  the  latter  had  been  reminded  of 
their  dereliction. 

A  Chapter  had  asked  whether  it  could  take  through, 
at  a  meeting,  more  than  one  team  of  three  in  the  Royal 
Arch  .degree.  It  was  stated  that  Companions  from 
Georgia  and  Virginia  present  said  it  was  done  in  their 
States  by  introducing  three  at  a  time  and  then  giving 
them  to  the  P.  S.  to  be  taken  through  as  a  class  and  thus 
save  time  when  there  are  many  candidates.  The  man 
from  Georgia  said  he  had  been  present  when  nine  were 
exalted  in  this  manner.    The  G.  H.  P.  wired : 

"  Receive  the  candidates  under  the  L.  A.  and  OB.  them  in 
sets  of  three.  Then  take  them  as  a  class  through  the  rest  of 
the  work." 

Thus  is  another  landmark  difficulty  surmounted,  for 
the  Jurisprudence  Committee  approved  and  Grand  Chap- 
ter endorsed  the  approval. 

The  "  perfect  youth  "  advocates  will  no  doubt  wince  at 
another  decision  which  was  similarly  ratified.  The  case 
of  a  brother,  who,  since  receiving  his  degree  of  Master 
Mason,  had  lost  a  foot  and  now  desired  to  advance  to  the 
Chapter,  was  submitted.     He  replied: 

"I  know  of  no  law  to  prevent  the  brother  reterred  to  from 
receiving  the  Chapter  degrees,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  do  not 
think  that  he  should  be  deprived  of  this  privilege  on  account  of 
his  misfortune." 

The  visiting  officers  mostly  did  good  work  in  covering 
their  assignments.  Where  these  duties  were  lightly  re- 
garded the  G.  H.  P.  was  not  slow  in  venturing  his  opinion 
of  the  disinclination  manifested. 

"Indifference  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  officers  will  only 
encourage  indifference  in  the  subordinate  Chapters.  I  have  often 
noted  a  willingness,  yea,  even  an  eagerness,  on  the  part  of  some 
Companions  for  office,  and  have  often  found  that  the  desire  was 
only  for  the  honor  of  the  office  without  a  corresponding  willing- 
ness to  faithfully  fulfil  the  duties  of  that  office.  This  attitude 
is  not  good  Masonry,  and  is  not  honest,  as  it  works  a  great 
injustice  to  all  earnest  Companions  of  the  Order.  Only  compe- 
tent and  willing  workers  should  receive  the  honors." 
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The  matter  of  the  candidate  showing  "  proficiency  in 
the  preceding  degree"  was  sent  to  a  special  committee, 
from  a  previous  Convocation,  for  consideration  and  re- 
port. This  committee  no  doubt  gave  the  subject  careful 
thought,  and  there  is  much  reason  in  their  finding.  It 
appears  that  this  was  not  the  first  occasion  in  which  they 
had  to  struggle  with  the  problem,  and  they  simply  re- 
peated their  argument  and  recommendation.  The  for- 
mer was,  in  effect,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should  provide 
that  the  Master  Mason  be  turned  out  the  finished  article 
by  his  responsible  sponsors.  It  was  the  business  of  that 
grand  body  and  not  that  of  the  Chapter,  so  it  was  recom- 
mended at  the  time  that  the  Symbolic  authority  be  ap- 
proached with  a  view  to  its  legislating  to  the  end  that 
"  proficiency  "  be  required  in  the  Master  Mason  before  he 
be  permitted  to  vote  in  his  lodge,  hold  office,  receive  dimit 
or  apply  to  proceed  further. 

Apparently  this  was  not  seriously  regarded  by  the 
dignified  law  givers  of  the  Craft,  who  probably  saw  in  it 
a  phase  of  "  dependent  membership  "  which  did  not  exact- 
ly fit  in  with  their  ideas  of  expediency.  The  Chapter's 
dictation  was  perhaps,  taken  to  be  unseemly,  nay  imper- 
tinent. It  was  the  latter's  duty  to  legislate  for  itself.  As 
for  their  part  there  was  nothing  in  it  for  them.  And  so 
the  committee  found  and  Grand  Chapter  approved. 

"We  doubt  the  wisdom,  at  this  time,  of  passing  a  rigid  law 
requiring  suitable  proficiency  in  the  preceding  degree  in  the 
Chapter  before  a  candidate  can  advance.  We,  therefore,  re- 
commend that  no  further  action  be  taken  in  this  matter  at  the 
present  time." 

And  so  much  for  unfortunate  "  suitable  proficiency" 
R.  I.  P. 

Grand  King,  George  T.  Bryan,  from  South  Carolina, 
was  a  welcome  visitor,  and  no  doubt  North  Carolina  did 
its  whole  traditional  duty. 

As  has  been  remarked  on  previous  occasions,  this 
Grand  Chapter  has  undertaken  the  education  of  an  other- 
wise friendless  young  man  and  young  woman  who  would 
doubtless  have  to  face  the  struggle  for  life  without  such 
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advantage.  Both  are  maintained  in  institutions  where 
their  care  is  supervised  by  an  Educational  Committee 
which  reports  periodically  to  Grand  Chapter.  Their  pro- 
gress is  favorably  noted  in  the  words  "  all  that  could  be 
desired." 

The  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for 
the  Masonic  Home. 

Questions  having  arisen  owing  to  matters  of  inac- 
cessibility and  the  hard  line  of  Chapter  jurisdiction,  a 
resolution  was  submitted  giving  the  Grand  High  Priest 
discretionary  power  under  certain  limitations.  This  was 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee  which  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Willard,  present  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  said  resolution,  and  ask  its  adoption : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  discretion, 
upon  investigation  of  the  facts  as  to  the  accessibility  of  loca- 
tion and  facility  of  travel  between  points  involved,  may  transfer 
jurisdiction  of  territory  from  one  subordinate  Chapter  to  another 
more  accessible  to  the  section  affected  by  his  order.  Provided, 
this  shall  not  apply  to  territory  nearer  to  the  Chapter  location 
encroached  upon  than  one-fourth  the  distance  between  such  two 
Chapters." 

On  the  eve  of  reaching  his  eightieth  milestone  and  for 
the  twenty-ninth  time  the  faithful  veteran  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  James  Southgate  presented  his  annual  and 
warmly  welcomed  work  for  inspection.  Fifty-eight 
volumes  did  he  review  and  none  but  those  who  are,  like 
him,  engaged  in  a  similar  course  of  reading,  know  what 
that  means.  To  him,  as  indeed  to  most,  it  is  congenial 
employment  for  the  leisure  hour,  but  as  "  the  years  draw 
nigh  when  thou  shalt  say  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them"  the 
Companions  for  whom  he  toils  may  well  stand  aside  and 
contemplate  the  devotion  that  quails  not  at  the  weight  of 
years  nor  at  the  duty  which  he  undertook  before  many  of 
them  were  able  to  lisp. 

He  furnishes  a  kindly  review  of  Canada  for  191 1 
which  he  mistakenly  refers  to  as  our  forty- third  annual, 
but  that  was  probably  an  error  in  "proof."  He  got  the  idea 
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too  that  our  estimate  of  the  Turpentines  is  of  lesser  pro- 
portions than  it  deserves.  Not  so  Companion,  like  most 
transborder  northerners  there  is  always  a  soft  place  in 
our  affections  where  the  Carolinas  are  concerned,  and  for 
himself  we  earnestly  hope  he  may  be  spared  in  good 
health  for  many  years  to  exchange  views  with  Com- 
panions near  and  afar  who  respect  him  for  what  he  is 
and  what  he  does.     Here  are  his  concluding  words. 

"Before  this  report  is  read  we  will  have  reached  our  four- 
score milestone  on  the  road,  and  we  may  never  be  heard  again 
raising  our  voice  in  behalf  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry;  but  be  our 
remaining  days  few  or  many,  we  will  ever  be  ready  to  do  our 
part  in  removing  the  rubbish  preparatory  to  the  rebuilding  of  the 
House  of  the  Lord,  and  with  this  assurance  we  say  good-bye 
till  we  meet  again." 

John  E.  Cameron,  Kingston,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jas.  C.  Munds,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 

North  Dakota 
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A  distinguished  North  Dakotan  and  eminent  Mason  in 
the  person  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  David  E.  Morgan, 
Supreme  Court  Chief  Justice  passed  from  earthly  toil  on 
the  nth  May  or  a  little  more  than  a  month  before  Grand 
Chapter  met.  He  had  gone  to  Southern  California  in  the 
hope  that  the  change  might  favorably  affect  his  impaired 
health,  but  it  was  ruled  otherwise.  The  remains  were 
taken  to  Baraboo,  Wisconsin,  where  his  youthful  days 
were  spent  and  where  he  first  saw  Masonic  light.  He 
presided  over  Grand  Chapter  in  1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  met  in  Twenty-third  Annual  Con- 
vocation at  Minot  on  20th  June,  1912,  Grand  High  Priest 
Anson  Bartlett  presiding.  After  the  opening  prelimin- 
aries, the  record  states : 

"Upon  motion  of  various  Companions,  the  Grand  Secretary 
was  not  allowed  to  read  the  printed  proceedings  for  approval. 
They  were  approved  as  printed,  much  to  the  relief  of  the  Com- 
panions as  well  as  to  the  Grand  Secretary." 
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Circumstances  interfered  with  the  G.  H.  P's.  good  in- 
tentions with  regard  to  visitation  of  Chapters,  but  he  was 
glad  to  report  an  increase  in  membership.  He  constituted 
the  new  Chapter  at  Leeds  and  the  Companions  received 
him  loyally. 

No  questions  were  submitted  to  him  for  answer  except 
such  as  were  covered  by  the  Grand  Chapter  by-laws,  a 
simple  reference  to  the  same  being  all  that  was  necessary. 

From  Bismarck  he  had  a  request  for  dispensation  to 
establish  a  new  Chapter,  but  the  law  which  defined  the 
distance  between  Chapters  held  him  back,  and  he  sub- 
mitted the  application  for  action  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
Bismarck  gets  its  Chapter  and  Grand  Chapter  will  go 
there  next  year. 

Grand  Chapter  adopted  many  years  ago  the  Wisconsin 
ritual  as  the  authorized  work.  During  the  past  year,  this 
ritual  has  undergone  a  revision,  and  some  changes  he 
pronounced  a  decided  improvement.  He  advised 
measures  looking  to  uniformity.  He  also  stated  what  we 
thought  to  be  in  general  agreement,  that  there  was  also 
some  difference  in  the  reading  of  the  letters  on  the  Key- 
stone.   Another  bone  for  the  hungry  dog. 

Prior  to  his  vale,  he  suggested  a  Masonic  Decoration 
Day  when  the  last  resting  places  of  deceased  Companions 
might  be  lovingly  remembered. 

Grand  Secretary  Stockwell  reported  that  with  one  ex- 
ception the  returns  from  all  Chapters  were  received  on 
time  and  they  were  only  two  days  behind,  were  received 
May  17th.  This  Chapter  voluntarily  paid  the  fine  of 
$5.00  which  is  imposed  for  failure  to  get  returns  in  on 
May  15th.  Wonder  how  the  "  fine  "  remedy  would  go  in 
Canada. 

He  said  the  net  gain  was  70,  and  considered  it  a  good 
showing  following  a  period  of  depression. 

It  was  resolved  that  to  safeguard  the  charters  of  the 
Chapters  against  destruction  by  fire  or  otherwise,  "  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretaries  to  transmit  to  the  Grand 
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Secretary  a  typewritten  copy  of  their  respective  charters, 
such  copy  to  be  filed  with  the  records  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter. 

After  decorating  the  retiring  G.  H.  P.  with  a  hand- 
some jewel  Grand  Chapter  was  closed.  No  report  on 
Correspondence. 

Clarence  A.  Hale,  Grand  Forks,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Walter  L.  Stockwell,  Fargo,  Grand  Secretary. 

Nova  Scotia 

Chapters   .  .    17.  Members   .  .    1392. 

At  Halifax,  on  Tuesday,  June  13,  191 1,  the  Forty- 
second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Nova  Scotia,  "  with  jurisdiction  over  the  Provinces  of 
Nova  Scotia,  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Newfoundland," 
was  opened  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Malcolm  McF.  Hall,  Grand 
High  Priest,  who  was  supported  by  his  faithful  Grand 
Secretary  and  a  necessary  quorum  when,  "for  reasons 
stated  in  the  summons,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  call- 
ed Grand  Chapter  from  labor  to  refreshment,  to  resume 
labor  on  Tuesday  next,  June  20th,  at  10  o'clock  a.m.," 
at  which  hour  the  Grand  King,  Scribe  and  Principal  So- 
journer, with  the  Grand  Secretary  were  on  hand,  together 
with  four  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  four  Past  Grand 
Kings,  eight  Past  Grand  Scribes  and  over  a  score  of  Com- 
panions representing  some  ten  Chapters. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  a  long  list 
of  names  of  members  and  representatives  entitled  to  seats 
and  votes,  taken  from  the  returns  sent  in  by  the  Chapters, 
but  even  the  balmy  midsummer  failed  to  tempt  more  than 
the  above  from  seeking  the  attractions  of  Grand  Chapter 
and  its  attendant  duties. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  while  announcing  a  pros- 
perous year,  deplored  the  death  of  the  veteran  Grand 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Henry  D.  de  Blois,  who  passed  away  at 
Annapolis  only  a  few  days  previously.  He  served  as 
Grand  High  Priest  from  1883  to  1886  and  was  a  most 
devoted  Craftsman. 

0 
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To  the  memory  of  another  worthy  citizen  and  Mason 
he  also  rendered  a  due  meed  of  praise.  Companion  Dun- 
can C.  Fraser,  of  Mt.  Lebanon  Chapter,  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  Although  never 
filling  any  important  position  in  the  Chapter  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  he  had  served  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova 
Scotia  as  Grand  Master,  and  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada 
as  Provincial  Grand  Prior. 

"His  readiness  to  respond  to  every  deserving  call,  and  his 
eagerness  to  help  in  the  advancement  of  every  good  work,  joined 
with  his  great  abilities  and  high  position,  made  him  a  power 
for  good  in  the  land." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Hall  was  a  diligent  visitor,  personally 
inspecting  all  but  four  of  the  Chapters,  and  to  these  he 
delegated  worthy  proxies,  who  cheerfully  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons. 

He  was  asked  for  many  rulings,  but  in  declining  to 
grant  a  dispensation  to  a  Chapter  that  desired  to  exalt 
six  candidates  at  the  same  time,  he  explained  that  such 
permission  was  unnecessary  as  by  introducing  them  in 
groups  of  three  up  to  a  certain  point  in  the  ceremony,  they 
could  then  go  through  the  remainder  as  a  class. 

He  too  found  it  necessary  to  remind  dilatory  secre- 
taries that  what  was  so  easy  for  them  in  not  doing,  made 
the  duties  of  the  Grand  Secretary  particularly  irksome  at 
an  awkward  period. 

From  the  report  of  the  representative  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  in  Newfoundland  it  is  learned  that  the  Chap- 
ter located  in  the  city  of  St.  John's  is  doing  well,  having 
a  membership  of  127,  a  gain  of  nine  for  the  year. 

Grand  Secretary  Waddell's  report  indicates  that  he 
has  been  experiencing  some  of  the  "luxuries  of  the  sea- 
son." Recuperating  from  a  spell  of  illness  he  contrived  to 
get  at  the  wrong  end  of  a  runaway  team,  and  although  he 
made  light  of  the  effects,  the  accident  proved  more  serious 
than  he  at  first  realized,  as  it  stirred  up  painful  reminders 
of  his  former  unpleasant  visitor,  and  a  consequent  de- 
bility resulted  in  an  unexpected  malady.     The  series  cul- 
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minated  in  an  attack  of  grippe,  which  for  a  period  kept 
him  confined  to  quarters  where  he  was  safe  from  frisky 
equines  at  least.  And  after  all  that,  he  modestly  apolo- 
gizes for  being  late  with  the  Proceedings.  He  has  all  our 
sympathy  especially  when  to  add  to  his  misfortunes  the 
Chapter  returns  were  not  half  in  on  the  date  made  and 
provided.  The  Committee  on  the  address  hoped  to  effect 
an  improvement  along  these  lines  by  a  touch  of  flattery. 

"This  Committee  does  hope  that  all  our  good  Secretaries 
will  give  due  consideration  to  the  words  of  our  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest,  wherein  he  urges  them  to  send  in  returns 
promptly." 

The  "good  secretaries,"  however,  wibl  continue  their 
happy-go-lucky  gait  until  "  something  drops." 

Notwithstanding  his  many  troubles,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Waddell  took  up  his  share  of  the  reviewing  with  charac- 
teristic energy  and  devotes  to  Canada  four  pages  of  favor- 
able notice.  He  continues  to  harp  on  that  old  complaint 
anent  the  name  given  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  which  we  had 
taken  pains  to  explain  was  the  appellation  bestowed  at 
birth,  ratified  at  the  baptismal  font,  continued  ever  since 
and  must  necessarily  remain  until  the  usefulness  of  Grand 
Chapters  has  ceased.  The  worthy  Companions  of  Nova 
Scotia  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  title  is  too  comprehen- 
sive and  that  we  should  confine  it  to  the  province  in  which 
headquarters  finds  a  shake-down.  We  had  striven  to 
convince  him  that  the  territory  under  our  wing  at  present 
extended  from  the  Laurentians  in  the  East  to  the  Pacific 
in  the  golden  west  and  north  to  the  Arctic  circle  which 
might  go  somewhat  to  justify  a  claim  to  the  word  Canada 
in  our  title  but  no,  to  make  that  title  acceptable  to  Nova 
Scotia  the  words  "in  Ontario"  should  be  included  in 
brackets.  We  gave  him  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  just 
to  satisfy  whatever  scruples  might  remain  that  we  were 
not  romancing,  and  he  rejoins  : 

"All  of  which  nobody  is  disposed  to  deny,  but  we  simply  re- 
mark that  that  is  not  Canada." 

Neither  is  it  Ontario.  Then  because  we  jokingly  in- 
ferred by  quotation,  which  apparently  was  not  recognized, 
that  two  other  of  the  Companions  had  with  himself  simul- 
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taneously  voiced  approval  of  the  bracketted  "in  Ontario," 
he  waxes  warm,  and  more  than  hints  that  we  made  an 
accusation  of  deliberate  conspiracy,  when  the  suggestion 
really  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  a  passing  proposal 
that  the  remarkable  instance  of  telepathy  was,  to  use  a 
Gilbertian  phrase,  "a  coingular  singulance." 

Meantime  the  "Grand  Chapter  of  Canada"  proceeds 
calmly  in  the  peaceful  and  useful  mission  for  which  it 
was  intended  when  it  received  that  title  and  when  no  ob- 
jections were  offered.  We  have  ere  now  ventured  the 
possibilities  that  some  day  we  may  have  to  furnish  a 
stock  of  extra  words  and  "brackets"  to  allay  any  sus- 
picions of  undue  acquisitiveness.  To  do  so  now  would 
be  to  toy  with  the  truth,  and  Comp.  W.  would  not  wish 
us  to  do  that.  It  would  be  as  repugnant  to  him  as  it 
would  be  for  this  reviewer  to  suggest,  even  in  thought, 
that  our  esteemed  M.  E.  Companion  would  stoop  to  any- 
thing inconsistent  with  probity. 

1912. 

A  welcome  portrait  of  Comp.  John  Hay,  Grand  High 
Priest,  adorns  the  front  of  this  year's  Proceedings.  If 
appearance  counts,  and  it  occasionally  does,  Nova  Scotia's 
selection  was  up  to  its  high  standard.  The  Forty-third 
Annual  Convocation  was  held  this  summer  at  Sydney,  on 
June  nth,  1912,  with  a  remarkably  good  attendance  of 
Chapter  representatives.  M.  E.  Companions  Alley  and 
Archibald,  P.  G.  H.  Priests,  were  absent  owing  to  illness 
and  sympathetic  telegrams  expressing  Grand  Chapter's 
regret  were  forwarded  to  them. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Day's  address  was  the  story  of  an  active 
year  which  he  said  was  marked  by  "  great  prosperity." 
His  references  to  departed  Companions  were  necessarily 
brief,  because  happily  the  list  was  small.  In  particular,  he 
touched  on  the  passing  of  "R.  E.  Comp.  The  Hon.  Sena- 
tor William  Ross,  the  dean  of  the  large  corps  of  repre- 
sentatives of  foreign  jurisdictions  near  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter. He  occupied  a  high  place  in  the  Masonic  as  he  did 
in  the  political  world,  being  a  Past  Grand  Master  and  a 
Past  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  also  Past  Grand  Scribe  of  Grand  Chapter." 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  proved  himself  an  indefatig- 
able visitor  and  covered  the  jurisdiction  with  rare  fidelity. 
To  a  few  Chapters  he  was  unable  to  get,  but  his  inten- 
tions were  honorable. 

"In  all  these  visitations  I  had  only  one  desire — to  see  a 
scrupulous  adherence  to  the  regulations  of  Grand  Chapter,  and 
as  close  an  adherence  to  our  official  work  as  possible." 

He  had  been  called  on  to  make  but  one  decision.  It 
was  the  case  of  a  brother  who  is  a  subscribing  member  of 
a  lodge  on  the  Registry  of  Scotland  and  who  made  appli- 
cation to  a  Chapter  in  Nova  Scotia  for  the  degrees  of 
Capitular  Masonry.  He  was  recommended  by  prominent 
Companions  and  his  character  was  declared  to  be  above 
reproach,  holding  as  he  does  a  very  high  position  in  the 
Salvation  Army.  But  owing  to  his  left  leg  being  stiff,  or 
without  motion  at  the  knee,  caused  by  an  accident  when  a 
boy,  he  is  incapable  of  kneeling  on  the  left  knee  and  also 
on  the  right,  excepting  by  extending  his  left  leg  straight 
before  him. 

Here  precedent  prevailed  and  the  G.  H.  P.  reluctantly 
ruled  against  the  application,  pointing  out  also  that  had 
his  application  for  the  symbolic  degrees  been  submitted 
to  a  Nova  Scotia  lodge  a  similar  fate  would  have  met  it 
under  the  circumstances. 

He  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  district  system 
of  inspection,  being  impelled  to  this  by  his  observations  in 
the  weaker  Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

Encouraging  reports  were  submitted  by  the  Com- 
panions deputed  to  visit  the  Chapters  not  inspected  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Waddell  was  without  the  customary  aid 
of  M.  E.  Comp.  Bingay  in  the  preparation  of  the  Corres- 
pondence report  and  its  compilation  fell  upon  himself  and 
M.  E.  Comp.  Black  with  timely  assistance  from  Comp. 
Clements.  Comp.  Bingay  was  compelled  for  health's  sake 
to  go  abroad  for  a  few  months,  and  we  heartily  echo  the 
hope  expressed  that  he  may  be  fully  restored  when  he 
returns. 
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To  Companion  Waddell  was  again  assigned  those 
jurisdictions  which  came  to  the  front  in  the  alphabetical 
procession  and  which  includes  Canada  for  191 1.  We  beg 
to  acknowledge  his  kind  solicitation  on  our  behalf  and 
may  join  with  him  in  the  hope  that  the  re-establishment 
of  health  is  not  too  remote,  if  only  that  we  may  be  en- 
abled to  keep  alive  the  annual  exchange  of  ideas  with  the 
Companions  whom  we  have  come  to  regard  in  the  fra- 
ternal sense  as  well  tried  friends. 

He  too  had  noted  our  attitude  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
traordinary request  from  Michigan  touching  the  dimit 
of  a  Companion  from  this  jurisdiction  who  desired  to 
affiliate. 

"Comp.  Bennett  very  justly,  to  the  writer's  mind,  takes 
decided  exception  to  the  recent  Michigan  decision,  'to  the  effect 
that  a  dimit  from  another  Grand  Jurisdiction  should  bear  the 
signature  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  seal 
of  same  attached,'  holding,  quite  correctly,  that  a  dimit  is  a 
purely  lodge  or  Chapter  document,  and  is  so  recognized 
throughout  the  Masonic  world,  and  will  so  continue.  The  Grand 
Secretary  has  no  right  to  affix  his  signature  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  seal  to  any  document  not  emanating  from  the  Grand 
High   Priest  or  Grand  Chapter." 

He  also  quotes  on  other  matters  and  not  only  is  kind 
to  the  reviewer,  but  has  words  of  commendation  for 
Grand  Z.  Moore's  address  which  he  quotes,  and  for  the 
system  of  supervision  accomplished  under  circumstances 
of  difficulty. 

The  review  throughout  is  highly  entertaining  as  well 
as  important  as  a  channel  of  information  for  the  Com- 
panions of  Nova  Scotia  for  whose  edification  it  is  com- 
piled and  who  we  trust  are  careful  to  value  it  as  it  truly 
deserves  to  be  valued. 

Donald  F.  Fraser,  New  Glasgow,  Grand  High  Priest. 
S.  J.  Waddell,  Truro,  Grand  Secretary. 

Ohio 

Chapters   .  .    172.  Members   .  .   33,415. 

As  might  be  reasonably  expected,  there  was  a  large 
attendance  at  the  Ninety-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of 
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this  leading  Grand  Chapter,  held  at  Dayton  on  the  25th 
September,   1912. 

After  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  Comp.  Joseph  Kirkup  declared  the  Grand 
Chapter  opened  in  Ample  Form,  and  proclamation 
thereof  was  made  by  the  Grand  Marshal. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  Harper,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska,  and  M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  A. 
Wood,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Indiana,  were  introduced  and  received  with  the  Grand 
Honors,  and  conducted  to  the  East. 

Comp.  Roland  W.  Baggott  voiced  the  welcome  of  the 
Companions  and  citizens  of  Dayton  in  a  delightful  ad- 
dress, to  which  Comp.  William  A.  Belt,  at  the  request 
of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  pleasingly  responded. 

The  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.,  and 
the  E.  Grand  Warder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the 
K.  T.'s  were  introduced  and  seated  in  the  East. 

The  Gram!  High  Priest  announced  the  death  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  Jacob  L'Hommedieu  Long,  who  had  been  Grand 
High  Priest  in  1885-6,  and  was  the  oldest  of  the  veterans 
of  that  rank.  He  had  been  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Necrology  since  1902.  Highly  eulogistic  of  the 
departed  Companion  were  the  words  of  the  speaker. 

"  His  kindly  and  sympathetic  manner  made  him  hosts  of 
friends,  his  smooth  and  cheerful  style  of  argument  in  debate 
never  created  enmity,  and  his  vast  knowledge  of  the  English 
language  gave  many  gems  to  Masonic  literature." 

Another  valued  Companion  was  missed  in  the  person 
of  Sherwood  Bromwell  Markland  who,  for  many  years, 
served  Grand  Chapter  in  the  capacity  of  Grand  Marshal. 

The  G.  H.  P.  informed  Grand  Chapter  that  he  had 
appointed  Rev.  Frank  G.  Mitchell  to  undertake  the  duties 
performed  so  faithfully  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Long  and  his 
choice  was  subsequently  ratified. 
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His  dispensations  were  of  the  usual  character,  but  one 
of  them  to  a  Cincinnati  Chapter  which  desired  to  remove 
to  the  Scottish  Rite  Cathedral,  he  explained  his  qualified 
acquiescence  thus : 

"  These  quarters  being  occupied  by  the  profane  and  by  those 
not  recognized  under  Section  86  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Code,  this 
dispensation  granted   only  temporary  occupancy." 

Isn't  there  a  mistake  somewhere?  or  is  this  conse- 
crated edifice  the  home  of  other  than  the  duly  hall- 
marked elect  ?  One  can  but  surmise  at  what  is  concealed 
beneath  Section  86,  and  give  the  G.  H.  P.  all  credit  for 
wise  discretion,  especially  as  Section  86  was  not  in  evi- 
dence in  a  case  where  he  sanctioned  a  Cleveland  Chapter 
to  confer  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  in  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  in  that  city.  The  Companions  doubtless 
had  "elaborated"  their  old  friend,  and  wanted  elbow-room 
to  display  it  in  its  modernized  pyro-electric-spectacular 
transformation. 

When  a  Chapter  misses  a  function  it  has  sixty  days 
in  which  to  think  about  it  and  appeal  for  dispensation. 
Several  which  failed  to  elect  certain  officers  on  stated 
occasions  allowed  the  days  of  grace  to  elanse,  and  were 
refused  permission  to  "make  good." 

Twenty-seven  Companions  at  Toledo  applied  for  a 
Chapter,  and  he  would  have  granted  a  dispensation,  but 
that  he  had  discovered  that  its  formation  would  affect 
the  territory  of  an  existing  Chapter  at  Delta.  The  latter 
was  asked  for  consent,  but  it  was  lax  in  meeting  owing 
to  the  summer  call-off.  He  was  of  opinion  that  a  favor- 
able reply  would  come ;  but  if  he  thought  the  Companions 
thereof  were  not  disposed  to  give  their  consent,  he  cer- 
tainly would  recommend  that  Grand  Chapter  grant  the 
petitioning  Companions  the  charter  desired.  The  new 
Chapter,  named  "Calumet,"  was  subsequently  given  its 
charter. 

He  considered  it  important  enough  to  state  that  the 
almost  universal  use  of  linen  or  cotton  aprons,  properly 
marked,  caused  him  to  recommend  them  for  use  of 
members  of  a  subordinate    Chapter,   while    the  officers 
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could  use  lambskin.     He  had  observed  the   practice   at 
the  General  Grand.     It  was  agreed  to. 

In  a  circular  of  instruction  to  the  Chapter  officers  he 
deals  with  the  preliminary  degrees. 

"  In  conferring  the  Mark  Master  Degree,  only  one  candidate 
shall  be  obligated  at  a  time." 

"  Decision  14a  restricts  the  ceremonies  of  the  Past  Master 
Degree.    Our  ritual  must  be  followed  strictly  without  additions." 

"  The  M.  E.  M.  Degree  should  be  conferred  with  full  cere- 
monials, costumes  and  accessories  as  detailed  in  Ritual  and 
Monitor." 

Evidently  "elaboration"  is  confined  to  the  M.  E.  M. 
Something  had  to  be  done  evidently.  And  on  the  subject 
of  inspection  he  offered  a  suggestion : 

"  That  in  future  the  inspections  be  made  to  include  an  inquiry 
into  what  efforts  are  being  made  by  Chapters  other  than  confer- 
ring of  the  degrees,  because  it  is  a  well  known  principle  in  his- 
tory that  whenever  the  ceremonial  is  elevated  to  the  same  rank 
with  the  moral,  the  latter  will  soon  be  lost  sight  of,  and  to  this 
point  I  am  afraid  most  of  the  Chapters  have  long  since  arrived." 

As  a  visitor  he  was  diligent,  and  made  an  effort  to 
stir  up  the  Grand  Representatives.  His  attention  having 
been  called  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution  of  Grand 
Chapter  adopted  in  1905,  reading  as  follows : 

"  That  absence  from  the  Annual  Convocations  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  for  three  consecutive  years,  unless  a  suitable  excuse 
therefor  in  writing  is  sent  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  shall  warrant  the 
Grand  High  Priest  in  requesting  the  recall  of  his  commission  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  represented." 

He  notified  eleven  of  those  who  had  been  absent  in 
1910  and  191 1,  and  received  replies  that  may  result  in 
better  attendance.  He  recommended  that  the  rule  be 
followed  strictly  in  future. 

Grand  Secretary  Hagenbuch's  report  was,  as  usual, 
very  complete.  At  the  outset  he,  too,  had  to  complain 
of  negligent  secretaries,  and  stated  that : 

"  It  required  greater  effort  than  heretofore  to  secure  the 
returns  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  within  the  legal  time,  on  ac- 
count of  the  earlier  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter." 
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In  a  number  of  cases  frequent  appeals  were  un- 
heeded, and  it  went' so  far  that  telegrams  had  to  be  sent 
to  several  on  the  morning  of  the  last  day.  To  add  insult 
to  injury,  the  High  Priests  of  some  of  these  delinquent 
Chapters  which  were  still  "hanging  on"  to  the  returns 
wrote,  asking  if  they  wouldn't  be  allowed  their  "mileage 
and  per  diem"  if  they  appeared  as  representatives?  They 
were  directed  to  the  law  which  provided  for  such  as  they. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Masonic  Home,  to  which 
the  Ohio  Companions  subscribe  nearly  $8,000  by  a  per 
capita  tax,  in  addition  to  donations  made  by  Grand 
Chapter  and  individuals,  is  interesting  reading.  The  in- 
mates, numbering  71  men,  50  women,  28  boys  and  22 
girls,  are  well  looked  after,  and  their  comfort  is  always 
a  first  consideration.  The  institution  is  one  of  which 
Ohio  may  well  be  proud. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Orion  P.  Sperra  is  the  Correspondent, 
and  his  third  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters  is  an  excel- 
lent paper  of  127  pages.  Among  his  inspections  was 
Canada  for  191 2,  and  he  apparently  thinks  favorably  of 
our  methods.  He  is  disposed  also  to  flatter  the  writer, 
but  fear  his  kind  heart  inclines  him  to  that  end.  It  is 
observed  that  when  he  got  to  England's  Grand  Mark 
Lodge  he  yielded  to  the  temptation  to  reproduce  the 
Royal  Grand  Master's  titles,  as  announced  annually  in 
the  proclamation.  They  all  do.  As  the  Ohio  Companion 
had  two  years  to  cover,  he  made  a  record  by  giving  them 
twice,  and,  perhaps,  by  way  of  explanation,  remarks : 

"  The  foregoing  excerpt  is  made  for  the  enlightenment  of  the 
Ohio  Companions  and  also  for  the  further  purpose  that  should 
any  desire  to  visit  Canada  and  while  there  to  call  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor-General, they  may  know  with  exactness  the  titles  to  use 
in  addressing  him,  when  presented." 

One  can  fancy  the  truly  democratic  Governor-Gen- 
eral, who  is  usually  satisfied  with  the  plain  "Sir,"  being 
afflicted  with  a  repetition  of  the  interminable  string  of 
honors  he  is  compelled  to  carry,  but  certainly  not  to 
listen  to  or  use,  except,  as  cited,  under  extraordinary 
circumstances  or  mandatory  occasions.  We  could  rather 
fancy  the  royal  brother's  amazement  were  he  privileged 
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to  hear  the  grandiloquent  titles  by  which  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  in  some  of  its  aristocratic  grades,  delights  to 
disguise  its  members. 

Companion  Sperra's  very  readable  and  comprehen- 
sive report  is  justification  sufficient  for  his  selection  to 
the  position  so  ably  rilled  by  the  late  Comp.  Cunningham. 
When  he  opens  out  in  critical  comment  the  Ohio  review 
will   be   something  worth  pondering. 

Thomas  H.  Isitt,  Cleveland,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Edwin  Hagenbuch,  Urbana,  Grand  Secretary. 

Oklahoma 

Chapters   ..75.  Members   ..  4,699. 

In  the  Indian  country  they're  nothing  if  not  original. 
When  the  Companions  assembled  in  Muskogee  on  the 
16th  April,  1912,  for  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convoca- 
tion some  preliminary  exercises  were  indulged  in,  which 
no  doubt  possessed  an  interest  to  most. 

"  The  great  key  to  the  City  of  Muskogee  being  handed  to 
the  Grand  High  Priest  by  Companion  William  Perry  Miller, 
Mayor,  to  which  response  was  made  by  Companion  Joseph 
Samuel  Murrow,  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Murrow  asked 
all  to  stand  who  were  present  in  Muskogee  at  the  first  Annual 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  in  1890,  and  the  following  arose: 

Joseph  Samuel  Murrow,  First  Grand  High  Priest, 
Edmond  Henry  Doyle,  first  Grand  King, 
Leo.  Edmond  Bennett,  first  Grand  Secretary, 
William  Henry  Essex,  of  first  Committee  on  Finance, 
James  A.  Scott,  then  a  visitor  from  Missouri, 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  Maxey,  then  a  visitor  from  Illinois. 

These  exercises  closed  with  a  splendid  rendition  of  the  song 
'  The  Holy  City,'  by  Mrs.  Gladys  Beall  Way,  of  Astrea  Chapter 
No.  14,  Order  Eastern  Star." 

The  dulcet  notes  of  the  "Star"  warbler  having  become 
a  sweet  memory,  the  hall  was  vacated  by  all  but  those 
entitled  to  remain  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  having  announced  that  a  constitutional  number 
of  Chapters  were  present,  M.  E.  Christopher  Springer, 
Grand  High  Priest,  opened  the  Convocation  in  Ample 
Form. 
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M.  E.  Jacob  L'H.  Long,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of 
Ohio,  was  announced  as  a  visitor.  He  was  received  with 
the  Grand  Honors,  and  made  a  brief  response  to  kind 
words  of  welcome. 

Grand  High  Priest  Springer  got  to  work  early.  Hav- 
ing carefully  perused  the  proceedings  of  191 1,  it  struck 
him  that  a  revival  of  Capitular  Masonry  was  needed,  and 
there  should  be  a  "stirring  up  of  dry  bones."  Accord- 
ingly he  issued  a  circular  letter  to  all  Chapters,  which 
were  not  represented  in  Grand  Chapter  last  year  and  had 
not  made  returns  as  required  by  law.  He  had  a  few 
responses,  but  most  of  them  paid  no  attention.  Then 
he  went  at  them  again. 

Meantime  he  was  busy  in  issuing  dispensations  for 
new  Chapters  and  arranging  for  the  constitution  of 
others.  One  Chapter  surrendered  its  charter  after  a  long 
period  of  inactivity. 

He  acknowledged  receipt  of  a  commission  from  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  for  E.  Comp.  William  Noble  to 
represent  that  body  near  Oklahoma. 

Notwithstanding  weather  conditions,  he  contrived  to 
visit  a  number  of  the  Chapters. 

The  veteran  Grand  Secretary  Murrow,  who  doffs  the 
harness  this  year,  furnished  his  usual  interesting  report, 
which  touched  on  the  history  and  progress  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  during  its  twenty-two  years  of  existence,  in 
which  period  the  Chapters  had  increased  from  four  to 
sixty-nine,  and  the  membership  from  184  to  over  4,600. 

"  Considering  the  fact  that  the  Scottish  Rite  has  been  very 
vigorously  pushed  in  this  state,  the  growth  of  Capitular  Masonry 
is  very  creditable  and  encouraging." 

With  liabilities  paid,  the  treasury  showed  a  balance  on 
hand  of  $4,626.88. 

At  noon  the  Grand  Chapter  was  called  from  labor 
and  the  members  were  served  with  refreshments  by  the 
members  of  Astrea  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
who  had  prepared  luncheon  in  adjoining  rooms. 


APPENDIX  cxli 

Next  day  delegates  to  the  Triennial  at  Indianapolis 
were  instructed  to  invite  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to 
hold  its  191 5  Convocation  at  Oklahoma  City,  and  the 
motion  was  adopted  by  unanimous  rising  vote. 

A  touching  plea  to  be  relieved  from  secretarial  duty 
was  made  by  the  aged  Grand  Secretary,  who  also  urged 
that  Grand  Chapter  would  heed  his  desire  to  see  his 
"life-long  friend,  son  and  Companion,"  Leo  Edmond 
Bennett,  succeed  to  the  office. 

Thereupon,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Eugene  Hamilton 
moved  that,  by  standing  vote,  the  Grand  Chapter  express 
to  Grand  Secretary  Murrow  its  gratitude,  love  and  confi- 
dence, and  its  regrets  that  he  had  felt  impelled  to  lay  this 
burden  down,  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draft 
suitable  resolutions  on  his  retirement  from  a  position 
which  he  had  so  acceptably  filled.  The  motion  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

A  proposition  to  fix  the  minimum  fee  for  the  degrees, 
to  include  the  Cryptic  Rite,  at  $40,  failed  to  secure  the 
necessary  two-thirds  vote. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  collate  the  historical 
memoranda  of  the  jurisdiction,  with  a  view  to  its  publi- 
cation subsequently. 

The  Grand  Chapter  directed  that  the  picture  of  the 
seven  present  members  of  the  First  Annual  Convocation, 
held  in  1890,  be  published  in  the  Annual  Proceedings. 

The  "Stars"  again  twinkled  and  repeated  their 
brilliant  and  welcome  services  of  the  previous  day,  in 
providing  refreshments  for  the  weary  sojourners  in 
Muskogee. 

Little  or  no  opposition  was  manifested  in  the  pre- 
liminary skirmish  for  the  honor  of  securing  the  Grand 
Chapter's  next  Annual,  and  by  unanimous  vote,  "the 
responsibility  of  suitably  entertaining  the  Grand  Chapter 
in  April,  1913,  was  placed  upon  the  Companions  of 
Shawnee  Chapter,  No.  32,  at  Shawnee." 
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That,  to  say  the  least,  is  a  unique  way  of  putting  it. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  Shawnees  have  a  firmament  of  their 
own  to  outshine,  if  that  were  possible,  the  hospitable 
twinklers  of  Muskogee. 

Companion  Charles  C.  Kneisly's  report  on  Corres- 
pondence is  a  well-prepared  review,  and  where  he  ven- 
tures to  give  of  himself  he  does  so  with  every  evidence  of 
considerate  thought  and  keen  judgment.  We  regretted  to 
observe  the  absence  of  Canada  from  his  compilation,  but 
probably  the  volume  reached  him  "in  time  to  be  too  late." 

Colorado's  reviewer,  defending  the  compulsory  mem- 
bership idea,  had,  under  Canada,  suggested  that  "changed 
conditions  of  society  warranted  modification  of  finance," 
to  which  Companion  Kneisly  retorts  pointedly : 

"  Is  it  a  changed  condition  or  is  it  the  entering  wedge  of 
commercialism  into  the  order?  And  again,  is  not  this  same  com- 
mercial spirit  developing  a  system  of  proselytizing?" 

Milo  Arthur  Nelson,  Lawton,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Leo  Edmond  Bennett,  Muskogee,  Grand  Secretary. 

Oregon 

Chapters   .  .   34.  Members   .  .   3,518. 

C.  J.  Buchanan,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  whose 
portrait  graces  the  volume  recording  the  Fifty-second 
Annual  Convocation  in  Portland  on  June  10th,  1912,  is, 
if  it  "  speaks  "  truly,  a  genial,  great-hearted  Companion, 
whom  one  would  wish  to  meet  in  the  flesh,  and  apparently 
there  is  no  lack  of  that  commodity.  The  M.  E.  Com- 
panion is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  was  through 
the  war,  even  down  to  Appomatox.  His  Masonic  career 
was  eventful,  commencing  in  Massachusetts,  and  pro- 
gressing until  he  climbed  into  the  thirties  in  Oregon.  His 
biographer  relates  that,  by  way  of  recreation,  he  ventured 
crossing  hot  sands,  and  even  aeroplaned  among  the  Stars, 
so  that  his  courage  is  undoubted.  Addressing  his  Com- 
panions, he  remarked : 

"  This  is  our  52nd  annual  convocation  and  marks  the  end  of 
another  milestone  in  our  upward  climb  toward  Truth." 
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The  miles  are  always  long  and  tedious  in  anticipa- 
tion, but  when  they  have  to  be  encountered  in  the 
ascending  scale,  it  makes  the  journey  seem  formidable 
indeed.     Let  us  hope  the  goal  is  at  least  in  sight. 

He  briefly  referred  to  visits  made  to  Chapters  and 
"  Chapters  heard  from."  From  each  he  summed  up  that 
they  were  flourishing  and  prosperous. 

One  of  his  Chapters  wanted  to  communicate  the 
M.  E.  M.,  as  it  had  not  the  proper  "appointments,"  but 
he  would  have  none  of  it.     Full  measure  or  nothing. 

He  constituted  two  new  Chapters,  "  recognized  "  the 
official  notification  of  Utah's  creation,  sent  a  proxy  to 
look  at  the  Chapters  in  Southern  Oregon,  issued  several 
dispensations,  approved  by-laws,  and  retired  with  expres- 
sions of  gratitude  and  appreciation. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Seth  L.  Pope  was  reported 
ill,  and  a  committee  of  five  from  Grand  Chapter  was  sent 
to  visit  him,  bearing  sympathy  and  good  wishes.  Confined 
to  his  room  for  six  months  with  sciatica,  the  suffering 
Companion  appreciated  Grand  Chapter's  action. 

Grand  Secretary  Robinson's  report  indicated  the  pre- 
vailing epidemic — easy-going  Chapter  secretaries  at  the 
busy  period.  He  put  it  down  to  "  forgetfulness  or  inex- 
perience." Perhaps  he  has  not  yet  heard  of  the  "  sleeping 
sickness."  It  is  spreading  too,  and  if  the  disciplinary  rod 
is  not  kept  working,  that  "  Loose  Card  System  "  he  advo- 
cates will  hardly  reach  the  perfection  he  hopes  for  it. 

A  revision  of  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  by  a 
special  committee  was  to  be  reported  on,  but  the  result 
being  found  to  be  of  time-killing  length,  it  was  sent  back 
with  instructions  to  the  Committee  to  send  three  copies 
to  each  Chapter  and  re-submit  it  at  next  Annual  Convo- 
cation. An  addition  to  the  duties  of  the  Committee  arose 
out  of  a  resolution  to  have  a  uniform  code  of  by-laws 
proposed  for  the  Chapters. 

One  hundred  new  linen  aprons  were  decided  on  for 
Grand  Chapter  use. 


cxliv  APPENDIX 

M.  E.  Companion  H.  B.  Thielsen  dons  the  mantle  of 
the  late  Comp.  Hodson,  and  presents  his  initial  report  on 
Correspondence.  Canada  for  some  reason  had  not  come 
to  his  hand. 

"  I  feel  that  I  may  net  try  to  form  myself  on  the  example 
of  my  distinguished  predecessor,  but  must  hoe  my  own  row." 

As  "  the  man  with  the  hoe,"  he  knows  his  business 
and  covers  his  row  with  the  skill  of  a  veteran.   Welcome. 

Oscar  Hayter,  Dallas,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jas.  F.  Robinson,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 

Pennsylvania 

Chapters   .  .    134.  Members   .  .   31,695. 

The  volume  containing  the  record  of  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter's doings  carries  in  its  preparation  and  make-up  a 
reflection  of  the  dignity  so  characteristic  of  the  conduct 
of  the  meetings  themselves.  The  system  of  quarterly 
Convocations  preparing  the  way  for  the  Annual  gather- 
ing in  December  is  good,  if  to  distant  eyes,  somewhat 
ponderous.  But  everything  is  done  decently  and  in  order. 
An  artistic  colored  picture  of  the  museum  attached  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  library  is  a  welcome  addition,  and  gives  the 
reader  a  faint  idea  of  the  splendor  and  proportions  of  the 
Temple  in  Philadelphia. 

Visitors  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey  were 
admitted  and  welcomed  to  the  quarterly  in  March,  at 
which  much  routine  was  disposed  of.  The  claim  of  a 
widow  of  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest  was  promptly  and 
favorably  heard. 

The  Mark  Master  degree  was  exemplified  before 
closing. 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution  dealing  with  official 
insignia,  etc.,  were  taken  up  in  June,  and  the  report  of 
a  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  internal  man- 
agement of  one  of  the  Chapters  was  heard.  It  was  a 
revelation  of  incompetency,  and  the  report  was  sent 
forward  to  the  Jurisprudence  Committee. 
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A  new  Chapter  was  applied  for  from  Companions 
resident  at  McDonald.  The  Most  Excellent  degree  was 
exemplified. 

In  September  the  Grand  Secretary  presented  a  sta- 
tistical report,  and  the  Royal  Arch  work  was  witnessed. 
The  Trustees'  report  was  submitted  on  December  7th,  as 
were  also  those  of  the  Finance  and  Printing  Committees. 

The  deaths  of  Rev.  William  B.  Wood,  D.D.,  Grand 
Chaplain  of  "The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania,"  and  of  Companion  Wililiam  A.  Sinn,  late 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  announced. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  Grand  High 
Priest,  opened  the  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Grand 
Annual  Convocation  on  St.  John's  Day,  27th  December, 
191 1,  and  was  reinstalled  into  office.  His  address  was 
of  the  regulation  stamp,  and  covered  the  relation  of 
official  acts,  and  noted  the  departure  of  Companions 
summoned  by  death. 

He  rendered  a  number  of  decisions,  of  local  interest 
mainly.  In  one  he  disapproved  of  a  brother's  "  mark  "  in 
which  a  "  color  "  was  used  as  part  of  the  device. 

The  query  he  here  refers  to  will  sound  familiar  to 
readers  in  more  than  one  sequestered  vale: 

"  During  the  past  year  I  have  occasionally  heard  an  expres- 
sion similar  to  this:  'Is  there  no  way  of  getting  around  it?' 
referring  to  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  etc.  No  such  thought 
should  ever  enter  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason's  mind.  It 
should  be  his  first  and  only  desire  to  strictly  conform  to  all  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  as  well  as  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  By-l^aws  of  his  own  Chapter." 

Dutiful  and  informal  visitations  were  made  by  him 
to  many  Chapters,  and  to  Grand  Chapters  of  adjoining 
jurisdictions.  He  gave  credit  to  the  District  Deputies  for 
devotion  to  duty,  with  consequent  good  results. 

The  town  of  Austin  was  flooded  by  the  bursting  of  a 
dam  in  September,  and  many  Masonic  residents  suffered. 
Their  plea  for  assistance  was  not  unheard. 

10 


cxlvi  APPENDIX 

"  We  sympathize  deeply  with  our  Companions  who  were  so 
suddenly  stricken,  and  we  were  glad  to  be  able  to  come  to  their 
relief  so  promptly.  It  is  more  beautiful  to  practice  the  lessons 
of  Charity  or  Love  than  to  teach  them.  May  we  as  individual 
members  always  be  ready  to  act  promptly  when  the  need  is  at 
hand." 

In  the  hands  of  a  Committee  of  five  a  valuable  review 
of  the  proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Chapters  is  furnished 
in  the  appendix.  To  M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  B.  Meredith  was 
assigned  all  from  A.  to  E.,  and  therefore  included  Canada 
for  191 1;  His  inspection  was  thorough,  extracting  freely 
from  the  address  and  reports.  He  commended  the  Grand 
Z.  for  zeal  and  close  attention  to  official  duty,  and  seemed 
much  impressed  by  the  work  of  the  Grand  Superinten- 
dents. 

"  The  reports  from  one  hundred  and  forty-two  Chapters 
show  that  in  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  Chapters  the  Excellent 
Z.  can  work  all  the  degrees,  and  eight  he  cannot.  The  Grand  7. 
and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
this  condition.  We  incline  to  the  belief  that  there  are  few,  if 
any,  Jurisdictions  which  can  equal  this." 

Copious  extracts  are  made  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry,  and, 
taken  on  the  whole,  he  is  of  the  impression  that  Canada 
is  endeavoring  to  do  its  whole  duty. 

The  other  members  of  the  quintette  were  equally 
painstaking  in  their  allotted  tasks.  Comp.  Stocton  Bates 
is  a  "clipper,"  but,  as  he  himself  says: 

"  The  use  of  the  scissors  and  paste-pot  does  not  mean  that 
the  reviewer  is  either  lazy  or  a  '  padder.'  A  quotation  must  first 
have  been  read  and  have  had  sufficient  merit  to  induce  the  re- 
viewer to  quote  it.  Now  then,  if  a  new  thought  is  born  of  the 
union,  then  comes  the  comment." 

And  one  wonders  if  Comp.  Core  had  in  mind  the  re- 
modelled, re-costumed  and  generally  elaborated  M.  E.  M. 
when,  under  Michigan,  he  comments  on  the  Grand 
Lecturer's  plea  for  a  rewriting  of  the  entire  ritual. 

"  We  suppose  that  it  ought  to  be  done  in  order  to  bring  it 
up  to  the  modern  ideas  which  seem  to  pervade  Capitular  Mason- 
ry, and  so  that  it  might  successfully  compete  with  other  or  similar 
organizations." 
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The  Michigan  man  had  remarked  that  he  had  read 
that  the  wearing  of  a  crown  was  part  of  the  clothing  of  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  curious  to 
know  if  that  is  the  case.    Comp.   Core,  in  reply,  said: 

"  It  is  now,  ever  has  been,  and  (we  hope)  ever  shall  be  a 
part  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason's  clothing  in  Pennsylvania." 

One  hopes  there  is  no  resultant  headache  when  the 
boys  finally  retire. 

A  good  Scotchman  was  present  at  a  meeting  at  which 
an  eminent  Shakespearean  scholar  lectured  on  hjs  favorite 
author.  At  the  close,  the  Scot  approached  the  lecturer, 
and  the  following  dialogue  took  place: 

"  Ye  think  a  fine  lot  o'  Shakespeare,  doctor?  " 

"  I  do,  sir,"  was  the  emphatic  reply. 

"  An'  ye  think  he  was  mair  clever  than  Rabbie 
Burns?" 

"  Why,  there  is  no  comparison  between  them." 

"  Maybe  no ;  but  ye  telt  us  th'  nicht  it  was  Shakes- 
peare who  wrote  'Uneasy  lies  the  heid  that  wears  a 
croon.'  Now,  Rabbie  would  never  hae  written  sic  non- 
sense as  that." 

"Nonsense,  sir?"  cried  the  indignant  doctor. 

"  Aye,  juist  nonsense.  Rabbie  would  hae  kent  that  a 
king,  or  a  queen  either,  disna  gang  to  bed  wi'  the  croon 
on  his  head.    He  will  hang  it  over  th'  back  o'  a  chair." 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  Media,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia,  Grand  Secretary. 

Quebec 

Chapters   .  .    n.  Members   .  .    1,383. 

It  was  the  immediate  Past  Grand  Z.,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Edward  A.  Evans,  who  presided  over  the  Thirty-fifth 
Annual  Convocation  in  Montreal's  Masonic  Temple  on 
27th  March,  19 12.     Illness  of  a  protracted  nature  was 
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responsible  for  the  absence  of  the  Grand  First  Principal, 
M.  E.  Comp.  Theodore  A.  Emmans,  a  circumstance 
unusual  and  deeply  regretted  by  the  many  Companions 
present. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  as  the  Senior  Past  Grand 
First  Principal  of  Grand  Chapter,  said  he  felt  sure  he 
voiced  the  feelings  of  every  Companion  in  expressing 
sincere  regret  at  the  illness  which  prevented  their  Grand 
First  Principal  from  occupying  his  chair  at  this  Convo- 
cation,' and  he  would  move,  seconded  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
Geo.  O.  Stanton: 

"  That  Grand  Chapter  place  on  record  its  deep  regret  that 
owing  to  illhealth  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Theodore  A.  Emmans  is  con- 
fined to  his  home  and  prevented  from  occupying  the  Chair  of 
Grand  First  Principal  Z.  at  this  session.  That  the  sincere  sym- 
pathy of  the  Companions  be  extended  to  him  with  the  hope  that 
he  may  be  speedily  restored  to  accustomed  health  and  vigour." — 
Carried  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.,  M.  E.  Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte, 
read  the  address  of  the  absent  Grand  Z. 

It  touched  upon  the  events  which  occasioned  his 
absence,  and  particularly  did  he  dwell  upon  the  premoni- 
tions which  tempted  him  to  decline  the  honor  of  election 
in  the  previous  year.  The  kindness  and  persuasions  of 
his  friends  and  Companions  prevailed,  and  he  had  been 
duly  installed. 

"  At  this  time  I  was  considerably  improved  in  health,  and 
the  encouragement  led  me  to  believe  that  the  summer  in  the 
country  might  find  me  much  stronger,  but,  unfortunately,  a  re- 
lapse after  my  return  to  the  city  prevented  my  being  able  to  make 
any  visits  or  take  an  active  part  in  the  personal  supervision  of 
the  various  Chapters." 

He  made  feeling  reference  to  the  death  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
George  Otis  Tyler,  Past  Grand  Second  Principal,  a 
devoted  member  and  adherent  of  Grand  Chapter. 

He  urged  the  necessity  for  examination  as  to  pro- 
ficiency in  candidates  before  advancing,  and  cited  Grand 
Lodge  as  an  example;  but  if  the  latter  does  not  complete 
its  work  along  that  line  with  the  Master  Mason,  as  one 
or  two  Grand  Chapters  across  the  border  have  stated,  the 
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question  arises  as  to  the  shoulders  on  which  the  responsi- 
bility should  rest.  The  Grand  Lodge  having  conferred 
the  final  degree,  invariably  leaves  the  recipient  to  com- 
plete his  education  as  he  pleases.  The  third  catechism 
which  he  should  acquire  is  not  imparted  to  him.  How, 
then,  is  he  to  face  an  examination  under  a  new  authority, 
not  being  equipped  with  the  material  to  encounter  it  ?  It 
is  this  palpable  hitch  that  encourages  laxity  in  subsequent 
similar  requirements. 

Most  encouraging  reports  were  received  from  the 
district  Superintendents,  to  whose  zealous  work,  with 
that  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  much  of  the  effectiveness 
of  the  Chapter  is  due. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.'s  report  showed  an  increase 
financially  and  numerically.  Of  the  eleven  Chapters  on 
the  roll,  eight  show  an  increase  of  88,  two  have  a  decrease 
of  three,  while  one  is  stationary,  a  net  increase  of  85 ;  one 
Chapter  only  not  making  any  additions  to  the  member- 
ship. The  additions  to  the  membership  total  exactly  the 
same  as  last  year,  but  deductions  in  suspensions  are  much 
less. 

As  usual,  the  report  from  Grand  Lecturer  Phillips 
showed  an  active  personal  interest  that  was  clearly 
infectious. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Chambers  presents  as  usual  a  well 
"boiled  down",  yet  instructive,  review  of  the  Grand 
Chapters.  He  has  the  happy  faculty  of  saying  the  right 
thing  in  concise  terms  and  in  the  right  place.  His 
inspection  of  Canada  for  191 2  is  generous  and  favorable, 
and,  notwithstanding  many  glaring  blemishes,  is  disposed 
to  deal  charitably  with  the  reporter's  efforts.  To  our  opin- 
ions of  the  "  up-to-date  "  progressive  lawmaker  in  Ma- 
sonry he  sets  the  seal  of  his  approval. 

"  Modernity  within,  with  its  pernicious  breed  of  new-fangled 
enactments  having  no  claim  to  constitutional  legitimacy,  is  a 
much  more  insidious  foe  than  any  of  the  medievalism  which 
assails  the  Craft  from  without  and  furnishes  the  text  for  so 
many  quixotic  homilies  against  the  windmill  that  grinds  out 
nothing  more  injurious  to  the  Fraternity  than  the  mere  empty 
words  and  phrases  of  harmless  encyclicals  and  bulls." 
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In  noting  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Utah,  which  Quebec  fraternally  recognizes,  he  remarks : 

"  The  General  Grand  High  Priest  was  present  and  took  part 
in  the  proceedings.  In  fact  it  was  only  by  virtue  of  a  written 
authorization  from  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  United 
States  that  the  Chapters  met  and  acted  as  they  did." 

"It  seems  somewhat  strange  to  Canadians  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  act  so  completely  by  and  of  their  own  free  will  in 
asserting  Masonic  independence  to  find  such  an  utter  absence  of 
democratic  procedure  under  similar  circumstances  on  the  part 
of  neighbouring  Masonic  Companions  who  are  popularly  sup- 
posed to  have  far  less  regard  for  autocratic  supervision  than  their 
northern  neighbors." 

Companion  Chambers  is  one  of  the  veterans  of  the 
few  among  the  reviewers  who  has  earned  his  guerdon  for 
long  and  meritorious  service,  this  being  his  twenty-sixth 
contribution.  May  he  long  continue  one  of  the  gallant 
band  whose  valiant  efforts  amid  hostile  surroundings  are 
appreciated  by  those  who  are  cognizant  of  the  untiring 
sleepless  enemy,  who  is  never  so  keen  to  strike  as  when 
the  small,  but  heroic,  Masonic  phalanx  exhibits  for  a 
moment  a  weak  spot  in  its  defensive  front.  The  example 
of  Quebec  may,  one  day,  even  in  the  not  remote  future,  be 
an  inspiration  for  those  who  in  easy  confidence  now 
regard  the  Masonic  citadel  as  impregnable,  but  who  may 
be  awakened  to  the  perilous  nearness  of  attack  when  they 
least  expect  it.  The  signs  are  not  lacking  even  now  of  the 
noiseless  activity  of  the  insidious  foe. 

Companion  Chambers'  closing  words  are  impressive: 

"  The  Chapter  degrees  should  be  taken  by  every  Master 
Mason  who  desires  to  obtain  the  genuine  secrets  of  the  Master 
Mason's  degree.  These  degrees  are  too  beautiful  and  their 
teachings  too  important  to  be  treated  as  a  mere  qualification  for 
some  other  rite.  For  the  Templar  degrees  the  Royal  Arch  is  a 
prerequisite.  Those  who  drop  the  Chapter  after  becoming 
Knights  should  never  have  had  the  Capitular  degrees  conferred 
upon  them. 

"  We  know  that  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  to  insist  that  no  Master  Mason  should  be 
permitted  to  attain  any  so-called  higher  degrees  whatever,  with- 
out passing  through  the  Arch.  No  thoughtful  Mason  will  desire 
to  proceed  further  before  attaining  all  the  genuine  secrets  of  a 
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Master  Mason,  and  no  candidate  who  is  compelled  to  take  the 
Capitular  degrees  as  a  pre-requisite  to  the  Scottish  Rite,  against 
his  own  particular  desire,  will  prove  any  credit  to  the  Royal 
Craft.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  can  afford  to  do  without  such 
members  and  is  too  valuable  and  too  beautiful  an  organization 
to  be  used  as  a  mere  passageway  to  any  other  rite." 

J.  Alex.  Cameron,  Montreal,  Grand  Z. 
Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Rhode  Island 

Chapters   ..    10.  Members   ..  4,111. 

The  premier  Chapter  under  Rhode  Island's  Constitu- 
tion dates  from  1793,  or  a  few  years  before  Grand 
Chapter  was  organized.  This  is  Providence,  No.  1,  and 
its  membership  at  last  report  was  1946.  The  tenth 
Chapter  Landmark,  No.  10,  Phenix,  was  constituted  in 
1871,  and  now  has  245  members.  Over  forty  years  have 
passed,  and  now  the  eleventh  Chapter  is  heralded  in  the 
formation  of  Narragansett  under  dispensation. 

Still  another  loomed  possible  in  an  application  from 
Companions  resident  at  Riverside,  and  sent  a  year  pre- 
viously, but  as  it  lacked  the  necessary  recommendation 
from  the  nearest  existing  Chapter,  nothing  was  done. 

From  all  of  which  it  is  clear  that  "  Little  Rhody  "  is 
progressing,  and  at  the  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
Annual  Convocation  held  in  the  Providence  Freemasons' 
Hall  on  12th  March,  191 2,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
C.  Knight,  stated  that,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the 
Chapters  were  prosperous. 

Among  those  recorded  as  having  passed  to  the 
"  beyond  "  was  the  Rev.  William  N.  Ackley,  who  was 
Grand  High  Priest  in  1878-9.  The  deceased  Companion, 
although  a  member  of  a  peaceful  profession,  had,  during 
his  life's  voyage,  encountered  near  its  close  some  stormy 
periods.  He  was  born,  raised  and  educated  in  Con- 
necticut, and  was  there  ordained  into  the  ministry  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  labored  in  that  State  until  1873, 
when  he  accepted  a  charge   in  Rhode   Island,   and  was 
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rector  at  Warren  and  Narragansett  Pier  for  twenty-one 
years.  A  call  to  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Brooklyn,  N.Y., 
occasioned  his  removal  in  1894.  His  biographer  goes  on 
to  state  that: 

"  In  the  latter  days  some  disagreement  arose  between  the 
vestry  of  that  Church  and  Bro.  Ackley,  and,  though  upheld  by 
the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  and  the  majority  of  his  parishioners, 
and  vindicated  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  what  the  treatment  he  received  from  his  Vestrymen 
preyed  upon  his  sensitive  nature  to  such  an  extent  as  to  hasen, 
if  it  did  not  directly  cause,  his  death." 

"  His  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bishop  Frederick 
Burgess,  assisted  by  thirty-two  clergymen  of  the  Diocese,  and  so 
well  known  and  much  loved  was  he  there,  that  more  than  a 
thousand  persons  were  unable  to  gain  admission  to  the  Church." 

At  the  close  of  the  funeral  service,  an  informal  meet- 
ing of  the  clergy  was  held,  at  which  eloquent  and  touching 
expressions  of  appreciation  and  sympathy  were  adopted. 

Dr.  Ackley  has  left  a  lasting  impress  for  good  upon 
the  various  Masonic  bodies  in  which  he  was  so  active  for 
many  years,  and  in  the  several  parishes  in  which  he 
resided.  "  Those  who  knew  him  well  are  better  and 
nobler  men  and  Masons  because  of  association  with 
him." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  visited  the  premier  Chapter  in 
January,  191 1,  and  witnessed  the  reception  of  the 
"  Traveling  Triangle  "  presented  to  them  by  St.  Paul's 
Chapter  of  Boston, 

"  which  was  a  very  pretty  and  pleasant  occasion  to  witness,  one 
Chapter  extending  fraternal  greetings  to  another,  there  being 
about  200  from  Boston  to  extend  such  greetings." 

He  visited  one  other  Chapter,  and  was  compelled  to 
decline  many  tempting  invitations  from  outside  points. 

He  instituted  the  new  Chapter  at  East  Greenwich  in 
January,  1912,  there  being  fifty-five  petitioners;  but  as 
none  of  the  fifty-five  put  in  an  appearance  at  Grand 
Chapter  the  dispensation  was  continued. 

Interesting  reports  were  furnished  by  the  officers 
assigned  to  visit  the  Chapters,  as  were  those  submitted 
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by  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer,  the  latter 
snowing  Grand  Chapter's  wealth  to  be  $9,569. 

The  Finance  Committee  stated  that  both  those  officers 
served  faithfully  and  long,  the  Grand  Secretary  being  in 
harness  for  thirty-six  years,  and  his  colleague  for  twenty- 
three. 

M.  E.  Companion  S.  Penrose  Williams  follows  with  a 
capital  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  in  which  Canada 
for  19 1 2  receives  favorable  notice.  He  remarked  on  the 
attendance. 

"  That  there  should  have  been  42  Chapters  not  represented 
is  not  strange  when  we  consider  the  '  magnificent  distances '  com- 
prehended in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

Nebraska's  law  forbidding  Chapters  to  make  provision 
for  life  membership  drew  from  him  the  following,  to 
which  we  agree : 

"  This  looks  like  an  unwarranted  interference  with  the  in- 
herent rights  of  the  Chapter.  Regulation  fixing  a  minimum  fee 
to  be  charged  for  life  membership  and  for  safeguarding  the  funds 
received  from  the  fees  might  very  properly  engage  the  attention 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  the  reason  for  forbidding  the  Chap- 
ters from  having  a  life  membership  clause  in  their  by-laws  is 
not  apparent." 

Under  Ohio,  where  some  hot  discussion  arose  in 
regard  to  the  compulsory  registration  of  a  brother's 
"  Mark,"  he  pertinently  and  sensibly  remarks : 

"  We  wonder  if  it  has  occurred  to  Grand  High  Priests  and 
the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  not  only  in  Ohio,  but  in  other 
jurisdictions  as  well,  that  the  neglect  and  indifference  shown  by 
the  rank  and  file  in  regard  to  the  Mark,  is  but  their  sober,  silent 
verdict 'as  to  its  value.  Perhaps  the  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of 
Ohio's  members  are  right  in  regarding  the  continuance  of  the 
custom  of  recording  a  mark,  as  a  useless  formality.  We  are  not 
sure  but  that  we  agree  with  them  in  their  stand,  for  there  doesn't 
seem  to  be  much  reason  for  the  Mark  in  this  day  and  generation. 
There  need  be  no  fear  that  Masons  or  Royal  Arch  Masons,  will 
rebel  against  or  set  at  defiance,  any  real  or  vital  custom  of  the 
Craft  in  the  manner  they  seem  inclined  to  treat  this  matter." 

In  another  case,  where  a  Grand  High  Priest  decided 
that  "A  petition  to  a  subordinate  Chapter  for  the  degrees, 
which  has  been  read  and  referred  to  a  committee,  cannot 
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be  withdrawn  upon  the  application  of  the  petitioner,"  he 
hits  the  nail  squarely  on  the  head  thus : 

"  We  wonder  why.  We  had  always  supposed  that  a  peti- 
tioner must  approach  our  altar  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord. 
After  having  presented  an  application,  the  petitioner  may  see,  or 
think  that  he  sees,  something  in  the  institution  that  is  repugnant 
to  him,  or  he  may  meet  with  reverses  which  would  make  it  un- 
wise for  him  to  give  his  money  for  that  which  must  be  classed 
with  life's  luxuries  at  a  time  when  it  is  needed  to  satisfy  life's 
necessities.  A  score  of  reasons  might  arise  to  cause  him  to 
change  his  mind.  He  has  a  right  to  change  his  mind.  Have  we 
a  right  to  say  that  he  shall  not  do  so ?  'A  wise  man  may  change 
his  mind,  it  is  the  fool  that  never  does.'  " 

Companion  Williams,  in  his  comments,  dealing  with 
the  growing  desire  to  "  rule,"  "  decide  "  and  "  legislate," 
views  the  point  or  question  from  the  standpoint  of  Free- 
masonry and  common  sense,  and  in  that  light  his  contri- 
butions will  be  of  untold  value  to  his  Companions.  He  is 
a  worthy  successor  to  the  late  M.  E.  Comp.  Rugg,  and  we 
are  glad  to  reiterate  our  prediction  of  a  year  ago,  and 
congratulate  Rhode  Island  and  the  Guild. 

Herbert  Bliss,  Newport,  Grand  High  Priest. 
William  R.  Greene,  Providence,  Grand  Secretary. 

Scot/and 

Chapters   .  .  Members   .  . 

Quarterly  Convocations  were  held  in  June  and  Sep- 
tember, and  their  record,  all  to  hand,  is  embraced  in 
reports  of  Committees  and  their  confirmation  by  Grand 
Chapter.  At  the  former,  after  the  endorsation  of 
minutes,  the  attention  of  the  Supreme  Chapter  was  drawn 
to  the  bearing  of  the  Secret  Societies  Act  upon  any 
arrangement  which  might  be  made  in  regard  to  the  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  Degree,  and  the  matter  was  referred 
to  Supreme  Committee. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Z.  congratulated  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  upon  the  state  of  the  funds.  These  are  only 
slightly  under  the  total  of  last  year,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  no  less  a  sum  than  £934  had  been  written  off, 
by  far  the  largest  part  of  which  is  still  represented  by 
actual  properties  belonging  to  Supreme  Chapter. 
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The  recommendation  of  Supreme  Committee  for  a 
special  grant  of  £5  from  the  Charity  Fund  to  the  Walker 
Arnott  Memorial  Fund,  at  Jaffa,  was  approved. 

It  was  reported  with  much  satisfaction  that  a  decision 
had  just  been  pronounced  by  the  Court  of  Session  in 
favor  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  declaring  that  the 
Charity  Funds  were  not  in  the  same  position  as  a 
Friendly  Society,  but  were  truly  benevolent  in  their  con- 
stitution, and  therefore  free  from  any  claim  for  duty. 

The  deputy  Grand  Z.  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  year  four  Chapters  celebrate  their  jubilee,  namely, 
Nos.  89,  Border  Union,  Hawick;  90,  Felix,  Aden;  91, 
Dairy,  Ayrshire ;  and  92,  St.  John,  Alloa.  These  were 
all  granted  in  1862,  that  of  91  being  to  a  Chapter  under 
an  Irish  Encampment  Charter. 

In  September  the  Committee  inter  alia  reported  in 
connection  with  the  petition  and  application  of  Chapter 
Josiah,  No.  26,  for  permission  to  meet  at  three  distinct 
places.  It  was  decided  to  grant  the  latter  application  as 
regards  Dalbeattie  only,  in  addition  to  Castle  Douglas. 

Grand  Scribe  E.  was  directed  to  arrange  for  a  Royal 
Arch  Jewel  being  provided  for  the  use  of  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  at  its  convocations. 

The  terms  of  mutual  recognition  offered  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Western  Australia,  and  similar  to  those 
offered  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South  Wales,  were 
referred  to.  The  Committee  took  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing the  feelings  of  respect  and  good-will  of  the 
Scottish  Craft  to  the  brethren  of  these  sister  Constitu- 
tions whose  joint  sovereignty,  as  it  at  present  exists  in 
these  Districts,  they  are  willing  to  recognize ;  but  they 
were  unable  to  perceive  any  good  reason  why  they  should 
cede  their  present  rights  entirely  or  compel  a  change  of 
allegiance  of  the  strong,  earnest  and  influential  body  of 
Chapters  holding  charters  from  Scotland.  The  complete 
system  of  degrees  under  the  Scottish  Constitution  would 
have  to  be  sacrificed,  by  such  a  change,  for  the  more 
divided  and  confused  practice  prevailing  in  regard  to  the 
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Mark  degree,  etc.,  in  Chapters  and  Constitutions  having 
an  English  origin. 

So  that  the  Australian  appeal  for  distinct  jurisdiction 
is  still  in  abeyance,  and  Scotland  maintains  its  grasp  on 
the  principle,  "  What  we  have,  we  hold." 

Col.  R.  King  Stewart,  of  Murdostoun,  Grand  Z. 

Alfred  A.  A.  Murray,  Edinburgh,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

South  Carolina 

Chapters   .  .   31.  Members   .  .   2,750. 

The  artistic  cover  of  the  volume  that  tells  us  of  what 
the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  South  Carolina  did  at  their 
One  hundred  and  first  Annual  Convocation  on  February 
13th,  1912,  pictorially  reminds  one  of  the  luxurious 
growth  of  that  distant  relative  of  the  genus  cabbage, 
which  gave  to  the  good  old  State  in  the  days  of  long  ago 
the  familiar  name,  not  likely  to  have  been  discarded  when 
even  another  century  shall  have  dawned  for  a  new  genera- 
tion of  Companions. 

Chester,  which,  let  us  predict,  will  have  grown  into  a 
mighty  city  then,  gave  hearty  welcome  to  the  Masonic 
visitors,  in  which  the  civic  element  cheerily  led,  their 
hospitable  sentiments  being  voiced  by  Comp.  M.  S.  Lewis, 
representing  the  Mayor  and  aldermen. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  Jas.  L.  Michie,  responsive 
to  the  kindly  intent,  like  a  true  Scotsman,  broke  into 
verse  as  an  introduction  to  his  address.  Having  ex- 
pressed sympathy  with  the  Grand  Chaplain,  who  was  just 
then  recovering  from  a  serious  operation,  he  stated  that 
Azrael  had  not  made  a  call  on  any  of  the  official  staff 
during  his  year.  He  is  one  of  the  few  who  has  deposed 
the  "  grim  reaper  "  in  favor  of  something  less  suggestive. 
Well,  the  visitor  by  any  other  mythical  name,  will  get 
there,  sooner  or  later,  just  the  same. 

"You  will  all  be  glad  to  know  that  the  utmost  peace  and 
harmony  prevails  throughout  the  entire  Jurisdiction,  and  that  the 
noble  emulation  of  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree  seems  to 
permeate  every  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Craft." 


APPENDIX  clvii 

Surely  he  did  not  suppose  that  his  hearers  expected  to 
be  told  otherwise,  or  that  he  imagined  for  a  moment  that 
an  outbreak  of  the  Donnybrook  variety  would  have  been 
pleasant  news.  Such  statements  coming  under  profane 
observation  might  possibly  provoke  the  suggestion  that 
harmony  in  Masonic  circles  was  not  the  normal  condition. 

He  refused  a  dispensation  to  expedite  the  passage  of 
a  candidate  whose  goal  was  the  Shrine.    Quite  right. 

His  eighteen  granted  dispensations  are  explained  in  an 
ornate  stanza  of  four  lines,  and  one  to  which  he  gave 
prominence  as  a  specialty  was  to  receive  the  petition  of 
an  applicant  who  enjoyed  the  rare  possession  of  a  stiff 
ankle. 

The  monotony  of  his  term  was  unrelieved  by  the 
customary  numerous  appeals  for  enlightenment  on  knotty 
problems.  He  did,  however,  receive  one  poser,  for  which 
South  Carolina's  Capitular  law,  singularly  enough,  did  not 
provide  a  solution.  "How  long  must  a  Master, Mason 
reside  in  this  Jurisdiction  before  his  petition  for  degrees 
can  be  entertained  by  a  subordinate  Chapter?"  A  con- 
flict of  opinion  was  presented  on  examination,  but, 
endeavoring  to  strike  the  happy  mean,  he  found  himself 
between  the  profane,  whose  acquaintance  should  be  more 
than  of  the  passing  kind,  and  the  brother,  whose  Masonic 
standing  was  a  certificate  in  itself,  so  he  concluded  that 
six  months  was  a  fair  limit. 

To  register  a  Mark  by  a  brother  before  exaltation  is 
mandatory  in  South  Carolina,  where,  like  many  other 
places,  they  enact  laws  which  are  occasionally  honored  in 
the  breach.  The  truth  is  that  intelligent  brethren  can  see 
nothing  to  be  gained  in  following  up  a  cUstom  which  has 
outlived  its  usefulness  if,  during  its  speculative  tenure,  it 
ever  had  any,  and  see  no  harm  in  its  discontinuance,  and 
while  such  is,  no  doubt,  a  violation  of  law  which  cannot 
be  defended,  there  is  no  question  but  that  the  observance 
of  an  obsolete  custom  becomes  distasteful,  because  absurd. 
The  Grand  High  Priest  evidently  was  of  such  mind,  for 
he  said,  "Notwithstanding  this  positive  requirement  of 
our  law,  I  find  very  few  Chapters  that  enforce  it  literally, 
and  a  few  that  pay  no  attention  to  it  whatever.     I  would 
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like  to  get  a  decided  opinion  from  this  Grand  Body  as  to 
the  enforcement,  modification  or  repeal  of  this  law."  The 
"  enforcement"  was  decided  upon.    Alas. 

Evidently  he  is  a  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  open  con- 
fession. "  Like  many  another  Grand  High  Priest,  I  fully 
intended  to  make  quite  a  number  of  visits  to  subordinate 
Chapters,  but  circumstances,  of  one  sort  or  another,  pre- 
vented me."    He. visited  four  Chapters  during  the  year. 

One  of  the  Chapters  was  afflicted  by  fire,  which  con- 
sumed all  its  belongings.  'They  asked  for  a  duplicate 
charter.  He  wrote,  saying  that  the  request  would  be 
submitted  to  Grand  Chapter,  but  meantime  they  were  to 
proceed  as  usual,  and  should  a  visitor  chance  to  be  over- 
curious,  explain  the  situation  and  exhibit  his  letter.  The 
"  actual  presence  "  he  does  not  believe  in,  holding  that 
the  charter,  or  written  document,  is  only  attested  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  the  Chapter  whose  name  it  bears  is  a 
legally  constituted  Chapter  under  the  Grand  Jurisdiction 
that  issues  the  same,  and  that  the  loss  or  absence  of  such 
written  evidence  does  not  invalidate  any  work  a  duly 
constituted  Chapter  might  do. 

The  proposed  Masonic  Home  hangs  fire,  and  he  had  a 
word  to  say  thereon. 

"  The  funds  of  this  proposed  institution  are  not  growing  so 
rapidly  as  we  would  all  wish.  The  trustees  now  have  a  fund  on 
hand  of  about  $65,000,  which  has  been  safely  invested,  waiting 
till  a  sufficient  sum  is  actually  on  hand  to  justify  the  trustees  in 
advertising  for  a  suitable  location." 

Two  only  of  the  Chapters  had  contributed  during  the 
year,  and  he  wanted  to  know  what  the  others  were  think- 
ing about.  He  recommended  a  thousand  dollars  from 
Grand  Chapter,  and  it  was  so  agreed. 

He  likewise  recommended  fraternal  recognition  to  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  Idaho,  Wyoming,  Utah,  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria  and  Western  Australia,  and  request  an 
exchange  of  Representatives.  Reduction  on  taking  a 
quantity,  like  the  anti-fat  recipe. 

The  "  Texas  plan,"  or  the  fusion  of  the  Capitular  with 
the  Cryptic  degrees,  he  favored;  and  urged  Grand  Chapter 
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not  to  consider  it  lightly.    Grand  Chapter  resolved  to  copy 
Texas. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  the  majority  of  the 
Chapters  favored  a  change  of  date  from  February  to 
April,  and  when  the  amendment  was  put  to  Grand 
Chapter,  "  That  there  shall  be  one  Annual  Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,"  to  be  held  on  Second  Tuesday  in 
April,  it  was  adopted  unanimously.  How  would  it  have 
gone  if  two  or  perhaps  three  Annuals  had  been  asked  for? 

Grand  Secretary  O.  Frank  Hart,  whose  salary  was 
doubled,  and  whose  allowance  for  the  Correspondence 
report  was  increased  by  fifty  dollars,  is  slated  for  the 
authorship  of  that  report,  although  M.  E.  Comp.  Michie 
signs  it.  In  any  case  the  report  is  the  real  thing,  no 
matter  who  shoulders  the  responsibility  and  pockets  the 
honorarium. 

He  (who?)  opens  with  a  confession  that  the  report 
for  1909  was  written  by  himself  (  ?)  without  disclosing 
his  identity,  and  shakes  hands  with  himself  that  he  so 
closely  copied  the  late  Companion  Barron's  style  that  the 
latter  was  given  credit  for  the  work,  and  as  this  was  done 
with  "  malice  aforethought,"  actuated  by  kindliest  mo- 
tives to  the  then  stricken  Grand  Secretary,  he  indulges  in 
pardonable  exultation  that  the  secret,  which  was  confined 
to  a  bare  quartette — one  of  whom  is  a  lady — had  never 
leaked  out.    "Attest,"  O.  Frank. 

The  report  before  us  is  hardly  to  be  accepted  as  an- 
other effort  at  mirroring  the  style  of  his  predecessor.  On 
the  contrary,  he  is  quite  himself,  and  a  self  of  a  style  all 
his  own.  He  enjoyed  himself  with  Canada,  and  inci- 
dentally introduces  himself  as  a  Scot  born  and  bred.  He 
was  made  a  Mason  in  that  bonnie  land,  and  there  he 
received  his  Royal  Airch.  He  loves  the  old  spot  still, 
"with  all  its   faults." 

Commenting  on  the  Michigan  incident  where  the 
Canadian  Grand  Secretary  was  requested  to  append  the 
official  signature  and  seal  to  the  dimit  of  a  Companion 
who  desired  to  affiliate  with  a  Wolverine  Chapter,  he 
said: 
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"  We  think  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  committee 
who  approved  '  the  action  taken  by  the  M.  E.  Companion,'  do  not 
understand  the  position  taken  by  the  Chapter  in  Michigan." 

Companion  Michie  is  right  in  that  surmise  at  all 
events.  It  may  be  added  that  they  do  not  understand  It 
yet.  The  request  was  not  an  outcome  of  any  legal  enact- 
ment of  Michigan's  Grand  Chapter,  and  we  doubt  whether 
Michigan's  good  sense  would  stand  any  such  attempt  at 
lawgiving.  It  was  merely  the  opinion  of  an  ephemeral 
ruler,  handed  out  as  a  "  decision,"  and  which,  if  our  good 
Companion  had  studied  the  argument,  he  would  have 
hardly  agreed  with.  There  is  little  doubt  that  he  will 
recall  his  own  experience.  Had  his  dimit,  when  he  pre- 
sented it  to  a  South  Carolina  Chapter,  created  doubt  as 
to  its  legitimacy,  his  Scotch  blood  would  have  boiled.  It 
was  backed,  however,  by  his  Grand  Chapter  parchment 
certificate,  signed  and  sealed  in  Auld  Reekie  by  the  Grand 
Secretary.  Canadian  Companions  are  similarly  equipped, 
and  the  Grand  Secretary  in  Canada  has  no  occasion  to 
duplicate  the  certificate  already  issued  under  such  circum- 
stances, nor  is  it  his  duty  to  interfere  with  a  document 
issued  by  a  private  Chapter.  Moreover,  no  Grand 
Chapter  can  "  decide "  what  an  executive  official  of 
another  Grand  Chapter  shall  or  shall  not  do.  The  inci- 
dent is  happily  of  unusual  occurrence,  and  may  charitably 
be  put  down  to  the  unconsidered  hasty  judgment  of  an 
individual.     It  is  done  with  now. 

In  reply  to  his  query  as  to  "  who  pays  the  fiddler  "  in 
connection  with  the  "  knife  and  fork  "  degree  associated 
with  Chapter  gatherings  in  Canada,  we  can  inform  him, 
without  giving  anything  away,  that  the  cultivation  of  the 
social  virtue  is  an  old-time  custom  handed  down  from 
pre-colonial  times,  and  its  expense  is  borne  by  the  Com- 
panions, who  recognize  in  its  observance  a  powerful 
cementing  factor. 

Comp.  Michie  regards  the  old  country  reports  just  as 
the  average  American  reviewer,  new  to  the  work,  has  done 
for  many  years.  Few  of  them  can  summon  courage 
enough  to  pass  the  proclamation  of  England's  Grand 
Master,  which,  if  the  latter  happens  to  be  a  royal  person- 
age, has  to  be  reproduced  in  extenso,  it  is  so  excruciat- 
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ingly  funny.  In  spite  of  Comp.  Michie's  bringing-up,  he 
has  absorbed  enough  of  the  American  virus  as  to  become 
more  than  one  of  themselves,  and  now  it  comes  natural 
to  "  do  in  Rome  as  the  Romans  do." 

The  penalty  of  greatness,  as  revealed  in  the  string  of 
titles  attached  to  the  name  of  England's  Grand  Master,  is 
probably  less  welcome  to  that  exalted  Mason  than  the 
gingerbread  prefixes  to  be  obtained  at  so  much  per,  by 
the  severely  democratic,  yet  ambitious,  high  riters,  who 
ache  to  hear  themselves  addressed  as  "Thrice  Exalted 
Sovereign,"  "Illustrious  and  Refulgent  Prince"  or  "Most 
Puissant  Sir  Knight  This-or-that,"  privileged  to  flash 
their  consecrated  blades  and  confer  the  accolade  on  other 
aspirants  for  the  golden  spurs,  and  distribute  dainty 
cards  bearing  the  embossed  record  of  many  achievements 
procured  at  the  current  tariff.  It  is  a  matter  of  specula- 
tion as  to  which  would  be  most  amused,  the  manly  and 
modest  bearer  of  the  genuine  honors,  or  the  thinly-veiled 
contempt  of  him  who  carries  on  his  pasteboard  the 
announcement  of  purchased  high-sounding  claims  to 
"  tin  "  greatness  that  would  put  to  blush  the  perquisites 
and  possessions  of  a  belted  earl  at  least. 

Environment  is  responsible  for  much,  and  if  the  effects 
of  early  training  have  in  these  latter  days  been  so  clouded 
by  it  as  to  almost  occasion  lapse  of  memory,  we  have 
Comp.  Michie's  assurance  that,  spite  of  her  many  faults, 
his  affection  for  the  old  home  land,  where  they  rear 
princes  and  respect  titles,  is  still  rooted  somewhere 
beneath  the  casing  that  proclaims  him  a  citizen  of  no 
mean  country,  where  snobbery  is  tabooed,  occasionally, 
and  where  all  men  are  free  and  equal,  now  and  again. 
Felicitations  on  his  re-election. 

James  L.  Miehie,  Darlington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

O.  Frank  Hart,  Columbia,  Grand  Secretary. 

South  Dakota 

Chapters   .  .   36.  Members   .  .   3,094. 

A  handsome  volume,  handsomely  and  profusely  illus- 
trated and  prefaced  by  the  artistically  executed  portrait 
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of  a  good-looking  gentleman,  Jacob  J.  Nissen  to  wit, 
Grand  High  Priest,  is  the  offering  of  the  jurisdiction 
recording  its  Twenty-third  Annual  Convocation  held  in 
the  City  of  Deadwood  on  June  13th,  1912. 

What  Deadwood  was,  what  Deadwood  is,  and  some- 
thing of  Deadwood's  weird  surroundings,  with  specimens 
of  the  inactive  material  from  which  it  may  have  derived 
its  name,  are  among  the  pictorial  contributions  to  the  very 
attractive  make-up.  The  contrast  between  the  Camp  of 
1876  and  the  city  of  to-day  shows  to  what  lengths  the 
woolly  west  can  go  when  its  mind  is  made  up  that  way. 

Deadwood  was  the  Mecca  for  Capitular  South  Dakota 
in  the  leafy  month  of  the  year,  and  many  journeyed  there, 
including  the  representatives  of  thirty-three  of  the  Chap- 
ters, nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  a  complete  outfit 
of  officers.  Canada's  envoy,  Comp.  D.  Carrigan,  was 
dutifully  counted  in  with  the  ambassadorial  corps. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Nissen,  after  preliminary  routine, 
addressed  the  Companions  and  expressed  the  general 
regret  at  the  passing  of  M.  E.  Companion  David  L. 
Douglas,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  1909,  who  died  in 
the  previous  March. 

The  deceased  was  an  Irishman  of  "  far  down  n 
nativity  who  emigrated  when  quite  a  young  man,  and 
served  with  distinction  in  the  New  York  Cavalry  through- 
out the  war.  He  allied  himself  with  Masonry  as  early  as 
1865,  and  in  later  years  affiliated  in  Michigan  and  subse- 
quently in  the  Dakotas.  A  near  friend's  tribute  to  him 
we  quote : 

"  He  was  a  diamond  in  the  rough,  whose  scintillating  rays 
would  at  times  burst  forth  with  a  dazzling  radiance  and  force 
which  compelled  attention  and  excited  admiration." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  had  the  customary  record  of 
official  duties  to  relate.  Among  his  visitations  was  one 
to  the  home  of  the  late  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Samuel 
J.  Moore,  at  Mitchell,  where  he  presented  to  the  widow 
the  jewel  voted  by  Grand  Chapter  to  the  deceased. 
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Grand  Secretary  Pettigrew  reported  that  the  new 
Chapter  at  Presho  had  done  so  well  under  dispensation 
that  under  instructions  from  the  G.  H.  P.  he  had  issued  a 
charter  for  same.  He  also  procured  a  supply  of  rituals 
for  the  Chapters,  all  of  which  had  made  returns,  "  and 
notwithstanding  the  great  shortage  of  crops  the  past  two 
years,  the  net  gain  in  membership  shows  a  slight  increase 
over  the  past  several  years." 

With  the  usual  presentation  of  the  jewel  of  his  rank 
to  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  Chapter  was 
closed,  to  meet  in  Yankton  a  year  hence. 

Under  Canada  for  1912,  M.  E.  Comp.  Louis  J.  Levoy, 
in  his  bright  report  on  Correspondence,  expresses  himself 
strongly  on  the  continuance  of  a  Chapter  of  foreign  alle- 
giance within  the  territory  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada.  Regret  had  been  expressed  by  Grand  Z.  Har- 
court  at  the  condition  existing,  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  at  the  time  of  the  Grand  Chapter's  organization 
several  Chapters  holding  warrants  from  the  governing 
bodies  of  the  old  lands  had  already  been  working  in 
Canada,  some  for  long  periods.  In  all  cases  where  the 
desire  was  expressed  to  continue  under  the  maternal 
guidance  that  desire  was  respected.  The  early  Masonic 
principle  of  free-will  being  then,  as  from  time  imme- 
morial, accorded  to  the  Companions  in  their  choice.  In 
all  other  regards,  the  sovereignty  of  the  young  Grand 
Chapter  has  been  recognized  and  respected,  and  no  undue 
influence  exerted  from  either  side  towards  altering  the 
complexion  of  matters.  Thus  the  Chapter  in  question, 
being  already  in  possession  and  maintaining  loyalty  to 
"its  auld  mither",  has  continued  on  its  way  in  perfect 
amity  with  the  constituents  of  the  existing  governing 
body. 

Companion  Levoy  gives  expression  to  the  prevailing 
idea  of  the  situation  from  the  standpoint  of  American 
Masonry  when  he  observes  that  the  membership,  in  not 
submitting  to  the  changed  conditions,  are  to  blame,  and 
says : 

"  In  that  case  said  membership  would  be  no  acquisition  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  and  were  we  of  them,  would  inter- 
dict  communication   and   recognition    and   thus   assert   sovereign 
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autonomy   over  territory  legally  that   of   the   Grand   Chapter   of 
Canada,  and  which  they  should  maintain." 

That  is  precisely  what  the  modern  American  notion  of 
possession  means,  but  is  there  not  another  aspect  from 
which  the  situation  may  be  regarded  ?  The  old-time  Com- 
panions who  originated  the  Chapter  and  sought  authority 
from  a  source  six  thousand  miles  distant,  naturally  clung 
to  the  body  that  heard  and  responded  to  their  petition 
when  they  needed  help,  and  moreover,  if  it  is  the  desire 
of  those  who  follow  them  to  maintain  the  tie  their  prede- 
cessors formed,  so  long  as  they  abide  righteously,  who  is 
to  say  them  nay?  On  the  other  hand,  the  mother  body 
could  not,  in  the  natural  order  of  things,  be  expected  to 
cast  aside  the  offspring  it  had  nurtured.  The  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  can  assert  its  rights  when  those  rights 
are  assailed,  but  in  this  case  there  is  no  interference, 
nothing  offensive.  The  existence  of  that  Chapter  is  justi- 
fied by  every  sentiment  of  "  Masonic  "  right  and  equity 
for  all  time,  or  until  its  members  of  their  own  volition 
and  actuated  by  conviction  decide  to  transfer  their 
aillegiance. 

Without  being  wholly  aware  of  the  circumstances, 
surprise  has  been  frequently  expressed  that  such  an  appa- 
rently anomalous  state  of  affairs  should  exist,  but  Comp. 
Levoy's  exposition  of  the  American  alternative  to  a 
peremptory  notice  to  quit,  has  led  us  into  a  lengthier 
explanation  than  at  first  intended. 

His  report  throughout  is  most  entertaining,  and  as  it 
is  embellished  with  the  portraits  of  many  well-known 
Grand  Secretaries  it  is  thus  rendered  additionally 
attractive. 

C.  A.  Christopherson,  Sioux  Falls,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls,  Grand  Secretary. 

Tennessee 

Chapters   .  .   88.  Members   .  .   5,083. 

Three  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  summoned  by 
death  since  the  previous  Convocation.  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  D. 
Good  died  on  April  2nd  at  his  home  in  Johnson  City,  and 
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on  April  12,  M.  E.  Comp.  E.  S.  Miller  died  at  his  resi- 
dence, a  few  doors  distant,  in  the  same  city.  Early  in 
November,  M.  E.  Comp.  Alex.  C.  Robeson  was  called. 
He  ruled  Grand  Chapter  in  1891 ;  Comp.  Miller  presided 
in  1899,  and  Comp.  Good  in  1905. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  unable  to  meet  with  his 
Companions  of  Grand  Chapter. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Junius  Hobson,  the  D.  G.  H.  P.,  assumed 
the  chair  when  the  hour  arrived  for  assembling  Grand 
Chapter  at  Nashville  on  the  29th  January,  1912,  and  the 
record  informs  us  that  the  Eighty-third  Annual  Convo- 
cation was  opened  in  "Ample"  Form.  Grand  Secretary 
Garrett  read  the  address  of  the  absent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Among  his  rulings  was  the  holding  with  an  objection 
to  advance  a  candidate  who  had  received  the  M.  M.  M. 
degree.  And  another  which  decided  that  a  Chapter  could 
receive  charges  on  which  the  accused  had  been  acquitted 
in  his  blue  lodge.  He  decided  emphatically  against  the 
seating  of  part  of  a  class  for  the  Royal  Arch  to  witness 
the  latter  part  of  the  ceremony  conferred  on  the  other 
part. 

He  grappled  with  a  case  in  which  the  black  ball 
"  fiend  "  was  successfully  performing  his  fell  work,  and 
failed  to  bring  about  an  understanding.  Candidates  con- 
tinued to  be  rejected,  and  he  yielded  reluctantly  to  the 
suggestion  to  form  a  new  Chapter,  granting  to  those  who 
favored  that  course  as  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  a  dis- 
pensation to  form  and  work  a  new  body.  A  risky  pre- 
cedent, but  they  got  their  charter,  as  did  also  another 
new  Chapter  which  showed  a  disposition  to  industry. 

Public  duties  prevented  his  visitation  of  the  Chapters 
as  he  desired.  The  Grand  Secretary  was,  however,  a 
diligent  visitor,  and  no  way  averse  to  doing  degree  work 
when  called  upon.  As  an  adviser  also  he  was  apparently 
a  success.     On  one  of  these  outings  he  reports : 

"  I  met  the  High  Priest  of  Chapter  No.  ,  who  in- 
formed me  that  this  Chapter  desired  to  either  surrender  its 
charter  or  consolidate  with  Chapter,  and  asked  for  instruc- 
tion how  to  proceed.  I  advised  that  he  go  home  and  '  get  busy,' 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  do  either." 
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He  assisted  in  the  admission  of  eight  candidates  to 
that  Chapter  a  month  or  two  later.  Again,  on  a  similar 
mission : 

"  I  met  a  representative  of  Chapter  No.  ,  advised 

him  to  go  home  and  '  get  busy,'  and  as  an  encouragement  pro- 
mised to  visit  his  Chapter  when  wanted.  They  '  got  busy '  and  I 
was  notified  in  November  that  they  had  a  class  of  twenty-six 
ready  for  all  of  the  degrees.  On  December  4,  I  fulfilled  my 
promise." 

So  much  for  "  getting  busy."  The  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives of  sister  Grand  Chapters  were  officially  re- 
ceived, and  each  given  an  opportunity  to  speak  of  the 
transactions  of  their  respective  Grand  Chapters. 

The  remarks  of  many  showed  that  some  of  the  Grand 
Representatives  are  keeping  posted  with  what  is  going 
on  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 

Tennessee  has  abandoned  the  system  of  instruction  by 
Grand  Lecturers  and  Inspectors,  and  the  Committee 
appointed  to  report  on  conditions  was  of  the  opinion  that : 

"  it  would  be  useless  to  create  a  Board  of  Custodians  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  the  same. 

"  We  base  our  opinion  on  past  experience  and  observation 
which  has  taught  us  that  the  Companion  who  has  not  sufficient 
love  for  the  work  to  learn  it  from  the  ritual  would  not  be  bene- 
fitted by  personal  visitation." 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the.  High  Priests 
of  subordinate  Chapters  be  authorized  "  to  furnish  the 
ritual  to  any  Companion  of  his  Chapter  who  is  sufficiently 
interested  to  learn  the  work;  and  to  take  such  precaution 
as  will  preserve  the  safety  and  privacy  of  the  same." 

That  is  stretching  the  limit  with  a  vengeance,  but  to 
apply  a  brake  to  the  inevitable  rush  for  knowledge,  it 
was  further  recommended : 

"  That  when  officers  and  members  of  subordinate-  Chapters 
repeatedly  fail  to  learn  and  confer  the  Capitular  degrees  of  Ma- 
sonry in  a  proper  manner  that  their  charters  be  arrested." 

And  all  this  was  endorsed  by  Grand  Chapter. 
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The  Building  Committee  report  progress  in  the  erec- 
tion of  Freemasons'  Hall  for  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  financial  reports  showed  a  favorable  balance  of 
$6,758.  The  dilatory  secretaries  of  Chapters,  who  are 
reported  numerous  and  growing,  are  to  be  visited  with 
the  full  penalty  of  the  law  if  they  don't  show  improve- 
ment. 

It  was  decided  to  continue  the  fee  of  $5  for  each 
exaltation  and  the  per  capita  tax  of  fifty  cents  per 
member. 

Probably  to  meet  the  extraordinary  demand  conse- 
quent on  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  recommendation 
referred  to  above,  the  Grand  Secretary  was  ordered  to 
take  up  the  subject  of  procuring  rituals,  with  the  General 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  if 
satisfactory  arrangements  are  made,  to  secure  and  furnish 
them  to  such  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  as  may  need 
them.    "Be  early  and  avoid  the  rush." 

To  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  McClister  his  Companions  are 
indebted  for  a  very  cheery  and  instructive  review  of 
the  Grand  Chapters.  Noticing  the  general  tendency  to 
growth  and  prosperity,  he  remarks  that  it  is  most  apparent 
where  the  Grand  bodies  maintain  a  consistent  system  of 
instruction  and  inspection,  evidently  being  impressed  by 
the  fact  that  leaving  the  Chapters  to  teach  themselves  will 
not  result  in  a  plethoric  treasury  to  Grand  Chapter. 
Penuriousness  in  this  regard  he  considers  a  great 
mistake. 

Tennessee's  policy  is  in  the  experimental  stage,  and 
will  be  watched  with  interest,  but  as  her  age  and  experi- 
ence entitle  her  to  respect,  perhaps  the  younger  Grand 
bodies  may  learn  from  her  with  profit. 

Canada  for  191 1  has  a  favorable  notice.  The  Grand 
Z.'s  personal  observations,  on  something  he  omits  to  par- 
ticularize, he  declares  to  be  good,  but,  like  many  other 
good  things  he  comes  across  in  his  journey,  considers 
them  too  long  to  copy.     He  has  a  gracious  nod  for  the 
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reporter,  and  might  have  lingered  with  us,  but  that  he  is 
sensitive  where  the  lady  element  is  concerned. 

"  We  wish  he  would  not  be  so  sarcastic  toward  the  members 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  They  are  not  a  part  of  Masonry,  do  not 
claim  to  be,  but  woman's  heart  beats  responsive  to  man's  in  the 
great  work  of  charity  and  benevolence.  Let  us  bid  thenr  God- 
speed in  the  great  work  they  are  helping  to  push  forward." 

Certainly.  Why  not?  We  are  quite  aware  that  the 
"  Order  "  is  not  a  part  of  Masonry,  nor  do  we  recognize 
the  necessity  for  its  members  being  tacked  on  to  the 
Craft,  so  that  their  gentle,  loving  hearts  may  be  given 
the  opportunity  to  beat  in  response  to  those  of  their  ad- 
mirers, in  the  noble  cause  of  charity,  nor  why  the 
charitable  impullse  should  require  the  rather  doubtful  aid 
of  ritualistic  ceremonial  and  the  copying  of  lodge  meet- 
ings and  their  tiresome  procedure.  We  have  no  wish  to 
be  flippant  or  discourteous,  but  we  have  had  our  own 
experiences  in  such  or  similar  incongruous  alliances,  and 
can  vouch  that  they  are  not  always  conducive  to  harmony. 
We  will  here  admit  that  the  particular  "  Order  "  under 
discussion  has  made  spasmodic,  but  not  very  successful, 
efforts  to  obtain  a  foothold  in  this  jurisdiction.  The 
powers-that-be  hold  out  scant  inducement  and  are 
emphatically  indisposed  to  permit  the  use  of  Masonic 
premises,  a  privilege  invariably  urged  when  the  attempt 
to  organize  is  mooted.  Without  desiring  to  draw  a  com- 
parison, the  supposition  may  be  ventured  that,  like  the 
suffrage  movement,  the  hope  is  celestially  entertained  that 
persistent  agitation  will  mean  ultimate  victory.  With  all 
due  deference  and  respect,  we  sincerely  hope  not. 
Woman's  mission  is  a  much  more  sacred  thing  than  play- 
ing at  "  lodge." 

Under  District  of  Columbia,  he  notes  the  Grand  Hig'h 
Priest's  praise  for : 

"  the  Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Home,  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  voted  it  25  cents  per  capita  for  ten  years.  Wonder  what 
Companion  Bennett  of  Canada  will  say?" 

Simply  that  it  is  a  great  and  worthy  object  and  the 
Companions  in  that  necessarily  restricted  jurisdiction, 
being  able  to  afford  it,  will  cheerfully  submit.    We  echo 
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Companion  McClister's  sincere  "  God  speed  "  in  the  good 
work. 

Under  Florida,  he  contributes  this  for  our  special 
delectation : 

"  He  reports  the  reception  of  an  invitation  from  the  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  O.  E.  S.  to  attend  a  reception  given  by 
them  at  the  Woman's  Club  Building  on  the  evening  of  May  9, 
which  the  Grand  Chapter  accepted.  How  is  that,  Companion  Ben- 
nett?" 

Well,  does  it  not  justify  what  our  good  Companion 
calls  sarcasm?  How  is  it?  Certainly  not  everything  that 
our  curious  Companion  would  enjoy.  He  is  careful  to 
let  us  know  that  the  Stars  "  are  not  a  part  of  Masonry  " 
and  "  do  not  ell  aim  to  be."  Why  then  display  the  keen 
desire  to  hob-nob  with  a  Masonic  Grand  body?  There 
have  been  so  many  invitations  of  this  nature  that  the 
suspicion  is  cultivated  that  if  they  are  not  yet  a  part  there 
is  a  latent  desire  in  that  direction.  It  is  not  their  fault. 
The  encouragement  is  the  incentive.  They  seem  to  have 
a  monopoly  of  the  inviting  privilege,  and  only  wait  the 
time  when  their  gracious  attentions  will  be  reciprocated. 
But  why  be  selfish,  especially  w'hen  they  do  not  claim  to 
be  a  part  of  Masonry?  Why  not  let  other  feminine 
organizations,  with  charity  for  their  object,  have  a  chance 
and  be  themselves  charitable?  However,  we  trust  it  is 
all  as  happy  and  as  lovely  as  Comp.  McClister  says,  and 
we  trust  he  will  never  be  rudely  awakened  as  was  an 
English  brother,  who  wrote  to  the  London  Freemason 
not  many  weeks  ago,  hotly  repudiating  any  connection 
with  a  mixed  society,  of  somewhat  similar  variety,  in  a 
published  notice  where  his  name  had  been  mentioned. 
The  correspondent  appends  his  name  and  name  of  his 
lodge,  both  well  known,  to  the  communication,  which 
reads  thus : 

"  Sir, — My  name  has  been  mentioned — I  cannot  imagine  why 

— in  connection   with  (a  spurious  Masonic  body. — Editor.) 

I   must  confess   to  having  received  a  letter   from  a  member   of 
this  body,  from  which  the  following  is  a  quotation  : 

"  '  There  is  terrible  and  positive  friction  in  our  lodge.  Sat- 
urday night  the  P.  M.  and  R.  W.  M.  had  a  heated  discussion  for 
half  an  hour  prior  to  opening.     As  Tyler,  I  went  into  the  lodge 
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room  and  held  up  my  watch.  We  were  half  an  hour  late — both 
were  livid  with  rage.  P.  M.  (female)  attempted  to  boss  R.  W.  M. 
(male).  P.  M.  is  an  Annie  Besant  esotericist;  R.  W.  M.  is  not. 
I  have  got  to  let  off  steam  even  if  I  bore  you.  From  the  mo- 
ment of  taking  office  I  put  my  foot  down  on  the  women  dressing 
themselves  in  lodge  (we  have  two  ante-rooms).  On  Saturday 
I  had  to  go  into  the  lodge  for  a  small  book  left  on  a  chair  in 
the  West.  I  discovered  the  J.  W.  with  a  small  mirror  posed  on 
the  V.  S.  L.  powdering  her  face  over  the  altar,"  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

'  '  Xow,  sir,  do  you  think  it  likely  that  I  should  be  party  to  a 
movement  in  which  such  occurrences  are  possible? — Yours  fra- 
ternally.' ' 

As  a  leading  sample  of  the  Masonic  Press  in  England, 
the  status  and  reliability  of  the  Freemason  is  beyond  ques- 
tion, and  can  be  testified  to  even  among  the  studious 
correspondents  of  our  own  continent.  The  particular 
society  of  which  the  "  'lodge  "  is  a  unit  is  not  mentioned, 
but  the  editor,  as  may  be  seen,  calls  it  "  a  spurious 
Masonic  body,"  and  perhaps  it  has  "  a  great  work  "  to 
accomplish  as  well  as  others.  How  careful,  then,  should 
they  be  to  suppress  human  frailties  lest  opportunity  be 
afforded  the  worldly  and  profane  to  utter  words  that 
might  be  construed  as  bordering  on  scoffing  or  "  sarcasm." 

Under  Quebec,  he  notices  the  arrival  and  presentation 
of  the  "  Travelling  Triangle  "  on  its  trip  around  the 
world.  For  remarkable  celerity  as  a  traveller,  the  emblem 
has  eclipsed  any  former  efforts  in  its  tour,  having  been 
taken  from  a  point  in  Western  Canada  to  the  "  Came- 
roons  "  in  a  record  period. 

Junius  Hobson,  Somerville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  B.  Garrett,  Nashville,  Grand  Secretary. 

Texas 

Chapters   .  .   255.  Members    .  .    16,815. 

The  volume  from  the  Lone  Star  State  this  year  pos- 
sesses a  peculiar  interest,  as  it  tells  of  the  culmination  of 
the  praiseworthy  project  which  had  its  conception  in  the 
active  minds  and  great  Masonic  hearts  of  the  Companions 
of  this  ambitious  jurisdiction.  May  their  successful 
ambition  be  an  incentive  to  others. 
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On  the  3rd  October,  191 1,  at  Arlington,  Tarrant 
County,  a  Special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Texas  was  called  to  assist  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  in 
the  ceremony  of  dedicating  the  Home  for  Aged  Masons, 
a  Convocation  without  precedent  in  its  purpose,  to  dedi- 
cate a  monument  to  Capitular  Masonry  having  no  ante- 
cedent in  its  history. 

The  eloquent  address  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Sam  P.  Cochran 
told  the  story  of  the  great  project  from  the  time  when 
Grand  Chapter,  in  December,  1906,  adopted  a  resolution 
favoring  the  establishment  of  a  Home  for  aged  and  indi- 
gent Masons  in  Texas.  Plans  were  submitted  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  directors  appointed.  The  site  was  selected 
and  purchased  in  1908,  the  tract  of  land  containing  many 
acres  cost  $7,284.  The  early  erection  of  the  building 
soon  afterwards  was  decided  on,  and  early  in  August, 
191 1,  the  building  was  completed. 

"  In  this  particular  case,  the  entire  responsibility  and  burden 
of  the  inauguration,  completion  and  maintenance  of  this  institu- 
tion have  been  assumed  by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Texas,  and,  after  some  careful  inquiry,  I  feel  that  I  am  warrant- 
ed in  saying  that  this  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  only  institution  of 
its  kind  in  the  United  States  established  and  maintained  by  a 
Royal  Arch  Grand  Chapter." 

Needless  to  say  that  the  appeals  to  the  Chapters  were 
promptly  and  generously  met,  and  their  zeal  for  the 
project  aroused  responsive  aid  from  other  bodies  of  the 
Craft,  and  outsiders,  too,  contributed  willingly.  M.  E. 
Comp.  Cochran's  address  was  barely  concluded  when  Mrs. 
John  Findlater,  Jr.,  W.  Grand  Matron  of  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  advanced,  and  in  "  most  beautiful  and 
appropriate  language,"  presented  him  for  the  Home  a 
cheque  for  $300  on  behalf  of  that  Order.  This  welcome 
surprise  was  not  on  the  programme,  but  was  none  the  less 
appreciated,  "  coming  through  such  a  messenger  and  from 
such  an  institution." 

Many  and  inspiring  addresses  were  made,  and  the 
recorder  of  this  notable  event,  of  which  the  Texan  Com- 
panions may  be  justly  proud,  closes  his  account  of  it 
thus: 
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"  It  was  a  great  day  for  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  one  which  will  long  be  cherished  and  remem- 
bered by  the  Craft." 

A  fine  picture  giving  a  fair  idea  of  the  exterior  of  this 
splendid  monument  to  the  benevolence  of  Royal  Arch 
Texas  is  given  with  the  Proceedings. 

The  Sixty-second  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Waco  on  Monday,  the  4th  December,  191 1, 
and  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Joe  Adams, 
having  satisfied  himself  that  a  constitutional  number  of 
Chapters  were  represented,  proceeded  to  open  Grand 
Chapter  with  full  ceremony,  and  after  prayer  by  the 
Grand  Chaplain,  he  declared  it  open  in  "  due  and  ample  " 
form. 

He  announced  that  in  the  previous  September,  Grand 
Secretary  Bryan,  on  account  of  continued  bad  health,  had 
tendered  his  resignation,  which  he  accepted.  The  merits 
of  R.  E.  Comp.  Bryan  received  their  due  meed  of  praise 
in  the  Committee  reports  later. 

Seven  new  Chapters  were  started  by  his  dispensation, 
and  to  five  demised  Chapters  he  gave  authority  to  resume 
temporarily,  or  until  the  present  Grand  Chapter  ratified 
the  return  of  the  charters.  Other  petitions  which  were 
received  late  he  commended  to  the  Committee's  consider- 
ation. 

A  candidate  was  rejected  on  the  9th  February,  1910, 
and  his  petition  was  again  submitted  at  the  Convocation 
on  8th  February,  191 1,  but  because  twelve  months  had  not 
elapsed,  the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  declined  to  receive 
it.  The  G.  H.  P.  very  properly  decided  against  the 
Chapter  officer.     He  ruled,  too,  that: 

"  A  brother  who  has  been  elected  to  receive  the  Royal  Arch 
degree,  but  has  received  only  the  Mark  Master's  and  Past  Mas- 
ter's degrees,  has  the  right  to  wear  the  Keystone." 

When  this  was  duly  pondered  by  the  wise  men  of  the 
Committee  they  arrived  at  the  following  deliverance : 

"  We  would  sav  that  we  do  not  find  any  question  of  juris- 
prudence contained   in   the  decision  as  covered  by  any   existing 
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law,  and  while  the  members  of  your  committee  have  their  opin- 
ion in  the  matter,  not,  however,  unanimous,  we  return  the  de- 
cision to  the  Grand  Body  for  its  action,  and  recommend  that 
the  decision  be  not  concurred  in." 

And  then  it  was  moved  "  that  this  portion  of  the 
report  be  not  adopted,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  be  sustained.  Motion  duly  adopted."  Much 
ado  about  nothing. 

A  Royal  Arch  Mason  hailing  from  another  Grand 
Jurisdiction  desired  to  visit  a  subordinate  Chapter  in 
Texas,  but  it  appearing  that  he  had  never  received  the 
Past  Master's  degree,  he  was  asked  if  his  request  could 
be  granted. 

"  I  held  that  it  could,  and  that  the  proper  course  to  pursue 
was  that  after  the  Chapter  was  opened,  it  should  be  called  to  work 
in  the  Past  Master's  degree,  and  the  visitor  introduced  and  obli- 
gated." 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  formed  the  theme  for  a  com- 
mendably  brief  paper  by  the  Grand  Orator.  The  subject 
matter  and  treatment  were  remarkably  familiar. 

The  state  of  political  and  civil  unrest  which  has 
existed  in  the  City  of  Guadalajara,  State  of  Jalisco, 
Mexico,  resulted  in  a  temporary  cessation  of  the  work 
of  the  Chapter  there  and  the  consequent  "  demise  "  of  the 
charter.  The  Companions  resumed  activity,  paid  up  their 
indebtedness  and  their  authority  was  restored. 

The  report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Masonic  Home, 
with  full  account  of  the  dedication  ceremonies  and  de- 
tailed description  of  the  building,  with  cash  statement, 
was  presented  and  adopted. 

The  Constitution  Revision  Committee's  report  pre- 
sented amendments  which  had  previously  been  adopted 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Revised  Code.  The 
Constitution  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  the 
Revision  Committee,  with  the  Grand  Secretary,  instructed 
to  prepare  and  have  printed  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
for  the  future  use  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Not  the  least  of  the  good  things  furnished  by  the 
Texas  record  of  this  year  is  the  sprightly  report  on  Cor- 
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respondence  contributed  by  Comp.  John  L.  Terrell.  He 
very  carefully  inspected  Canada's  191 1  proceedings,  and 
his  words  of  appreciation  and  sympathy  are  accepted  in 
the  fraternal  spirit  they  were  offered.  We  can  assure 
Him  that  we'll  have  to  be  something  more  of  a  cripple 
than  what  the  recent  bout  left  us,  if  we  fail  in  a  grateful 
effort  to  do  justice  to  his  generous  estimate. 

His  review  of  our  doings  is  no  perfunctory  one,  very 
little  of  anything  worth  a  notice  escapes  his  vision. 
Noticing  the  Michigan  demand  for  the  Grand  Secretary's 
endorsation  of  a  Chapter  dimit,  he  observes : 

"  It  is  new  to  this  writer  that  any  Chapter,  Grand  or  subor- 
dinate, in  this  country,  demanded  that  a  dimit  must  be  so 
attested." 

Favorably  he  notices  the  work  of  superintendence,  and 
also  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  same,  but  cannot 
appreciate  their  being  so  greatly  exercised  "  at  the  small 
numerical  growth."  Where  the  Committee  expressed  the 
opinion  that  "  the  work  is  what  holds  the  body  together," 
and  that  it  was  therefore  desirable  that  it  should  be 
rendered  intelligibly  and  with  accuracy,  he  said: 

"  We  fully  agree  with  the  latter  part  of  the  above  quoted  sen- 
tence, but  we  cannot  concur  in  the  first  portion  thereof.  If  there 
were  nothing  to  hold  Capitular  Masonry  together  except  the  work 
in  conferring  its  degrees,  it  would  have  been  dead  and  forgotten 
long  before  the  present  generation  was  born ;  nor  should  we 
grieve  that  the  Chapters  do  not  go  into  the  highways  and  hedges 
and  compel  them  to  come  in.  Rather  let  us  feel  proud  that  the 
door  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  well  guarded." 

To  our  rooted  objection  to  compulsory  membership 
he  not  too  charitably  implies  a  motive  wholly  foreign  to 
the  meaning  and  intent. 

"  The  unpardonable  sin  is,  that  the  doctrine  was  born  in  the 
United  States;  wherefore,  of  course,  Canada  cannot  embrace  the 
child." 

There  he  justifies  the  position  we  have  all  along  main- 
tained. If  the  "  doctrine  "  were  consistent  with  Masonic 
tenets,  its  merits  would  have  been  discovered  sufficiently 
long  ago  to  have  given  the  child  an  opportunity  to  have 
shared  a  coexistence  with  the  ancient  usages  we  claim 
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pride  in.  Companion  Terrell  testifies  to  its  origin  and 
tender  years,  and  to  his  boast  in  the  possession  of  both  he 
is  welcome.  It  is  a  distinction  of  doubtful  value,  and  in 
that  connection  the  sin  of  covetousness  will  never  be  added 
to  our  already  heavy  burden.  We  would  not  be  other 
than  as  we  are,  and  feel  much  like  that  compatriot  who 
gravely  listened  while  his  English  friend  claimed,  when 
asked  the  question,  that  if  he  had  not  been  born  in  Eng- 
land he  would  next  prefer  to  be  a  Scotsman.  The  son 
of  the  heather,  in  politeness  not  to  be  outdone,  expressed 
a  preference  for  Albion  in  case  he  could  not  be  a  Scot. 
"And  what  would  you  be?"  was  asked  the  Hibernian. 
"  Well,  then,"  said  Pat,  "  if  I  couldn't  be  an  Irishman 
I'd  be  ashamed  of  myself." 

In  concluding,  Comp.  Terrell  paid  a  beautiful  and 
loving  tribute  to  Comp.  Thomas  Liddle  Stan-field,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Correspondence  Committee,  whose  death  he 
deplored. 

"  He  was  our  bosom  friend,  and  for  many  years  our  near 
neighbor.  A  good  man  and  true,  a  learned  lawyer,  a  Christian 
gentleman,  and  one  of  the  most  modest  men  it  has  been  our 
good  fortune  to  know." 

"  With  but  one  exception,  we  believe,  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  longer  than  any  living  man.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  History  in 
the  Grand  Lodge,  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Revise  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  for  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  Grand  Visitor 
in  his  District  for  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  latter  position  he 
had  held  for  years  past.  He  held  many  official  positions  in  civic 
life,  and  lived  and  died  in  his  native  land  without  a  blot  upon  his 
integrity.  His  life  went  out  in  the  closing  days  of  the  old  year 
almost  without  warning,  and  at  a  time  when 

"  Gray  evening  and  the  night  had  almost  met — 
Going  between  them — silent  to  the  shore." 

C.  L.  Alderman,  Big  Springs,  Grand  High  Priest. 

C.  R.  Phillips,  McGregor,  Grand  Secretary. 

Utah 

Chapters   .  .   4.  Members   .  .    562. 

The  baby  among  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United 
States  is  apparently  a  healthy  child.  The  initial  printed 
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record  of  Proceedings  giving  an  account  of  the  First 
Annual  Convocation  in  the  Masonic  Hall  at  Ogden  on 
the  15th  May,  1912,  is  a  very  creditable  production. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  F. 
Jennings,  whose  portrait,  accompanying  that  of  the  Grand 
Chapter's  godfather,  M.  E.  Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley, 
General  Grand  High  Priest,  is  published  with  the  volume, 
called  the  Convocation  to  order  and  the  routine  thereafter 
was  conducted  after  the  manner  of  veterans. 

The  welcome  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Ogden  was 
proclaimed  by  Companion  John  E.  Carver,  and  having 
been  suitably  acknowledged  by  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
the  latter  delivered  his  address  to  the  assembled  body, 
dealing  largely  with  the  preliminaries  necessary  with  the 
proper  floating  of  the  new  venture,  together  with  an 
account  of  his  visitations  to  the  four  subordinate 
Chapters. 

Having  adopted  the  General  Grand's  ritual,  he  coun- 
selled the  preparation  of  a  set  of  lectures  to  be  used  in 
conjunction  therewith,  and  also  urged  uniformity  in  the 
by-laws  of  the  Chapters. 

From  the  financial  statement  it  appears  that  Chapter 
No.  1  assisted  the  Grand  Chapter  with  an  advance  of 
$300,  which,  with  other  payments,  brought  the  receipts  up 
to  $1,028.40,  closing  with  a  balance  on  hand  of  $457.70. 

The  device  for  a  seal  was  submitted  and  approved. 

Draft  by-laws  for  the  Chapters  were  prepared  and 
submitted  by  the  one  member  of  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee present,  who  added : 

"  Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  unwise 
for  this  Grand  Body  to  arbitrarily  adopt  these  By-Laws  and  force 
them  upon  the  subordinate  Chapters.  That  by  following  the  sug- 
gestion of  your  committee,  the  several  Chapters  will  retain  their 
individuality  and  we  believe  will  feel  more  independent  than  if 
the  other  course  was  pursued.  That  when  the  several  Chapters 
throughout  the  State  have  acted  upon  the  By-Laws  submitted, 
that  they  return  them  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  for  his 
approval." 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Jennings  was  the  recipient  of  a  hand- 
some gold  jewel  in  recognition  of  his  devoted  services. 

General  Grand  High  Priest  Kingsley  was  made  an 
honorary  member,  the  newly  elected  officers  were  in- 
stalled, thanks  were  voted  to  the  ladies  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  who  generously  provided  refreshments,  and  to  the 
local  Companions  for  arranging  for  the  Convocation  and 
Grand  Chapter  closed. 

A  brief  report  on  Correspondence  was  prepared  by 
Comp.^E.  O.  Leatherwood,  some  fifteen  Grand  Chapters 
being  reviewed,  and  pictures  of  the  Masonic  Halls  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  Ogden,  Park  City  and  Provo,  the  homes 
of  the  Chapters,  make  an  artistic  finish. 

Herman  J.  Craven,  Ogden,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Adolph  Anderson,  Salt  Lake  City,  Grand  Secretary. 

Vermont 

Chapters   ...   30.  Members   .  .   4,267. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Empire  State,  with  an 
escort  of  his  officers  was  a  welcome  visitor  to  Vermont's 
Ninety-fifth  Annual  Convocation  at  Burlington  on  the 
14th  June,  1912. 

Grand  High  Priest  Samuel  T.  Braley  was  pleased  to 
report  from  personal  attendance  at  the  eight  district 
meetings,  and  from  the  reports  of  the  District  Deputies, 
that  all  the  subordinate  Chapters,  with  few  exceptions, 
are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  exemplification  of  the  several  degrees  given  at 
the  district  meetings  was  practically  letter  perfect.  To 
the  painstaking  work  of  the  Past  Grand  Lecturers  and  the 
zeal  and  ability  of  the  present  incumbent,  with  the  work 
of  the  several  District  Deputies,  the  jurisdiction  was  in- 
debted for  the  high  standard  that  has  been  attained,  and 
added  to  the  fact  that  there  was  not  a  single  case  of 
complaint,  his  congratulations  were  timely. 
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His  official  actions  were  mainly  of  local  interest,  and 
the  address  was  consequently  brief. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  a  net  gain  of  120,  and 
that  all  Chapters  had  paid  up. 

Vermont  maintains  a  "  Jewels  "  Committee,  which 
takes  care  that  the  annual  trinket  is  procured  and  ready 
to  be  pinned  to  the  outgoing  Grand  High  Priest's  manly 
bosom.  That  he  deserved  it  is  gathered  from  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  which 
eulogized  his  zeal. 

The  Finance  Committee's  report  revealed  a  balance  in 
Grand  Chapter's  favor  of  $13,470,  and  provided  for  the 
expenses  of  the  delegate  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  and  D.  D.  G.  H.  Priests  submit- 
ted interesting  reports,  which  showed  that  the  work  was 
not  permitted  to  flag  during  the  term. 

The  Committee  to  deal  with  the  obituaries  wrote 
nicely  of  the  late  Comp.  Alfred  Allen  Hall,  who  presided 
over  Grand  Chapter  in  1879-80.  "  Until  his  election  as 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  there  was  no  more  familiar 
figure  in  attendance  at  the  convocations  of  Grand 
Chapter." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Marsh  O.  Perkins  again  contributes  the 
Correspondence  report,  and,  like  all  his  previous  efforts, 
is  a  document  of  value  to  his  Companions.  Inspecting 
Canada  for  191 2,  he  apparently  favors  the  methods,  and 
pays  more  than  passing  attention  to  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  Grand  Z.,  quoting  the  reviewer  also  on 
points  which  appealed  to  him. 

He  notes  the  P.  M.  difficulty  in  W,  Virginia,  where  it 
is  still  a  bone  of  contention  as  to  whether  virtual  Past 
Masters  can  be  present  in  a  Provisional  Lodge  of  actual 
Past  Masters. 

He  offers  the  suggestion  that  they  learn  something 
from  Vermont : 

"  Where  the  question  has  long  been  settled  by  denying  to 
virtuals,  seats  with  actuals ;  he  says  the  degree  is  identically  the 
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same  in  both  lodge  and  Chapter — not  so  in  Vermont,  there  are 
marked  differences.  As  the  obligation  of  a  Past  Master's  degree 
is  not  a  landmark,  he  recommended  that  a  change  should  be  pro- 
vided to  admit  virtuals  to  Provisional  Lodges." 

Henry  D.  Bryant,  Mo'rrisville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington,  Grand  Secretary. 

Victoria 

Chapters   .  .    19.  Members   .  .   703. 

A  decided  improvement  is  noticed  in  the  pamphlet  re- 
cording the  Proceedings  recording  the  Convocations  held 
in  July  and  October,  191 1,  and  in  January  and  April  of 
1912.  Lists  of  officers,  representatives  and  local  Chapters 
with  statistics  of  same  are  gratifying  additions  to  the  cus- 
tomary information. 

At  the  July  Convocation  the  commission  issued  to  a 
Kentucky  Companion  to  represent  Victoria  near  his 
Grand  Chapter  was  revoked  for  the  reason  of  non-attend- 
ance. The  action  is  a  plain  hint  that  might  profitably  be 
heeded  beyond  the  wireless  limit. 

Representatives  were  exchanged  with  Scotland.  An- 
other sign  of  the  times. 

A  new  Chapter  at  Kerang  was  recommended  provided 
that  in  addition  to  the  petitioners  an  increase  of  twenty 
was  guaranteed  before  the  expiration  of  a  certain  period. 

As  showing  that  Victoria's  methods  are  not  up  to  date 
a  member  suggested  that  a  roll  should  be  kept  of  the 
attendance  of  Grand  Chapter  members  at  its  Convoca- 
tions. "He  believed  it  would  insure  a  better  attendance 
if  a  roll-call  had  to  be  responded  to,  and  would  serve  to 
show  the  strength  in  which  the  various  Chapters  were 
represented."    It  was  sent  to  the  Committee. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  stated  that  the  United  Wim- 
mera  Chapter,  one  originally  chartered  by  Canada,  desired 
permission  to  meet  alternately  at  Stawell  and  Ararat,  and 
had  amended  its  by-laws  accordingly.  As  such  amend- 
ment had  not  been  submitted  in  time  for  the  considera- 
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tion  of  the  Committee  of  General  Purposes  at  its  last 
meeting,  the  matter  was  now  referred  direct  to  Grand 
Chapter  for  approval,  which  was  accorded. 

In  October,  Grand  Chapter  was  numerously  attended, 
and  it  was  opened  in  "Ample,  Antient  and  Solemn  Form." 
This  thing  seem  to  be  growing. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  reported  that  it  was 
of  the  opinion  that  a  roll  call  and  record,  as  suggested  in 
July,  would  not  serve  any  good  purpose  and  would  not 
recommend  their  adoption. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  stated  that  the  wealth  of  Grand 
Chapter  in  cold  cash  was  £189.6.2. 

The  installation  ceremony,  or  rather  the  want  of  it, 
formed  a  subject  of  grave  discussion,  and  the  Grand 
First  Principal  said  he  was  alive  to  the  situation  and  had 
consulted  with  other  wise  heads  as  to  the  advisability  of 
slightly  re-arranging  the  form  of  the  ceremony,  now  used, 
so  as  to  permit  of  all  Companions  being  present  at  some 
parts  of  the  ceremony,  from  which  they  were  now  ex- 
cluded. He  believed  it  would  be  possible  to  make  such 
rearrangement  without  infringing  any  landmarks,  or 
seriously  altering  the  wording. 

The  January  Convocation  was  also  well  attended, 
among  those  present  being  the  venerable  and  zealous  M. 
E.  Comp.  J.  D'Amer  Drew,  bearing  Canada's  commis- 
sion. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  wrestle  with  the  pro- 
posed installation  ceremony. 

The  Grand  Second  Principal  delivered  a  thoughtful 
address  on  the  subject  "  Should  all  Craft  Masons  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Arch,"  in  which  he  claimed  that  Master 
Masons  should  be  apprised  that  the  latter  was  necessary 
to  develop  their  education  and  urged  upon  his  Com- 
panions their  duty  in  that  respect. 

The  Grand  First  Principal  nominated  as  his  successor 
R.  E.  Comp.  Edward  Coulson,  P.  G.  H.  He  mentioned 
that  Comp.  Coulson  had  occupied  the  Chair  of  Grand 
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Master  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Ma- 
sons of  Victoria,  displaying  in  that  position  such  marked 
ability  as  a  presiding  officer  that  he  was  sure  his  nomina- 
tion for  the  office  of  First  Grand  Principal  would  be  hail- 
ed with  satisfaction. 

As  there  was  but  one  nomination  the  remarks  could 
not  be  considered  ill-timed. 

The  Committee  reported  having  received  the  amended 
installation  ceremony  and  had  given  orders  to  have  it 
printed.  Also  that  an  outfit  of  banners  had  been  ordered 
from  a  London  firm.  The  members  reported  that  Goul- 
bourn  Chapter  which  had  given  up  the  ghost  and  its  char- 
ter, still  declined  to  lose  possession  of  its  furniture  and 
effects. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Edward  Coulson,  P.  G.  H.,  being  the 
only  Comp.  nominated  for  the  office,  was  declared  by  M. 
E.  Comp.  George  E.  Emery,  G.  Z.,  to  be  duly  elected  as 
First  Grand  Principal  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Victoria  for  the  ensuing  year. 

After  a  few  congratulatory  sentences  from  the  retiring 
Grand  Z.  he  installed  his  successor,  the  other  officers  were 
invested  and  the  ceremony  was  concluded  by  an  address 
from  M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Davies,  P.  G.  H.,  after  which 
representatives  of  sister  Grand  Chapters  present  severally 
saluted,  and  congratulated  the  First  Grand  Principal, 
tendering  to  him  the  hearty  good  wishes  of  their  respec- 
tive bodies. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  "  Ample,  An- 
tient  and  Solemn  Form." 

Edward  Coulson,  Melbourne,  Grand  Z. 

G.  L.  Marquand,  Melbourne,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Virginia 

Chapters   .  .   67.  Members   .  .  6552. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  to  mark  the  One  hundred 
and  fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
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Virginia  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Tuesday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 24th,  191 1,  when,  after  prayer  by  acting  Grand  Chap- 
lain, James  Y.  Fair,  D.D.,  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form  by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  William  See 
Mathews. 

He  addressed  the  gathering  in  hopeful  phrases.  They 
had  advanced  on  the  previous  year,  not  only  in  member- 
ship, but  in  the  good  cause  of  charity.  Two  new  Chap- 
ters had  been  organized  under  excellent  auspices. 

"  Under  the  supervision  and  instruction  of  our  very  efficient 
Grand  Lecturer,  these  Schools  have  rendered  possible  the  present 
purity  and  uniformity  of  our  work,  the  pride  and  glory  of  Vir- 
ginia Capitular  Masonry." 

Neither  the  Grand  High  Priest  nor  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary had  been  apprised  of  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  William  Lewis  Jeffries  on  Nov.  17,  1910,  until  the 
latter  officer  was  advised  nearly  a  year  later  by  the  annual 
return  sent  in  from  the  Chapter  to  which  the  deceased  be- 
longed.   Judge  Jeffries  was  G.  H.  P.  in  1892-3. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Blanks,  Grand  Secretary,  presented  an 
interesting  report,  in  the  course  of  which  he  took  occa- 
sion to  praise  the  Chapter  Secretaries  for  punctuality, 
neatness  and  accuracy.  This  much  he  attributed  to  the 
invigorating  southern  atmosphere. 

An  exhaustive  report  was  submitted  by  the  inde- 
fatigable Grand  Lecturer  who  went  all  over  the  juris- 
diction. 

"  October  23rd,  1911,  your  Committee  on  Work  met  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  Richmond,  Va.,  at  9  a.m.,  as  required,  continu- 
ing in  session  all  Monday  morning,  Monday  afternoon,  Monday 
night,  Tuesday  morning  and  Tuesday  afternoon,  during  which 
time  all  the  degrees  were  fully  exemplified,  some  of  them  sev- 
eral times." 

No  wonder  they  claim  "purity  and  uniformity." 

At  another  place  he  remained  eight  days,  confining  the 
work  to  instruction  and  exemplification.  "Some  of  the 
Companions  were  with  me  day  and  night  and  applied 
themselves  industriously,  and  when  I  left  them,  were  in 
good  shape."  Well,  if  they  were  otherwise,  they  had  no 
one  to  blame  but  themselves. 
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Even  then  it  was  proposed  to  revise  the  work  to  the 
end  "  that  certain  minor  differences  in  the  first  sections 
of  the  several  Capitular  Degrees  may  be  harmonized  with 
the  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  without  im- 
pairing the  beauty  and  efficiency  of  the  Ritual,  and  that 
such  harmony  will  greatly  simplify  ritualistic  study  in 
this  Grand  Chapter  and  be  productive  of  greater  interest 
and  efficiency."  They  are  bound  that  the  "  purity  and 
uniformity"  will  be  enhanced  even  if  it  takes  a  brand 
new  ritual  to  accomplish  the  object. 

"  The  George  Washington  Masonic  National  Memor- 
ial Association"  is  to  be  strengthened  by  the  active  co- 
operation of  Grand  Chapter,  a  resolution  to  that  end 
being  submitted  and  approved. 

A  resolution  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Treasurer 
at  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  was  considered  and 
adopted.  A  resolution  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  sev- 
eral Grand  Officers  in  attending  the  Annual  Convocations 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  was  not  favored. 

A  resolution  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary by  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  was 
called  up,  the  Grand  Secretary  retired,  and  the  resolution 
was  duly  considered  and  adopted. 

E.  Companion  Rev.  H.  B..  Lee,  D.D.,  in  chaste  and 
beautiful  words,  presented  M.  E.  William  See  Mathews, 
the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  with  a  handsome  gold 
jewel  on  behalf  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  Charles  A.  Nesbitt,  who  prepares  the  Cor- 
respondence report  annually,  did  not  have  Canada  among 
his  inspections.  As  usual  he  leans  to  the  addresses  of  the 
presiding  officers  and  copious  extracts  from  those  founts 
of  wisdom  are  mainly  what  he  relies  upon  to  convey  in- 
struction in  the  doings  and  methods  of  other  Grand 
Chapters. 

Stanley  Watkins  Martin,  Lynchburg,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg,  Grand  Seoretary. 
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Washington 

Chapters   .  .  Members   .  . 

Grand  Chapter  was  summoned  in  Special  Convocation 
on  the  27th  September,  191 1  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
the  cope  stone  on  the  Masonic  Temple  erected  by  the 
Companions  of  Yakima  and  the  early  portion  of  the  bulky 
volume  before  us  is  devoted  to  the  ceremonies  incidental 
to  that  important  event  and  the  oration  accompanying  the 
leading  event.  The  cope  stone  or  rather  Keystone,  for  in 
such  shape  it  was  finally  fashioned,  was,  it  is  stated, 
"  quarried  at  Jerusalem  from  the  same  quarries  supposed 
to  have  furnished  the  rock  in  building  King  Solomon's 
Temple,"  iand  was  ordered  by  the  Royal  Arch  Companions 
of  Yakima,  through  the  American  Counsol  at  the  Holy 
City.  The  stone  cost,  including  all  charges,  about  six  hun- 
dred dollars.    A  local  chronicler  relates  that 

"  Probably  one  thousand  Masons,  of  high  and  low  degree, 
participated  Wednesday  forenoon  in  the  placing  of  the  keystone 
in  the  arch  of  the  new  $200,000  Masonic  Temple,  the  parade  and 
the  ceremony  following  it  being  unique  in  that  it  was  probably 
the  first  time  it  had  ever  been  seen  in  the  Northwest,  and  im- 
pressive because  of  its  pomp  and  the  display  of  pageantry  relating 
to  the  ancient  Order,  dating  back  to  the  time  of  Solomon  and 
the  building  of  the  first  temple." 

"  After  the  singers  marched  members  of  the  Yakima  Chap- 
ter, No.  21,  R.  A.  M.,  in  robes  of  royal  state,  representing  the 
various  characters  which  took  part  in  the  ceremony  at  the  build- 
ing of  the  ancient  temple.  Two  kings,  Solomon  of  Israel,  and 
Hiram  of  Tyre,  were  duly  represented.  Others  in  high  priest's 
robes,  and  each  wearing  the  breastplate  of  Urum  and  Thummum, 
followed  by  Zodoc  of  Gibeon  and  Abiathar  of  Jerusalem.  The 
dignitaries  of  the  land  were  represented  by  the  officers  of  the 
grand  chapter  of  the  state  of  Washington. 

What  a  sight  for  the  woolly  westerners.  The  volume 
furnishes  handsome  illustrations  of  the  Temple  entrance 
showing  the  stone  in  position,  the  completed  Temple  and 
the  stone  before  and  after  cutting. 

After  Grand  Chapter  was  formed,  the  procession  was 
arranged,  and  under  the  admiring  gaze  of  the  populace, 
proceeded  to  the  Temple  where  Grand  High  Priest,  Wes- 
ley C.  Stone,  conducted  the  ceremony  of  "  Setting  the 
Cope  Stone." 
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"  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained  by  modern  history,  the  cere- 
monies were  a  duplicate  of  the  ceremonies  performed  at  the 
dedication  of  King  Solomon's  Temple." 

Nothing  like  following  good  example.  The  Grand 
Orator  orated  with  impressive  effect,  the  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  and  a  notable  occa- 
sion was  brought  to  a  close. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Seattle  on  the  14th  June,  1912,  and  the  chair  of  the  be- 
loved Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Wm.  Pelan,  was  found 
draped  in  mourning.  The  end  came  just  a  week  before 
the  events  at  Yakima  narrated  above.  He  loved  the  Craft 
and  those  under  its  wing.  Faithful  to  the  close  his  end 
was  peace. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  Edwood  Nickles,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Kansas,  and  E.  Comp.  Stephen  C.  Court, 
Past  Z.  of  Columbia  Chapter,  No.  120,  S.  R.,  Victoria, 
B.C.,  were  introduced  and  cordially  welcomed. 

The  latter  Companion,  so  the  record  states,  "  extended 
an  invitation  to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  to  attend  the"  ceremonies  of  forming  of  a  Grand 
Chapter  of  British  Columbia,  at  Vancouver,  B.C.,  on 
Wednesday,  June  19,  1912." 

This  is  the  warmly  generous  and  guileless  Companion, 
who,  at  the  previous  Convocation,  displayed  the  signs  as 
given  in  his  jurisdiction.  He  is  this  time  handing  out 
invitations.     Next! 

Here's  hoping  that  Washington's  Grand  Chapter  dig- 
nitaries were  not  slow  to  hearken  to  the  hospitable  envoy 
from  Vancouver  Island  whose  sanguine  Scottish  impulses 
are  apparently  as  strong  as  his  anticipations. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  constituted  University  Chapter 
in  Seattle.  There  was  a  doubt,  he  said,  about  establish- 
ing a  fourth  Chapter  in  that  city,  but  as  the  new  venture 
had  put  about  sixty  exaltations  to  their  credit  he  thought 
the  foundation  for  the  doubt  was  weak.  He  granted  dis- 
pensations to  form  three  others. 

12* 
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Among  his  other  dispensations  was  one  to  the  Chapter 
at  South  Bend  to  communicate  the  P.  M.  degree  to  fifteen 
Companions  from  Vancouver,  B.C.,  who  desired  to  obtain 
the  degrees  of  the  Cryptic  Rite. 

He  was  asked  if  a  brother  Master  Mason  with  an 
artificial  foot  was  eligible  for  the  Chapter  degrees  and 
quoted  the  by-law  in  reply. 

"  He  must  be  a  natural  man  and  not  one  made  of  wood  or 
cork  or  substance  other  than  human  flesh  and  bone." 

He  made  many  and  beneficial  visits  to  the  Chapters 
and  discovered  considerable  variation  in  the  work,  as  well 
as  in  the  manner  of  opening,  closing  and  giving  the  signs. 
He  urged  that  the  work  should  be  uniform  and  thought 
that  the  General  Grand's  compilation  was  not  understood. 
He  advised  an  expert  in  instruction. 

Grand  Secretary  Blalock  in  his  report  counselled  the 
advisability  of  changing  the  date  of  the  Annual  Convoca- 
tion so  that  Grand  Chapter  might  be  free  of  the  suspicion 
of  being  tail  to  the  kite  of  Grand  Lodge.  Grand  Chapter 
favored  the  idea.  % 

A  motion  that  Washington  take  in  Alaska  with  its 
own  territory  and  praying  the  General  Grand  to  cede  jur- 
isdiction was  submitted  and  approved. 

An  address  from  the  Grand  Orator,  Comp.  VanPatten 
was  a  feature  of  the  Convocation,  and  as  he  was  short  on 
subjects  he  chose  "  The  Passion  Play  at  Omerammergau" 
as  he  had  been  to  see  it.  It  was  a  bit  off  the  regulation 
fare  for  such  an  audience,  but  his  hearers  were  apparently 
satisfied  and  a  Western  orator  has  abundant  license,  any 
way.     A  new  Grand  Orator  was  appointed.     Now  why? 

Grand  Secretary  Blalock  contributes  his  customary 
review  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  He  has  a  three-page  no- 
tice of  Canada,  mostly  extract. 

William  G.  Rowland,  Tacoma,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Wisconsin 

Chapters   .  .   84.  Members   .  .    10278. 

Before  narrating  his  official  doings  during  the  term 
foir  which  he  was  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Elias 
L.  Urquhart  had  prepared  a  neat  little  essay  which  dealt 
with  the  spirit  of  Masonry  and  its  teachings,  and  must 
have  impressed  his  hearers  at  the  Sixty-second  Annual 
Convocation  held  at  Milwaukee  on  20th  February,  19 12, 
with  the  conviction,  even  if  a  suspicion  of  his  attainments 
had  never  before  occurred  to  them,  that  their  ruler  had 
given  his  subject  more  than  superficial  attention  and  that 
he  was  in  fact  a  studious  Craftsman.  In  any  case  he  re- 
tired from  the  position  with  a  reputation. 

He  constituted  one  Chapter  by  proxy  and  authorized 
the  institution  of  another  on  the  application  of  twenty- 
two  Companions. 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  granted  by  him,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  tariff  for  such  varies  according 
to  the  object  sought.  For  instance,  a  Chapter  by  reason 
of  inclement  weather  and  sickness  failed  to  meet  on  stated 
night  to  elect  officers.  Permission  to  convene  in  special 
convocation  cost  two  dollars.  To  receive  a  petition  and 
ballot  on  same,  waiving  the  time  limit,  a  Chapter  is 
charged  five  dollars. 

To  his  appeal  by  circular  for  aid  for  the  Black  River 
Falls  fund,  he  received  $1,600,  which  amount  was  ordered 
to  be  handed  to  the  Chapter  there  for  distribution  among 
those  who  required  assistance  owing  to  the  disastrous 
floods  at  that  place  in  the  previous  October. 

He  bestowed  unstinted  praise  on  the  compiler  of  the 
Correspondence  report  and  commended  a  careful  perusal 
of  the  latter  to  the  Companions  of  the  jurisdiction. 

Inability  to  visit  more  of  the  Chapters  than  he  did  was 
the  occasion  of  .expressed  regret.  What  he  did  observe 
was  most  satisfactory. 

The  Trustees  report  the  financial  affairs  of  Grand 
Chapter  in  excellent  condition. 
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Grand  Lecturer  Stockwell,  in  his  visiting  round,  found 
a  few  weak  spots,  in  two  of  which  he  felt  like  advising 
the  Chapters  to  box  up  their  effects  and  send  them  in  to 
the  Grand  Secretary.  He  considered  that  more  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  weaker  Chapters. 

One  of  the  Chapters  that  collapsed  about  seven  years 
previously  and  surrendered  its  effects  which  were  sold 
subsequently,  had  its  charter  restored  in  the  previous 
year  and  the  sums  realized  from  the  sale  and  from  dues 
forwarded  in  the  interval,  were  ordered  to  be  refunded. 

As  a  mark  of  respect  it  was  unanimously  voted  that 
the  oldest  surviving  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  David  H. 
Wright,  attend  the  triennial  Convocation  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  at  Indianapolis  as  the  guest  of  Grand 
Chapter.  During  his  term  there  was  no  session  of  the 
General  Grand  and  his  Companions  desired  he  should  for 
once  share  in  the  good  time  provided  by  that  event,  thus 
displaying  a  phase  of  Companionship  that  might,  with 
profit,  be  seen  a  little  oftener. 

Companion  Samuel  Wright  contributes  a  capital  re- 
port on  Correspondence.  Newsy,  bright  and  withal  in- 
structive, it  quite  justifies  the  Grand  High  Priest's  eulogy. 
Under  California  he  cites  the  instance  of  compulsory 
membership  where  a  Chapter  Companion  was  most  un- 
justly dealt  with  in  order  that  an  absurd  law  should  be 
upheld,  and  he  adds  : 

"  Who  is  benefitted  by  this  modern  innovation  where  a  Blue 
Lodge  Mason,  perhaps  already  found  unworthy  of  advancement, 
is  given  the  power  of  suspending  a  Chapter  member  in  his 
Chapter  without  even  a  trial,  a  thing  the  Chapter  cannot  itself 
do." 

But  of  such  is  the  up-to-date  "doctrine  of  dependent 
membership"  from  which — good  laws  deliver  us. 

The  Michigan  ruler's  pronouncements  with  regard  to 
the  necessity  for  the  dimit  of  a  foreign  Companion  being 
signed  and  sealed  by  the  Grand  Secretary  draws  from 
him,  under  Canada,  a  remarkable  comment  of  the  double 
barrelled  variety. 
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"  Just  why  the  Grand  Body  of  Michigan  should,  for  an  an- 
cient Masonic  custom,  substitute  another  of  modern  'labor  union' 
parentage,  when  it  must,  or  should  have  known,  would  practically 
sever  its  fraternal  relations  with  one  of  its  nearest  and  largest 
neighbors,  will  require  as  much  eloquence  to  explain  as  will  that 
rule  of  our  Canadian  Companions  who  regard  the  signature  of 
their  Grand  Secretary  (Grand  Scribe  E.)  and  their  seal  as  being 
too  sacred  to  attest  the  truth,  even  though  the  standing  of  one 
of  their  Companions  is  in  peril  in  a  distant  land  and  asks  assist- 
ance." 

"  Such  '  modernisms '  have  not  as  yet  taken  root  in  Wis- 
consin." 

Comp.  Wright  may  have  read  the  context  hurriedly, 
otherwise  he  must  be  accused  of  inconsistency.  The 
Grand  Secretary's  signature  and  the  Grand  Chapter  seal 
are  not  to  be  appllied  to  documents  intended  for  other 
signatures  and  another  seal,  nor  was  the  standing  of  any 
Companion  imperilled  by  withholding  them.  Where  in 
the  name  of  common  sense  did  such  notion  originate? 
The  suggestion  of  a  "Canadian  rule"  is  a  rather  far- 
fetched idea  when  that  rule  is  conceded  even  by  himself 
to  be  universally  recognized.  He  cannot  possibly  coun- 
tenance an  action  that  at  once  shatters  the  bona  fides  of  a 
document  issued  by  a  Chapter?  The  latter  has  rights  that 
no  Grand  body  dare  interfere  with  and  the  attestation  of 
a  dimit  is  one  of  them. 

He  is,  it  must  be  hazarded,  perilously  close  to  mod- 
ernism if  the  expressions  above  quoted,  so  far  as  Can- 
ada's proceeding  in  the  question  is  concerned,  are  to  be 
accepted  seriously.     Try  again,  Companion. 

Robert  B.  Lang,  Racine,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee,  Grand  Secretary. 

Wyoming 

Chapters   .  .    10.  Members  830. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  F.  Jennings,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  Utah's  new  Grand  Chapter,  made  a  neighborly  call 
when  the  Fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  Wyoming's 
Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Laramie  on  the  15th  March, 
1912.  He  was  suitably  introduced  and  cordially  welcomed 
by  Grand  High  Priest,  Jacob  F.  Hoop. 
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Comp.  Jennings  responded  briefly,  expressing  his 
pleasure  and  appreciation  of  the  welcome  and  in  being 
present,  especially  so,  as  Laramie  had  been  his  home  in 
earlier  years. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  had  an  attentive  audience, 
though  three  of  the  Chapters  were  unrepresented. 

Business  engagements  precluded  his  visiting  any  of  the 
constituent  Chapters.  "I  had  hoped  that  as  Grand  High 
Priest.  I  would  be  so  situated  that  I  would  have  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  every  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction,  but 
fate  decreed  otherwise,  and  I  had  to  forego  that  pleasure." 

Seems  familiar,  but  then  the  Grand  Chapter  is  com- 
paratively young  and  not  disinclined  to  emulate  older  and 
wiser  bodies. 

Among  his  recommendations  was  one  for  an  appro- 
priation to  cover  the  Grand  High  Priest's  expenses,  mean- 
ing his  successor,  and  one  to  provide  a  jewel  for  the  same 
Companion. 

Ill-health  occasioned  the  resignation  of  the  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  M.  E.  Comp.  Parshall  prepared  the  report, 
showing  that  the  amount  transferred  to  the  new  incum- 
bent was  twenty-seven  cents.  The  latter  exhibited  a  bal- 
ance on  hand  of  $611.00 

Grand  Secretary  Parshall  reported  conditions  as  ''most 
satisfactory."  Ireland's  recognition  was  the  only  one  de- 
layed. 

As  might  be  expected  the  Committees  had  little  or 
nothing  to  do. 

Courtesies  extended  by  the  local  bodies  and  the  ladies 
of  the  Eastern  Star  were  suitably  acknowledged. 

The  Companions  present  were  served  with  a  substan- 
tial banquet,  prepared  by  the  ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
After  the  inner  man  had  been  fully  satisfied,  E.  Com- 
panion Samuel  Corson  after  an  entertaining  talk  pre- 
sented M.  E.  Comp.  Jacob  F.  Hoop  with  a  Past  Grand 
High  Priest's  Jewell. 
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Companion  Hoop  responded,  tracing  the  record  of  the 
various  bodies  of  Masonry  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
State,  closing  his  remarks  by  thanking  the  Companions 
for  the  mark  of  honor  bestowed. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Parshall  is  again  the  reviewer  and  again 
provides  a  most  readable  report.  Canada  for  191 1  re- 
ceives generous  fraternal  notice.  He  hints  in  his  con- 
cluding remarks  that  it  may  be  his  last  report,  but  it  is 
gratifying  to  notice  his  continuance  at  the  work,  an- 
nounced on  the  page  of  addresses. 

Robert  H.  Lawrence,  Green  River,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Cheyenne,  Grand  Secretary. 


conclusion. 


Apart  from  the  happy  sameness  that  may  be  said  to 
characterize  the  numerous  Grand  bodies  herein  reviewed, 
and  which  may  be  said  to  lie  in  the  almost  exultant  paen 
of  a  glorious  progress  unbroken  by  a  discordant  note, 
there  may  be  discovered  underneath  it  all  one  or  two 
points  worth  considering.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the 
jurisdictions  of  United  States  origin,  and,  of  course, 
their  very  numbers  justify  a  claim  to  prior  attention, 
there  is  a  notable  and  praiseworthy  striving  after  uni- 
formity. But,  be  it  remarked,  that  objective  has  its 
beginning  and  ending  within  the  confines  of  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  each  particular  Grand  Chapter,  and  no 
two  are  alike  in  practice  or  even  in  the  interpretation  of 
the  ceremonial  working  of  the  several  degrees  embraced 
in  the  system  which  each  and  all  acknowledge  as  their 
basis.  The  American  system  as  outlined  and  practised 
over  a  century  ago  and  promulgated  by  the  fathers  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  is  to-day  so  diversified  by 
the  reformer  that  a  different  working  may  be  witnessed 
in  every  jurisdiction  of  the  country.  This  remarkable 
fact  may  be  gathered  from  a  close  perusal  of  their 
printed  transactions  as  well  as  from  the  testimony  of 
the  studious  travelling  Companion. 
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In  the  mother  land's  there  is  likewise  a  marked1  differ- 
ence in  ceremony,  but  there  each  country  claims  and 
adheres  to  a  system  of  its  own,  and  it  is  only  in  cases  of 
their  over-seas  progeny  that  difficulties  arise  when  the 
question  of  uniformity  is  up  for  discussion. 

Whatever  may  be  the  possibilities  in  the  way  of 
ritualistic  methods,  tiie  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the 
matter  of  their  presentation,  or  the  liturgy  in  which  they 
are  to  be  clothed,  they  will  never  prove  a  menace  to  the 
peace  of  the  craft  or  furnish  material  for  harmful  con- 
tention. 

Not  so  another  factor  which  has  been  thriving  on  past 
successes  and  encouragement  and  now  gives  every  indi- 
cation of  future  growth  and  consequent  danger.  The 
desire  to  make  laws  where  no  laws  are  necessary  will 
prove,  if  not  firmly  discouraged  at  the  outset,  a  fruitful 
source  of  serious  disquiet.  Beyond  the  needful  regula- 
tions incidental  to  constitutional  requirement,  Masonry 
has  as  much  use  for  a  code  of  laws  as  the  United  States 
President  has  for  the  Lord  Mayor's  coach.  Its  own 
morality  is  its  law,  and  when  it  begins  to  reach  out  for 
legislation  it's  time  to  sound  "lights  out." 

It  has  a  wholesome  effect  sometimes  to  see  ourselves 
as  others  see  us.  A  project  that  had  its  origin  not  a 
thousand  miles  from  Canadian  headquarters,  and  which 
in  its  best  features  was  modelled  on  a  practice  that  for 
many  years  has  worked  beneficially  under  an  old  country 
Grand  body,  drew  this  comment  from  a  Masonic  critic 
in  London : 

"It  is  well  known  that  the  Craft  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  is  eaten  up  with  the  desire  of  legislating.  The 
annual  sessions  of  Grand  bodies  are  made  the  occasion  of 
strapping  up  the  machinery,  tinkering  with  the  mechanism, 
splitting  hairs  on  constitutional  points,  and  generally  making 
the  Craft  into  a  huge  machine,  for  producing  laws  and 
enactments.  English  Lodges  would  never  tolerate  the  petty 
interferences  which  Grand  Masters  and  Grand  Lodges  exer- 
cise over  the  Craft  in  the  west.  It  surprises  one  to  know 
what  the  Lodges  and  the  Brethren  can  take  upon  themselves 
to  do  without  being  constantly  reminded,  like  the  over- 
governed  child,  that  'whatever  you  do,  you  mustn't.'  " 
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The  same  writer  commented  on  a  scheme  for  "boost- 
ing" the  attendance  in  an  American  Lodge,  an  account  of 
which  he  reproduces  from  a  Masonic  journal  published 
in  the  States.  In  brief,  it  was  a  case  of  dividing  the 
membership  under  leaders  and  with  canvassing,  visiting 
and  other  inducements  to  secure  the  active  co-operation 
of  the  members  in  building  up  the  interest  and  securing 
recruits.  A  banquet  at  the  close  of  a  stipulated  period 
was  to  be  the  penalty  for  losing.  The  English  writer 
prefaces  the  story  of  the  "Boosters"  and  "Hustlers" 
with  these  words : 

"There  is  evidently  something  wrong  with  American 
Masonry,  either  in  the  method  of  conducting  Lodges  or  in 
the  means  adopted  for  securing  initiates.  The  latter  seems 
the  more  likely  cause,  for  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  such 
large  Lodges  as  is  the  rule  in  the  States  can  be  made  up  of 
candidates  who  have  come  forward  of  their  own  free  will. 
The  methods  of  'hustling,'  typical  of  American  energy,  are 
probably  used  in  Masonic  affairs,  and  responsible  for  the 
great  weakness  which  is  complained  of  by  many  writers  in 
the  Masonic  papers." 

And,  having  given  the  American  journal's  account  of 
the  remarkable  contest,  he  sums  up  thus : 

"If  the  American  Mason  does  not  think  it  worth  while 
to  attend  his  Lodge  without  some  extraneous  inducement 
he  does  not  possess  the  true  quality  of  Masonic  manhood, 
and  the  Craft  will  be  the  better  for  his  absence,  for  he 
evidently  is  only  in  the  Craft  for  the  sake  of  what  he  can 
get  out  of  it. 

"If  a  Masonic  Lodge  has  no  better  work  to  accomplish 
than  contrive  means  for  attracting  'dead  heads/  neither  the 
Craft  nor  the  community  will  be  any  the  poorer  by  the 
extinguishing  of  the  Warrant.  The  English  Craft,  despite 
all  its  drawbacks  as  seen  from  the  American  point  of  view, 
presents  no  such  sorry  spectacles  regarding  Lodges  ancj 
members  as  need  a  'Booster'  and  a  'Hustler'  to  create 
pantomimic  efforts  to  induce  the  members  to  attend." 

"Men  are  but  children  of  a  larger  growth." 
Fraternally  submitted, 


Chairman, 
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Proceedings  Reviewed 


Alabama 191 1 

Arizona 191 2 

Arkansas 191 1 

California   191 2 

Colorado 1912 

Connecticut 1912 

Delaware 191 2 

District  of  Columbia.  .  191 2 

England 191 2 

Florida  ....    191 2 

Georgia 1912 

Idaho 191 1 

Illinois 191 1 

Indiana 1912 

Kansas    1912 

Kentucky 191 2 

Louisiana 1912 

Maine 1912 

Maryland 1911 

Massachusetts 191 1 

Michigan 1912 

Minnesota  .    1912 

Mississippi    1912 

Missouri 191 2 

Montana 191 1 

Nebraska 191 1 

New  Brunswick......  1911 


New  Hampshire 1912 

New  Jersey 191 2 

New  South  Wales.  ...  191 1 

New  York 1912 

New  Zealand 191 2 

North  Carolina 1912 

North  Dakota 191 2 

Nova  Scotia 191 1  -  12 

Ohio 1912 

Oklahoma 1912 

Oregon    191 2 

Pennsylvania 19  n 

Quebec 191 2 

Rhode  Island .912 

Scotland 1 9 1 2 

South  Carolina 1912 

South  Dakota 191 2 

Tennessee 191 2 

Texas 191 1 

Utah 191 2 

Vermont 1912 

Victoria 1912 

Virginia 191 1 

Washington 19 12 

Wisconsin 1912 

Wyoming 1 9 1  2 
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Alabama,  191 1 

Arizona,  191 1 

Arkansas,  191 1 

California,   191 1 

Canada,  191 2 

Colorado,  191 1 

Connecticut,  191 1 

Delaware,  191 2 

Dist.  Columbia,  191 1 .  . 
Florida,  191 1 .  .  .  ,  .  . 

Georgia,  191 1 

Idaho,  191 1 

Illinois,  191 1 

Indiana;  191 1 

Iowa,  191 1 

Kansas,  1912 

Kentucky,  191 1 

Louisiana,  191.1.    

Maine,  1912 

Maryland,  191 1 

Massachusetts,  191 1  .  . 
Michigan,  191 1 ......  . 

Minnesota,  1911 

Mississippi,  191 1 

Missouri,  1912 

Montana,  1910 

Nebraska,  191 1 

Nevada,  191 1 

New  Brunswick,  191 1.. 
New  Hampshire,  191 1 . 

New  Jersey,  191 1 

New  Mexico,  1911 . .  .  . 

New  York,  191 2 

North  Carolina,  191 1.. 
North  Dakota,  191 1 
Nova  Scotia,  191 1  .  .  .  . 

Ohio,  191  t 

Oklahoma,  1911 

Oregon,  191 1 

Pennsylvania,'  191 1  .  .  . 

Quebec,  191 1 

Rhode  Island,  1911  .  .  . 
South  Carolina,  191 1 .  . 
South  Dakota,  191 1 . .  . 

Tennessee,  191 2 

Texas,  191 1 

Utah,  191 1 

Vermont,  191  r 

Virginia,  191 1 

Washington,  191 1 
West  Virginia,  1911... 

Wisconsin,  191  2 

Wyoming,  191 2 
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Please  observe  and  comply 
with  the  following  : 

nvledge  to  the  Grand   Scribe   E.   the  receipt  of 
igs  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

incial  year  of  Subordinate  Chapters  ends  on 
December,  and    Scribes    E.  are   required 
forward   their   returns   to   the   Grand  Scribe  K.  immedi- 
ately thereafter.  B||j 

Write  the  names  of  Companions,  in  full,  plainly,  in 
the  returns,  so  that  there  may  be  no  errors  in  tilling  out 
the  Grand  Chapter  Certificate.  Also  see  that  the 
age,  occupation,  and  place  of  residence 
.l!V  no!  omitted.  Where  death*  an  included  the 
date  of  decease   should   accompany    th<    record. 


te  of  dece; 

Send   a  f 

apter    mrr 


full    list   of  the   officers  of  your 
Chapter  immediately  after  installation. 


Arch  Masons 


amtor 


Address 


LS 


Grand   Z.,  Sarnia,  Ont. 
Grand  Scribe  E..  Torontc 


th  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
.ill  be  held  in  the  City  of  Toronto,  on 
nesdav  the  25th   February,  1^14. 
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